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^  I'^E  moft  exaa  truth  pervades  the  rek- 
J-  tion  contained  in  the  following  fheets^ 
The  fTeader  will  here  find  none  of  tho£e  fie- 
dons,  which  are  amufing  no  doubt^  but  by 
which  the  mind  is  rather  injured  than  ben«<* 
fifeed.  The  author  .was  not  fufRciently  verfed 
in  the  arts  and  iciences,  nor  had  he  fufEcient 
time  to  devote  to  curiolity  or  pleafure,  to 
avail  himfelf  of  all  thofe  circumftances  in 
which  it  might  have  been  in  his  power  'to 
enrich  us  with  new  difcoveries.  Geography 
alone  has  gained  fomething^  by  the  certain 
tecoiints  this  traveller  gives  us  of  the  couxi(c 
of  the  Nigeri  and  of  the  northern  coaft  cf 
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n  PREFACE* 

Africa,  a  country  before  almoft  utterly  un- 
known. 

Notwithftanding  the  unheard-of  fufFerings 
undergone  by  this  worthy  man,  in  his  differ- 
ent travels^  he  is  jftill  eagerly  delirous  of  re- 
turning to  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  there 
to  make  difcoveries  whicK  he  thinks  would  be 
highly  ufeful  to  commerce  and  natural  hif- 
tory.  Since  hb  return  he  has  employed 
every  moment  in  the  acquirement  of  a  know- 
ledge of  geography,,  botany,  a{b:<MiQmy,  &c. 
in  the  hop*  of  once  more  travelling  through 
countries  where  he  experienced  fo  many  mif- 
fortuneS  ; .  but  *  whither,  nevcrtbelefs,  he  ar- 
dently wifhes  to  return :  as  his  circumAances 
will  not  permit  him  to  undertake  it  at  his 
own  ^xpence ;  he  takes  the  liberty  of  addref- 
fing  the  following  refledions  to  government. 

A  tafte  for  difcoveries  in  tvtry  way  is  the 
charafteriftic  of  an  enlightened  age..  One  of 
the  kinds  of  knowledge  of*  the  moft  ufeful 
acquirement  is  inconteftably  that  of  the  globe 

we 
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we  inhabit ;  it  is  perhaps  the  only  one  that 
wc  can  ever  hope  of  carrying  tP  perfed^ion ; 
for  it  confifts  only  of  pofitive  things,  and  not- 
withflanding  the  multitade  of  -ihofe  things 
their  number  is  limited. 

There  are  parts  of  Europe  lefs  known  to 
our  men  of  fcience  than  icvoral  parts  of  Afia 
and  America.  As  to  Africa^  which  is  at  fo 
fmall  a  diflance  from  us,  we  hear  it  fpoken 
of  from  our  infancy,  and  yet  we  are  hardly 
acquainted  with  its  coafls. 

The  difficulty  of  penetrating  into  fome  of 
the  inland  parts  has  not  rcpreffed  the  efforts, 
hbr  damped  tbfc  zeal  of  feveraL  travellers. 
}Aefffs.  Sparmaftf  .Gordon^  Pater/on^ « Le  Vail^ 
tantj  MaJfoHj  Bruce j  and  a  few  others,  have 
already  afforded,  and  will  yet  afford  to.  Eu- 
rope, aftonifhed  at  their  courage,  new  infor- 
mation concerning'  people,  till  their  time 
fufpefted  of.  cruelty,  though  perhaps  the 
gentleft  in  the  univerfe.  But  their  knowledge 
4i4  not  extend  beyond  the  Caffres,  the  liot- 
•    a  a  .,     vtcRtots, 
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tentotSy  andtbe  AbyffinianS)  whofc  territorio 
are  but  a  very  inconfiderable  portion  of  the 
immenfe  countries  of  Africa. 

All  the  interior  part,  which  is  filled  in  our 
maps  with  the  vague  word  dcfcrt,  or  by  the 
names^of  pretended  nations,  that  probably  ne- 
ver exTfted,  deferves,  perhaps,  as  much  as 
the  reft,  the  honour  of  being  vifited  by  E^uro- 
ropean  travellers,  _ 

The'  French  goyernmenit  might,  at  pre- 
fent,  at  very  little  expence,  fet  on  foot  forae 
of  the  moft  important  refeatches  that  have 
ever  yet  been  undertaken  on  land. 

The  foilowinfi:  are  the  obftaicles  to  be  over« 
come,  to  infure  the  f^tcce^s  of  the  enterprise. 

1.  The  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate. 

2.  The  pretended  feropipus  difpoiition  of 
the  inhabitants, 

3. .  The  ignorance  of  the  Arabic  tongue. 

4.  The  dreadful  fatigues  of  .fiich  a  journey, 

5.  The  difficulty  of  conveying  the  different 
iliflruments,  abfolutely.  ni^Qeflary  tp  make 
nfeful  obfervationSt 

6.  The 
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6.  Thtf  uniting  in  one  or  two  perfons  the 
variety  of  knowledge,  Without  which  the  ex- 
pedition would  be  almoft  ufelefa. 

7.  The  indifpenfabic  charges* 

If  the  aiithor  of  the  travels  hire  offered  to 
the  public,  were  chofen  to  put^  the  plan  he 
propofes  in  execution,  the  four  iirft  obftaclcs 
would  be  removed  in  regard  to  hinnr ;  for,  t 
It  is  proved  that  he  can  bear  the  climate^ 
having  been  a  flave  in  the  defert,  and  eicaped 
its  banefo}  effeds.  2.  He  is  accuftomedto 
the  maMbers  and  cuftoms  of  the  people,  who 
fb  far  from  being  ferocious,  are  the  beft  peo- 
ple in  the  imiverfe,  when  one  knows  how  to 
conform  to  their  way  of  life.  Befides,  having 
been  the  Emperor  of  Morocco's  Have,  his 
perfon  is  facred  in  the  eyes  of  the  numerous 
nations,who,  far  as  well  as  near,  acknowledge 
that  fovercign  as  their  lord  paramount.  He  is 
perfonally  acquainted  with  the  reigning  Empe- 
ror, and  the  Sirikj  or  Great  Saint ^  whofe  fpi- 
ritual  power  extends  indifcriminately  to  all 
the  Mahometans  of  the  defcrt,  and  to  whom 


VI  PREFACE. 

thcjr  pay  unbounded  rcfpeft  and  deference. 
'.Letters  of  reconunendadion  from  thefe  two 
great  perfonagcs,  which  he  '  is  fure  of  ob- 
taining, would  infure  the  fafety  of  his  perfon 
from  Mogador  to  Egypt.  .  ^.  During  his 
flavcryyand  ftay  in  Africa,  M.  Saugnier  learned 
Arabic  enough  to  fpeak  it  fluently.  4.  He 
has  crofTed  on  foot  all  that  part  of  the  defert, 
confmcd  between  the  Niger  and  Cape  Nun  ;  , 
and  fince  that  time  has  never  been  on  horfe- 
back  or  in  a  carriage,  as  niuch  from  tafte  as 
through  econonjy.  He  cannot  therefore  dread 
fatijgue,  of;  whatever  kind  it  be. 

It  .would  not  be  ex^tremely  difficult  to  re- 
iQove  the  fifth  obftacle^  in  a  country  where 
there  are  as  many  camels  as  inhabitants.Thus 
the  finall  number  of  inflruments  indiipenfably 
neceffary  to  take  altitudes,  and  draw  plans, 
might  be  eafily  conveyed  on  the  backs  of  thefc 
animals. 

If  a  ytsy  fcnjpulous  regard  be  not  had  to 
the  fixth  article,  M.  Saugnier  flatters  himfelf 
he  ihould  b?  abl^  to  juftify  the  confidence' 

that 
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thatmight  be  repofcd  in  him.Originally  intend- 
ed for  the  church,  he  received  a  tolerably  good 
education ;  and  having  fince  his  return  affidu- 
oufly  ftudied  whatever  might  be  uieful  to  him 
in  fuch  a  journey,  he  would  be  capable  of 
making  good  obfcrvations  in  almoft  all  the  ef- 
fential  matters  that  regard  a  traveller* 

No  apprehenfion  need  be  entertained  as  to 
the  laft  article ;  for  the  .expence  is  next  to 
nothing  in  a  country  where  one  goes  almoft 
naked,  and  where  there  rfre  no  other  means 
of  travelling  but  with  the  caravans,  among 
people  who  have  not  even  an  idea  of  luxury, 
and  who  confine  the  neceflaries  of  life  with- 
in very  narrow  bounds.  Thirty  thoufand 
livres  at  moft,  would  fuffice  for  an  expedition 
of  about  four  years,  which  M.  Saugnicr 
would  undertake  with  a  friend,  who,  having 
been  his  companion  in  flavery,  is  as  much  ?.c- 
cuflomed  to  fatigue  as  himfclf.  The  only 
recompence  he  would  a(k,  would  be  a  penfioii 
of  a  thoufand  crowns,  Ihould  he  be  fortunate 

enough 
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eoou^  to  return  from  fo  dangerous  an  enters 
prize. 

The  plan  prc^fed  is,  to  go  to  Morocco,  there 
to  ffdcure  the  nec^&iy  recommendations, 
and  then  to  proceed  to  Senegal,  and  from 
thence  to  Tombut,  up  the  ftream  of  the  Ni- 
ger; from*  that  city  \f.  Saugnier  could  under- 
take one  or  other  of  two  joumies  which  have 
never  been  attempted  by  any  European,  and 
which  would  afF*rd  information  abfolutely 
novel,  concerning  nadtms  whofe  very  exift- 
encc  is  unknown  to  us.  The  firft  would  be 
to  repair  from  Tombut  to  Abyffinia,  either  by 
travelling  through  Bilidulgerid,  or  by  viliting 
and  afcertaining  the  fource  of  the  Niger,  as 
Mr.  Bruce  did  that  of  the  Nile  ;  the  fecond 
would  be  to  go  from  Tombut  to  Mofambique, 
after  having  paffed  through  the  very  heart  of 
Africa.  Perhaps  it  would  be  poffible  to  efta- 
blifh  a  regular  trade  from  that  coaft  to  Sene- 
I  gal,  and  to  make  immenfe  gain  in  thofe  vafl 

countries  where  gold  is  the  moft  abundant 

produdion  of  the  earth. 

VOYAGES 
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VOYAGES 


TO 


The  coast  of  Africa. 


FIRST    FOTAGE. 


TO  SENEGAL. 


¥  I  iHE  defire  of  recollefting  my  pafl:  mis- 
X.  fortunes,  and  the  various  fituations  into 
which  the  circumftances  of  my  life  have  led 
me,  joined  to  the  folicitations  of  feveral  of 
my  friends,  who,  having  iuterefted  thcm- 
Iclves  in  my  diftrefs,  were  defirous  of  being 
more  particularly  acquainted  with  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  people  I  lived  among,  have  made 
me  take  the  refolutjon  of  drawing  up  memoirs 
of  the  events  of  my  life.  It  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  judge  of  the  imppflibility  I  labour  un- 
der of  fully  anfvvering  the  expeftaticns  of 
thpfe  who  Ihall  read  this  work,  if  they  will 
but  deign  to  confider  that  feveral  years  at 

B  leaft 
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eoou^  to  retam  from  fo^langeroas  an  enters 
ftize. 

The  plan  propofcd  is,  to  go  to  Morocco,  there; 
to  ffdciue  the  neceflaiy  recommendations, 
and  then  to  proceed  to  Senegal,  and  from 
thence  to  -X^'mbut,  up  the  ftream  of  the  Ni- 
ger; from*  that  city  \f.Saugtiier  could  under*- 
take  one  or  other  of  twor joumies  which  have 
never  been  attempted  by  any  European,  and 
which  would  aff?*rd  information  abfolutely 
novel,  concerning  natibns  whofe  very  exift- 
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The  coast  of  Africa. 


FIRST    FOTAGE. 


TO  SENEGAL. 


THE  define  of  recollefting  my  pafl:  mis- 
fortunes, and  the  various  fituations  into 
ivhich  the  circumftances  of  my  life  have  led 
ine,  joined  to  the  folicitations  of  fevcral  of 
my  friends,  who,  having  interefted  them- 
felves  in  my  diftrefs,  were  defirous  of  being 
more  particularly  acquainted  with  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  people  I  lived  among,  have  made 
me  take  the  refolution  of  drawing  up  memoirs 
of  the  events  of  my  life.  It  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  judge  of  the  imppflibility  I  labour  un- 
der of  fully  anfwering  the  expeftations  of 
thpfe  who  Ihall  read  this  work,  if  they  will 
but  deign  to  confider  that  feveral  years  at 

B  leaft 
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Icaft  of  ftay  and  ftudy  arc  ncccflary  to  know 
ali  the  cuftoms  of  a  people,  A  flave  in  one 
country,  and  a  traveller  concerned  in  trade 
in  another,  I  remained  there  but  a  fliort  time, 
in  the  utter  want  of  every  thing  neceffary  to 
iiuike  jufl  obfervations.  I  only  fpeak  then  of 
what  1  have  feen  and  done,  without  affirm- 
ing that  the  fame.cufloms  prevail  all  over  th^ 
country.  If  I  have  not  the  fatisfaftion  of  an- 
fwering  the  expeftations  of  thofe  who  Ihall 
read  thcfe  memoirs^  I  Ihall  have  at  leaft  the 
certitude  of  advaqBing  nothing  but  what  is 
true,  in  fpite  of  the  teftimony  of  feveral  cele- 
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hard,  and  after  a  year's  appreiiticeihip,  found 
mylelf  capable  of  earning  wages  in  other 
ihops  at  Paris,  I  paffcd  feven  years  with  dif- 
ferent grocers. 

Without  fortune  to  fettle  in  the  world j  the 
circumftances  of  my  parents  having  fuffered 
from  their  eafinefs  in  regard  to  my  brother, 
who  had  not  fucceeded  in  trade,  and  reduced 
to  the  neceffity  either  of  embracing  the  eccle- 
liaftical  profeflion,  or  of  remaining  a  long 
time  fhopman,  I  came  to  the  refolutioh  of 
trying  my  fortune  in  the  coionies,  as  foon  as 
a  favourable  opportunity  Ihould  prefent  itfelf. 
It  offered  foon,  and  I  foon  found  two  bro- 
thers of  my  own  country,  who  had  projeftcd 
Settling  at  Senegal. 

The  manner  in  which  they  announced  their 
idefign  to  me,  the  fair  idea  they  had  formed 
of  the  moft  detcftable  country  in  the  univerfe, 
which  they  only  knew  from  the  falfe  repre^ 
feiitations  of  Meffrs.  Adanfon  and  Dumanet, 
the  little  hope  I  entertained  of  fettling  in  the 
World  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  condition  of 
my  family,  the  love  of  novelty,  the  flatter* 
ing  hope  of  making  a  rapid  and  brilliant  for* 
tunc,  my  want  of  experience,   my  diflike  t6 

B  3  my 
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my  bufiaefs,  every,  thing  in  fliort  concurred 
to  make  me  join  them  in  their  fchemes. 

I  was  in  want  of  money  for  tbcf  voya;gc. 
Had  I  made  known  my  intention  to  my  pa* 
rents  it  would  have  been  the  fureft  means 
of  obtaining  nothing ;  I  was  therefore  obliged 
to  diffemble,  and  entered  into  treaty  for  a 
grocer*s  ftock  in  trade.  My  family  thought 
the  matter  certain,  and  advanced  the  firft 
fums  necefiary  for  my  pretended  cnterprife. 
This  was  the  oqly  money  I  could  obtain* 
More  had  indced'been  promifed  me,  but  one 
of  my  brothers,  a  prieft  of  the  community  of 
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voyage ;  they  knew  that  I  undcrftood  the 
commerce  of  drugs  and  grocery ^  as  well  as 
diflillation,  and  hoped  that  my  knowledge 
would  fill  up  the  void  left  in  our  defigns  by 
the  fmallnefs  of  my  flock  of  money.  The 
name  of  thele  young  men  was  Floquet ;  they 
were  fons  of  a  tanner,  of  Wailly  in  Picardy, 
and  died  both  of  them  in  Senegal. 

The  NIarquis  de  Beccaria,  of  a  Swifs  fa- 
mily, fecond  captain  of  the  African  battalion, 
was  waiting  at  Nantz,  to  embark  on  board 
the  Catherine,  a  fliip  belonging  to  M*  Aubry 
de  la  Foffc,  the  head  of  a  commercial  houfe 
in  Senegal.  This  officer  made  a  verbal  agree- 
ment for  our  paffage  v/ith  M,  Aubry,  at  the 
rate  of  three  hundred  livrcs  each  ;  and  as 
ibon  as  the  (hip  was  ready  to  fail  we  fet  off 
£or  Nantz.  We  were  hardly  arrived,  wheji 
the  elder  of  my  travelling  companions  repaired 
to  the  houfe  of  M.  Aubry,  who  cafily  per- 
ceived that  it  wa3  our  intention  to  (ettle  at 
Senegal;  he  was  coufequcntly  afraid  of  a 
competition  in  the  colony,  prejudicial  to  the 
interefts  of  his  houfe,  a  reafon  v»'hich  induced 
i>iin  to  alk  a  thoufand  livres  for  the  paffige 
of  each  of  us,  without  permitting  us  to  take 
any  thing  on  board  but  our  trunks. 

B  3  Conditions 
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totap^j  with  the  Ba}ronnoire,  but  loft  fight 
of  her  in  the  duik  of  the  evening.  On  our 
approach  to  Cape  Finifterre  we  met  with  ter- 
rible gales  of  wind,  which  obliged  us  to  lay- 
too  for  five  fucccflive  days.  There  was  a  talk 
tti  board  of  putting  into  fome  neighbouring 
port,  but  the  wind  having  abated  we  again 
made  fail. 

//The  night  of  the  7th  of  January,  1784, 
the  captain,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  and  fee- 
ing that  we  fleered  our  courfe,  and  that  the 
weather  was  to  b^  depended  upon,  left  the 
care  of  his  watch  to  his  lieutenant,  a  young 
liTan  who  owed  his  appointment  to  his  in- 
terefl:,  and  of  the  extent  of  whofe  abilities 
he  was  ignorant. 

The  giddy  youth,  who  had  as  yet  only 
ferved  two  years  on  board  the  King's  Ihip, 
dazzled  with  the  idea  of  commanding  a 
watch,  let  the  helmfman  fteer  as  he  pleafed. 
The  captain,  awakened  by  a  Ihock  the  ihip 
received,  ran  upon  deck,  faw  where  the  mif- 
thief  arofe,  and  remedied  it  with  admirable 
prcfence  of  mind.  The  weather  was  ftill  fine, 
every  thing  was  repaired  as  well  as  circum- 
ilances  would  admit,  and  we  continued  our 
courfe  without  any  appearance  of  danger. 

The 
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THe  captain  was  every  day  at  great  pains  to 

inftruft  his  lieutenant ;  and  notwithftanding 
he  knew  his  inexperience,  yet  cither  widiiag 
to  improve  him  at  all  hazards,  or  thinking 
we  had  no  longer  any  danger  to  run,  or  aclu* 
.ated  by  fome  other  motive,  it  was  never  pof- 
fible  to  divine,  he  ftill  left  him  in  the  care  of 
his  watch. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th,  the  mate,  who 
was  the  owner's  fon,  taking  the  lieutenant's 
watch,  perceived  the  land, .  we  were  then  at 
ffnoft  at  three  leagues  diflance,  and  running 
.for  it  with  the  wind  abaft •  One  hour  later, 
and  not  a  foul  would  have  been  faved.  The 
lofty  mountains  which  prefented  themfelyes 
to  our  view,  were  taken  by  all  the  crew  for 
Alogadore,  where  there  are  none  at  all :  fatal 
./experience  however  made  us  but  too  certain 
that  they  were  tbofe  oflfeJ  de  Non. 

This  new  fault  of  the  lieutenant,  who  took 
no  notice  of  his  feeing  the  land,  did  not  open 
the  captain's  eyes  as  to  the  danger  to  which 
he  expofed  us  all,  by  intruding  him  with  the 
care  of  the  watch.  The  crew  began  to  mur- 
mur, and  feveral  failors,  no  ftrangerS  to  thofc 
feas,  faid  plainly  that  we  were  running  to  our 
ruin,   as  indeed  it  happened  on  the  17th  of 

January, 
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January,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  juft 
after  the  lieutenant's  watch  had  been  relieved, 
without  any  one's  having  fcen  the  land. 

Every  experienced  captain  knows  that  the 
currents  always  fet  towards  the  Coaft  of 
Africa,  that  there  are  long  banks  of  fand 
which  run  a  great  way  out  to  fea,  that  in  the 
morning  and  evening  it  is  difficult  to  diftin- 
guifh  them  from  the  water ;  that  in  (hort,  in 
many  places,  it  is  impoflible  to  fee  the  land 
at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  ;  thefe  reafons 
and  the  built  of  the. (hip,  owing  to  which  (he 
necefTarily  made  more  lee- way  than  French 
vcfTels  fhoiild  have,  induced  us  to  keep  fur- 
ther out,  efpecially  as  we  had  made  the  land 
only  two  days  before. 

The  terrible  (hock  occafioned  by  our  fink- 
ing on  the  fand-bank,  brought  us  all  out  of 
dur  cabins.  Nothing  could  be  diftinguifhed, 
horrible  cries  were  heard  on  every  fide,  and 
the  fallors  ran  about  the  deck,  without  know- 
ing whither  they  were  going.  One  laid  hold 
of  a  hen-coop,  and  another  of  the  rigging, 
while  the  fea  broke  entirely  over  us;  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  the  dreadful  roaring 
of  the  waves,  our  officers*  ignorance  of  the 
place  where  they  had  run  the  (hip  aground, 

and 
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pnd  death  before  our  eyes,  every  thing  in 
^ort  robbed  us  of  our  recoUeftion,  and  drove 
us  to  defpair. 

Our  Ihip,  however,  being  Dutch  built, 
made  very  little  water,  and  it  would  have  been 
eafy  to  let  go  an  anchor,  to  lighten,  and  to  fet 
her  afloat,  but  nobody  thought  of  fo  fimple 
an  expedient,  which  would  have  faved  us  all. 
We  reiigncd  qurlelves  to  the  will  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  and  waited  for  day,  without 
coming  to  any  refolution« 

About  half  after  five  the  (hip,  beat  by  the 
breakers,  which  followed  one  another  incef- 
fantly,  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  the 
^ianger  appeared  more  urgent.  The  i>oat- 
fwain  perceiving  that  Ihe  continued  upright, 
aikd  wifliing  to  keep  her  \fx  that  pofition,  cut 
laway  the  mafts,  we  then  laboured  to  lighten 
Ithe  veffcl,  that  Ihe  might  drive  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  ihore. 

About  feyeu  o'clock  the  captain  put  a  flop 
to  all  work  that  we  might  come  to  fome  kind 
pf  refolution  in  fuch  unfortunate  circum- 
ftances.  Nobody  knew  where  we  were. 
Some  aflb'ted  that  we  were  afliore  on  one  of 
the  Canary  Iflands,  and  others  on  the  Coaft 
pf  Africa.     Being  recovered  however  from 

our 
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company  With  the  Bayonnoife,  but  loft  fight 
of  her  in  ^e  duik  of  the  evening.  On  our 
approach  to  Cape  Finifterre  we  met  with  ter- 
rible gales  of  wind,  which  obliged  us  to  lay 
too  for  five  fucccflive  days.  There  was  a  talk 
tti  board  of  putting  into  fome  neighbouring 
port,  but  the  wind  having  abated  we  again 
xnade  fail. 

/  The  night  of  the  7th  of  January,  1784, 
the  captain,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  and  fee- 
ing that  we  ftcered  our  courfe,  and  that  the 
weather  was  to  be  depended  upon,  left  the 
care  of  his  watch  to  his  lieutenant,  a  young 
inan  who  owed  his  appointment  to  his  in- 
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THc  c^tain  was  every  day  at  great  paiAS  to 

inftruft  his  licutcoant ;  aod  notwithftanding 
he  koew  his  inexperience,  yet  cither  wifliiHg 
to  improve  him  at  all  hazards,  or  thinking 
we  had  no  longer  any  danger  to  run,  or  actu* 
ated  by  fome  other  motive,  it  was  never  pof- 
(ible  to  divine,  he  ftill  left  him  iu  the  care  of 
his  watch. 
:  On  the  night  of  the  14th,  the  mate,  who 
was  the  owner's  fon,  taking  the  lieutenant's 
watch,  perceived  the  land, .  we  were  then  at 
tnof):  at  three  leagues  diflance,  and  running 
for  it  with  the  wind  abaft.  One  hour  latQr, 
and  not  a  foul  would  have  been  faved.  Tiic 
lofty  mountains  which  prefented  themfelyes 
to  our  view,  were  taken  by  all  the  crew  for 
JVIogadore,  where  there  are  none  at  all :  fetal 
^experience  however  made  us  but  too  certain 
that  they  were  thofe  of //W  de  Non. 

This  new  fault  of  the  lieutenant,  who  took 
no  notice  of  his  feeing  the  land,  did  not  open 
the  captain's  eyes  as  to  the  danger  to  which 
he  expofed  us  all,  by  intruding  him  with  the 
care  of  the  watch.  The  crew  began  to  mur- 
mur, and  feveral  failors,  no  ftrangers  to  thofc 
feas,  faid  plainly  that  we  were  running  to  our 
ruin,   as  indeed  it  happened  on  the  17th  of 

January, 
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January,  lat'faur  o*clock  in  the  morning,  joil: 
after  tbe  lieutenant*};  watch  had  been  relieved, 
without  any  one's  having  fcen  the  land. 

Every  experienced  captain  knows  that  the 
currents  always  let  towards  the  Coaft  of 
Africa,  tliat  there  are  long  banks  of  fand 
which  run  a  great  way  out  to  fea,  that  in  the 
morning  and  evening  it  is  difficult  to  diftin- 
guifh  them  from  the  water ;  that  in  (hort,  in 
many  places,  it  is  impoffible  to  fee  the  land 
at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  ;  thefe  reafons 
and  the  built  of  the. (hip,  owing  to  which  ihe 
neceffarily  made  nwre  ke-way  than  French 
^cffels  fhould  have,   induced  us  to  keep  fur- 
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fuod  death  before  our  eyes,  every  thmg  in 
^hort  robbed  us  of  ovr  recolle£iiony  zM  drove 
us  to  defpair^ 

Our  Ihip,  however,  being  Dutch  built, 
made  very  little  water,  and  it  would  have  been 
eafy  to  let  go  an  anchor,  to  lighten,  and  to  fet 
her  afloat,  but  nobody  thought  of  fo  fimple 
an  expedient,  which  would  have  laved  us  alL 
We  refigncd  Qurlelves  to  the  will  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  and  waited  for  day,  without 
/coming  to  any  refolution. 

About  half  after  five  the  fhip,  beat  by  the 
breakers,  which  followed  one  another  incef- 
fantly,  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  the 
ganger  appeared  more  urgent.  The  t>oat- 
fwain  perceiving  that  Ihe  continued  upright, 
SijoA  wifliing  to  keep  her  in  that  pofition,  cut 
faway  the  mafts,  we  then  laboured  to  lighten 
ithc  veffcl,  that  Ihe  might  drive  nearer  and 
xiearer  to  the  ihore. 

About  {even  o'clock  the  captain  put  a  flop 
to  all  work  that  we  might  come  to  fome  kind 
pf  refolution  in  fuch  unfortunate  circum^ 
Oances.  Nobody  knew  where  we  were. 
Some  afllbrted  that  we  were  afliore  on  one  of 
the  Canary  Iflands,  and  others  on  the  Coaft 
pf  Africa.     Being  recovered  however  from 

our 
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our  lirft  fright,  our  whqle  attention  was 
turned  to  the  fafeft  means  of  reaching  the  land, 
whatever  it  might  be. 

We  were  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league 
froih  it,  nor  could  we  diftinguifli  any  thing 
on  the  fhore ;  this  however  did  not  prevent 
M.  Decham,  the  mafter*s  mate,  a  native  of 
Bourdeaux,  only  nineteen  years  old,  but  of  a 
bold  and  intrepid  difpofition,  from  leaping 
into  the  fca.  He  tied  the  *  deepfea-line  round 
his  wailt,  that  it  might  ferve  him  to  tow  a 
fomewhat  thicker  rope  afliorc,  that  would 
have  been  a  great  affiftance  to  us,  in  cafe  of 
the  fl>ip's  going  to  pieces. 
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in  Europe  by  the  general  name  of  Moprs, 
compofe  however  feveral  nations ;  thof^ 
whom  we  perceived  are  the  defcendants  of 
the  wandering  Arabs,  and  of  the  Portugefe 
fugitives,  who  took  refuge  in  Zaara  when 
the  fherifs  made  themfelves  matters  of  the 
three  kingdoms  of  Barbary ;  they  are  known 
in  Africa  by  the  general  appellation  of  Nar* 
Thofe  who  occupy  the  country  where  )ve 
were  wrecked,  are  called  Mongcarts:  they 
are  only  governed  by  chiefs  of  hordes,  and 
acknowledge  no  fovereign  but  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco,  to  whom  however  they  pay  no 
tribute,  and  whofe  very  laws  they  do  not 
jobferve ;  thofe  who  inhabit  the  country  to- 
wards Cape  Blanco,  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
Niger,  are  known  by  feveral  names,  and  have 
their  own  princes  ;  the  mofl  confiderable  are 
the  King  of  the  Blacnars*,  and  the  King  of 
the  Trafnarsf. 

Thefe  people  are  miferably  poor,  deftitute 
of  every  thing,  and  live  only  upon  what  they 
can  find  or  fteal.  The  earth  they  inhabit 
not  fupplying  their  wants,  they  eagerly  feize 

♦  In  1786  thejiame  of  the  reigning  king  was  Halicon. 
f  His  name  was  Admet-Modar. 

every 
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ev€r^  thing  tbsitfeems  likdytafatisfy  theBii 
TJbcy  came  runaing  down  in  crowds  to  the 
fca-lide^  and  bellawitig  in  the  moft  dreadful 
mannen 

On  hearing  their  cries  the  wretched  Efe* 
cham  left  his  caik^  and  throwing  himfelf  into 
the  fea^  attempted  ta  iwiih  hack  to  the  ihip  i 
but  he  was  foon  flopped  by  the  Moors,  who 
leaped  m  after  him*  They  dragged  him  to 
the  beach,  ftripped  him  of  his  fliirt,  and  led 
him  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  Standing  all  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  (hip,  we  ftretched  out  our 
arms  towards  them,  and  implored  their  mercy^ 
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they  fufpeiidod  him  by  the  feet^  fbmetime? 
they  held  him  tranrverfely,  and  handed  him 
from  one  to  another.  New  mountaineers 
coming  down  took  the  place  of  the  firft,  who 
began  to  dance  round  the  fire  with  horrid 
cries.  At  this  moment  we  gave  him  up  for 
loft^  our  frighted  imagination  making  us  re- 
gard as  the  height  of  inhumanity  in  this 
people,  what  was  no  more  than  the  figns  of 
their  pity  and  fenfibility. 

Our  failors,  little  accuftomcd  to  a  fight  of 
this  nature,  fancied  they  had  killed  and  eaten 
him;  fevcral  even  affirmed  that  they  had 
feeti  him  torn  to  pieces.  It  was  in  vain  we 
told  them  that  no  cannibals  exifled  on  thofe 
coafb,  nothing  could  make  them  change 
their  idea. 

Neither  the  orders  of  the  officers,  nor  of 
the  captain  himfelf,  were  any  longer  liflened 
tOi  They  imagined  that  the  favages  would 
be  bold  enough  to  come  on  board,  and  were 
determined,  they  faid,  to  fight  to  the  lafl: 
extremity. 

Finding  that  no  reafons  could  prevail  upon 
the  crew  to  Hghten  the  vefTel,  which  the 
waves  drove  towards  the  coafl,  I  went  upon 
decl^  (Bering  money  to  any  body  that  would 

take 
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take  it,  A  bag  of  twelve  hundred  livrcs,  that 
I  had  received  from  M.  FoUic,  was  emptied 
in  a  moment.  Although  they  were  cer- 
tain that  if  they  faved  their  lives,  this  money 
would  be  of  no  ule  to  them,  yet  it  ferved  to 
draw  theni  out  of  the  kind  of  Icthargv  into 
which  they  were  funk.  A  part  of  them  bu- 
ficd  themfelves  again  in  lightning  the  veflTel, 
while  the  others  put  the  arms  in  order.  They 
were  fcarcely  prepared,  when  the  captain  or- 
dered every  body  to  leave  off  work.  Hisdcfign 
was  to  repair  to  the  beach  in  parties,  well- 
armed. 
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idea;  the  long  boat  remsuned,   and  we  re- 
fblved  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  execute  the  fame 
prcyedt.  Working  with  the  greateft  ardour  to 
^it  over  the  fide,  weexhaufted  ourftrength, 
and  were  obliged  to  take  fome  refre(hment. 
This  was  what  faved  us.     Refleflion  made 
us  perceive  the  danger,  to  which  we  were  fo 
wantonly  ezpofing  ourfelves.     The  idea  of 
laying  a  deck  over  the  long-boat,  came  into 
the  head  of  one  of  us,  and  we  believed  it  to 
beofeafy  execution.     Our  captain  thinking 
we  were  wrecked  upon  Cape  Non,  hoped  by 
thefe  means  to  reach    the  Canary  Iflands. 
Others  faid  it  would  be  eafier  to  reach  Sene- 
gal, on  account  of  the  winds  that  prevail  in 
thofe  latitudes.     This  latter  opinion  was  the 
beft,  and  would  have  been  followed.     We  fet 
to  work,   but  without  fuccefs,  being  only 
able  to  nail  on  a  few  planks.     After  infinite 
pains  in  hoifling  out  the  boat,   we  moored  it 
alongfide  with  ftout  ropes,   for  fear  it  ihould 
meet  with  the  fame  fate  as  our  barge.    We 
then  put  on  board  provifions,  money,  arms, 
and  our  moft  valuable  efFe£fcs ;  but  however 
wiiely  our  meafures  were  taken,  we  were 
once  more  difappointed  in  our  hopes. 

C  Tfafr 
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The  fearan  fo  high  that  wfe  were  obliged 
to  get  out  again*  It  was  with  great  regfc^ 
that  we  left  our  long-boat.  Soon  after  odj^ 
of  the  ropes  by  which  it  was  mo&red  break* 
iag,  it  daflied  violently  againft  the  ihip*s  fide*, 
hi  fpite  of  the  danger  it  was  moored  anew  ; 
but  as  it  was  all  over  leaks^  and  as  it  was  ixxxr 
pofiible  to  hoift  it  in,  we  were  reduced  tor 
the  fad  nec^ffity  of  letting  it  go  altogether- 
It  was  hardly  upon  the  beach  when  tho 
Moors  came  down.  They  laid  hands  oc^ 
every  thing  it  contailned,  hauled  it  over  tho 
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every  wave  that  came  we  thought  (he  would 
have  parted*  On  the  other  hand,  the  danger 
to  which  we  imagined  we  (hould  expofc 
ourfelves,  even  if  we  had  the  good  fortune 
to  reach  the  (hore,  feemed  ftill  more  terrible. 
Otir  fpirits  gave  way  to  thefe  refleftions,  and 
dcfpbndency  and  conftcrnation  were  piftured 
in  every  countenance. 

The  cooper,  a  bold  fellow,  and  an  excellent 
fwimmer,  foon  recalled  us  from  our  fad  rc- 
Heiftions,  "  Friends,"  faid  he  to  his  fellow 
ikilors,  "  we  muft  pcrijfh  here,  or  fall  into 
the  hands  of  thofe  people  ;  there  is  no  other 
alternative,  and  my  incertitude  as  to  the  fete 
that  awaits  me  is  more  dreadful  than  death 
itfelf.  1  am  going  to  fwim  alhore.  Obferve 
well  what  they  do  with  me.  If  they  do  not 
kill  me  I  will  make  you  a  fignal ;  but  at  all 
events  1  fhall  have  the  confolation  of  dying 
before  you/' 

We  were  all  aftoniflied  at  his  refolution, 
2(nd  nobody  thought  of  flopping  him.  He 
leaped  into  the  fea ;  more  th?.n  twenty  Moors 
fwartt'to  meet  him,  affifted  him  in  getting 
to  the  beach,  ftrippcd  him  of  his  (hirt,  ex- 
pbfed  him  to  the  fire,  as  they  had  Decham, 
X  ■  "*  Ca  danced 
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lliere  was  a  little  fire,  and  after  having  ftripu 
ped  them,  left  t)^em  there.  No  more  than 
eleven  remained  on  board.  We  began  a  new 
raft  with  the  greateft  dihgence ;  it  was  faon 
ready,  and  though  of  little  folidity,  afforded 
sootii  for  five  perfons.  Four  faved  theixifelvea 
without  accident,  the  fifth  was  affifted  by  a 
Moor,  who  was  on  his  return  with  what  be 
had  plundered  in  the  (hip. 

Six  of  us  were  left  behind,  without  the  pof- 
fibility  of  making  another  raft,  the  great 
number  of  Moors  bufied  in  plundering,  ren-r 
dering  it  impracticable.  We  therefore  refolved 
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kftthefad  witneiles  of  thedifputcs  of  the 
reft  to  know  to  whom  we  fhouid  belong.  -, 
.-  Seeing  them  rufh  upon  us  with  their  fabres 
idrawDt  we  did  not  well  know  what  to  think; 
JVC  were  naked  and  unarmed  ;  nor  had  we  as 
yet  perceived  our  two  fellows  in  misfortune* 
.who  had  fwam  to  the  fhore  on  the  preceding 
:evening.  >We  all  believed  the  laft  momeuts  of 
our  life  at  hand,  and  inflindiveJy  took  flightt 
with  the  intention  of  preferving  it  a  fewipai* 
nutes  longer. 

^  A  bloody  confii£l:  followed  for  the  pof&df-* 
^  fioQ  of  our  perfons,  all  of  them  attempting 
to  lay  hold  of  us.  Several  of  our  people  wece 
.defperately  wounded,  and  I  noyfelf  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  flopped  by  two  Moors,  al-* 
.moft  at  the  fame  inftant.  He  who  had  touched 
mc  firft  pretended  I  was  iis  ;  fuch  was  the 
law  ;  but  his  adveriary,  too  cruel  to  hear  reg- 
ion, endeavoured  to  fettle  the  difpute  by  my 
.ideath. 

■'•  I  parried  the  flab  he  made  at  me,  and  had 
only  two  fingers  hurt  by  the  poignard  ;  this 
aAion  cofl  him  his  life  ;  he  was  not  quick 
enough  in  putting  himfelf  on  his  guard  againfl 
my  true  maflcr^   who,  having  like  him  his 

dagger 


$6 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


dagger  in  his  hand^  laid  him  breathlefs  at  hil 
feet. 

The  MocM*  to  whofe  lot  I  fell,  then  led  me 
to  the  place  where  were  his  brothers,  his 
wives,  and  his  ilaves»  The  fire. they  applied 
to  my  wound,  to  flanch  the  blood,  flopped, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  progrefs  of  the  poiibu 
Plants,  dipped  in  turtle*oil,  were  afterward* 
wrapped  round  my  hand,  and  ere  long  I  ex^ 
pcrienccd  the  moft  perfcdt  cure. 

Let  any  one  figure  to  himfclf,  if  pofiible, 
the  fad  fituation  of  a  man,  who,  having  never 
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out  inquietudo  for  the  fktal  {lxx>ke,  and  coa  - 
iidered  it  as  the  happy  period  of  my  woes. 
•  The  difputes  of  the  Moors  about  the  nioft 
trifling  matter  that  excited  their  cupidity,  and 
the  blows  and  ftabs  they  dealt  on  one  another* 
xnade  me  believe  they  were  facrificing  my 
wretched  fellows  in  misfortune  to  their  fury. 
I  had  feen  two  of  my  countrymen  knocked 
down  by  my  fide;  I  thought  they  had  beea 
killed)  and  I  no  longer  gave  any  faith  to  th^ 
hiftorians  who  have  defcribed  the  manners  of 
tfaefe  people.  I  belie  ved-them  to  be  cannibals.  I 
was  feparated  from  my  countrymen,  I  was 
furrounded  by  a  fcore  or  two  of  Moors,  and 
I  fincied  that  we  had  been  (hared  in  this  man- 
ner to  ferve  for  their  family  repafts.  The 
ftones  brought  to  fupport  the  fire,  the  fag- 
gots, and  the  fragments  of  cafks  piled  up  near 
the  fpot  where  I  was  detained.  Teemed  fo  many 
inftruments  of  the  torments  referved  for  me. 
In  this  perfuafion  I  once  more  recommended 
my  foul  to  God,  and  when  my  prayer  was 
€ver,  waited  quietly  for  deaths  and  looked  up- 
on what  I  thought  the  preparation  for  it 
wkhout  dilmay.  My  tranquillity  however 
was  not  philofophy,  but  rather  an  entire  con- 
fidence 
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fidcnce  in  the  mercy  of  the  Divinity.  The 
drefUng  put  upon  my  wound  did  not  remove 
this  fatal  idea. 

'r^  :The  dances^  and  the  cruel  joy  of  the  women: 
who  furrounded  me^  and  plucked  out:  my, 
hair  J  rather  out  of  curiofity  than  a  mifchtevous 
defign,  and  who,  without  thinking  of  covers 
ing me,  rejoiced  at  having  me  amongpthom^ 
all  concurred  to  confirm  me  in  my  opiniotu 
Ik  was  at  length  diipelled,  wJben  J  beh/eld 
them  take  a  pleafure  in  &cing  mc  drink  the 
milk  that  was  offered  me  about  ten  o'clock  in 

moft  mife 
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'  The  followkig  day  our  maftert  permitted  vs 
aU  to  aflemble  upon  the  beach^  Such  of  oar 
party  as  belonged  to  the  Mongearts  had  beea 
treated  with  the  utmoft  humanity.  Scuxie 
had  ikins  Co  cover  then),  and  others  apparel 
that  their  mafters  had  plundered  from  the 
wreck.  As  to  thofe  who  belonged  to  tho 
Monfelemines,  they  were  all  naked  Hkemy^^ 
ieif,  nor  had  they  been  better  treated. 

This  diverfity  (£  manners  in  fuch  jieighNi 
bouring  nations,  made  me  believe,  that  with-^ 
out  doubt  my  companions  had  been  better 
treated  by  the  Mongearts,  merely  becaufe  that 
people  was  accuftomed  to  fee  Europeans  in 
the  river  of  Senegal,  and  at  Portendie,  and  I 
confequently  imagined  that  if  I  could  belong! 
to  them  I  fhould  certsunly  be  carried  to  the 
former  of  thofe  places^ 

This  idea,  true  or  falfe,  made  me  form  the 
prejjeQ:  of  cfcaping,  fhould  it  be  in  my  power^ 
from  the  place  where  my  mafler  kept  his- 
wives  and  flaves.  The  little  or  no  attention 
thiat waspaid  to  me,  induced  me,  about  nine* 
in  the  morning,  to  make  for  the  interior  part  of 
tbe^tmtry^  without  knowing  whither  I  waif 
going. 

I  had 


9> 


VWAiMEftOI^ 


:  I  had  hardly  (Mf^cMd  ha^t  leagtfe  wh«n  { 
tvas  met  by  a  party  of  Moors,  wbd  made  m« 
^tdck^n  my  pace,  aiid  condo^ted  me  to  their 
tetits,  where  I  faw  an  abundance  of  goats  arid 
camels.  They  gave  me  milk  a»  feoft  at  I  a^-^ 
ik^tAy  and  covered  me  with  feveiral  goat-(kitli 
fewed  together* 

Although  I  was  much  fatigued,  and  had 
paffed  two  nights  without  fleep,  it  was  in  viin 
to  think  of  rcpofe.  I  was  obliged  to  walk  all 
^y  long.  Towarda  night  we  ftc^f^d,  and  I 
paifed  it  moft  peacefully,  although  expofed  to 


lftie}[ibppad^  AVitihiottt  ^ling  to  coiid\iA  me 

^  Oa  th&  fir  ft  day  my  focdtfteps  'Were  iBarked 
l;Qf  my  blood;  but  the  Arabs  having  drawa 
out  the  th<]lnii9  haviug  kraped  the  fole^  of 
xny  feet  with  their  daggers^  and  plaiftered 
them  over  with  tar  and  fand,  I  walked  oa 
without  further  pain  or  difficulty. 

Their  intention^was  to  fell  me  to  the  (hips 
that  come  to  Senegal,  to  buy  gum,  and  every 
^y  they  repeated  to  me  in  Arabick,  Soui  faui 
ou'  cunnrfeine  Coder Jofjie  i  which,  as  I  after- 
wards learned,  ijgnifiea,  you  will  fbon  beat 
Senegal.  •  But  the  war  which  then  raged  tie* 
t ween  the  princes  of  thofe  cantons,  hindered:; 
them  from  executing  their  defigns. 

We  pafied  three  days  in  a  foreft  of  gum-^' 
trees.     The  utter  impofiibility  of  their  felling 
me  at  Senegal  obliging  them  to  return  by  the 
way  they  came,   we  fet  off  again,  and  after 
thirty  days  continual  walking,  I  arrived  at. 
my  iuafter's  tent^.    He  had  been  long  re^* 

'*  That  ii  to  &7»  die  way  backwards  and  fbrwardstook  op 
thirty  dayt,  and  as  tbeib  two  joumies.  may  be  confukred  as 
^ne^  the  whole.Toute  was  performed  ia  thirty-four. 

turned 
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mmed  from  the  plunder  of  the  fliip^  and  had 
been  obliged  on  account  of  his  flocks  to  re* 
move  towards  that  part  of  the  defert  that  fe- 
parates  the  territory  of  the  Moafelemines  from 
that  of  the  Mongearts*  My  food  during  this 
laborious  march  confifted  of  nothing  but  milk 
mixed  with  camel's  urine,  and  a  little  barley* 
meal  or  millet,  which  tbey  flir  up  in  hrackilh 
water,  whenever  they  havo  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  with  any. 

It  would  be  impoffible  to  defcribe  all  my 
fufferings  in  fo  long  a  journey.    I  ihould  have 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  33 

they  were  afraid  left  they  (hould  be  robbed  of 
their  prize,  and  did  not  chufe  to  run  the  rifle 
of  lofing  the  profit  they  hoped  to  derive  from 
the  fale  of  my  perfon. 

In  the  defert  very  excellent  land  is  to  be 
met  with,  which,  if  cultivated,  would  doubt- 
lefs  produce  all  the  neceffaries  of  life.  We 
founct  there  an  abundance  of  truffles,  that  I 
ate  with  an  high  relifh,  the  Moors,  in  whofe 
company  I  was,  often  procuring  them  for  me# 
Being  accuftomed  to  live  on  milk,  they  con- 
tented themfelves  with  that  of  our  camels, 
and  chearfully  denied  themfelves  thofe  roots 
on  my  account.  I  had  no  complaint  to  make 
of  my  condudors ;  they  treated  me  with  hu- 
manity, and,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  pro- 
cured me  whatever  feemed  to  pleafe  me  the' 
moil. 

I  was  fo  (incerely  attached  to  them,  that  it 
was  not  without  regret  I  faw  them  fet  off  the 
day  after  our  arrival ;  nor  did  I  ever  fee  them 
again.  During  the  journey,  when  we  flopped 
in  the  evening,  they  went  thfsmfelves  in  queft 
of  wood  for  the  night,  and  left  me  to  take  care 
of  the  camels  and  baggage ;  nay,  very  often, 
when  they  perceived  I  was  too  much  fatigued, 

D  they 
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they  halted  two  or  three  hours  before  the  fet* 
ting  of  the  fun. 

The  horde  to  whieh  I  belonged,  was  cotn- 
pofed  of  fifty-two  tents,  foroetimes  all  together, 
fometimcs  divided,  according  as  the  conveni- 
ence of  pafturage  required.  Thefe  tents  are 
made  of  a  black  and  flout  ftufF,  woven  of 
goat^s  and  camel's  hair,  and  about  eighteen 
inches  wide;  they  are  fewed  together,  and 
two  crofs  fticks  fupport  the  tent.  All  their 
furniture  coniifts  of  Ibme  ftraw  ropes  for  their 
cattle,  an  earthen  pot  to  warm  their  milk,  or 
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necklaces  of  amber^  coraU  or  glafs  beads  of 
every  kind,  in  gold  or  filver  ear-rings,   ac- 
cording to  the  wealth  of  the  individual,   and 
ill  a  very  ample  pagne^  ofwhich  one  half  is 
red. 

I  pafTed  two  days  without  being  called  upon 
to  do  any  work  ;  on  the  third  they  fcnt  mc 
to  fetch  wood  for  the  tent.  For  this  purpof!^ 
an  old  cord  was  given  me,  and  a  child  accom- 
panied me,  to  (hew  me  the  proper  kind  td 
take. 

Although  the  whole  country  is  covered  with 
bufhes,  thefe  people  are  moft  careful  to  pre* 
ferve  them,  never  touching  a  green  ftick.  It 
veiy  often  tods:  me  two  whole  hours  to  feek 
for  dead  wood;  and  when  my  faggot  was 
fufiicient  for  the  day*s  confumptiQn,  I  carried 
it  to  the  tent. 

It  is  needlefs  to  defcant  on  what  I  fufiered 
from  this  work,  eafy  as  it  may  appear.  I 
pafled  the  whole  day  without  any  thing 
to  cover  me,  and  my  naked  ihoulders,  lace^ 
rated  by  my  burthen,  ufed  to  run  down  with 
blood. 

Contented  with  my  punctuality  and  affidu- 
ity,  in  furnifhing  the  neceffary  quantity  iof 
D  a  ♦Vood^, 
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wood,  they  next  employed  me  iii  making  but- 
ter. For  this  purpofe  they  put  their  milk  ia 
a  goat's  ikin^  fufpend  it  on  three  flicks,  and 
ihake  it  for  about  two  hours.  Such  were  my 
occupations  during  my  flay  in  this  tent. 

My  mafter  having  met  with  an  opportunity 
of  difpofing  of  me,  I  faw  a  barrel  of  meal,  and 
an  iron  bar  about  nine  feet  long  given  in  ex- 
change for  my  perfon  :  1  do  not  know  whe- 
ther the  purchafer  gave  any  thing  elfe. 

The  following  day,  as  foon  as  the  fun  arofe, 
we  fet  off,   and  walked  for  nine  fucceflive 
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AH  thefe  people  are  hofpitable  In  the  higheft 
degree.  When  a  ftranger  arrives  they  greet 
him  with  the  falutation  of  friendfliip,  and  of- 
ten deny  themfelves  food,  that  they  may  fup- 
ply  his  wants. 

Scarcely  was  I  arrived  among  the  Moors  in 
rebellion  againft  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
when  I  was  fold.  My  new  mafter  gave  me 
no  reft,  fending  me  the  vtry  next  day  to  keep 
his  camels,  the  care  of  the  goats  being  gene- 
rally entrufted  to  children.  I  paffed  day  after 
day  in  the  midft  of  the  mountains,  entirely 
abandoned  to  my  own  reflexions,  and  totally 
ignorant  of  the  fate  of  my  fellows  in  misfor- 
tune. 

The  long  journies  I  had  performed  had  left 
me  without  an  idea  of  the  country  I  was  in, 
and  the  hope  of  my  deliverance  began  to  de- 
fert  me.  I  faw  no  period  to  my  misfortunes  ; 
they  grew  more  and  more  intolerable ;  my 
ftrength  perceptibly  diminiflied,  and  every 
•time  I  changed  my  mafter  I  found  myfelf 
worfe  treated. 

In  the  evening,  on  my  return  to  the  tent, 
plenty  of  camel's  milk  was  given  me,  but  the 
iinfrequenoy  oi  my  meals,   and  the  poornefs 
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of  this  fare,  would  certainly  never  have  fuf- 
ficed  to  ketep  up  my  ftrength,  if  I  had  not 
taken  care,  during  the  day,  to  feek  for  truf- 
fles, and  other  wild  roots,  which  neceffity 
had  made  me  acquainted  with  while  on  ths 
road  with  my  firft  conduO:ors. 

\  was  fold  again,  my  health  being  already 
impaired,  and  was  conduced  by  my  new 
mafler  to  his  tent,  where  I  did  not  remain 
long.  Poorer  than  are  the  generality  of  people 
of  that  country,  he  carried  me  to  a  neighbour^ 
ing  market,  to  cndeavoar  to  make  fome  pro- 
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gine  that  it  would  not  belong  before  I  (hould 
find  the  means  of  alleviating  my  didrefs.  I 
conceived  the  hope  of  fending  information  of 
my  Wretched  fete  to  my  family ;  I  expefted  my 
deliverance  from  their  tendernefs ;  and  this 
idea  made  me  fupport  my  fufierings  with 
greater  fortitude. 

I  learned  by  experience  the  truth  of  their 
opinion,  who  afihn  that  the  more  men  are 
civilized,  the  more  they  are  cruel.  Every 
new  mafter  treated  me  worfe  than  the  lafl ; 
and  accordingly  I  was  approaching  the  Mo-  . 
rocco  dominions,  where  we  (hould  have  had 
ftill  more  to  fuffer,  if  we  had  been  unfor- 
tunate  enough  to  belong  to  any  one  but  the 
Emperor. 

.We  fet  off  in  the  dulk  of  the  evening,  and 
took  our  way  towards  Cape  Non.  Four 
Arabs,  who  were  at  the  market  while  the 
Moor  was  buying  me,  lay  in  wait  for  us  when 
the  night  was  coming  on.  They  were  only 
armed  with  their  daggers,  and  as  my  mafter 
knew  them,  he  had  no  diftruft  of  their  in- 
tentions. Seeing  one  of  them  in  the  aft  of 
tabbing  him,  I  cried  out ;  my  mafter  avoided 
the  blow,  and  (hot  his  adverfary  dead.     The 

D  4  others 
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others  immediately  attacked  him ;  I  ran  to 
his  afiiftance,.  and  with  the  help  of  my 
ilick  ftretched  one  of  them  at  his  feet ;  and 
as  he  flabbed  him  inftantly,  the  two  others 
fled.  We  took  nothing  but  the  daggers  of 
the  two  that  were  killed,  and  continued  our 
journey.  Inftead  of  felling  me,  as  was  hi$ 
intention,  he  turned  me  over  to  his  brother, 
one  of  the  richeft  individuals  in  the  country. 
That  moment  was  the  end  of  my  fuffer* 
ings.  I  was  obeyed  by  the  negro  flaves ;  the 
women  gave  me  every  thing  I  could  delire  ; 
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I  then  began  to  have  fome  knowledge  of 
the  Arabic,  and  clearly  faw  into  their  dc-^ 
figns,  but  I  made  them  underftand,  by  a  va- 
riety of  examples,  that  I  (hould  become  defpi- 
cable  even  ia  their  eyes,  if  I  accepted  their 
propofals.  Seeing  that  my  determination 
•was  not  to  b?  fhaken,  they  prcfled  me  no 
longer. 

The  friendship  they  entertained  for  me  then 
made  them  come  to  the  refolution  of  con- 
ducing me  to  Halt  Laztj  the  chief  of  Glimi, 
that  I  might  be  conveyed,  they  faid,  as  foon 
as  poffible,  to  the  country  fubjeft  to  the  do- 
minion of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

I  remained  eight  days  at  his  houfe  without 
belonging  to  him  ;  at  length  however  he 
bought  me.  1  cannot  fay  what  made  him 
pay  for  me  at  (o  dear  a  rate,  I  only  know, 
for  I  counted  the  money  myfelf,  that  he  pur- 
chiafed  me  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  all 
in  little  pieces,  of  the  value  of  tcn/ous.  As 
thefe  pieces  were  fifteen  hundred  in  number, 
my  mafter  and  I  counted  them  over  two  days 
running  for  fear  of  a  miftake. 

I  was  not  pleafed  at  the  enormity  of  this 
fum  ;  I  knew  that  he  had  rcfufed  to  give  a 
''*  *  hundred 
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hundred  dollars  for  M.  Decham,  aiid  I  ima- 
gined that  he  had  not  paid  fo  dear  for  me 
without  the  intention  of  rating  my  liberty  at 
an  cxceflive  price. 

Halt  Laze  had  a  houfe  which,  in  that  coun* 
try,  might  well  pafs  for  a  fuperb  palace.  Ho 
had  a  great  number  of  negroes,  negreffes, 
horfes,  cows,  camels,  and  almoft  every  thing 
that  is  to  be  feen  in  our  farm-houfes.  He 
had  been  formerly  at  Paris,  in  the  fuit  of  aa 
embaflador  of  Morocco ;  reafons  of  difcontcnt, 
and  the  ftronger  one  of  faving  his  head,  had 
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days  I  had  often  fome  of  my  countrymen  to 
regale.  I  ufed  to  afk  the  women  for  viftuals, 
and  was  never  rcfufed.  This  treatment  foon 
rcftored  me  my  ftrength. 

The  French  and  Englifh  merchants  fettled 
at  Mogadore,  informed  of  our  misfortune  by 
the  different  brokers  their  commerce  obliged 
them  to  difperfe  about  the  country,  fending 
to  make  propofals  for  our  liberty,  Bentahar, 
a  Moor,  who  lodged  at  my  mafter*s,  bought 
me  for  a  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  I  was 
witnefs  to  the  bargain,  and  argued  my  felf  con- 
cerning the  price  of  my  ranfom ;  nor  did  the 
Moor  buy  mc  but  on  the  affurance  I  gave  him 
that  he  would  be  paid  by  the  French  mer- 
chants, the  moment  I  Ihould  make  myfelf 
known  at  Mogadore. 

This  man  got  together  at  the  fame  time 
five  of  my  companions,  namely,  M.  FoUie^  a 
native  oi  Paris,  and  officer  of  adminiftration 
in  the  colonies,  whom  he"purchafe4  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  M.  Decham, 
matter's  mate,  a  native  of  Bourdeaux,  and  the 
firft  who  got  afhore,  coft  him  ninety- five  dol- 
lars. The  boatfwain  and  two  failors  were 
fold  for  only  eighty-five,  or  nuiety  each. 

From 
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From  the  moment  I  left  the  wreck  till  my 
arrival  at  Glimi,  the  principal  city  of  Cape 
Non,  I  was  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  the  reft  of 
the  crew. 

M.  Lanafpczc,  our  mate,  was  in  the  fame 
place,  but  left  free  from  all  conftraint  by  his 
mafters.  He  was  not  bought,  though  I  can* 
not  conceive  what  motive  could  prevent  Ben- 
tahar  from  entering  into  treaty  for  his  ran- 
fom  As  foon  as  he  heard  of  my  arrival  he 
came  to  fee  me,  and  found  me  in  the  outward 
court-yard.     He  looked  like  a  walking  fpec- 
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panted  by  himfelf  and  feveral  Moors,  and  re- 
paired to  the  place  where  he  was  detained. 
M.  Follie  belonged  to  a  cruel  Moor,  who 
treated  him  with  the  greateft  barbarity ;  he 
ilept  upon  the  hard  ground,  and  was  denied 
the  fmalleft  liberty.  Little  accuftomed  to  fa- 
tigue, he  was  covered  with  fores,  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  blows  given  him  by  the  Moors, 
to  force  him  to  walk  beyond  his  ftrength. 

There  was  in  the  fame  place  a  failor  of  Pro- 
vence, belonging  to  our  fhip,  who  was  claimed 
by  no  mafter ;  he  lived  fometimes  with  one, 
ibmetimes  with  another,  nobody  giving  him 
the  lead  moleftation.  Bentahar  was  in  hopes 
he  would  fet  off  with  us,  and  thought  he 
ihould  have  him  without  a  ranfom;  but 
the  very  day  of  our  departure  he  was  removed 
up  the  country,  without  our  knowing  what 
became  of  him.  He  loft  his  liberty  by  his 
own  fault,  in  keeping  for  ever  with  the 
Moors.  No  doubt  he  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  remain  at  the  very  moment  it  would  have 
been  the  mpft  eafy  for  him  to  obtain  his  li- 
berty. 

I  learned  from  my  fellow- flaves  that  they 
bad  all  been  unealy  as  to  my  fate ;   that  fe- 
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veral  perfons  infifted  they  had  fecn  mc  killed ; 
that  this  general  perfuafion  of  the  crew  had 
induced  them  to  acquaint  th6  French  conful 
with  my  death ;  that  they  had  as  yet  no  in- 
formation refpe6ting  thofe  who  had  fol- 
lowed their  maders  to  the  fouth  of  Africa ; 
that  as  to  themfelves  they  had  met  with  hor- 
rible treatment ;  that  they  had  been  forced 
by  hard  blows  to  unload  the  (hip  ;  that  they 
had  been  obliged  to  grind  com,  fetch  wood, 
and  tend  cattle  ;  and  that  they  were  cruelly 
beat  for  the  fmalleft  fault,  without  even  know- 
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haps  the  report  of  his  fate  was  as  ill-fpunded 
as  that  of  mine,  for  M.  Follie  was  the  only 
one  of  atl  the  crew  who  certified  his  death, 
nobody  elfe  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter. 
The  city  of  Glimi  is  the  firft  place  where 
we  met  with  Jews  :  they  are  very  numerous 
there,  as  well  as.  in  all  the  towns  between 
that  place  and  St.  Croix,  almoft  all  the  trade 
that  is  carried  on  pafHng  through  their  hands. 
The  Mahometans  of  thefe  cantons  treat  them 
like  flaves.  Cruel  as  was  the  Arab,  M.  Fol- 
iie*s  mafter,  and  however  determined  in  his 
enmity  to  the  Chriftians,  he  told  that  gentle- 
man to  fuiFer  nothing  from  the  Jews,  who 
had  gone  his  halves  in  the  purchafe. 
WhenM.FoUie  lived  with  the  Jew  I  ufed  to 
go  and  foe  him  without  any  referve,  accompa- 
nied, it  is  true,  by  Moors  attached  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  my  mailer ;  nor  did  the  Jew  ever 
dare  to  refufe  M.  Follie  leave  to  go  out  and 
walk  with  me.  The  Moors  that  accompanied 
me  were  furprifed  we  (hould  aik  it,  and  gave 
me  to  underftand  that  he  might  go  out  when 
he  pleafed,  and  that  they  would  beat  the 
Jew,  if  he  dared  to  offer  him  the  fmalleft 
af&ont. 

The 
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The  Jew  of  Glimi,  whofc  name  Ivas  Gooc! 
Jacob,  had  received  orders  from  Meffrs.  Ca- 
baner  and  Depra  to  affift  us ;  the  letter  im- 
ported that  he  might  fpend  two  hundred 
ounces  of  filver  to  fupply  our  wants.  We 
did  not  know  that  by  the  word  ounce  is  un- 
derftood  in  Barbary,  a  little  piece  of  money  of 
about  the  value  of  ten  fous^  and  as  the  letter 
was  written  in  French  and  Arabic,  I  per- 
fuaded  my  mafter  that  two  hundred  dollars 
were  the  fum  the  Jew  was  ordered  to  fpend 
on  our  accounts     I  put  a  mulket  ball  in  one. 
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Th6  rehifh  a  large  cloak,  without  a  feam, 
made  of  goats  and  camels  hair,  and  proof 
againft  the  niin  ;  the  uflial  price  is  twenty- 
twd  ounces,  but  it  was  charged  iti  our  account 
at  forty.  The  baick  is  nothing  but  a  woollen 
blanket,  foUr  ells  and  a  half  long^  and  five 
quarters  wide,  which  in  that  country  cofts 
only  feyen  or  eight  ounces.  The  Jew  made 
us  pay  twenty. 

M.  Lanafpe^^e  not  being  able  to  fet  off  with 
us,  gave  me,  at  the  moment  of  our  departure, 
nine  louis  d*ors  in  gold,  his  watch-chain,  and 
a  feal  of  the  fame  metal,  which  he  had  had  the 
good  fortune  to  conceal  from  the  obfervatioil 
of  his  maflers« 

He  held  this  little  parcel  in  his  hands  at 
the  time  he  was  dripped,  and  afterwards 
took  care  to  hide  it  in  the  fand.  When  he 
was  allowed  to  take  an  old  pair  of  breeches, 
he  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  had  kept  it  there 
ever  fince.  On  my  arrival  at  Mogadore  I  de- 
livered the  whole  to  M.  Cabanes  and  Co, 
merchants  in  that  town. 

Six  of  us  being  got  together,  by  the  care  of 
Bentahar,  an  Arab,  connected  with  the  houfe 
of  the  Englilh  merchants,  we  fet  off  for  Mo* 

E  gadore. 
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gadorc,  tranlported  with  joy.  The  dread  of 
being  furprifcd  by  the  wandering  Arabs,  who 
would  have  carried  us  off  anew,,  and  dragged 
us  to  the  mountains,  obliged  our  coadi}£lors 
to  travel  by  night,  and  igi  this  manner  we  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  St.  Croix,  called  Agadcr  by  the 
Arabs, 

We  were  five  days  on  the  road-  bctweeit 
Glimi  and  St.  Croix  :  at  about  half  a  Iqaguc 
from  the  former  place  we  croflcd  a  fmall 
flream  of  very  clear  water,  and  leaviug  the  road 
that  feemed  much  frequented,  we  repaired  to 
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we  coulc}  not  learn,  but  its  (ituation  and  ex* 
tent  prove  that  it  was  once  a  confiderable 
place.  From  thence  we  defccnded  to  well 
cultivated  plains  that  led  us  to  the  fea-fide, 
and  then,  on  camels^  croffed  the  river  that 
waters  the  walls  of  St.  Croix. 

The  Moors  of  that  place  make  fifhing  al- 
moft  their  whole  occupation ;  their  barks  are 
built  like  large  plroques^  and  are  hauled  afhore 
every  day. 

On  our  arrival  at  St.  Croix,  '^each  Chriftian 
was  obliged  to  pay  five  moufouns^  which  make 
about  dvcfous  in  French  money.  That  town 
contains  nothing  remarkable.  It  was  for- 
merly one  of  the  moft  commercial  of  all  Bar- 
bary;  but  it  is  now  almoft  in  ruins,  and 
only  defended  by  a  miferable  fort,  with  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  even  they  are  unfer- 
viceable. 

We  flept  near  a  fountain,  the  work  of  the 
Portuguefe,  who  were  once  in  pofleffion  of 
the  country.  From  thence  we  continued  our 
journey  without  accident,  not  withftanding  the 
difficulty  of  roads  cut  through  the  rocks,  and 
the  precipices  and  forefts  of  the  Atlas  moun- 
tains, the  chain  of  which  begins  at  St.  Croix  d$ 

Barbaric. 
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The  Engliflt  merchants  to  whom  wc  were 
addreffedy  gave  us  a  very  good  reception^ 
and  coadufted  us  to  the  French  houfe  of 
MefTrs.  Cabanes  and  Depras.  We  found  oa 
our  arrival  there  the  moft  fatisfa£l:ory  lettei^ 
from  M.  Mure,  the  French  vicc-conful,  rc;- 
{iding  at  Sallee.  The  goodnefs  of  his  heart 
was  pidtufed  in  them ;  and  without  difcover* 
ing'  to  us  the  means  he  was  employing  to  );ef 
deem  us  from  flavery,  he  left  us  in  the  full 
perfuaiion  that  he  had  nothing  fo  much  aj( 
heart  as  our  deliverance^ 
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does,  all  in  the  pay  of-  the  Emperor.  The 
t?own  is  inhabited  by  Chriftians  of  every  na- 
tion, by  Jews,  to  whom  the  emperor  a4vances 
s  capital,  and  by  Moors,  engaged  m  trade. 
It  is  the  beft  fortified  and  moft  commercial 
of  the  whole  empire  of  Moroccou  The  Chrif- 
fians  have  two  priefts  there  of  the  Spanifti 
lAiffioh,  and  are  unmolejfted  in  the  exercile  of 
theit  religion. 

'  A  great  trade  was  formerly  carried 'on  at  Sf. 
Cr&ix  de  Barbarie^  but  the  reigning  Emperor, 
the  founder  of  Mogadore,  ordered  the  mer- 
chants to  remove  to  the  latter  town,  and  St. 
Groix  is  now  a  defcrt. 

I  am  ignorant  of  the  motive  that  prevents 
the  French  from  giving  their  real  names  to 
the  towns  of  this  country.  Every  thing  in 
that  regard  is  totally  changed.  St.  Croix  is 
ionly  known  to  the  Arabs  by  the  name  of 
Agiader,  Mogadore  by  that  of  Souera,  and  {o 
\)n.  The  name  given  to  thofe  cities  in  France 
not  being  known  in  the  country,  the  French 
tntvellers  who  vifit  Barbary,  often  fiiwi  them- 
felves  very  much  embarraffed. 
^  The  Governor  of  Mogadore,  informed  of 
oftr  arrivil,  fcnt  for  us  to  his  houfc.  He  is  a 
1^*  ^  E  3  mam 
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man  of  a  mild  and  affable  difpofition,  can  nei- 
ther write  nor  read,  and  owes  his  elevation  to 
the  poft  he  holds,  to  the  fignal  marks  of 
bravery  he  (hewed,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Emperor.  He  had  our  names  taken  dowp  by 
the  talbes,  or  Mahometan  priefts,  and  fent  off 
a  courier  immediately,  to  inform  the  Emperor 
of  our  arrival. 

That  prince,  on  hearing  the  news,  fell  inta 
a  dreadful  fit  of  rage.  Two  months  before 
be  had  given  the  moft  pofitive  qrders  to  the 
governors  of  the  provinces  in  the  vicinity  of 
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The  captains  of  all  the  (hips  iu  the  road  were 
ibrbid  to  receive  us ;  a  flri£b  watch  was  kept 
over  us,  nor  were  we,  fuffered  to  go  to  any 
diftance  from  the  city. 

Bentahar,  having  received  timely  informa- 
tioii  of  the  Emperor's  defigus,  and  of  the  fen- 
tence  of  death  pronounced  againft  him,  faved 
his  life  and  his  fortune,  by  a  hafty  retreat  to 
the  people  who  had  kcfA  us  in  (lavery. 

A  few  prefents,  dexteroufly  adminiilered  to 
the  favourite  Sultanas,  foon  difpelled  the  aa- 
ger  of  the  Prince.  He  was  made  to  under  Aaad 
that  we  had  not  been  bought  by  the  mer- 
chants^ but  that  our  relations,  informed  of 
our  misfortunes,  had  fent  them  the  neceiTary 
foms  of  money ;  and  that,  ignorant  of  his  laws 
ind  will,  we  might  ourfelves,  without  mean- 
ing to  ofiend  him,  have  entered  into  treaty  for 
our  ran&m. 

He  yielded  to  thefe  rcafoos,  but  he  was  de» 
termined  to  have  us  in  his  power ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  Governor  of  Mogadore, 
on?  the  1 5th  of  May,  fent  for  us  to  the  public 
fquare.  There,  by  order  of  his  mafter,  he 
repaid  the  French  merchants  the  money  they 
advanced  for  our  deliverance*  He  told  them 
.• .  E  4  that 
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that  the  Emperor  pardoned  them,  as  well  as 
the  Arab,  whom  they  had  employed  to  put 
au  end  to  our  diftrefs ;  he  then  delivered  us 
into  their  hands,  after  having  made  known 
to  jthe  people  that  we  belonged  to  the  Em- 
peror. 

\Vc  were  free  but  an  inftant  before,  and  we 
now  faw  ourfclves  again  reduced  to  flavery  ; 
wc  were  not  however  required  to  work.  The 
manner  in  whicli  we  were  received  by  the 
governor,  the  refpeft  fliewn  us  by  the  Moors, 
the  liberty  we  were  left  at  to  go  where  wq 


«20AST  OF  AFRICA.  57 

t 

the  French,  either  by  money  or  by  force. 
We  conceived  hope^  that  this  enterprize 
would  be  attended  with  fuccefs;  but  the 
French  merchants  were  of  a  different  opinion. 
They,  told  us  that  the  delay  in  the  execution 
of  the  Emperor's  orders  is  folely  occafioped 
by  the  avarice  of  that  prince.  He  generaUy 
employs  the  Jews  to  advance  the  heceffary 
money,  and  does  not  reimburfe  them.  He 
thinks  them  but  too  happy  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obeying  him  at  the  expenfe  of  their 
fortune,  and  from  thence  arifes  the  tardineis 
with  which  the  individuals  of  that  nation  arc 
fure  to  proceed. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  June,  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  we  received  orders  to  fet  off  for 
Alorocco.  A  numerous  caravan  fervihg  as 
ai>  efcort  to  the  royal  treafure,  arifing  from 
the  cuftoms  paid  by  foreign  fhips  that  put  in 
at  Mogadore,  infured  the  fafety  of  our  arrival. 

The  French  and  Engliih  merchants  were 
the  only  perfons  that  came  to  take  leave  of 
us  ;  they  left  us  with  tears  {landing  in  their 
eyes,  and  promifed  us  all  the  affiftance  in  their 
power,  in  cafe  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  obtain 
qur  freedom  from  the  ;^mperor, 
'  The 
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The  journey,  from  Mogadore  to  Morocco 
was  not  laborious ;  in  quality  of  the  £^pe* 
ror's  flavcs  a  mule  was  given  to  each  of  ns^" 
not  without  great  difpleafure  on  the  part  dEthe 
Moors  to  whom  they  belonged.  The  faw^ 
reign  never  pays  ;  and  thefc  peopk  were 
obliged  to  follow  us  to  Morocco^  inAead.  ofi 
felling  their  commodities  at  Mogadore^i 

The  Jew,  the  Emperor's  principal  fcribe^ 
had  orders  to  fupply  our  wants.  In  the  cven«r 
ing,  on  our  arrival^  the  wretch  wanted  tor 
obligfe  ns  to  unload  the  camels,   fetch  wood. 
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who  had  beat  his  lieutenant^  and  taken  refuge 
on  Mount  Atlas.  The  Emperor  not  being  at 
Morocco,  we  were  intruded  to  the  care  of  the 
priefts  of  the  Spaniih  miflion,  who  had  a  con- 
vent in  the  quarter  of  the  Jews, 
^  The  prior;  replete  with  that  pride  fo  natu- 
ral to  his  nation,  treated  us  with  infupportablc 
haughtmefs.  He  highly  extolled  our  good 
fortune  in  experiencing  the  kindnefs  of  his 
community  J  treated  us  rather  like  flaves  than 
Chriftians,  and  refufed  us  even  the  things  of 
the  firft  neceflity,  although  M.  Mure,  our 
vice-conful,  had  fent  hini  the  money  necef- 
iary  for  our  wants. 

Fortunately  the  Emperor's  abfence  did  not 
laft  long.  His  prefence  had  reduced  the  re- 
bels to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  ;  he  heard  of  our 
arrival,  wifhed  to  fee  us  immediately,  and  on 
the  28th  of  June  we  had  the  happinefs  of  ap- 
pearing in  his  prefence.  We  defired  it  ar- 
dently, for  whatever  might  have  been  the  fate 
referved  for  us,  we  (hould,  without  doubj;^ 
have  preferred  it  to  remaining  with  the  moft 
reverend  fathers  of  the  Spanifh  miffio)^ 

When  we  made  our  appearance  at  the  MiJ^ 
fois^  the  Enaperor  was  employed  in  exercifing 
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his  troops.  He  iitimediately  put  a  ftop  to 
the  evolutions,  ordered  us  to  approach  his  pcr- 
fon,  fpoke  to  ns  \^ith  a  kindnefs  we  littl6  c*- 
petled,  queftioned  us  concefning  the  names 
of  the  places  in  which  we  had  befen  feparated 
from  our  fellows  in  misfortune,'  and  About 
thofe  of  the  mafters  to  whom  .they  belongfed^ 
and  promifed  to  fend  us  in  a  fhbrt  time  to 
France.  He  enquired  into  the  manned  in 
which  we  were  treated  at  the  convent,  anii 
oh  hearing  our  complaints,  intrufted  us  to 'the 
cnreofthe  Kailebes  Baftia^  making  his  head 
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,  Bieing  the  Emperor's  flavcf,  our  perfons 
were  held. fac red  by  the  Mpors  ;  aud  accord- 
^Rgly.  wc  faw,, without  difficulty,  every  objeft 
of  c^rioilly  in  .the  capital.  Among  the  things 
W^rcmarkedt  was  a  very  lofty  tower,  to  the 
tppvpf  which  a.  man  can  afcend  on  horfeback. 
It  ^s  to  be  feeux  at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues, 
^thoygh  Morqpco  is  iituated  in  a  plain.  / 

.On  the  .5  th  of  July,  the  Baflia  having  re- 
Cjsived orders  to  prepare  his  troops,  we  appeared 
agaip  before  the  Emperor,  v^ho  gave  us  our 
^iiber.ty,  a  piece  of  good  fortune  wc  v/ere  far 
ffpm  cxpefting. 

.  There  was  a  talL  of  war  with  France  ;  the 
cpqimercial  hpufe  at  Mogadore  no  longer 
hp^fted  the  white  flag ;  it  was  faid  that  the 
Fr/each  were  determined  to  have  fatisfaftioii 
for  the  i^i^it. offered  to  M.  Chenier,.conful  at 
Sallec^  whom  the  Emperor  had  driven  from 
his  prefence  in  the  rudeft  manner.  Meflrs. 
Cabane^  and  Depras,  of  Mogadore,  were  re- 
n^itting  all  the  moiiey  they  could  to  France, 
atid  M.  Rpyer,  of  Marfeilles,  had  juft  taken 
(hipping  for  Europe,  and  abandoned  his  houfc. 

Thefc  reafons,  that  feemed  likely  to  prolong 
our  fe^rvitude,  were  no.  doubt  thofe  that  haf- 

tened 
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tcned  our  liberty.  The  Emperor  wifhed  to 
make  amends  for  his  fault,  and  that  might 
induce  him  not  to  detain  us  any  longer  ;  per- 
haps we  might  owe  our  deliverance  to  grati- 
tude ;  for  news  had  juft  been  brought  to  Mo* 
rocco  that  two  hundred  Moors  had  been  af- 
fifted  by  a  veffel  from  Marfeilles,  after  having 
tried  all  the  Italian  and  Mahometan  ports  in 
vaiii ;  that  the  affiftancc  of  which  they  flood 
in  need  had  been  every  where  refufed  them ; 
that  they  would  have  died  of  want  but  for 
the  afliftance  of  the  Marfeilles  (hip ;  and  that 
they  were  then  performing  quarantine  in  that 
port,  from  whence  they  would  fet  off  to  re- 
turn to  their  own  country,  at  the  firft  favour- 
able moment. 

However  this  might  be,  the  Emperor  hav- 
ing ordered  us  a  gratification  of  three  dollars , 
each,  we  fet  off  on  the  5th,  well  mounted, 
and  with  an  efcort  of  eight  hundred  foot  and 
two  hundred  horle. 

The  Mobrifti  foldicrs  took  care  to  pitch  our 
lent  every  day  near  that  of  the  general*  With 
this  efcort  we  pafied, through  the  greatefl  part 
of  the  cities  of  Barbary,  our  little  army  being 
every  where  augmented  by  frefh  reinforce- 
ments* 
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n^nts.  In  every  town  it  was  received  with  ho- 
nour; the  inhabitants  of  Azimor  in  particular 
di^nguiihing  themfel yes  ; .  they  came  out  half 
&  league  to  meet  us,  exhibited  a  iham  fight^ 
and  afiEbrded  us  the  mofl  intereftiug  fpe^flacle 
of  ^ the  Mooriih  manner  of  fighting* 

We  found  in  that  town  a  Marfeilles  captain, 
v^ho  bad  turned  renegado  to  efcape  the  in* 
fliftion  of  five  hundred  bldws  to  which  he  was 
fentenc<Ml>  for  having  been  ihipwrecked  near 
this  place^  Thi3  law  is  the  Emperor's  owa^ 
ttiat  prince  pretending  that  it  is  impoilible  for 
t  ihip  to  run  afhore  on  his  coafl,  xmlefs  it  be 
doae  on  purpofe*  The  captains  alone  who 
are.  on  their  way  to  Barbary,  arc  exempt  from 
this  punifhment« 

\V^  made  ibme  flay  encamped  before  Azi- 
moTy  .where  the  Ba(ha, levied  three  hundred 
men;  he  gave  them  about  ten  ounces  each, 
and  they  joined  our  line  of  march* 

The  fame  day  thefe  troops  were  raifed  we 
paflfed  the  river  of  Lions,  and  encamped  on 
the  oppofite  bank ;  we  then  proceeded  along 
the  coaft,  and  faw  on  our  way  Darzbedda, 
Montforia,  Fadal,  and  feveral  other  towns, 
which  are  nothing  but  ruins,  and  only  known 
by  the  trade  thcv,  carry  on  in  corn. 
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On  our  approach  to  R abate,  the  ground  be-* 
ing  marked  out  for  the  encampment,  and 
the  Baflia  having  given  his  orders,  he  took  his 
own  particular  guards,  and  deUvered  us  to 
the  governor  of  that  place,  who  immediately 
fent  advice  of  our  arrival  to  M.  Mure,  the 
French  vice-conful. 

That  worthy  and  obliging  Frenchman  came 
to  fee  us.  His  furprife  was  great  when  he 
heard  the  honours  with  which  we  had  been 
received  in  all  the  towns  of  Barbary*  Wish- 
ing to  take  advantage  of  fuch  a  favourable  mo- 
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it  ferves  the  inhabitants  to  difcover  the  (hips 
in  the  offing. 

Sallee  is  a  King's  port ;  there  were  three 
fhips  of  eighteen  guns  in  the  river,  and  one  on 
the  flocks,  being  the  greatcift  part  of  the  na- 
val force  of  Morocco: 

The  efcort  which  had  conducted  us  to  Ra- 
bate,  having  levied  frefh  troops,  decamped  to 
go  to  the  attack  of  Oran  ;  and  we  fet  ofFcfn 
the  25th  of  July  with  new  conduftors. 

The  mules  which  M.  Mure  had  taken  care 
tb  provide  for  us,  not  being  able  to  perforfti 
the  journey,  we  left  three  of  them  at  a  httle 
ruinous  town,  at  about  twenty  leagues  dif- 
tance  from  Sallee,  and  continued  our  journey 
to  Tangier,  almoft  always  on  foot. 

We  arrived  there  on  the  31ft,  and  were 
much  bqtter  received  by  the  Spanifli  conful,  to 
whom  we  were  addrefled,  than  by  the  monks 
of  the  miffion.He  communicated  the  Emperor's 
orders  to  the  governor  of  the  place,  who  faci- 
litated the  means  of  our  fettin^offfor  Cadiz. 

The  maftcr  of  the  Spanifh  bark,  who  was 
come  to  Tangier  to  purchafe  poultry  and 
corn,  fet  fail  about  fcven  in  the  evening,  and 
about  eight  in  the  mornins;  we  arrived  at  Ca- 
diz; 

F  We 
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We  hoifted  our  flag ;  the  phyficians  came 
on  board  to  vifit  us,  and  fent  us  to  perform 
quarantine  on  board  the  Lazaretto,  at  two 
leagues  diftance  from  the  town.  We  were 
three  dav^s  in  this  hulk,  without  being:  able  to 
fet  a  foot  on  (hore.  At  length  we  difem- 
barked,  and  were  placed  in  a  kind  of  barn, 
where  we  were  only  fheltered  from  the  rain. 

On  the  nth  of  Auguft  the  phyficians  came 
again  to  vifit  us,  gave  us  a  bill  of  health,  and 
we  fet  off  for  Cadiz. 

M.  Boirel,  the  French  vice-conful,  received 
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The  1 2th  the  captain  conduced  me  to  Dun- 
kirk, and  delivered  me  up  at  the  office  for  re- 
giftered  feamen,  (bureau  de  cldjfes.)  The 
Commiflary  infpefted  my  pafsport  on  the  13th ; 
On  the  14th  I  fet  off  from  Dunkirk,  and  af- 
ter being  obliged  to  make  fome  (lay  at  Lifle 
for  want  of  ftrength,  arrived  sit  St.  Quehtin^ 
the  ax  ft  of  bdtbber,  15^84. 

The  various  digreffions  that  occur  in  thefe 
memoirs,  not  fufficing  to  furnifli  a  juft  idea  of 
the  nianrters  and  cuftoms  of  the  countries  I 
have  fpoken  of,  I  have  thought  it  would  not 
be  altogether  ufelefs  to  give  a  few  further  no- 
tions of  the  people,  among  whom  I  made 
fome  ftay. 


i^  A  A  R  A. 

EVERY  body  knows  that  the  people 
who  inhabit  Barbary,  as  far  as  the  Niger,  are 
an  aflemblage  of  various  nations^  The  Moors 
occupy  the  three  kingdoms  of  Suz,  Fez,  and 
Klorocco.  That  part  of  Bilidulgerid  that  is 
Wafhed  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  is  inhabited  by 

Ft  the 
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the  native  Arabs,  and  by  the  fugitive  Moor^ 
from  the  empire  of  Morocco,  too  enlightened 
to  remain  under  the  dominion  of  a  mafter, 
who  rules  over  his  people  with  abfolute  fway, 
and  ^ho  makes  his  fafety  and  happinefs  con- 
fift  in  the  mifery  of  his  fubjefts.  This  mixture 
forms  one  and  the  fame  nation,  known  indif- 
criminately  by  the  appellation  of  Monfele- 
mines, 

Zaara,  as  far  as  the  Niger,  contains  a  va- 
riety of  wanderings  nations,  all  proceeding 
from  Arabs,  Mocrs,  and  fugitive  Portuguefe, 
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fliepherds  alfo,  arc  warriors  to  a  man.  Thcfc 
latter,  accuftomcd  to  murder  and  pillage, 
take  advantage  of  their  fuperiority  and  num- 
bers to  opprefs  the  former,  who  are  always 
rendered  but  too  wretched  by  the  flerility  of 
the  country  they  inhabit.  Their  climate,  little 
tempting  to  an  invader,  fcrves  them,  it  is  true, 
as  a  barrier ;  but  in  the  nioiiths  of  Auguft, 
September,  and  Ov5tober,  when  the  overflow- 
ing of  the  plains  obliges  them  to  take  refuge 
in  the  mountains,  they  are  almoil:  fure  of  be- 
coming the  vi£lims  of  their  neighbours,  who 
pillage  them  without  fcruple,  although  they 
profefs  the  fame  rcligioh. 

The  caufe  of  this  nation's  diftrefs  might 
alfo  be  afcribcd  to  another  reafon  ;  I  mean  to 
that  of  religion.  When  the  Sherifs  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  three  kingdoms  of 
Barbary,  the  Portugucfc  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  evacuated  them,  and  fought  an  afylura 
in  their  native  Iraid  ;  but  the  country  people 
had  not  this  advantage  within  their  reach. 
The  greater  number,  to  preferve  their  lives, 
abjured  theChrlftian  religion,  and  were  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  country  ;  while  thofe  who 
would  not  embrace  Mahometanifm  were  put 

F3  to 
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tp  the  fword  without  mercy.  Notwithftand? 
ing  the  change  ini  their  religion,  it  was  ftill 
remembered  that  thefe  people  had  been  Chrif- 
ttians.  The  coriquerors  loaded  them  with 
iiiceflant  in  fait  s  ;  plundered  their  property ; 
carried  off  their  wives,  rayiflied  their  daugh^ 
ters,  and  behaved  with  the  utmoft  cruelty. 

To  efcape  frqm  fuch  tyranny  they  took  re? 
fuge  in  the  defert,  and  finding  there  fome 
wretched  hordes  of  flothful  Arabs,  were  foon 
incorporated  into  one  and  the  fame  nation. 
The  habit  of  plundering  thefe  poor  people  has 
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mixture  of  various  nations,  that  does  not  even 
form  a  diftindl  and  feparate  body,  fhould  do 
otherwife  than  adopt  a  part  of  the  ufages  and 
fuperftition  of  their  neighbours,  whatever  may 
be  their  way  of  thinking :  they  have  how- 
ever only  the  name  and  appearance  of  Maho- 
metans. The  principles  of  the  natural  reli- 
gion are  obfervable  in  their  cuftoms,  and  evi- 
dent in  almoft  all  their  aftions. 

Religion,  according  to  thefe  people,  is  Ma- 
hometanifm  in  all  its  purity.  They  offer  up 
prayers  three  times  a  day,  fometimes  oftener ; 
but  they  are  never  pronounced  in  public,  un- 
lefs  when  a  Mahometan  prieft  is  with  the 
horde,  who  feldom  comes  but  upon  account 
of  the  children's  education.  Then  all  the 
Arabs  affemble  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  place 
themfelves  in  a  line,  turn  to  the  eaft,  and, 
wanting  water  in  the  defert,  rub  their  face 
and  arms  with  fand,  while  the  prieft  recites 
aloud  the  general  prayer ;  it  is  the  fame  as 
that  which  is  rehearfed  by  the  public  crier  on 
the  mofques  in  the  civilifed  countries. 

The  priefts<ire  employed  in  travelling  about 
the  country  to  inftrudt  the  children.  There 
is  nothing  like  force  in  their  education.     The 

F  4  ,  Arabs 
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Arabs  of  the  defert  are  even  ignorant  of  the 
cuftom  of  conftraining  wills. 

.  The  httle  boys  meet  in  the  morning  of  their 
own  accord,  at  the  place  of  inftruftion,  which 
is  to  them  a  place  of  recreation.  They  go 
there  with  a  fmall  board  infcribed  with  the 
Arabic  charadcrs,  and  a  few  maxims  of  the 
Koran.  The  biggeft,  and  the  beft  informed, 
receive  their  leflons  dirc^lly  from  the  priefts, 
and  afterwards  communicate  them  to  their 
fellows. 

The  children  thcmfelves  teach  one  ano- 
thcr  to  read ;  nor  arc  they  ever  correfted. 
It  would  be  a  crime  to  beat  a  child,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  received  ideas,  has  not  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  to  diitinguifli^good  from  evil. 

This  opinion  induces  thcfe  people  to  hold 
the  fame  conduft  in  regard  to  thofe  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  be  ill-trcattd  by  nature. 
Thef  deaf,  the  dumb,  and  the  mad,  enjoy  the 
fame  privileges ;  they  are  confidered  as  beings 
already  fo  unfortunate  from  their  fituation, 
that  their defires  are  fatisfied  with  a  blind  com- 
plaifance.  This  cuftom  is  invariable  among 
all  the  Mahometans. 

No  difference  cxifts  among  the  civilized  na- 
tions, 
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tions,  unlefs  it  be  in  refpe6l  to  the  age  at  which 
a  child  may  be  fubjefted  to  correftion.  In  the 
defert  it  is  never  allowed  at  all.  Nature,  left 
to'herfeir  and  the  force  *of  example,  are  the 
only  education  in  a  country  where  the  fame 
principles  and  fame  errors  are  common  to  all/ 
If  the  child  gets  tired  of  the  places  of  public 
.  inftruftion,  he  quits  them  at  pleafure,  and 
without  feeling  conftraint,  or  hearing  reproach, 
goes  and  employs  himfelf  in  tending  his  fa- 
ther's flocks  :  and  accordingly  there  are  very 
few  amono;  them  who  can  reaJ. 

Thofe  who  perfevere  in  the  ftudy  of  the  Ko  - 
ran  are  made  priefts,  after  having  paft  an  ex- 
amination before  the  learned  elders,  and  enjoy 
the  greateft  public  conli deration.  They  have 
no  need  of  catth,  thofe  of  the  nation  being 
their's,  they  find  their  fubfiftence  every 
where. 

It  is  generally  at  feven  or  eight  yc:irs  of  age 
that  children  undergo  the  painlFul  op;^ration  of 
circumcifion.  Their  head  is  alfo  Ihaved,  no- 
thing being  left  but  four  locks  of  hair,  one  of 
which  is  cut  off  in  a  meeting  of  the  family,  at 
each  remarkable  adlion  performed  by  the 
child. 

If 
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If,  at  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  he  kill 
a  wild  boar,  or  other  beaft  of  prey,  that  fliould 
fall  upon  his  flock,  he  lofes  one  of  his  locks. 
If,  in  thp  paflage  of  a  river,  a  camel  be  car- 
ried away  by  the  ftream,  and  he  fave  it  by 
fwimming  to  its  afliftance,  another  is  cut  off. 
If  he  kill  a  lion,  a  tiger,  or  a  warrior  of  an 
hoflile  nation,  in  a  furprife  or  an  attack,  he 
is  confidered  as  a  man,  and  his  head  is  entirely 
ihaved. 

Seldom  does  an  Arab  reach  the  age  of 
twenty,  without  having  deferved  this  honour, 
for  as  they  are  afliamed  of  being  treated  like 
children,  they  expofe  themfelves  to  the  greateft 
dangers  to  obtain  it. 

Their  knowledge,  their  wants,  and  their 
laws,  being  very  circumfcribed,  it  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  the  children  fhould  talk  with  the 
men,  and  keep  up  a  regular  converfation. 
Age  and  experience  are  of  no  ufe  where  there 
is  no  need  of  much  information  to  attain  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  cuftoms  of  their  na- 
tions ;  hence  arifes  that  boldnefs,  that  va- 
lour, and  that  temerity,  which  fo  well  become 
a  man,  and  which  no  people  poffefs  in  fp 
high  a  degree  as  thefe  favages. 

The 
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laws  of  hofpitality  are  obferved  in  Za- 
the  largeft  feiife  of  the  word.  Scarcely 
ft  ranger  appear  before  the  tents, 
the  firft  perfon  who  perceives  him, 
out  the  tent  to  which  he  is  to  go.  If 
fter  be  not  there,  the  wife  or  the  flave 
es  to  meet  him,  ftops  him  at  twenty 
liftance,  and  brings  him  a  draught  of 
or  his  refrefliment.  His  camels  arc 
tiloaded,  his  efFeds  are  ranged  around 
I  mat,  of  which  the  owner  deprives 
F,  is  given  him,  with  whatever  elfe  is 
ry  to  guard  him  from  the  injuries  of  the 

.rms  are  taken  and  depofited  nfear  thofe 
:nafter  of  the  tent,  either  that  they  may 
fer  from  the  dew,  or  to  guard  againft 
ntioijis  on  the  part  of  a  man  unknown. 
ft  is  then  prepared  for  him.  If  there 
ling  in  the  tent,  as  often  happens,  fbmc 
3  are  fpeedily  procured  from  the  <ieigh- 
I  ones.  The  traveller  is  always  fure 
ng  fomething,  for  rather  than  let  him 
his  hofts  would  go  without  a  fupper 
Ives. 

duties  of  hpfpitjdity  are  fo  great,  and 

fo 
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{o  much  rcrpc(5led,  that  (hould  an  enemy 
have  wounded,  or  even  killed  the  mafter  of  a 
tent,  would  there  meet  with  a  facred  and 
hiviolable  afylum,  although  furrounded  by 
thofe  who  muft  naturally  defire  his  ruin. 

The  tent  of  the  chief  is  always  the  one 
pointed  out.  But  as  his  gains  are  not  greater 
than  thofe  of  the  reft,  he  could  not,  if  cuf? 
torn  had  not  provided  for  it,  entertain  at  his 
expcnlc,  all  tlie  ftrangers  that  happen  to 
pafs  ;  nor  could  he  fupport  himfelf  and  his 
flaves,  fince  he  is  for  ever  occupied  by  the  af- 
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the  cuftoms  of  the  Portuguefe.  None  of  the 
Hebrew  nation  is  found  among  them  ;  and  if 
a  Jew  had  the  misfortune  to  enter  thqir  ter- 
ritory, and  to  be  taken  there,  he  would  to  a 
certainty  be  burnt  alive.  It  is  very  eafy  to 
know  them  by  their  faces,  and  by  the  diftinc- 
tivedrefs  they  are  obliged  towear  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  Barbary,  where  they  are 
in  great  numbers. 

Infinite  refpe^fl  is  paid  to  all  old  men,  what- 
ever be  their  family.  They  enjoy  the  fame 
prerogatives  as  the  priefts,  and  equal  confidera- 
tion  with  them  and  the  Arabs  who  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  vifit  the  tomb  of  Maho- 
met at  Mecca. 

The  latter  are  diftinguiflied  by  the  appella- 
tion of  iS/W/,  which  fignifics  maftcr,  while 
the  reft  of  the  nation  only  bear  the  dilHndtive 
names  they  received  at  their  birth.  If  it  hap- 
pen that  two  individuals  of  the  fime  family 
have  the  fame  name,  thev  arc  diftino-uifhcd 
by  that  of  their  father  ;  for  inftancc,  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco's  true  name  is  Mohammety 
but  as  he  might  be  confounded  with  many 
other  Moors,  who  bear  that  nam^e,  he  is  gene-* 
rally  called  Bju  Jibdeila. 

The 
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The  old  nien,  as  well  as  the  chiefs  &f  hordes^ 
are  the  judges  of  the  naiion.  They  take  cog- 
nizance of  all  differences,  the  pain  of  death 
being  the  only  one  they  cannot  prbnouncc* 
An  affembly  of  feveral  chiefs  of  the  horde  is 
neceffary  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  as  thfc  accufe^ 
has  generally  a  number  of  friends,  it  feldom 
happens  that  he  undergoes  a  capital  punilh- 
ment.  The  old  men  pronounce  judgment 
without  appeal,  and  their  decifionsare  ihftantly 
executed. 

A   war  between  two  nations  feldom  hap- 
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the  heads  of  hordes  that  the  general  is  chofen. 
On  the  march-  the  captives  and  women  drive 
the  cattle,  and  are  followed  by  the  men  in 
readinefs  for  action.  When  the  horfe,  who 
are  on  the  look  out,  perceive  any  thing,  tha 
whole  caravan  halts,  and  prepares  for  com- 
bat. 

It  is  never  bloody.  If  the  aggreflbrs  are . 
the  ftronger,  they  content  thehifelves  with 
the  plunder  of  the  baggage ;  if  they  think 
their  ftrength  inferior,  they  do  not  attack  at 
all.  They  encamp  every  night,  and  place 
centiiiels  in  the  front,  who  call  out  to  prove 
their  vigilance.  This  method  is  not  very 
prudent ;  but  as  their  enemies  do  the  fame, 
they  diftinguifh  one  another  from  afar.  I  was 
much  furprized  at  finding  this  cuftom  prevail 
among  the  difciplined  troops  of  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco. 
War  is  not  the  moft  formidable  fcourge  thit 
afflidls  this  nation;  for  there  is  always  little 
blood  fpilt  in  their  battles.  Much  greater  ra- 
vages are  made  by  their  private  quarrels.  They 
are  all  thieves  ;  nay  theft  is  in  a  manner  au- 
thorized by  the  laws.  All  that  is  neceffary  to 
pradife  it  with  impunity,  is  to  avoid  profecu- 

tion. 
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tion,  by  taking  care  not  to  be  caught  in  the 
fadt.  It  is  true  that  theft  is  feverely  punifhed, 
if  an  Arab  rob  another  of  his  own  horde  ;  but 
to  be  puniflied,  he  muft  be  detefted  at  the  very 
moment. 

Theft  is  only  a  crime  in  the  day-time,  at 
night  it  is  authorized  by  law ;  no  doubt  by 
way  of  obliging  thenri  to  take  the  greater  care 
of  their  cattle.  If  they  could  complain  wheir 
robbed  by  night,  they  would  be  lefs  upon 
their  guard,  and  their  herds  would  be  more 
cxpofed  to  the  vora.-ity  of  the  wild  beafls  that 
over- run  the  conntrv.     Obi  1  {red,  on  the  con-^ 
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When  any  thing  is  ftolen  unperceived  it  be- 
longs to  the  thief ;  in  vain  would  the  owner 
recognize  his  own  property  h\  his  neighbour's 
tent,  he  cannot  reclain  it ;  it  ceafes  to  be 
his  from  the  moment  he  has  been  negligent 
in  its  care.  Hence  arifes  this  peoples'  inclina- 
tion for  rapine ;  they  do  not  think  they  com- 
mit a  crime,  and  only  follow,  in  this  regard, 
a  cuftom  allowed  by  their  laws. 

When  an  Arab  is  going  to  market,  or  on 
his  return  from  thence^  if  he  do  not  take  the 
greateft  care  to  keep  his  journey  a  fecret,  he 
is  often  attacked.  Neighbouring  Arabs  are 
defirous  of  profiting  by  his  induftry,  and  as 
there  are  no  perfons  in  the  country  appointed 
to  apprehend  robbers,  the  hope  of  booty  fpurs 
them  on  to  the  attack.  That  they  may  have 
nothing  to  fear,  they  lay  in  wait,  when  the 
night  is  coming  on,  for  him  they  mean  to 
pillage. 

Their  intention  is  never  to  kill ;  they  only 
efideavour  to  furprife,  to  difarm,  and  to  make 
thcmfelves  mafters  of  every  thing  that  comes 
in  their  way.  But  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  man  they  intend  to  plunder,  being  ac- 
quainted   with   the  cuftoms  of  his  country, 
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keeps  an  attentive  ear,  ftands  on  his  guard, 
fires  upon  his  aflailants  at  the  firft  motion  he 
obferves,  and  then  fights  defpcrately  with  his 
dagger.  The  report  of  the  muflcct  almoft  al- 
ways brings  out  the  neighbouring  Arabs, 
who,  in  virtue  of  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  take 
the  defence  of  the  weaker  fide.  They  run  up 
well  armed,  and  then  woe  to  the  aggreflbrs, 
if  they  do  not  fave  themfelves  by  a  fpeedj 
flight. 

In  thefe  cafes  it  Httle  matters  who  falls ;  the 
affair  ends  there  ;  the  dead  man  paffes  for  the 
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femblecl.  It  is  his  bufinefs  to  determine  the  . 
Ipots  where  the  tents  are  to  be  pitched,  the 
moment  of  departure,  and  the  place  where  the 
caravan  is  to  flop.  If  the  pafturage  do  not  fuf- 
fice  for  the  herds  of  all  the  horde,  it  divides,  and 
the  chief  afligns  the  ground  for  the  different 
encampments.  They  are  very  often  compofed 
of  no  more  than  feven  or  eight  tents,  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  ground  they  meet  with. 

The  tent  of  the  chief  is  always  the  largeft 
and  moft  lofty,  and  is  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  divifions.  When  it  is  determined  upon 
to  quit  an  encampment,  which  never  happens 
till  the  pafture  is  exhaufted,  the  chief  fets  off 
to  choofe  another  fpot. 

In  thefe  removals  the  women  alone  do  all 
the  work;  Early  in  the  morning  they  fold 
tip  the  tent,  and  load  every  thing  upon  the- 
camels'  backs;  they  then  move  flowly  on, 
that  the  cattle  may  have  time  to  feed  upon 
the  way. 

The  negro  flaves  condii6l  the  herds,  the 
Women,  and  the  camels  ;  while  the  Arabs 
fcour  the  country  in  the  front,  to  give  fecu- 
rity  to  the  march.  Some  few  remain  behind, 
that  in  cafe  a  goat,  a  fheep,  or  a  camel,  ftiould 
chance  to  ftray,  they  may  recover,  and  lead 
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it  back  to  its  mafter.  The  march  in  genercfl 
does  not  exceed  live  or  fix  hours  duration. 

It  often  happens  indeed  that  the  fpot  af- 
ligned  for  the  pitching  of  the' tents  has  been 
ill  explored,  and  that  other  hordes  have  been 
lately  encamped  there ;  in  this  cafe  they 
are  obliged  to  fet  off  anew,  and  fcek  better 
fortune  elfewhere.  This  happens  moft  com- 
monly in  the  fcafon  when  water  begins  to 
fail. 

As  there  is  fcarcely  -any  in  Zaara,  the  inha- 
bitants are  nnrticularlv  careful  to  make  ereat 
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reflary  to  have  milk  in  fufficient  abundance 
to  give  it  them  to  drink.  Great  care  is'taken 
to  preferve  the  camel's  urine,  both  to  mix  with 
milk,  and  to  wafh  the  different  vefiels  in 
which  they  put  their  food.  Deteftable  as  is  this 
mixture  of  milk  and  urine,  they  are  often  re- 
duced to  the  ufe  of  it;  hunger  and  thirft  give 
a  relifh  to  every  thing ;  mult  a  cogit  facer e  ne- 
cej/itas. 

The  only  workmen  ufeful  to  this  nation, 
are  blackfmiths  or  goldfmiths,  as  they  may  be 
.called  indifferently.  The  Mongearts  not  be- 
ing fufficiently  laborious  to  apply  themfelves 
to  fuch  occupations,  thefe  workmen  come 
from  Bilidulgerid,  and  difperfe  themfelves  all 
over  the  different  parts  of  the  defert.  Where- 
lever  there  are  tents  they  are  fure  to  find  work. 

They  are  fed  for  nothing,  and  receive  be  ^ 
fides  the  hire  for  their  labour.  They  make 
trinkets  for  the  women,  fuch  as  ear-rings  and 
bracelets,  &c.  mend  the  broken  veffels,  by 
rivetting  them,  and  clean  the  arms. 

They  are  generally  paid  in  fkins,  goats  and 
camels  hair,  or  oftrich  feathers,  according 
to  their  agreement.  Thofe  who  have  filver 
pay  them  a  tenth  part  of  it's  weight  for  any 
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thing  wrought  out  of  that  metal.  On  their 
return  they  fell  what  they  have  earned  ;  four 
or  five  excurfions  at  mod  enabling  them  to 
live  afterwards  at  their  eafe,  in  their  own 
country. 

The  Mongearts,  however,  ftand  in  need  of 
other  merchandife,  fuch  as  fhoes,  and  articles 
of  drefs,  but  they  have  no  artifans  of  their  own 
nation.  Wretched  fandals  are  their  only  ma- 
nufadlure  ;  their  other  wants  they  fupply  by 
going  in  caravans  to  Bilidulgerid,  or  to  the 
Trafars,  a   nation  of  Moors  that  inhabit  the 
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keep  off  the  dew  or  rain  on  the  road,  or  dur- 
ing the  night. 

None  but  the  moft  weahhy  can  procure 
this  latter  article  ;  the  reft  imitating  it  with 
goat-lkins,  and  wrapping  a  roll  of  linen,  or 
other  ftufF  round  their  heads,  in  the  form  of  a 
turban ;  this  ufage  is  however  only  followed 
by  the  priefts,  or  thofe  who  have  made  a  pil- 
grimage to  Mecca. 

They  always  carry  a  little  leathern  bag,  fuf- 
pended  from  their  neck,  in  which  they  put 
their  tinder,  their  pipe,  and  their  tobacco. 
Their  daggers  are  elegant ;  the  hilt  is  always 
black,  and  inlaid  with  ivory ;  the  blade  is 
crooked,  and  fharp  on  either  fide ;  the  (heath 
is  of  brafs  on  one  fide,  and  of  filver  on  the 
other,  and  of  very  tolerable  workmanfhip. 
They  wear  fabres  when  they  can  get  them, 
and  prefer  thofe  of  Spanifli  make.  Their 
mufkets  are  always  highly  ornamented  ;  the 
ftcck  is  very  fmall,  and  inlaid  on  every  fide 
with  ivory,  and  the  barrel  emboffcd  with 
brafs  or  filver,  according  to  the  opulence  of 
the  owner.  There  is  a  fpring  to  the  lock,  co- 
vering the  priming,  to  prevent  the  piece  from 
going  off,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  him 
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who  carries  it.  The  poor,  who  do  not  poflcft 
muikcts,  wear  daggers,  made  like  theFlemifli 
knives,  with  leathern  fheaths.  They  arm  them- 
felvcs  alfo  with  a  thick  flick,  to  the  end  of 
which  they  fix  a  kipd  of  iron  wedge.  This 
weapon  is  exceedingly  dangerous  at  clofe  quar- 
ters. Others  cany  'z.agays.  In  a  word,  the  prin- 
cipal riches  of  an  Arab,  and  his  highefl  gratifi- 
. cations,  are  ahandfome  muiket  and  a  good  dag-, 
gcr.  He  prefers  them  to  neatncfs  o(  apparel ; 
for  as  to  drcfs,it  is  indifferent  to  him,  whether 
he  be  cloathed  in  Guinea  blues,  woollen  fluffs. 
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While  the  women  arc  employed  in  houfe- 
hold  affairs,   the  negroes  and  children  of  the 
Arabs  tend  the  flocks.     They  leave  the  tents 
about  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning,  and  do  not 
return  till  the  evening,   the  children  of  the 
Arabs  who  have  no  flaves  taking  care  to  carry 
viduals  with  them.     The  women  would  be 
beat,  if  they  did  not  provide  them  with  food. 
As  to  the  negroes,  they  fet  ofFfafting.     It  is 
true^  that  however  favage  be  the  country,  they 
are  fure  of  meeting  with  roots,  fuch  as  truf* 
fte's,  and  fweet  potatoes,  and  with  a  red  fruit, 
ttiuch  fryialler  than  jujubes^  but  of  the  fame 
tafte.     Many  other  wild  plants,  that  afford 
nourifhment  are  alfo  to  be  met  with. 
'As  to  the  men,  they  go  either  to  the  places, 
of  afTembly  of  feveral  hordes,  or  to  the  public 
markets,  where   they   procure   every  thing 
they  want  for  their  houfehold,  or  for  hunting; 
the  game  they  are  the  fondefl  of  purfuing  is 
the  oflrich,   becaufe  it  affords  the  mofl  food 
and  profit.  As  horfes  are  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  for  this  fpecies  of  hunting,  it  is  under- 
taken by  horfemen  alone,  who  go  out  twenty 
together,  and  ride  againfl:  the  wind  at  about  a 
quarter  cff  a  league  diflance,  behind  one  ano- 
ther. 
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then     They  ru(h  upon  the  animal  as  foon  as 
they  perceive  it. 

The  oilrich,  being  unable  to  make  ufe  of 
it's  wings  againll:  the  wind,  turns  towards 
them,  and  eafily  avoids  the  firft  horfeman. 
If  it's  agihty  f^ive  it  from  the  fecond  and  third, 
it  is  impoflible  for  it  to  efcape  the  reft.  They 
feldom  have  recourfe  to  their  mulket  to  knock 
it  down  ;  a  ftick,  about  two  feet  in  length, 
fufficing  to  bring  it  to  the  ground.  They 
then  lofe  no  time  in  killing  it,  pluck  out  it's 
feathers,  divide  them  as  well  as  the  flefh,  and 
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nizes  his  own,  and  happy  is  he  who  has  the 
largeft  lot.  This  fimple  and  natural  mode  of 
divifion  faves  them  an  infinite  number  of  dif- 
putes.  The  market-women  in  Brittany,  foU 
low  the  fame  cuftom,  and  never  have  any 
contention  about  their  fhares. 

When  the  tents  are  feparatcd  by  families^ 
for  the  greater  covenience  of  pafturc,  the  men 
and  boys,  great  and  fmall,  aflfemble  at  the  fet* 
ting  of  the  fun,  on  the  hill  theneareft  at  hand 
to  their  refpeftive  herds,  and  there  exercife 
themfelvcs  in  their  different  fports  of  dexterity 
or  ftrength,  or  join  in  a  dance.,  Generally 
there  are  two  or  three  negro  muficians  with 
them,  who,  with  their  favage  mufic,  excite 
their  hearts  to  joy.  They  remain  in  thefe  af- 
femblies  till  near  midnight,  when  they  retire 
to  their  tents  to  fcek  repofe. 

On  Friday,  their  great  feftival,  feveral 
hordes  affemble,  and  pafs  the  whole  day  in  di- 
verfions  of  various  kinds  ;  they  ride  races,  ex- 
ercife themfelves  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  emu- 
late one  another  in  thefe  public  fports. 

It  is  in  thefe  affemblies  that  the  moft  pro-^ 
mifing  youths  diftinguifli  themfelves.  They 
attraft  the  attention  of  all  the  fpeftators,  and 
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in  ftatc  concerns  the  moft  experienced  arc 
chofen  to  watch  over  the  common  weal.  It 
is  alfo  from  among  thefe  young  men  that  is 
felcded  the  advanced  iniard  that  marches.be- 
fore  the  caravan  in  the  rainy  feafoq. 

All  the  riches  of  the  Mongearts  confifl  in 
their  herds,  and  accordingly  they  take  the 
greateft  Ciire  to  preferve  them.  If  a  beaft  be 
fick,  every  thing  is  done  to  cure  it ;  no  care 
is  fpared  ;  it  is  even  treated  with  more  atten-^ 
tion  than  a  man  ;  but  when  it  evidently  ap- 
pears that  there  is  no  hope  of  faving  it*s  life. 
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other  wild  beafts  together.  The  Arabs  kill 
as  many  as  they  can ;  but  never  tafte  their 
flefh. 

Whatever  loffes  an  Arab  may  meet  with,  he 
is  never  heard  to  complain  ;  he  rifes  fuperior 
to  poverty,  fupports  hunger,  thirft  and  fa- 
tigue, with  patience,  and  his  courage  is  proof 
againft  every  event.  God  will  have  it  fo^ 
fays  he  ;  he  employs,  however,  every  means 
in  his  power  to  avert  misfortune ;  and  often 
expofes  himfelf  to  the  greateft  dangers  to  pro- 
cure matters  of  no  real  utility. 

When -a  father  of  a  family  dies,  all  the  ef- 
fc&s  in  his  tent  are  feized  upon  by  the  eldeft 
fon  prefent  at  his  deceafe.  Gold,  filver, 
trinkets,  every  thing  difappears,  and  the  ab- 
fent  children  have  only  an  equal  (hare  in  the 
divifion  of  the  cattle  and  the  flaves.  The 
girls  are  entirely  excluded  from  all  parti- 
cipation, and  take  up  their  refidence  with  their 
eldeft  brother. 

If  the  deceafed  leave  children  in  helplcfs  in- 
fancy, the  mother  takes  them  with  her  to 
her  lifter's,  if  (he  have  a  iifter  married ;  if 
not,  to  her  own  maternal  roof.  The  dead 
man's  poffeffions,  however,  are  not  loft ;   the 
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chief  of  the  horde  takes  care  of  them,  arid  de- 
livers them  in  equal  portions  to  the  heirs,  as 
foon  as  thev  are  old  enough  to  manage  their 
own  property.  If  an  Arab  die  without  male 
children,  his  wife  returns  to  her  relations, 
and  his  brother  inherits  his  efFefts. 

The  women  are  much  more  refpefted 
among  the  Mongearts  than  among  the  neigh- 
bouring nations  ;  they  are  neverthelefs  in 
a  ftate  of  fubjedlion  that  nearly  approaches 
flavery.  They  are  obliged  to  prepare  the 
food,  to  ipin  the   goats  and  camels  hair,  of 
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Although  polygamy  be  authorifeJ  by  their 
religion,  few  Arabs  however  take  more  than 
one  wife.  They  repudiate  her,  it  is  true,  at 
will,  when  (he  does  not  bear  them  boys,  but 
then  (he  is  free  to  live  with  another  man ;  but 
if,  on  the  contrary,  (he  have  the  good  fortune 
to  have  one  or  more  male  children,  her  huf* 
band's  regard  for  her  is  inconceivable.  She 
has  no  longer  a  divorce  to  fear,  has  an  abfo- 
lute  authority  in  the  tent,  and  pafles  her 
whole  time  in  converfation,  fleep,  or  dancing, 
as  (he  thinks  fit.  The  captive  negre(res  do 
all  her  work,  and  are  no  longer  afliflred  in 
their  labour  by  the  Arab's  wife,  who  treats 
them  on  the  contrary  with  the  greateft  har(h- 
nefs  and  arrogance. 

When  a  woman  is  not  agreeable  to  her  huf- 
band,  or  when  he  is  difagreeable  to  her,  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  part.  The  forma- 
lity in  this  cafe  confifts  in  the  wife's  retiring 
to  her  parents.  If  the  hufband  be  attached  to 
her  he  goes  thither  in  quefl:  of  her ;  but  if 
(he  perlift  in  refufing  to  return  (he  is  free, 
and  at  liberty  to  marry  another.  If  however 
(he  have  had  a  child,  efpecially  a  boy,  (he  has 
not  the  fame  privilege ;  in  that  cafe,  if  her 
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retreat   fhould  laft  more  than  eight  days,   it 
mi^^ht  be  punifhed  with  death. 

When  a  man  beats  his  wife,  it  is  a  fure  figii 
that  he  is  fincerely  attached  to  her,  and  that 
he  does  not  mean  to  part  with  her  ;  if  he  con- 
tent himfelf  with  reproaches,  the  wife  thinks 
herfelf  dcfpifed,  and  infalhbly  retires  to  her 
parents.  Hence  it  is  that  in  the  moft  trifling 
difputes  the  women  are  cruelly  beaten  :  they 
prefer  it  to  the  complaints  that  the  bulband 
might  make  to  their  parents ;  this  proof  be- 
ing the  moft  certain  one  of  a  man's  fondnefs 
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her  parents  to  the  tent  of  her  future  hulband ^ 
tvhere  there  is  always  an  abundant  repaft  pre- 
pared for  the  ceremony.  Preftnts  are  made 
to  the  father ;  but  if  the  fori-in-Iaw  be  poor 
his  wife^s  family  aflift  hinl,  and  furnifli  hini 
with  the  nieaiisof  incrcaliiig  his  flocks ;  if,  oii 
the  contrary,  he  be  rich,  and  the  father  poor, 
he  lupports  the  whole  family  in  his  own 
tent. 

Thefidfelity  of  the  women  is  iiicorruptible ; 
different  in  their  opinions  from  all  the  other 
Msihometatis,  they  think  they  are  immortal 
like  the  men ;  but  they  dd  not  flatter  them- 
felves  with  the  poflibility  of  pretending  to 
happinefs  in  the  other  world,  tinlefs  when 
they  (hail  have  been  faithful  to  their  hufbands. 
If  they  (hotlld  fail  in  this  diity,  they  think  they 
ihould  be  the  eternal  flaves  of  the  more  vir- 
tuous part  of  their  fex,  without  ever  partaking 
of  their  blifs. 

Thiy  often  vifit  one  Another ;  on  thefe  oc- 
cations,  the  honour  confifts  in  letting  the  fe- 
male who  comes  to  fee  her  friend  or  relation 
do  all  the  work  of  the  tent.  The  vifitor  af- 
fumes  the  iHanagenlent  of  every  thing,  drefles 
the  yi£tuals^  churns  the  butter,  and  keeps  her- 
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felfcontiQinlly  coiployQ^r  wlaak  ber.li^M^ 
entertains  her  with  an  ajgewiit  i<^:  the  ^i^ttftli 
zSun  of  the  &ouly  or  nationt;  :  v.: <  r-7  'iioth 
The  heartiaefs -of  the  wekcoke  i»'Beiea)0|ii|# 
by  the  extent  of  the  wock  fuboutt^  ^^e 
gucft,.who.  gentfally^  pneparfta-  4ff9^nf^ 
itTua}  quantity  of  food^.  Tq.  thcitithfrrAllil^  # 
ci>Uged  to  invito  .his  nelghbQvrytO/pfMt^l^fif 
the  lepaft.  The  flaves  are  .always/  .f^cMi^ 
with  thefe  entertainments^  ajargor  p9ff}^ 
then  coming  to  their  lot.;  itlM.HAtljfii^^^ 
of  the  vifitor  to  do  the  honours;   nor  <  wiJU 
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delicacy;  infomudi  that,  notwithftanding 
my  acquaintance  with  the  country,  I  rather 
chofe  to  fleep  in  the  open  air,  than  to  remain 
in  the  fataie  tent  with  a  negrefs. 

An  Arab  rtiuft  be  poor  mdeed,  not  to  have 
at  ledt  one  negro  flave.  His  fble  occupation 
is  the  care  of  the  herd.  They  are  never  em* 
ployed  in  war,  but  they  have  it  in  their  power 
to  marry.  Their  wives,  who  are  captive  ne- 
grefles,  do  ail  the  domeftic  work,  and  are 
rotighly  treated  by  the  Arabian  women,  and 
by  the  Arabs  themfelves.  Their  children  arc 
flaves-  like  them,  and  put  to  all  kinds  of 
drudgery. 

Iif  their  infancy,  the  little  negroes  may  at- 
tend the  public  fchools,  and  join  in  all  the 
amtfements  of  the  young  Arabs  :  but  if  they 
b6  gtiilty  of  a  fault,  they  are  rigoroufly  pu-, 
nifhed :  thefe  people,  who  have  fo  blind  a 
comj^aifance  for  their  children,  becaufe  they 
do  ftdt  fuppofe  they  have  fufficient  knowledge, 
have  no*  kind  of  confideration  for  thofe  of  the 
negroes,  but  treat  them  with  unheard  of  bar- 
barity. If  it  happen  that  an  Arab  have  a  boy 
by  i  negrefs,  (he  is  better  treated,  without 
however  ceafing  to  be  a  flave.     Her  child  is 
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brought  up  like  the  other  Arabs,  and  enjoys 
freedom,  and  the  rank  of  citizen. 

When  the  mafter  of  a  tent  has  a  Chriftian 
flave,  which  only  happens  when  there  has 
been  a  fliipwreck  on  the  coaft,  the  white  is 
confidered  as  fuperior  to  the  negro,  although 
the  latter  be  a  Mahometan.  He  is  fed  fepa- 
rately,  his  vidluals  are  taken  from  the  gene- 
ral {lock,  and  if  any  remain,  which  can  only 
happen  on  days  of  ceremony,  neither  the  wo- 
men nor  even  the  flavcs  will  touch  it :  they 
carry  their  fcruples  fo  far  as  not  even  to  make 
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Notwithftanding  the  hardfhips  experienced 
in  this  country,  it  is  ftili  fortunate  for  the 
fhipwrecked  man  to  be  of  the  French  or  Eng- 
liih  nation.     Some  time  before  us  a  Spanifli 
.bark  had  the  misfortune  to  run  aground,  near 
the  place  where  we  were  loft ;   there  were 
fourteen  men,  and  two  women  on  board.   As 
it  appeared  that  they  came  from  the  Canary 
Iflands,    they  were    all   maffacred    without 
mercy,  except  the  women,  who  were  referved 
for  fale  at  Morocco.     Nor  is  it  without  rea-? 
fon  that  the  Mongearts  aft  in  this  manner 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canaries,  and  even 
with  all  Spaniards  whatever ;   we  afterwards 
learned  that  their  hatred  arofe  from  the  na- 
tives of  the  above  iflands  making  frequent 
defqents  upon  their  coafts,   and  carrying  off 
men,  women,  and  cattle,  every  thing  in  (hort 
that  they  naeet  with. 

Thefe  people  are  ignorant  of  what  becomes 
of  their  countrymen,  and  facrifice,  without 
exception,  all  thofe  of  the  Spanifh  nation  that 
fall  into  their  hands ;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
they  treat  the  French  and  English  as  well  as 
they  can,  and  that  is  bad  enough.  They  are 
acquainted  with   the  two   latter  nations  by 
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the  trade  they  carry  on  along  the  banks  of 
the  Niger,  and  in  all  the  cities  fubjefk  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

Medicine  is  almoft  unknown  among  the 
Mongearts,  their  priefts  alone  being  the  depo« 
fitaries  of  the  fecrcts  of  that  important  art. 
Their  general  remedies  for  internal  difeafes 
are  regimen,  reft,  and  a  few  maxims  of  the 
Alcoran,  which  the  prieft  myfterioufly.  applies 
to  the  atfefted  part. 

In  the  head-ach  they  bind  the  head  with 
fuch  extraordinary  violence  as  to  force  out  the 
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the  eyes,  and  the  patient  in  a  fhort  time  finds 
relief  One 'of  our  failors  was  cured  in  this 
manner,  in  three  days,  on  the  road  to-Tan- 
gier. 

The^  icorpion  carries  the  antidote  to  it^s 
own  poifon :  it  is  fufiicient  to  eniih  it  upon 
the  wound,  other  wife,  to  cfcape  death,  it 
would  foon  be  necefl&ry  to  cut  off  the  bitten 
part^.  the  venom  fpeedily  communicating  it-^ 
feif  to  the  circulation, 

•Snakes  are  very  common  in  the  Defert,but 
k  contains  few  fcorpions ;  the  latter  fpecies 
delights  in  old  ruins,  and  is  very  numerous  in 
:de!ferted  cities. 

The  wild  boars  do  very  great  mifchief. 
They  often  ru(h  upon  the  flocks  of  goa^ts ; 
but  as  the  Mongearts  are  always  armed,  ei* 
therwith  mulkcts,  or  fome  other  weapon, 
they  kill  a  great  many,  and  endeavour  to  keep 
them  at  the  greateft  diftance  poflibk  from 
their  habitations. 

The  ground  in  the  Defert  is  uncultivated, 
and  almoft  every  where  parched  up ;  few 
trees  are  met  with,  the  country  being  only 
covered  with  bruih-wood ;  here  and  there, 
however,  palm  and  date-trees  are  fecn,  but 
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they  are  very  fcarce.  Fine  plains  alfb  occup^ 
that  might  be  made  produ&ive,  did  not  three 
fcafons  oppofe  their  cultivation.  The  firft 
arifes  from  the  inhabitants*  manner  of  living^ 
who  content  themfelves  with  a  milk  diet,  of 
which  they  have  always  a  plenty ;  the  fecon4 
from  the  wandering  life  they  lead,  without  a; 
fettled  abode, .  and  very  often  never  fitting 
their  feet  a  fecpnd  time  in  the  fpot  froiq^ 
which  they  remove  :  the  third  and  mo{|: . 
weighty  one  is,  their  being  obliged  to  leave 
the  plains  in  the  rainy  feafons,  and  to  take 
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air  with  it,  the  Arabs  decamp  without  delay, 
load  their  camels,  turn  their  backs  upon  the 
gale,  and  hafte  away  :  but  for  this  wife  pre-- 
caution  a  fingle  night  would  be  enough  to 
heap  fifty  feet  of  fand  upon  their  heads. 

All  thefc  cuftoms  are  nearly  general  among; 
the  Trafars,  and  the  Bracnars,  nations  inha- 
f^iting  the  northern  banks  of  the  Niger.  Tfie 
Jatter  differ  only  in  fome  few  unimportant 
cuftoms,  that  proceed  from  their  communica*- 
tion-  with  the  negroes,  from  whom  they  are  ' 
feparated  only  by  the  river. 

'Thefe  ufages  are  likewife  general  in  Bili- 
dulgerid,  and  in  the  flates  dependent  on  the 
Emperqr  of  Morocco  :  for  this  reafbn,  when 
ipeaking  of  the  nations  that  inhabit  thofe  fe-^^ 
yeral  countries,  I  fhall  only  dwell  upon  the 
puftoms  that  are  not  in  pradtice  among  the 
Mongearts. 

It  only  remains  to  obferve,  that  all  thefc 
nations  call  and  think  themfelves  but  one,  and 
that  they  are  denominated,  without  diftinftion, 
Arabs  or  Moors.  In  the  Defert  they  are 
pleafed  with  the  name  of  Monfelemines.  It 
feems  as  if  they  were  honoured  by  that  ap- 
pellation, of  which  they  arc  proud,  "although 
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the  true  Monfelemines,  arc  their  moft  inve^ 

terate  enemies. 


BILIDULGERID. 


BiLiDULGERiD,  in  thc  part  I  have  travelled 
through,  is  inhabited  by  a  people  kftown  by 
the  general  name  of  Monfelemines.*  Thcjr 
differ  in  their  religion  and  cnftoms  firom  the 
Moors  their  neighbours,  and  from  the  Moh« 
gearts,  inhabitants  of  the  Defert.  This^^iat 
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rtfptOt  for  the  prophet,  but  they  are  far  from 
believing  that  he  was  infalUble  ;  that  his  de- 
fcendants  are  all  infpired  by  God,  that  their 
will  is  a  law,  and  that  it  is  impoffible  to  be 
a  good  Mahometan,  without  giving  faith  to 
fuch  ideas. 

:  This  nation,  in  the  part  wafhed  by  the  At* 
lantic,  occupies  a  fpace  of  land  of  various 
qualities,  from  about  twenty  leagues  from  St. 
Croix  d$  Barbaric  to  the  diftancc  of  about 
thtitjr  beyond  Cape  Non.  The  limits  of  their 
pofieffions  are  indicated  by  lofty  columns, 
placed  at  diftant  intervals  towards  the  Defert- 
This  they  have  done  as  they  have  thought 
fit,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Defert  never  inter- 
ibring,  and  even  inhabiting  unmoleftcd  by 
any  body,  the  fpots  where  the  pillars  ftandw  = 

Some  people  pretend  that  thefe  columns 
were  eredled  by  the  Emperors  of  Morocco,  to 
mark  the  bounds  of  their  empire.  However 
it:  ox^y  be,  the  country  is  inhabited  by  an  af- 
icmblage  of  true  Arabs,  defcended  from  the 
.aiicient  Arabs,  and  of  fugitive  Moors  from 
the  empire  of  Morocco. 

The  government  is  republican.  They  de- 
.^fend  tbemfelves  with   great  courage,  choofe 
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new  chiefs  every  year,  and  pafs  for  iuvinctble 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Moors,  as  well  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  penetrating  into  their 
country »  furrounded  as  it  is  on  every  fide  by 
fleep  and  arid  mountains,  as  from  their  cou« 
rage,  and  the  obflinate  refinance  they  oppofeto 
the  efforts  of  their  enemies. 

This  nation,  more  civilized  than  thofe  that 
inhabit  the  defert,  is  not  for  ever  wandering 
from  region  to  region  ;  but  is  fettled  in  towns 
that  are  all  iituated  upon  the  declivity  of. hiUs. 
Their  houfes  are  built  of  ftone  and  earth. 
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not  prevent  tbem  from  working:  it  is  the 
day  of  their  principal  market,  when  the 
country  people,  and  Arabs  of  the  Defect  re- 
pair thither  to  trade.  -  There  are  '  j>ublic 
fquares  for  the  fale  of  .  merchandife,  the  ia- 
habitants  alone  having  little  fliops  to  expofe 
their  goods  to  fale.  As  to  the  others^  they 
merely  fpr^d  them  out  upon  the  fijuare.  If 
any  difptites  arife,  the  old  men  judge  with- 
out Appeal,  and  the  fuit  is  immediately  ter*- 
miniated^ 

More  induftrious  and  more  laborious  thaln 
their  neighbours,  the  Monfelemine  nation 
cultivate^  the  earth.  The  chief  of  each  fa- 
mily having  chofen  the  ground  that  appears 
to  him  moft  proper,  they  (lightly  turn  up 
the  furface  of  the  earth  with  a  kind  of  crook, 
and  then  throw  in  the  feed.  They  take  care 
to  furround  the  field  with  buflies,  to  indicate 
the  fpot  that  has  been  cultivated,  and  to  keep 
off  the  cattle  of  the  wandering  Arabs.  The 
crop  is  ripe  three  months  after  the  fowing  of 
the  feed,  generally  at  the  end  of  March  : 
they  cut  their  corn  at  about  fix  inches  from 
the  ear,  and  make  it  up  into  little  bundles. 
Every  body  then  goes  to  work  from  morning 
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Only  taking  with  tfaem  what  is  abfolutely 
iieccflary.  When  they  find  that  their  ftock 
is  Bearif  exhaufted,  feveral  individuals  well 
23riDcdy  fct  off  with  their  camels,  and  go  to 
the  magazines  of  the  horde  to  fetch  a  fupply. 
Every  one  (hares  in  proportion  to  the  mimbcf 
of  men  he  employed  in  labouring  for  the 
common  advantage. 

The  laws  of  hofpitality  are  generally  ob^ 
ferved  among  the  wandering  tribes ;  and  hefe^ 
as  in  the  Defert,  the  traveller  pays  nothing  for 
his  entertainment.  It  is  not  the  fame  in  the. 
towns,  where  the  multitude  of  ftrangers  that 
frequent  the  market,  oblige  them  to  exaft 
payment,  otherwife  the  inhabitants  would 
ever  be  poor,  fince  on  the  market  days,  and 
thofe  of  ailembly,  they  would  have  an  in- 
finite number  of  aliens  to  fupport.  As  to 
lodgings,  the  country  Arabs  always  deep 
iipop  the  terrafles  in  the  open  air,  the  In- 
habitants permitting  none  but  their  kinfmen, 
frietids,  or  chiefs  of  hordes  to  enter  their 
hotifes.  The  negro  flaves  belonging  to  them 
ciirefuUy  examine  the  number  of  perfons  that 
alk.  for  viduals^  give  it  them  at  the  door 
acceding  tt>  their  number,  adding  a  fuificient 
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quantity  of  water  to  quench  their  thir{^« 
There  is  a  feparate  yard  for  the  horfes;  but 
unlefs  their  mailers  ftay  all  night,  nothing  is 
given  them.  When  they  do,  three  pounds 
of  barley  are  diftributed  to  each  horfe  at  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  and  that  is  all  they  get  fof 
four  and  twenty  hours,  I  have  dwelt  a  little 
upon  this  article,  becaufe  when  I  lived  with 
Hali  Laze,  to  whofe  houfe  the  country 
people  ufed  to  come  for  food,  I  have  fcen  all 
this  put  in  pradtice  feveral  times, 
Thofe  who  refide  in  the  towns  have  irt 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  113 

to  meal,  making  ufe  for  that  purpofe  of  ftone 
mills,  like  thofe  that  arc  ufed  in  France  to 
grind  pepper  and  muftard  :  they  alfo  drefs  the 
vi<ftuals,  and  are  inceflantly  employed  from 
morning  to  night.  The  negro  ihepherd  on 
the  contrary,  knows  no  care  but  that  of  his 
flock  ;  always  finds  his  repaft  ready  ;  is  well 
cloathed  and  well  armed  ;  and  has  a  little  re- 
treat for  himfelf  and  his  family. 

This  country  is  well  peopled,  and  would 
be  more  fo,  but  for  the  contuiual  wars  its  in- 
habitants are  obliged  to  fupport  againft  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco.     It  is  improperly  faid 
that  this  nation  is  in  rebellion  againft  him  ; 
for  they  never  were  his  fubjeds;     When   a 
Moorifh  army  takes  the  field,  the  inhabitants 
of   Bilidulgerid,   who   have   many   of  their 
countrymen    fettled   in  the  Morocco  domi- 
nions, are  fpeedily  apprized,  hold  themfelvcs 
prepared  ;  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try cantons  being  well  mounted,    they  com- 
pofe  formidable  bodies  of  cavalry,  take  poflef- 
iion  of  thepaffes,  and  maflacre  without  mercy 
any  troops  that  may  have  the  temerity  to  ad- 
venture within  them.  No  prifoners  are  made 
on  either  fide.     The  women  and  the  flaves, 
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efcorted  by  a  fufficient  number  of  warriors 
for  their  defence,  quit  their  habitations,  and 
retire  to  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
fomctimcs  they  even  retire  to  the  Defert. 
The  hberty  thele  people  enjoy  encourages 
them  to  fupport  the  greateft  fatigue.  They 
confidcr  it  as  the  firft  of  all  bleflings,  and 
fight  to  the  laft  extremity  to  preferve  their 
rights.  The  trade,  between  Barbary  and 
Zaara,  of  which  they  have  the  exclufive  pof- 
leffion,  renders  them  opulent,  and  according- 
ly they  are  fare  to  hold  out,  and  terminate 
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The  Monfelemine,  richer  than  any  of  the 
people  that  inhabit  the  provinces  fubjedt  to 
the  dominion  of  Morocco,  is  always  well 
clothed  and  well  armed.  He  pays  no  tribute^ 
enjoys  the  fruit  of  his  labour,  and  of  his 
commerce  ;  and  having  nothing  to  contribute 
to  the  charges  of  the  ftate,  every  thing  he 
can  acquire  is  his  own.  There  is  this  differ- 
ence between  the  fugitive  Moors  and  the 
natives,  that  the  latter  are  always  armed, 
whether  refiding  in  the  country,  reforting  to 
the  markets,  prefent  at  the  affemblies  of  the 
nation,  or  paying  vifits  :  the  fugitive  Moors, 
on  the  contrary,  even  be  they  princes,  never 
bfear  arms  but  in  the  country,  when  they 
take  the  field. 

The  women  are  no  more  flaves  than  thofe 
of  Zaara.  Thofe  of  the  towns  remain  in  a 
kind  of  feraglio,  each  man  having  as  many 
as  he  can  maintain.  The  moft  refpefted  are 
they  who  bear  male  children.  Although 
their  apartment  is  diftinft  from  that  of  the 
men,  admittance  to  them  is  not  forbidden* 
They  are  well  clothed,  and  the  huftand  not 
being  jealous,  they  may  be  feen,  may  walk 
about  the  town  and  vifit  their  friends.  When 
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they  go  out  they  have  a  veil,  which  covers 
them  entirely,  but  which  is  ufelefs,  nay, 
even  inconvenient,  lince  they  take  it  off^ 
whenever  they  meet  any  one  to  whom  they 
wifh  to  fpeak.  They  are  more  humane  thofe 
of  Zaara,  and  are  not  like  them  for  ever  liable 
to  blows.  They  think  it  is  poffible  for  their 
hufbands  to  love  them,  without  giving  them 
fuch  folid  proofs  of  their  fondnefs.  Their 
nails  and  face  they  paint  with  red  and  yellow, 
and  ftain  the  edges  of  their  eye-lids  with 
black.     When  they  paint  only  one  fide  of 
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who  have  a  knowledge  of  their  religion  turn 
priefts,  marry  as  well  as  the  reft,  and  praftice 
all  the  cxercifes  of  their  countrymen.  They 
are,  however,  more  refpefted,  and  in  their  old 
age  become  the  judges  of  the  nation.  If  they 
meet  with  misfortunes  they  are  fupported, 
whereas  thofe  who  are  not  of  that  holy  pro- 
feflion,  find  no  refource  but  in  their  induftry, 
in  the  plunder  for  which  they  adventure  on 
the  territory  of  their  neighbours,  the  Moors, 
or  in  the  profit  of  the  caravans. 

The  horfemen  are  more  refpefted  than  the 
reft,  having  no  employment  but  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  being  for  ever  in  the  pradlice  of 
it,  both  ia  peace  and  war.  In  the  field  they 
behave  courageoufly ;  in  time  of  peace,  they 
exercife  themfelves  in  the  management  of 
their  horfes,  and  in  a  variety  of  military 
evolutions.  They  alfo  efcort  the  caravans, 
for  which  fervice  they  receive  pay,  beings 
obliged  to  buy  and  keep  their  horfes  them- 
felves. They  are  eafily  known,  for  being 
almoft  always  on  horfeback,  and  wearing  no 
boots^  they  have  a  callous  lump  on  that  part 
of  the  leg,  that  comes  in  contaft  ^ith  the 
iron  of  the  ftirrup.    Thefe  people  are  the 
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moft  formidable  robbers  in  the  world :  they 
rulh  with  unequalled  rapidity  on  thofe  they 
mean  to  plunder,  arid  without  giving  them 
time  to  ftand  on  their  defence,  carry  oflFcvery 
thing  that  comes  in  their  way.  Their  horfes, 
which  they  break  in  an  admirable  manner, 
and  for  the  wants  of  which  they  are  always 
able  to  provide,  are  the  beft  hi  exiftence. 
They  are  taken  the  greateft  care  of,  know 
their  mafter,  are  obedient  to  his  voice,  and 
will  not  bear  to  be  backed  by  any  other  man. 
The  chief,  in  time  of  war,  is  chofen  in- 
difcriminately  from  among  the  natives,    or 
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leagues  from  Cape  Non,  near  the  town  called 
lUeric.  Although  this  man  has  no  troops  at 
his  command,  he  is.  neverthelefs  the  moft 
powerful  of  all  Africa ;  his  authority  is  in- 
deed without  bounds.  If  he  order  war  to  be 
made  upon  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  war  is 
proclaimed  :  if  he  wifh  it  to  ceafe,  the  war 
is  at  an  end.  Though  he  has  no  property  of 
his  own,  every  thing  is  at  his  difpofal.  Every 
family  makes  him  a  yearly  prefent,  vying 
with  one  another  in  the  richnefs  of  the  gift. 
He  adminifters  juftice  to  every  one  ;  fubmits 
all  accufations  to  his  council,  and  a  few  days 
after,  pronounces  a  definitive  fentence.  He 
requires  nothing  from  any  body,  and  yet  all 
are  inclined  to  give.  Widely  different  in  his 
principles  and  conduit  from  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  he  does  not  pretend  to  be  infpired 
by  the  prophet ;  nor  has  he  the  audacity  to 
make  his  people  believe  fo ;  he  liftens  on  the 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  wife  and  expe- 
rienced, and  gives  judgment  in  conformity 
with  their  opinions.  His  dominion  extends 
over  all  the  nations  of  Bilidulgerid  and  Zaara. 
The  very  Moors  refped  him  ;  and  the  Em- 
peror himfelf,  all-powerful  as  he  is,  has 
never  dared  to  make  an  attack  on  this  man's 
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authority,  nor  to  fend  his  troops  towards  the 
place  he  inhabits.  This  ought  to  convince 
hin.  that  the  authority  which  proceeds  from 
the  love  of  the  people,  is  a  thouland  times 
greater  than  that  conferred  by  terror,  or  a 
warlike  force. 

The  Jews,  difperfed  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  country,  live  only  in  the  towns,  and 
never  cultivate  the  earth,  although  much  re- 
mains unoccupied.  They  all  turn  their  at- 
tention to  trade,  work  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
and  are  obliged  to  purchafe  the  neceflaries  of 
life.     This  nation,  among  the  Monfelcmines, 
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DifFerent  from  their  neighbours,  the  Mon- 
^earts  and  the  Moors,  the  Monfelemines 
never  endeavour  to  make  profelytes.  When 
they  have  a  chriftiaa  flave,  they  treat  him 
with  humanity,  let  him  want  for  nothing, 
and  put  him  to  no  painful  talk.  Money, 
their  darling  idol,  is  the  caufe  of  this  indul- 
gence. They  deteft  the  chriftians,  but  they 
love  money  ;  and  fear  that  the  ill-treatment 
of  their  (laves  migjht  occafion  their  ficknefs 
or  death,  and  thus  rob  them  of  the  expeded 
ranfom  :  it  is  to  money,  that  the  chriftians, 
whofeevll  ftarconduds  them  to  that  country, 
owe  the  little  comfort  they  experience  there. 

Among  the  Mongearts,  a  chriftian  who 
Ihould  chaunt  the  prayer,  or  fufFer  circumci- 
fion,  would  have  his  liberty  and  the  rank  of 
citizen ;  the  family  to  which  he  might  have 
belonged,  would  give  him  cattle  to  enable 
him  to  live  like  them.  A  chriftian  at  Mo- 
rocco, whofc  curiofity  (hould  carry  him  with- 
in a  mofque^  would  be  put  to  death,  or  forced 
to  aflume  the  turban.  But  among  the  Mon- 
jfelemines  he  would  have  nothing  to  fear; 
money  there  takes  the  lead  of  religion  ;  they 
would  content  themfelves  with  turning  him 

out, 
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out,  without  even  giving  him  a  blow ;  but 
they  would  make  him  pay  as  much  as  his 
means  might  permit. 

Among  the  Moors,  a  chriftian  who  fhould 
be  caught  with  a  woman  of  the  nation,  would 
be  forced  to  turn  Mahometan  to  avoid  death  ; 
but  among  the  Monfelemincs  the  woman 
aloae  is  punifhed.  She  is  put  into  a  fack, 
and  thrown  into  the  Tea :  the  chriftian  has 
nothing  to  apprehend  ;   money  is  his  faviour. 

If  in  a  difpute,  a  chriftian  flave  defend 
himfclf  againft  his  mafter,  the  crime  is  pu* 
nifhed  with  death  among  the  neighbouring 
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rather  than  fpend  the  fmalleft  piece  of  money : 
when  a  father  of  a  family  dies,  although  he 
has  accumulated  a  great  deal  during  his  life, 
none  is  ever  found  amdng  his  effcds  ;  he  has 
buried  it  in  the  earth  unknown  to  every  body. 
He  hopes,  no  doubt,  to  be  the  better  for  it  after 
his  death,  and  to  be  refpedcd  in  the  other 
world,  according  to  the  quantity  of  fpecie  he 
ihall  have  had  in  his  poffeffion.  Mifers  fliould 
go  to  that  country ;  they  would  there  learn 
means  of  economy  that  would  fhew  them, 
that  in  comparifon  with  the  Arabs,  they  are 
perfe£t  prodigals. 

The  Mongearts  have  not  near  fo  great  a 
luft  for.  gold  or  filver :  they  employ  thoie 
metals  only  to  make  trinkets  for  their  women, 
when  they  procure  any  by  a  fhipwreck  or  the 
fale  of  theii-  productions  ;  and  will  willingly 
exchange  it  for  gunpowder  or  other  articles 
ufeful  to  their  exiftence,  or  pleafing  to  their 
fancy. 

The  country  of  the  Monfelemines  is  very 
fertile,  producing  all  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
aJmoft  without  cultivation.  The  plains  arc 
watered  by  an  infinite  number  of  ftreams  that 
render  them  fruitful.     Palm,  date,  fig,   and 
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almond  trees  abound.  They  have  alfo  large 
quantities  of  oil,  wax  and  tobacco,  which 
they  fell  at  the  public  markets,  the  merchan- 
drze  of  the  country  being  carried  to  Mo- 
gador.  Very  good  grapes  are  cultivated  in 
the  gardens,  are  dried  by  the  Arabs,  and 
converted  into  brandy  by  the  Jews. 

This  abundance  enables  the  inhabitants  to 
live  better  than  thofc  of  Zaara :  in  the  country, 
however,  their  frugality  approaches  that  of 
the  Defert ;  for  as  the  Arabs  of  Zaara,  arc 
often  obliged  for  want  of  corn  to  content 
ihemfelves  with  milk,  fo  the  Monfelemines, 
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Their  ways  of  treating  wounds  and  difeafcs 
are  precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Defert. 


THE  EMPIRE  OF  MOROCCO. 

THE  peolpe  fubjeft  to  the  dominion  of  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  are  lefs  happy  than 
thofe  of  whom  I  have  juft  fpoken.  The 
prejudices  of  their  nation,  the  arbitrary  power 
of  their  princes,  whom  they  believe  to  be 
defcended  from  the  great  prophet,  the  pillage 
to  which  they  are  ever  expofcd,  whether  at 
war  or  not,  the  neccflity  of  concealing  their 
property,  for  fear  of  being  ftripped  of  it  by 
the  Emperor  or  his  governors,  all  concur  to 
make  them  flaves  and  barbarians.  They  have 
no  regard  for  their  neighbours  ;  plunder  and 
rob  one  another  as  often  as  it  is  in  their 
power;  and  fubjedl  in  every  thing  to  the 
will  of  an  imperious  mailer,  they  have  not 
even  the  liberty  of  lamenting  their  fad  fitua- 
tion.  Their  greateft  misfortunes,  no  doubt,  is 
their  ignorance  of  all  the  focial  affeftions* 
The  father  fears  his  Ton,  the  ion  is  afraid  of 
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his  father ;  and  thus  from  this  complication 
of  vices  and  prejudices,  the  Moorifh  nation, 
which  pofTeffes  one  of  the  faireft  portions  of 
the  earth,  is  always  wretched,  and  often  io 
want  of  the  very  necefTaries  of  life. 

As  thefc  people  are  born  to  flavery  they 
have  no  fettled  ufages  or  manners.  The  will 
of  the  prince  is  a  law ;  they  know  no  other* 
They  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
other  Mahometans,  but  their  defeats,  with- 
out having  any  of  their  virtues. 

It  is  not  aflonifhing,  with  fuch  a  want  of 
principles,  that  this  nation,  which  looks 
Tipon  itfelf  as  the  firfl:  in  the  univerfe,  and 
which  defpifes  all  others,  fhould  be  for  ever 
changing  its  cuftoms,  In  one  province 
crimes  are  authorized  that  are  puuifhed  in 
another.  Always  in  contradi<5tion  with  them- 
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reign  in  his  rights,  and  give  him  an  unfimitcd 
authority,  of  which  he  avails  himfelf,  to  plun- 
der his  fubjefts,  and  to  keep  them  in  fervitudc. 
Not  being  able  to  obfcrve  any  order  in  fpeaking 
of  people  who  are  unacquainted  with  it,  I  caa 
only  touch  upon  matters  as  they  offer  them- 
felves  to  my  memory. 

The  plurality  of  wives  is  permitted,  and  Is 
a  received  ufuage  among  the  Moors ;  they  are 
allowed  to  have  four  who  bear  that  name, 
the  others  being  no  more  than  flaves,  of 
v/hom  they  are  free  to  have  as  many  as  they 
can  afford  to  keef).  The  leafl  wretched  are, 
no  doubt,  thofe  who  inhabit  the  country,  ia 
other  words  the  pooreft  ;  for  they  are  free, 
and  may  go  wherever  they  pleafe.  They  are, 
indeed,  very  little  lefs  happy  than  thofe  of 
Zaara  and  Bilidulgerid.  The  cafe  is  very 
different  with  the  females^  who  live  in  the 
towns.  They  can  never  go  out ;  are  always 
fliut  up  within  the  limits  of  the  houfe,  and 
are  no  longer  happy  than  they  pleafe  their 
mafter.  When  a  barbarous  hufband  is  dif- 
contented  with  his  wives,  lie  may  treat  them 
as  he  pleafes ;  he  may  aft  the  tyrant  uncon- 
trouled ;  nobody  can  go  to  their  afTiflance ; 

for 
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for  nobody  has  a  right  to  enter  his  fcragirat 
nay,  often  when  he  has  made  them  endure 
long  fufFerings,  and  is  tired  of  their  fight,  he 
kills  them,  that  he  may  be  delivered  frort 
the  care  of  keeping  them.  The  moft  hu* 
mane  get  rid  of  them  by  fale,  or  by'cxchangc* 
But  whatever  be  the  fate  of  thefe  unfortunate 
women,  it  is  fure  to  be  wretched,  when  they 
have  no  male  children.  In  that  cafe  it  afTumes 
a  different  face,  the  father  not  daring  to  be- 
have ill  to  the  mother  of  his  fbn»  who  would 
not  fail  to  take  revenge.  A  father,  however 
fond  of  his  daughter,   cannot  a  f  ft  ft  her,  even 
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obtain  from  the  father  in  their  trade,  or  oa 
other  occafions,  induces  them  to  behave  with  • 
decency  to  the  daughter.  A  father  ofteii 
feigns  to  refute  his  daughter'to  him  who  alks 
her  in  marriage,  to  avoid  the  reproaches  of 
people  of  his  own  rank.  In  that  cafe  the 
(hghted  fuitor  complains  to  the  Emperor; 
his  conduct  is  examined,  and  as  all  has  oeen 
fettled  beforehand,  nothing  can  ever  be  laid 
to  his  charge :  the  father  is  confequeiitly 
condemned  to  give  him  his  daughter,  and 
pretends  to  be  angry,  although  in  reality  hi* 
deareft  wiflies  are  accompliflied. 

The  Moors  are  equal  by  birth,  and  know 
IK)  diftinftions,  except  thofe  that  are  derived 
from  official  employments;  on  refigning 
thcfe  employments  they  again  return  into  the 
common  mafs  of  citizens;  thus  may  the 
pooreft  man  in  the  nation  pretend,  without 
prcfumption,  to  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of 
the  moft  opulent.  An  accident,  or  the  caprice 
of  the  prince,  may  precipitate  the  latter  into 
ruin,  and  the  former  may,  by  the  fame  caprice 
of  fortune  J  be  elevated  to  a  ftate  of  wealth 
aiid  honour. 

The  mode  of  education  is  generally  alike 
K  through- 
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throughout  the  whole  empire.  The  children 
remaia  unemployed  until  the  age  of  fevcn  or 
eight,  but  as  foon  as  they  are  circumcifed 
they  arc  all  occupied,  cither  in  the  arts,  the 
ftudy  of  the  Koran,  the  care  of  the  flocks,  or 
the  cxcrcife  of  arms.  Thofe  engaged  in  the 
latter  are  moft  noticed  by  the  Emperof. 
When  able  to  bear  arms  they  are  fent  to  Mo- 
rocco, and  when  received  into  the  army  re^ 
main  there  during  his  pleafure.  They  are 
incorporated  in  the  cavalry  or  infantry,  accord- 
ing to  their  refpeftive  talents.  Thofe  bred 
up  to  the  lea  are  alfo  obliged  to  prefent  them* 
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which  previous  ceremony  it  is  impoflible  to 
fpeak  to  him.  This  prefent  is  proportioned 
to  the  condition  and  fortune  of  each  indi- 
vidual The  fmalleft  matter,  even  two  eggs,  is 
accepted.  They  talk  with  great  freedom  before 
tte  prince,  who,  if  the  adverfe  party  be  pre- 
ftnt.  Toon  gives  judgment ;  if  abfent,  they 
arc  fent  for,  and  the  plaintiff  returns  another 
day  for  a  final  determination.  The  Moors 
addrefs  their  fovereign  with  boldnefs ;  they 
are  never  bafhful  before  him,  and  he  that 
fhbiild  feem  fo  would,  in  fome  meafure,  con- 
fefihis  guilt,  and  infallibly  lofe  his  fuit. 

In  places  remote  from  the  Emperor's  refi- 
dehcc,'the  governors  adminifter  juftice.  Each 
province  has  a  chief  governor,  and  every  vil- 
liige  a  particular  magiftrate.  Th  ey  have  per- 
ipris  binder  them,  who  execute  the  orders  of 
the  Ibvereign,  or  rather  their  own.  They 
ztefo  many  petty  tyrants  fpread  over  the  pro- 
vinces, and  are  ever  ready  to  fandion  their 
extortions  by  the  name  of  their  mafter ;  for 
t6^get  ricJh  as  rapidly  as  poffible  is  the  obje6l  of 
irfl  their  dcfires.  It  very  feldom  happens,  how- 
%iver,  that  they  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  rapine. 
Wheii  they  learn,  by  means  of  their  ipies,  that 

-  '-'^  Ka  an 


VOYAGES  TO  THB 

an  individual  "has  ifequfredkny  ^r6tfct^,'^Stha* 
in  plunder,  or  bf  tt»e  prWfitls  bJF  tradt^''tftfef 
never  fail  to  inflft  upon  their  ihife,  f(ild''tiS£ 
wretch  is  obliged  td  facrifice"  a' Jikiri  df' ftfif 
wealth,  in  order  to  preferve  thb  tieft.   'SNAii^ 
he'  rfefufe  the  demand,   hie  ii  iimtiediat^jic- 
cufed  before  the  Emperor,    and'  wKfet'^fei^ 
lead  thinks  of  it,  ah  order  foi^  his  tttln^ri^/tfii* 
froni  court ;  he  is  difpoiled  of  ^11  be  pdlS^Gfes^ 
his  cattle,  his  (laves,  hik  effeAs  arep^Hid^ 
fold,  and  he  is  put  into  prifdft,'  tUl  fbtttliitfl^ 
as  he  is  fent  to  anfWcr  Ms  afctJufer  befort'tfcft? 
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he  returns  to  his  family,  he  forms  a  party, 
who  prefer  difterexit  accufations  againft  the 
governor.  .  He,  in  his  turn,  falls  a  facrifice, 
and  his  property  is  con  fi  feat ed  to  the  profit  of 
the  royal  treafury. 

This  latter,  however,  finds  it  much  more 
difficult  to  make  his  way  out  of  the  labyrinth 
than  an.  ordinary  man  ;  for  as  he  is  poffefled 
of  greater  property,  and  as  that  property  is 
the  produce  of  rapacity,  he  has  very  feldom 
any  means  of  defence.  He  is  then  fcntenced 
to  die,  unlefs  the  Emperor  fhoulJ  ftand  in 
need  of  him,  in  this  cafe  he  is  re-appohited 
governor,  and  fent  into  another  province. 
The  impunity  which  attended  his  firfl:  tranf- 
grcffion  determines  him  to  (hew  lefs  regard 
for  the  people,  and  fooner,  or  later,  he  is  fure 
^  to  lofe  his  head.  If  he  can  forefee  the  inftant 
of  his  ruin,  and  be  inclined  to  retire,  he 
eafily  obtains  his  pardon,  by  giving  up  the 
fruits  of  his  rapine,  for  he  muft  be  endowed 
with  no  fmall  (hare  of  cunning  to  make  any 
referve  for  him  (elf,  when  deftined  to  live 
among  a  people  whom  he  has  plundered,  and 
who  would  not  fail  to  accufe  him,  if  they 
faw  him  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life.     He 
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may  ftHI  efcapeideeMli  asii  ttiftf^cMkfii 
hn  property;  >if  fbrtutiate  tfnoiigh  ntf  matib 
good  his  retrkC'^altkiik^  ^tbd  Monfehailiiufl. 
Wh«n  he  has  reached' this  cotmtrjbbi^Jiiiian 
fafety,  and  bag  nothing  t<>^«|ip>rehetidifroilitt6e 
Etnperoii'sreietttmettt.  '' •  ^'^1  ^^^J  ^nofa 
•  Sidy  Mahammet^fiei»  AfedblkV^n^nMiiatf 
Morocco,  of  the  family  of  "fl^  ^itfri^  caM 
descended  frofti  Mahomet,  ^i»  (the  intii^ter 
of  the  law.  The  prieAs^re-  cilledcff^^, 
and  are  always  of  his  opinion.  rBtffids^ltdiq; 
a  defcendant  of  the  great  propHet,  be'hnl^ 
'  sood  fortune  to  be  iufpired  by  him,  and  is  as 
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proclaim  the  pardob^  carry ^iti^ way,  fltadp^rr 
form  the  rites  of  fepulture^  The  {pot  wherfe 
the  body  is  interred  is  furrounded  with  a  wall, 
and  the  deoeafed  is  afterwards  coniidered  as  a 
iaiiitk  If  the  Emperor  does  not  grant  a  par- 
don, the  Jews  carry  away  the  body,^bidi 
remains  without  burial,  and  becomes  fcod  for 
the  beafts  of  prey. 

Friday,  which  at  Bilidulgerid,  is  a  market 
day^  is  in  Morocco  the  day  of  prayer.     Labour 
is.  fufpended,  and  the  mofques  are  devoutly 
■J  attended.     When  prayers  are  over,  the  Moors 
vifit  each  other,   meet  together  in  places  of 
public  worfliip,  and  pafs  the  day  in  recrea- 
tion;    At  dawn  of  morning  the  public  cryer 
.  afcends  the  terrace   of    the   mofque,    and 
chaiints  aloud  a  general  prayer ;  this  cere- 
mony is  repeated  at  noon  and  at  fun-fet. 
Among  thefe  people,   hofpitality  is  known 
:  only  by  name ;  the  traveller  muft  pay  for  his 
-  entertainment ;  but  the  perfonal  fafety  of  the 
■  igueft  is  inviolate.     A  recent  inftance  evinces 
*-  the  facrednefs  of  this  law.     A  chief  of  a  band 
'   of  robbers,   who  had  taken   refuge  in  the 
/mountains  of  Atlas,  having  received  informa- 
.   tion  from  his  fpies  of  the  day  on  which  the 
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Freophtnenchaiitfa  w^catofkavii' Jil9'4 
order  to  fctdc,  fay  dic.:Einpto)C?s  {Mtaanvij^lft 
Mogodor ,  was  detemiiodd  to  aif  adcaiid  piiijy , 
Ithem.  He  ordered  Jikmw  to. adMbce^idlfa^ 
cue  of  the  defies  of^tljusiibfvviiUJii  thmdg^ 
VKhich  the  caravan^that  efcorted  tbe«iiiHVS 
chandlze  was  to  ixifs.  This  }Mdj  Qf  uSihhn^ 
coofifled  of  four  hundred  men,  relbluti^aiMP 
well  armed.  The  qfcort  of  thoQ^nf^itk  wiiT 
far  from  being  £0  aumproust  but  4  ifi|o]|ty> 
chance  refcued  them  from  pillage,  aUd  p^flM^i|> 
from  ailaniuatioii ;  a  heavy  ihoweil6f>ii^^ 
obliged  them  to  halt  late  at  nighty  flttdiiw^llJ 
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order  to  pldhder  them ;  a  difafter  wbJth  he 
obCerved  they  could  not  hJivc  efcaped  with- 
out the  fpecial  protc^lion  of  the  prophet.  H^ 
added,  that  haWng  taken  refuge  under  his 
roof  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  that  his  reli- 
gion enjoined  him  to  give  them  protedion,' 
and  that  far  from  annoying  them,  his  mea 
fhquld  be  their  efcort  as  far  as  Mogodor. 
This  was  put  into  execution  without  his  men 
requiring  any  recompenfe  either  for  himfelf 
or  for  his  band. 

The  Moors  fcrupuloufly  obferve  and  prac- 
tice all  the  aufterities  of  their  lent.  It  con- 
(i/ls  in  abilinence  from  food,  from  drinking, 
and  from  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  from  the  rifing 
to  the  fetting  of  the  fun.  The  perfon  detec- 
ted in  the  violation  of  tliefe  precepts  is  rigor- 
oully  punifhed.  If  he  has  taken  food,  he  re- 
ceives the  baftinado  according  to  the  fentencc  * 
of  the  chief:  if  he  has  drank  water,  he  re- 
ceives twenty  or  thirty  blows  upon  the  head: 
a  punifiiment  I  myfelf  faw  inflidled  in  the 
camp  before  the  town  of  Rabate.  As  to  the 
ufe  of  tobacco,  an  article  which  can  be  more 
eafily  difpenfcd  with,  it  is  punifhed  with  ftill 
greater  feverity.  In  this  cafe  the  offender 
feldom  efcapes  death  ;    gunpo\^'dcr  is  fluffed 
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into  his  mouth,  and  Tet  on  fire.  The  fbldferjV 
even  on  the  march,  are  not  exempted  from 
the  auflerities  of  lent,  and  it  was  during  the 
time  that  I  accompanied  them,  that  I  had-  ala 
opportunity  of  obferving  the  penalties  in- 
fli£led  on  thofe  who  violate  thefe  religiotis 
precepts.  rd 

The  fick  are  indulged  with  difpenfations,  hbt 
as  foon  as  they  are  reftored  to  health,  are:  re- 
quired to  redeem  the  indulgence,  by  doiag 
what  they  (hould  have  done  before.  Duiiiftg 
this  holy  ieafon  the  priefls  are  occupied  al- 
moil  the  entire  day  and  part  of  the  night  in 
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becotne  celeflial  beauties  ;  annihitation  at*  . 
tends  the  reft.  According  to  their  principles, 
man  is  not  a  free  agent ;  every  thing  is  or- 
dained from  eternity ;  and  hence  it  is  that  a 
pcrfon  who  commits  a  crime  is  not  the  lefs 
eileemed  by  his  countrymen.  When  a  Moor 
falls  under  adverfity,  he  fupports  it  with  heroic 
firronefs;  he  is  never  heard  to  murmur  ;  but 
fubniits  entirely  to  the  divine  will ;  nor  does 
lie  make  the  leaft  effort  to  emerge  from  his 
\xiiftrefs. 

V  The  prefent  Emperor  had  an  intimate 
friend,  who  had  been  bred  up  with  him  from 
his  infancy.  When  the  prince  came  to  the 
throne  this  man  was  his  only  confidant.  His 
•enemies  (for  fuch  diftinguiftied  favour  never 
fails  to  excite  ill-will)  perfuaded  the  Emperor 
tarcmove  him  from  his  perfon,  by  giving  him 
a  government,  under  the  fpecious  pretext, 
that  the  favourite,  by  the  mildnefs  and  equity 
of  his  adminiftration,  would  foon  reftore  peace 
and  tranquility  to  the  country.  The  prince 
liftened  to  the  infidious  counfel,  and  men- 
tioned it  to  his  friend,  who  fully  fatisfied 
with^the  mediocrity  of  his  fortune,  and  happy 
in  the  friendihip  of  his  fovereign,  heard  the 

news 
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news- with  (brro^:  i'H^ii»ufts<kho«^tiffaiiiiiffepr! 
eaiinefs  to  the  Etn^erap^jwhotcndfRn^ 
M  reconcile  jfiim  «6^  tliis'&paiiGldoa^rtvlIuriBf^ 
him  that  the  firft  pbrfeiiiWftio;flioiiid:{h^ai^ 
to  accufe  him  ihonid  -be^putitflied  witkiiUalllw 
He  fnbmitted  then  to^his  4efthiatitm^teib<^in£[ 
without  regret ;  'and  dtquittcd  himielf  ati^ 
proachably  of  all  the  dtities  ofiihis  MO^Usfdi 
ment.  The  whole  province  a^bocbiliflibi.' 
mildnefs  of  his  adminiflrationyiaiidt  thdi^ighc^t 
bouring  ones,  envying  the  happindsr iofi  thafeo 
who  lived  under  his  fway,  folictttEd^^hyillmCq 
depaties,  to  be  governed  by  fuch  rulers.   ThisS 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  141 

he  languiihcd  unheard .  of  for  fifteen  years* 
The  Emperor  imagined  he  had  been  long 
dead,  when  the  fon  of  this  unhappy  maa 
having  dillinguiihed  hicnfelf  in  a  revoh,  in 
which  he  received  feveral  wounds  to  lave  the 
Emperor,  ventured  to  aflc,  as  the  only  reward, 
of  his  fervices,  permiffion  to  deUver  his  fa-, 
ther  from  prifon.  This  requeft  awaked  the 
afFedlion  of  the  Emperor,  who,  aftonilhedj 
to  find  that  his  friend  was  ftill  alive,  inftantljr* 
ordered  that  he  (hould  be  releafed  from  his 
painful  alxxle.;  placed  him  agam  near  his  per* 
fottj  and  rcftored  him  to  his  former  confix* 
dence  and  fricndlhip.  During  fo  long  a  fpaca 
of  time  the  old  man  was  never  once  heard 
to^ve  utterance  to  a  fingle  complaint.  He 
had  often  enjoined  his  fon,  whom  he  tenderly, 
loved,  to  beware  of  incurring  the  difpleafure 
of  the  prince  by  daring  to  fpeak  in  his  behalL 
He  affirmed  that  he  Ihould  one  day  be  re* 
leafed,  and  heard  the  news  of  his  deliverance 
with  as  little  emotion  as  he  had  done  that 
of  his  unjuft  condemnation. 

When  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  is  in- 
formed that  a  province  is  growing  rich,  in 
confequence  of  a  long  continuance  of  peace, 

he 
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hopes  of  plunder,  never  think  of  the  future^ 
and  are  infatuated  enough  not  to  perceive 
that  they  thcmrelves  will,  fooner  or  later,  be* 
come  vivtlims  to  the  blind  fubmifiion  which 
they  pay  to  the.  orders  of  the  Emperor. 

Commerce  cotnmdiids  his  attention,  on  ac-« 
count  of  the  great  fums  it  brings  to  the  trea^ 
fury.  He  permits  all  nations  to  eftablifli  he* 
tories  in  his  territories  ;  exafts  the  twelfth  of 
the.  cargo  for  hi^  cufioms  ;  and  frequently 
forces  the  merchants  to  pay  him  conliderahk 
fums  for  permiflion  to  carry  on  their  traffic 
without  moleftation.     Aflairs  of  .commerce 
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fburce  of  wealth.  He  facilitates  their  com* 
mcrce,  and  even  furniihea  them  with  a  capi- 
tal, but  he. knows  how  to  recover  it  with 
ufury.  The  Jew  is  the  flave  of  the  nation ) 
and  heuce  it  is,  that  if  a  Moor  or  a  Chriftiaa 
kill  a  Jew,  he  is'  condenaned  to  pay  a  penalty 
of  one  hundred  dollars ;  but  if  a  Moor  fhould 
kill  a  Chriftian,  moniey  tfannot  fave  his  life^ 
for  the  Etaipieror  would  fear  to  lofe  the  com- 
merce of  the  Europeans^  if  the  murder  re- 
mained unpuiiilhedi  The  Chri{):ian  on  the 
other  hand  may  commit  this  crime  with  im- 
punity; for  the  Emperet  Would  nievcr  be 
made  to  believe,  that  in  his  dominions,  i 
Ghriftian  would  dare^  except  in  felf-defenccj 
to  kill  $  Moon 

Though  every  citizen^  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  is  obliged  to  ferve  the  Emperor,  he 
notwithftanding  always  keeps  on  foot^  a  body 
of  regular  troops,  cdmpoled  tif  MoorSi  His 
father  left  him  an  army  of  well  difciplined 
negroes^  under  the  command  of  a  black-  Pa- 
cha ;  but  the  prefent  Emperor  having  con- 
trived, to  gain  the  refpedl  of  the  people  by 
whom  his  father  was  detefted,  has  changed 
all  the  eftablifhments  of  the  preceding  reign^ 

L  He 


f46 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


He  rid  himfelf  almoft  entirely  of  this  negro 
army,  by  expoiing  it  in  the  defiles  of  Mount 
Atlas  againft  the  Monfelemines.  He  ftood 
much  in  fear  of  thefe  foreign  foldiers,  who 
formed  a  body  of  forty  thoufaod  men  ;  for  he 
had  often  been  a  witnefs  to  their  fpirit  of  mu- 
tiny. His  beft  difciplined  troops,  and  thole 
on  whom  he  moft  depends  on  all  critical  oc- 
caiions,  are  a  band  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
French  renegadoes,  commanded  by  an  Alcaidd 
of  the  fame  nation.  This  chief,  in"  the  year 
1784,  was  the  fonof  a  hat-maker  at  Paris,  of 
the  name  of  BoifTeMn.     The  baud  is  compofcKl^ 
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diftributed  in  the  different  parts  of  the  em* 
frfre,  ind  are  fubje<a  to  the  order8  of  the  go* 
vernors  of  provinces^ 

-The  rcafoii  that  the  Emperor's  orders  are 
n®t  put.  in  force  at  a  diftance  from  the  feat  of 
empire/ isi  becaufe  he  promifes  and  never 
pays  ;  he  kpdws  how  to  make  himfelf  tnafter* 
of  money,  but  is  unacquainted  with  the  art 
of  beftoiving  it.  Whai  he  wants  to  purchafe 
flaws,  the  Jews  are  charged  with  this  com-* 
miifion.  The  Jews  temporize,  in  concert 
with  the  goverjMrs,  foraetimes  under  one  pi'e- 
tex!t,  ;fometimes  under  another,  till  the  Em-^ 
pernr,  tired  :with  their  delay,  feuds  other  Jews 
en  the  lame  errand^  who  with  the  certainty 
of  Aev^  being  paid,  are  as  little  ibticitoue  a$ 
the  fit  ft  to  fulfil  their  commiifion. 

*The  indepetidcnt  Arabs,  who  know  his 
charadtef,  will  not  deliver  up  their  captives 
OQ.  his  bare  prt>mife ;  and  for  this  reafv^n  it  is 
that  the  Chriftians  have  no  hope  of  deliver- 
ance from  their  .captivity^  except  through  the 
me&ns  of  the  merchants  who  are. fpread  over 
the  empirci  Thefe  merchants  would  haften 
their  rcibf ;  but  they  are  obliged  to  have  re-^ 
courfe  to  ftratagems^  in  order  to.  get  the  Em-^ 
'^-^: .  ■     .  ;.  L  a  peror's 
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peror*s  permifCon  to  redMxn  'the  -  dtpCilriilK 
Scarcely  have  the  natives  tif  Biltdtt^rid  tfate 
word  of  the  merchants  wUefttbeif<  give  «J» 
their  flaves.  Th«y  ^Pt  unddr^no  atiprektflifloft 
of  being  defraiided  cf  the  faoribixl'agreifejl^oh-, 
for  there  has  never  occtfr/ed  ihinftaiiee^ 
the  head  of  a  conimercial  hdiife  hiivitig£itod 
in  performing  his  engagemetits^  ^  Thfef  Modi% 
accordingly  fay,  that  Cbi^ftia» 'ikla^^^to^ 
pended  on,  a^  their  religi(m^  Whklh ^'llNy 
fcrupuloufly  obfervc,  forbids  'them'to'lfe. 
This  received  "opinion  gives  great  fadMtjH^' 
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their  opinions  among  the  country  people. 
They  have  ever  recourfe  to  the  fpeciou3  plea 
of  religion,  and  however  abfurd  their  argu- 
ments, never  fail  of  finding  fanatical  partizans, 
efpecially  if  the  import  or  has  dexterity  enough 
by  fome  artful  trick  to  furprize  the  mind, 
ayd  gain  tjhe  attention  of  thefe  ignorant  pco* 
pie.  He  takes  care  above  all  to  boaft  a  divine 
intercourfc  with  the  prophet,  and  hisdoftrine 
never  fails  to  allow  of  all  kind  of  pillage  ;  a  pow- 
erful incitement  to  a  nation  naturally  addiflcd 
to  rapine.  His  feflaries  run  to  arms  and  fall 
upon  the  poffeflions  of  the  Eqiperor.  The 
latter  immediately  fetsan  army  on  foot,  being 
unwilling  to  depend  upon  ihe  zeal  of  the 
"the  provinces,  who  have  nothing  to  gain,  but 
every  thing  to  lofe,  and  who  might  very  pro- 
bably be  drawn  into  the  fedition,  through 
the  defire  of  novelty,  and  the  hope  of  meet- 
ing with  better  treatment.  The  Emperor's 
troops,  well  dlfciplined,  and  under  the  con- 
duft  of  nblc  leaders,  bred  up  in  arms,  Toon 
difperfe  the  rebels,  who  not  darjng  to  appear 
in  their  provinces  after  their  defeat,  where 
they  would  be  treated  as  iacriligionsperfons, 
take  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Atlas,  from 
whence  it  is  not  polFiblc  to  diflodge  them.  Here 
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they  form  themfelVie»''inttf4>iiti^^^ii(lbbM|r 
and  attack  e^ijl^^ori^swhdifiilk  4a  tliili^r'Wcgr^ 
They  frequently  make  iiKxiHioti$i*ulxb  tlli 
plains,  and  as  they  are  drefi^'andi^MtolB'likv 
the  natives,  there'  is  no  g^uardifig -'Vgiii^ 
them.  They  >get  ^nfilninatkHi  «f  ti»'ipmir 
ture  ofthe  caravins,  Whkdv'tli6y)}iOtilicki:Mb 
generally  founder.  Thojfe  bf^  tlltfEeifttMMr^ 
tr  nfporting  thie-  royal  reytntLo  ii^6a>g}inia» 
thj  cuiloms  of  thedtfierent  iea^^oi<li,<'/irkM6 
more  re-rpeded  than  the  othersi-  ^Bcttg^iit 
flcorts  are  in  general  fo  ftrdng,that  i^Uktom 
f3\'<ns  are  rirely  pillaged. 
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voice,  that  if  the  man  before  him  were  really 
a  meiTenger  of  the  prophet,  he  would  be  the 
firft  to  kifs  the  duft  of  his  feet ;  but  that  it 
was  at  leaft  neceffary  to  know  the  will  of  the 
great  prophet >  and  that  for  that  purpofe  he 
was  going  to  the  mofque.  The  rebel  chief 
obferving  that  the  people  applauded  thefe  fen-. 
timents,  and  finding  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  party,  while  the  Emperor  was  aban- 
doned by  his  fubjeds,  conceived  he  had  no- 
thing to  fear.  Taking  an  efcort  of  chofen 
men,  he  repaired  thither  likewife.  They 
remained  there  about  half  an  hour,  and  on 
their  return  to  the  people,  the  Emperor  alked 
the  impoftor  what  it  was  that  the  prophet 
had  inlpired  him  viith.  *'To  dethrone  thee,** 
replied  he,  *'  and  to  ufe  violence  if  thou  do 
not  fubmit  with  refignation.'*  —  '*  Well, 
then,**  faid  the  Emperor,  '*  the  prophet  has 
revealed  tome,  that  I  fliould  ackno;vlcdge  for 
my  fucceflbr  the  perfon  who  lying  proflrato 
on  the  ground,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  peo- 
ple, Ihould  continue  hi  that  pofturc  with  a 
Aone  weighing  five  thoufand  pounds  fufpcnd- 
ed  over  his  head,  and  ready  to  criilh  him. 
Lay  thyfelf  down  then  if  thou  art  truly  fent 
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the  foot.  ^'WhM^=?h?y'-iBTW»^1iiWtty^«tfltel^ 
ground  the^hblc-ki1&ttibW,'hat^  MM^eM' 
takes  place.  lUe  ehbiAipfnent  W  cVr^kir^fltok' 
general's  tent^'afadttHak  deftihcil  /brM(ldi^l0«fttt> 
cerdtnonies/irie  placed- In  thi»  A^aSMl(»<^>Te*'<^ 
wards  night  '(^htiiA<rts^ft^'>pIat&Mi  bdR>l0  #H|ii 
tents;  the  troops' 1*16  on  ih^  bUrcf'^^MittH 
every  quarter  of  rfn  hour'thdf '^ifi^igitefi 
round  their  camp  tb'  prcrre  thM-'^i^uieil'; 
and  during  the  whblfe  night  a  MbftUwiMiBlJ 
noife  is  heard.  It  is  a  difficcdt  matter  Ci>  ftKnii 
prize  their  tamp,  for -the  troops  deep' m-  tluHf») 
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The  iiaval  forces  of  the  empire  of  Maroc<::o/ 
are  very  inconfiderable.  Their  cprfairs^  jhow^^ 
ever,  are  by  no  means  to  be  defpifed^    Thcjs 
always  endeavour  to  board  the  veffck  they 
attack,  and  as  their  crews  are  numerous^ hav^.. 
ofteA  theadvaatage.     They  Scarcely  ever  lofe, 
iight  of  the  laiKi ;  and  if  they  find  themfelvj^,; 
purfued  by  a   fuperior  force,  they  foon  take 
ihei(er  under  the  cannon  of  fome  fort* 

The.jfeowns  of  Barbary  are  very  ill  built ;. 
the  ilreets  are  narrow  and  wkhoirt  pavement ; 
there  confequently  are  no  carriages  to  be 
feen.  The  houfes  have  no  windows  towards 
the.  ftrects ;  the  roofs  are  terraced.  Several 
ancient  monuments  of  this  country  have  faUcn 
into  ruin.  At  the  entrance  into  Morocco  is 
feen  a  magnificent  bridge  of  a  furprifing 
length.  The  town  of  Rabate  is  well  forti- 
fied, and  in  fome  parts  paved^  That  of  Mo^ 
godor,  however,  is  much  more  elegant,  for  the 
French  merchants  have  built  there  fcveral 
magnificent  houfes  of  hewn  ftone  ;  they  have 
alfo  in  common  a  large  garden,  given  them  by 
the  Emperor,  which  is  kept  in  excellent 
order* 

The  territory  is  fertile,  and  produces  abun* 

dantly 
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VOYAGE  TO  GALEM,  AND  RETURN  TO 
FRANCE. 

RESTORED  again,  to  my  family,  I 
thought  to  have  enjoyed  fome  conlbla- 
tion,  but  I  was  cruelly  difappointed.  I  difco- 
vered,  with  great  pain,  that  my  relations  gave 
no  credit  to  the  ftory  of  my  fuiFerings.  Some  of 
them  told  me,  that  as  I  had  brought  them 
upon  myfelf,  tl^y  were  nothing  more  than 
what  I  deferved.  Others,  quite  unmoved  at 
my  (ituation,  had  not  even  condefcended  to 
anfwer  the  obliging  letters  they  had  received 
from  feveral  merchants  at  Bordeaux,  who  not 
being  of  the  fame  opinion  with  my  family, 
had  warmly  interefted  themfelves  in  my  be- 
half. Thefe  merchants  had  had  the  soodnefs 
to  write  to  Cadix,  Mogodor,  Sallce,  and 
other  places,  to  urge  every  polfible  means  of 
extricating  me  from  my  miferable  condition  ; 
engaging  themfelves,  without  any  limitation, 

to 
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to  defray  every  expence  attending  it.   I  think 
it  incumbent  OQ4«e  ty  iafat  %k^  MjWim 
effea  which  I  nccMbfiop^^i^ 
Ctekx  de  Barbarie^  and.^hic^^  wa« 
m^^  Mr.  Mocquart  of  Bordeaux,     il^ 
to  my  hands  by  .tfae«KieaiiS'Of  a  Jew.^-  >  -^^if^ 


.*fv^. 


Mr.  Sauoitier^   ^         i  -      :•     J  ^>j 
^^  I  only  heard  yefterday  ofthcniinfayi 
that  have  be&Uea  you.  I  had  thfljtit 
by  a  letter  Mr.  LandfpezCt  juoiori : 
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that  they  will  not  be  of  long  duration.  Do 
not  thcngivcyourfelf  uptoforrow,  leameftly 
intreat  you.  It  would  be  fo  much  the  more 
unworthy  of  you,  as  yota  (hould  know  how 
to  furmount  the  adverfities  of  fortune,  to 
which  you  have  been  fo  long  inured. 

"  Your  friends^  Meffrs.  Floquet,  fct  fail  the 
29th of  December  ;  they  met  with  bad  weather, 
and  were  obliged  to  put  into  Breft  the  7th  of 
January  ;  their  letter  of  the  loth  informs  me 
they  were  to  fail  again  the  i  rth* 

**  This  is  all  the  account  I  have  6f  them  to 
theprefent  time.  I  imagine  they  are  arrived 
by  this  time.  I  am  now  fhipping  therii  a 
fiMli  confignmcnt,  part  of  which  is  a  ftill. 
I  thought  your  arrival  would  have  preceded 
theirs.  But  after  all,  I  hope  it  is  only  delay- 
ed. Apropos,  I  have  written  to  M*  Mure, 
if  by  chance  it  flioilldbe  in  his  power  j  to  fend 
vow  either  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Louis  at  Sene- 
gali  or  to  Goree,  if  agreJeable  to  you  ;  and  in 
ca(e  of  your  declining  itj  I  have  defircd  hirri 
to  forward  your  return  to  France  with  alt 
poflible  expedition  ;  addihg,  that  which  ever 
'propolal  you  chuf*^  to  acccrpt,  he  may  ftill  look 
to  me  for  reimburfement, 

M  ««  I  wrc;e, 
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•*  I  wrote,  befides,  by  the  fame  convey- 
ance to  David  Benatar,  a  Jew,  fettled  at  Mo- 
godor,  (the  pcrfon  to  whom  Lanefpeze  ad- 
dreflcd  his  letter  to  M.  Mure,)  to  engage 
him  to  ufe  every  means  in  his  power  to  find 
you  out,  and  to  give  the  earlieft  intelligence 
of  the  fame  to  M.  Mure.  After  having  taken 
the  foregoing  fteps  in  order  to  terminate  your 
misfortunes,  the  end  of  which  I  (hall  fee 
with  extreme  fatisfafliion,  I  am,  with  the  fin- 
cerclT:  attachment,  Sir, 

''  Yours,  &c. 

"  M.  MocciyART." 
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jng  fituation,  with  fo  ftfaalt  a  ftock,  and  with 
only  the  coat  I  had  on  my  back^  I  determined 
upon  returning  to  t^aris,  and  engaging  rfiyfclF 
in  my  original  line  of  bufihefs,  however  pain- 
ful the  talk.  I  did  not  repine  at  mf  fate,  for 
by  comparing  the  (ituation  I  had  lately  expe- 
rienced, with  that  in  which  I  now  found  my- 
felf,  I  confidefed  the  latter  as  a  ftate  of  hap- 
pinefs,  although  my  health  had  been  greatly 
impaired  by  the  hardfhips  of  flavery.  My 
example  ought  to  ferve  as  a  leffon  to  thofc 
young  people,  who  even  if  they  are  of  an  af- 
fluent family,  ought  never  to  depend  too  much 
upon  the  fupport  of  their  relations*  Selfifli- 
nefs  prevails  in  France,  and  the  ties  of  blood 
are  a  mere  illufion.  We  are  in  the  wrong 
not  to  allow  that  the  fault  of  an  individual  re- 
fle6ls  diihonour  upon  his  family,  and  that  they 
ought  to  partake  of  the  (hame ;  for  frequently 
they  are  the  only  caufe  of  his  delinquency, 
by  the  barbarity  with  which  they  treat  the 
unhappy  perfon,  whom  defpair  alone  has  led 
on  to  crimes.  Whenever  fuch  calamity  hap- 
pens, the  fault  is  almoft  always  on  the  fide  of 
the  family.  With  lefs  avslrice,  and  more 
gentlenefs  and  good-nature,  they  would  fooa 

M  2  reclaim 


i64  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

reclaim  the  errors  of  an  exafperated  mind, 
which,  urged  on  by  want  ai^d  difpair,  is  prone 
to  coiifider  every  thing  allowable  for  the  pre- 
feryation  of  life. 

Having  taken  this  refolution,  I  remained 
in  quiet  at  my  mother's  houfe  till  I  recovered 
my  health*      In  the   mean    while  I    wrote 
to  feveral  (hop-keepers  in  the  capital,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  a  place.     But  I  was  not  yeb 
come  to  the  end  of  my  misfortunes  ;  my  wan- 
derings  were  not   terminated.     Keaven  had 
decided  othcrwife.     I  had   fufFercd  much  in 
the  hope  of  going  to  Senegal,  and  it  was  writ- 
ten in  the  book  of  fate  that  I  fhould  go  there. 
I  received  at  this  time  a  letter  from  the  elder 
of  my  two  companions  in   misfortune.     He 
had  lately  returned  to  Paris,  where  he  learnt 
my  arrival  in  France,  through  the  merchants 
of  Bordeaux,  whom  I  had  thanked  for  the  fuc- 
cour  they ^ had  afforded  me  in  my  captivity, 
and  for  the  obliging  letters  which  they  had 
written  to  my  relations,  and  which  thofe  re- 
lations had  never  deigned  to  anfwer. 

My  (hipwrcck,  and  thelofs  of  our  common 
venture  had  thrown  the  grcateft  obftucles  in 
the  way  of  his  fuccefs,  as  w  ell  as  mine.     He 
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embarked  in  the  Bayonnaife,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  and  two  months  after  his  depar- 
ture from  Bordeaux  arrived  at  Senegal, 
where  he  expefted  to  find  me.  My  abfencej 
the  uncertainty  of  my  being  alive,  and  the 
probable  lofs  of  our  common  efFefts,  had  prov- 
ed a  ftroke  of  thunder  to  him.  Some  time, 
however,  after  his  arrival  at  the  colony,  he 
had  learnt,  or  rather  had  conceived  fome  fu- 
Ipicion  of  my  fliipwreck  from  the  report  of 
fome  wandering  Moors,  who  had  fpread  about 
the  rumour  of  a  fliip  being  loft  on  their  coafts. 
This  news  determining  him,  after  a  rcfidcnce 
of  three  months  at  the  colony,  to  return  to 
France,  he  took  (hipping  for  Cape  Francois, 
from  whence  he  afterwards  failed  for  Bor- 
deaux. 

He  exhorted  me  in  his  letter  not  to  lofc 
courage.  He  drew  an  argument  from  my 
part  misfortunes  to  infer  that  our  next  voyage 
would  be  more  profperous ;  and  he  gave  a  Mtry 
flattering  account  of  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived from  traffic  at  Senegal.  He  likcwife 
communicated  to  me  the  motive  of  his  com- 
ing to  Paris,  and  encouraged  metopurfuc  my 
former  projefts.     l*he  recent  example  of  the 

M  3  (hip 
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reclaim  the  errors  of  an  exafperated  muidj 
which,  urged  on  by  want  ai^d  dilpair,  is  proi 
to  couiider  every  thing  allowable  for  the  prc-i 
fcryatioii  of  life.  .-  ;»  .  i  .  ^  rv':  .li  oiirfW 
Having  taken  Uu$  rcfolutioii^  iJ^-^m^inf^f 
in  quiet  at  py  ibother^s  houic  till  If4ie9PKO|94i 
my  healthr  In  ,  the  ra^n .  > w^le^  Irifftglfg^ 
to  feveral  fhop-keep^rs  in  the  ca{»ta||.  3vi^dH 
view  of  obtaining  a  place.  .  But  I  .wa^^i^M}  IffiM 
come  to  the  end  of  my  misfortunes ;  iqy  ^fRMt 
derings  were  not  terminated*  :l||fii|jVOIlL:J^^ 
decided  otherwife*  I  had  fuffered  .mu(;lj^^] 
the  hope  of  going  to  Senegal,  and  it  was  w  nr- 
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embarked  in  the  Bayonnaife,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  and  two  months  after  his  depar- 
ture from  Bordeaux  arrived  at  Senegal, 
where  he  expefted  to  find  me.  My  abfence; 
the  uncertainty  of  my  being  alive,  and  the 
probable  lofs  of  our  common  cffefts,  had  prov- 
ed a  ftroke  of  thunder  to  him.  Some  time, 
however,  after  his  arrival  at  the  colony,  he 
had  learnt,  or  rather  had  conceived  fome  fu- 
fpicion  of  my  fliipwreck  from  the  report  of 
fbme  wandering  Moors,  who  had  fpread  about 
the  rumour  of  a  fliip  being  loft  on  their  coafts. 
This  news  determining  him,  after  a  refidcnce 
of  three  months  at  the  colony,  to  return  to 
France,  he  took  {hipping  for  Cape  Fran9ois, 
from  whence  he  afterwards  failed  for  Bor- 
deaux. 

He  exhorted  me  in  his  letter  not  to  lofe 
coumge.  He  drew  an  argument  from  my 
paft  misfortunes  to  infer  that  our  next  voyage 
would  be  more  profperous ;  and  he  gave  a  vtry 
flattering  account  of  the  advantage  to  be  de* 
rived  from  traffic  at  Senegal.  He  likcwife 
communicated  to  me  the  motive  of  his  com- 
ing to  Paris,  and  encouraged  me  topurfuc  my 
former  projedls.     T\\t  recent  example  of  the 
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(hip  Antonia,  Captaiii  Vegneux,  belonging  tO 
Mcff.  Lavayffe,  Puchelbergand  Co.  of  rOrieot, 
which,  with  a  cargo  of  42,000  livres  value,  had 
produced  more  than  509,000,  afforde4a  proof  of 
the  high  probability  of  making  a  fpeedy  ajid 
confiderable  fortune  in  that  country.  1  dbb^r 
mined  then  once  more  to  try  mine.  I  had  rcr 
iceived  but  300  livres  from  my  uncle ;  4  fum 
far  from  being  fufficient  to  clothe,  noaintain 
me,  and  defray  the  expences  of  a  new  voyage ; 
and  I  was  under  the  neceflity  of  making  anor 
ther  effort  to  obtain  fupplies  from  my  family, 
and  at  length,  after  much  trouble  and  huixu* 
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promidfes,  we  fet  off  for  Bordeaux,  a  place  of 
great  refource  to  thofe  who  are  not  deterred 
by  the  dangers  of  the  fea,  and  who  are  wil- 
ling to  apply  to  bufinefs.  We  hoped  to  meet 
with  fliips  taking  in  freight,  and  fortunately 
were  not  deceived  in  our  expectations. 

Two  weeks  after  our  arrival  in  that  city, 
I  embarked  with  a  venture  on  board  the  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  commanded  by  Captain  Marc, 
of  Havre,  and  belonging  to  M.  Lamalathie, 
merchant  of  Bordeaux.  This  vefiel  \Vas  to 
trade  along  the  coafl,  and  thence  to  fet  fail 
for  India,  after  having  delivered  proviiionsfor 
the  garrifon  of  Senegal.  M.  Lamalathie  al** 
lowed  me  a  commiffion  upon  fuch  negroes  as 
I  ihould  purchafe  in  concert  with  the  cap* 
tain. 

In  the  fituation  I  was  then  in,  I  was 
obliged  to  accept  any  conditions,  although  I 
was  well  aware  that  in  purchaling  jointly 
with  the  captain,  I  (hould  gain  next  to  no- 
thing, for  it  being  the  intereft  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen to  carry  on  the  trade  alone,  they  ard 
unwilling  to  fhare  the  commiliion  with  any 
one.  I  think  it  cffentially  ncceifary  for  the 
good  managemetil  of  an  expeditign,  that  either 
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the  entire  bufii^efs   fiiouW  be  left  to  tt 

tain,  or.  tbati'iii$>  fowrftf  ^tumM  Ug /Bpftfifleltt 
to  the  Qoece  qayigajtion.«^dle  lhip.r 
fity-^of  opinions  M.-ev«r  'piieju«iiieUli::}<9Ad  i 
]c^i  to  the  propf^  'of  iti«e  >0<her9<fUidh<UHi] 
difleufion  proves  alwjfLX6dei;riHiaittl*tQ)l&e,tlle) 
tereil.of>the  owners,:.!  Asali  w;i9t>v4W0liflMy 
bent  upontgoing  toH^ega)^  -l>  6lf>(bdii|illii 
therofFers.  of  M.  Lamalatbie^  /aodeireomdldh 
rayfelf  tothe  reft.'       .  '    » •  ^  (.vqoi  aril  ol 

1M7  partner  .'remained  atBordeaUil^loijfilkitaiftii 
the  brig  to  Furet»  Captain  Gaboiy.,  oCiftboisA 
70.  *tt}us  burden*  and  on  board  of  wdMdtlfind 


Ci&AST  OF  AFRICA.  169 

ftory  of  fhy  miisfortunes,  and  the  experience 
of  the  captain,  made  him  refolvc  of  keeping 
well  out  to  fea.  The  next  day,  however,  we 
made  Cape  Blanco,  and  perceived  two  wrecks, 
the  one  appearing  to  be  a  veffel  of  ateut  150 
tons,  and  the  other  a  frigate. 

We  arrived  without  much  difficulty  with* 
in  fight  of  Senegal  the  1 3th  of  June,  1 785,  and 
the  fame  day  we  cfofled  the  bar,  according 
to  the  report  of  feameii,  the  moft  dangerous 
in  the  world.  The  bar  is  the  efFeft  of  fevcral 
fucceflive  furfs  that  conftantly  purfue  and. 
break  upon  each  other  with  great  force.  This 
furf  is  occafioned  by  the  current  of  the  river, 
that  is  thrown  back  upon  itfelf  by  the  fea  int# 
which  it  flows.  The  fand  carried  down  hy 
the  ftream,  and  rfft  back  by  the  fea,  forms  a 
flat  which  renders  this  paflage  inacceflible  to 
vcflels  of  great  burthen.  There  was  only 
thirteen  feet  water  when  I  pafTed  it.  I  ven« 
tured  over  it  in  the  pilot's  boat.  I  did  not 
know  the  danger ;  but  when  the  violence  of 
the  furf  bore  us  aloft,  I  began  to  tremble  for 
my  life.  In  the  month  of  September  of  the 
fame  year,  though  the  bar  had  but  fdvcn  feet 
water,  it  \vas  more  eafy  to  be  pafled  ki  boats* 
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whkh  perv'ades  every  thing,  and  confijmei 
ewn  iron  in  a  very  {hort  fpacc  of  tiftic*'  Thir 
heats  are  excefltve,  and  rendered  ftill  more  in- 
fypportable  by  the  reflexion  of  the  land, To  that 
from  ten  in  the  morning  until  four  in  the  after- 
noon it  is  almoft  impoffiblc  to  do  any  work. 
Dx»ring  the  months  of  Jantiary,  February^ 
March,  and  April,  the  heats  are  moderated  ; 
but  in  Auguft,  and  in  the  following  ones,  t^ry 
become  fo  opprcflive  as  to  affeft  even^  the  na- 
*tives  themfelves.  What  efFeft  theii  miift 
they  have  upon  the  European^,  fiiddenly 
tranfported  unto  this  born  in  g  climate  ?     The 
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their  gauze  curtains.  For  my  own  part,  ac- 
cuftomcd  as  I  had  been  to  live  among  the 
Moors,  I  was  but  little  annoyed  by  thel'e  in- 
fe<3:s.  Being  half  a  favage,  I  felt  no  deiire 
to  recommend  myfelf  to  the  favourable  re- 
gard of  the  fair-fex,  and  I  was  therefore 
under  no  neceflity  of  taking  care  of  my 
perfon.  In  imitation  of  my  former  maftcrs, 
I  fmeared  myfelf  with  butter,  and  this  ex- 
pedient prefer ved  me  at  all  times  from  thefe 
impertinent  {lingers,  thefe  fpitelefs  enemies 
to  the  repofe  of  the  human  kind. 

If  the  profpeft  of  Senegal  is  not  agreeable 
to  the  eye,  much  lefs  are  its  environs,  which 
arq  covered  over  only  with  fand,  and  over-rua 
with  mangles.  It  may  be  faid,  without  ex- 
aggeration, that  there  is  not  a  more  forlorn 
fituation  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  in- 
habited globe,  or  a  place  in  which  the  com- 
mon ncceflarics  of  life  are  procured  with 
greater  difficulties.  Water,  that  indifpcnlible 
aliment'of  man,  is  here  not  potable.  Wells 
are  dug  in  the  fand  to  the  depth  of  five  or 
fix  feet,  and, water  is  obtained  by  this  means  ; 
but  whatever  p«iins  are  taken  to  frelhcn  it,  it 
ever  retains  a  brackilh  taftc    I  have  dillillcd 

this 
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this  water  myfe!f,  and  obfcrv^  tnat"traw5yi 
kept  a  difagreeable  favour,  which  cannot 
to  be  hurtful  to  the  health  j  it  iS  true  that 
when  the  river  is  high,  its  ftreattis  are  frcfli, 
but  the  water  is  only  the  mdtd  dangerous,  t- 
It  proves  the  caufe  of  moft  of  thofe  maladies 
which  carry  -off  the  Europcahs  fo  rapidly, 
that  at  the  end  of  tvery  three  years  the 
colony  has  a  frefli  fct  of  inha^itantB.  "'^^ 
blacks  themfelves,   although  acamom?Srta  ' 
the  climate,  are  not  in  this  feafon  fVce  frijpi  4 


difeaie. 
•"■     There 
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of  an  ill  tafte.  It  muft  be  dreflcd  the  day  it 
is  caught ;  for  the  next  morning  it  is  good 
for  nothing.  The  oxen  furnifti  the  beft 
meat :  but  they  are  not  half  fo  tall  or  fo  big 
as  thofe  of  France,  even  of  Brittany.  MefTrs. 
Adanfon  and  Dumanet  have  taken  a  pleafurc 
in  embelUfhing  the  narratives  they  have 
written  relative  to  thefe countries,  where  they 
have  found  fomething  marvellous  at  every 
ftep.  As  for  me,  who  have  gone  over  the 
greater  part  of  thefe  diftrifts,  I  have  foui# 
the  country  only  more  or  lefs  deteftablc. 
No  man  can  fpeak  in  its  favour,  except  to 
anfvver  fome  particular  purpofe.  The  Se- 
negal company  derive  great  benefit  from  their 
commerce,  and  confequently  have  an  intereft 
in  reprefenting  the  country  as  a  terrcftrial 
paradife  ;  for  if  it  were  known  to  be  fuch  as 
it  is  in  faft,  they  would  find  nobody  to  go 
there,  the  chance  being  five  to  one  that  the 
adventurer  will  never  return,  (i^ependent 
of  the  hazards  of  the  voyage)  aud  thatin  the 
Ipace  of  three  years.  It  muft,  however^  be 
confefled  that  this  charming  country  has  one 
advantage,  which  is,  that  if  a  man  become  * 
tired  of  life  he  may  eafily  terminate  his  ex- 
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iftence  without  committing  the  crime 
fuicide.  He  ziged  only  remain  tit  .Srnr^li  i^^ 
little  while,  or  if  iie  would  wtik  :W^wakfixk 
ihorter  ftill,  let  him  undnilafcie  :a  -ycfyiy  j<» 
Galaoi.  Thofe  oa.thje«QiilTaf3r  wlw-MPk'^' 
prolong  their  life  a  little  mattkt  ftfJMJit 
with  negro  food^-aod  heaveasi  ..)wtet4boiii 
The  females  pooad  millet  la 
tars  upon  the  faod,  but  it  is  ib  iil^ 
that  it  grates  Vbetweea  the  teeth*.  :WtSUfm( 
%:  riding  out  is  ha  ^mufcmznthqgp^'iJ^Bkkm 
ever  atteiided  with  danger,  and  as  themtm 
no  fituation^  tolerably  agreeable  nearer.. 
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danger  even  in  time  of  peace,  more  efpecially 
as  one  or  other  of  thefe  gangs  are  al^Vays 
fcouring  the  country.  Thefe  robbers  never 
attack  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  on  their 
own  ground,  but  whenever  they  find  thenl 
upon  the  territories  of  their  enemies,  they 
fail  not  to  lay  hold  of  the  occafion,  to  the 
ruin  of  thofe  whom  curiofity  leads  abroad. 
In  fine,  in  order  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  this 
wretched  colony,  let  it  fuffice  toobferve,  with- 
out exaggeration,  that  it  is  the  moft  deteftable* 
fpot  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and  that  no- 
thing but  utter  ignorance,  or  a  total  want  of 
any  other  means  of  fubfiftcnce,  can  indue* 
a  man  to  fettle  there. 

While  waiting  the  arrival  df  the  Furet, 
which  had  been  fitted  out  by  my  friend^,  I 
had  time  to  ftudy  the  character  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Senegal,  and  their  manner  of 
trading,  this  was  the  only  matter  to  which 
I  turned  my  attention.  I  was  convinced  that 
I  ftiould  never  fuccced  without  underftand- 
ing  thoroughly  the  people  with  whom  I  had 
to  deal ;  and  I  was  affiftcd  in  this  ftudy  by  • 
the  younger  Floquet,  Who  bad  been  left  by 
his   brother  at  the  colony,  and  who,   with  ' 
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the  affiftancc  of  the  Count  de  Repeat  igii/^i 
had   made   upon  the  wlK>le  a  pro6£aIkL&, 
culation.  .      • 

At  that  time  ihcrc  were  cmlJdl^iee^ 
ropcxiu  houfcs  at  Senegal  that  carried  an  tim^ 
greater  part  of  the  commerce  of  that^flioe; 
thefewere,  firft,the  compaayVhoiiie^*^»dudit 
befides   the  ^xclufive  privilege  of  the 
trade,  dealt  alio  in  ilaves»  .  This  hoofe. 
certainly  the  moft  con(iderable,'-faiit: 
the  worA  regulated;  the  perfbns  wb^  IiIhI 
been  fent  by  the  company  having  no  koovr^ 
ledge   whatever  of  this  commerce.  .Jt.wsi 
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ing  from  Senegal;   the  laft,  however,  coft 
him  his  life^ 

The  third  hoiife  was  conducted  by  M.  Paul 
Benis^  who  traded  folely  on  his  own  bottom; 
He  had  bceii  fdrmerly  coQpet  to  the  company 
at  Gorcc4  and  when  that  iilahd  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  EngliOi,  took  refuge  in  Senegal. 
He  was  the  man  the  befl:  acquainted  with  the 
colony.  He  fpoke  the  negro  language  as 
well  as  the  negroes  themfelvcs,  lived  in  their 
manner,  and  always  found  means  to  lay  hold 
of  the  bcft  bargains.  Thisman^  who  could 
neither  write  tior  read,  had,  by  a  long  refi- 
dence  in  the  country,  obtained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  trade;  but  tholigh  he  could 
rival  the  company^  he  found  himfelf  unable 
to  ftand  the  competition  of  M.  Vigneux ; 
who,  ignorant  as  he  was  of  the  country,  had 
neverthelefs  a  great  advantage  in  the  better 
afTortment  of  his  articles,  and  the  friendly  ad- 
vice of  the  natives,  who  deleft  whatever  bears  • 
the  name  of  company. 

The  principle  perfcns  among  them,  as  well 

,  negroes  as  mulattos,  engaged  in  commerce  on 

their  own  account  j  were  Ty^evenot^  ^tmn  j  who 

in   the  early  part  of  his  life  had  fpent  a  great 
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deal  of  money  at  Paris,  andhadaffiimed. 
title  of  an  African  prince ;  Samt-Jean^h^  bfio 
ther-in-lavv,  who  was  foQ  of  an  EngUihn^ii, 
formerly  a  governor  of  Senegal,  and  who  hti 
been  atXondon  ;  Lejug^  of  the  hmt  hmUff 
who  had  travelled  into  India  and  through  all 
Europe;  Duhis^  a  negro,  the  raoft  artful  of 
the  fet,  and  who  undertook  nothing  for  the 
company,  but  on  condition  of  having  a  confi- 
derable  fiiare  for  himfelf ;  and  feveral  otbei^, 
who  trafficked  ibmetimcs  on  their  own  hot* 
toms,  and  at  other  times  for  thole  who  had* 
rccourfe  to   their  agency.     There  were  alio 
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Notwithftanding  the  barrennefs  ofthefpot, 
Senegal  contains  more  than  fix  thoufand  ne- 
groes, including  the  captives  of  the  "TapadeSy 
or  negroes  born  of  the  black  inhabitants  o^ 
the  country.  They  are  never  put  up  to  fale, 
unlefs  convidted  o^dfee  crime.  Their  huts, 
conftruftcd  in  ^e  form  of  bee-hives,  and 
fupported  upon  four  flakes,  furround  the  ha- 
bitations of  the  negro  inhabitants.  The  en- 
tire height  of  thofe  huts  may  rife  to  about 
twelve  f^ttj  the  width  in  cytvy  direftion  is 
commonly  from  ten  to  twelve.  The  beds 
are  compofed  of  hurdles  laid  upon  crofs-bars, 
fupported  by  forked  flakes  at  the  height  of 
about  a  f(x)t  from  the  ground.  Here  the 
flaves  flccp  promifcuoufly,  men,  women, 
girls,  and  boys.  A  fire  is  made  in  the  middle 
of  the  hut,  which  is  filled  with  fmoke,  fuffi- 
cient  to  flifle  any  man  but  a  negro. 

The  men  are  tall,  and  the  women  are  ac- 
counted the  nandfomeH:  negrcfTcs  of  all  Africa. 
The  Senegalians  may  be  confulercd  as  the 
moft  courageous  people  of  that  part  of  the 
world,  without  even  excepting  the  Moors. 
Their  courage,  however,  is  more  nearly  al- 
lied to  temerity,  than  to  bravery.  lo  tlie  couric 
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of  the  voyage  to  Galam,  they  meet  the  gretti 
eft  dangers  with  gaiety  and  fopg;  they  dn^ 
neither  muflcet  nor  cannoot  9q4  ^If^eqiiadly  i 
fearlcfs  of  the  cayman  or  crocodile,  r  Should 
uiic  of  their  compaoions  b^  ktUicdK^UMl'*)^ 
voured  by  thefe  animals  before  their  ilaoey 
tbey  are  not  deterred  from  plunging  into  tbe 
water,  if  the  workingof  the  fliipn^uireiti 
Thefe  excellent  qualifications  which  diftingivfli 
them,  and  on  which  they  value  ^lemllQksfii 
fo  much,  do  not,  however,  pre^nre  f Ihcni 
from  the  common  contagion  of -thfe  ettyotl^t 
which  incUnps;  them  all  to  rapine.     The v  are  1 
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iron,  a  few  bends,  will  make  them  change 
their  opmion  at  will.  By  fuch  means  are 
they  a6ted  upon  ;  a  fufficient  proof  of  their 
want  of  all  Religions  principle.  The  mara- 
bous, or^  priefts,  and  the  men  of  their  law, 
are  no  befter  t"han  the  reft.  I  have  examined 
the  character  of  fcveral  of  this  order  of  men, 
and  eVen  among  the  nation  of  the  Poules, 
who  are  cdnfidcred  as  great  fanatics,  I  difco- 
vered  that  they  were  only  publicly  attached 
to  their  opinions.  **  This  white  man,'*  (ay 
they,  *•  does  fo ;  he  is  better  informed  than  I, 
and  why  (hould  not  I  imitate  his  example.'* 
This  way  of  reafoning  is  common  to  all  that 
tra6l  of  country. 

The  colonv  of  Senegal  is  furrounded  with 
iflands,  which,  on  account  of  the  proximity 
of  the  fei,  are  all  more  unhealthy  than  that 
on  which  the  town  is  built.  •  They  are  full  of 
ftanding  pools,  that,  when  dried  up  by  the 
fun,  exhale  a  putrid  vapour  that  carries  mor- 
tality with  it,  and  difolates  thefe  iflands.  It  is 
doubtlefs  the  fame  caufe  that  takes  off  fo  many 
of  the  French  at  Senegal,  during  the  danger- 
ous feafon  of  the  year.  This  alfo  may  be  in  part 
occafioned    by    the   bad  quality  of  the  water, 
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which  flows  from  the  pon^ls  in  the  neighl 
hood  of  the  colony,  and  though  incorporatod 
with  that  of  the  river,  comes  down  little  agi-^ 
tated  by  the  current,  andiseafilydiflinguiflied 
by  a  vapidnefs  of  tafte.  This  particttlar  is» 
in  my  opinion,  eflentially  worthy  of  notioey 
and  if  properly  attended  to  by  our  rnddioA 
men,  might  become  the  means  x)f  preicrviDg 
many  lives. 

Not  one  of  the  French  at  Senegal,  bckng- 
ing  to  the  feveral  houfes  of  commercOf  being 
inclined  to  make  the  voyage  to  Galam,  (a 
place  of  coniiderable  trade)  becaufe  none  of 
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the  inhabitants  as  well  as  of  the  Europeans, 
who  had  made  this  voyage,  left  me  no 
room  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the  dangers  to 
Mrhich  I  was  going  to  expofe  myfelf ;  but  I 
was  refolved  to  purfue  fortune,  however 
rough  the  road.  I  had  lived  among  the 
Moors,  and  had  braved  naked  all  the  burning 
influence  of  the  clime ;  I  had  fupportcd,  during 
the  period  of  my  flavery,  the  moft  (deplorable 
ftate  of  mifcry  and  want ;  I  knew  and  con- 
fided in  the  iftrcngth  of  my  conftitmion  ;  and  I 
fet  down  to  the  account  of  exaggeration,  a 
good  deal  of  what  I  was  told  of  the  unwhole- 
fome  atmbfphere  of  that  diftrift :  the  ne- 
groes, faid  I  to  myfelf,  prepare  with  the 
greateft  joy  for  this  voyage,  why  therefore 
ihould  I  be  difmayed  ? 

The  time  which  we  were  obliged  to  wait 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Furet,  we  employed  in 
coUeiSting  fait  for  ourfelves,  and  for  the  King's 
(hip  which  was  bound  up  the  river.  Tliis 
traffic  of  fait  is  carried  on  at  the  bar  of  Scne- 
gal,  the  articles  of  exchange  are  fvvords,  gun- 
powder, balls,  flints,  and  glafs  ware.  The 
fait  coft  me  this  year  three  livres  per  calk, 
and   was    fold   at  Senegal  at  the  rate  of  fiva 
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livres,  to  thofe  who  had  not  the  opportunity 
or  the  will  to  trade  for  themfelvesi  • '  V  .^  *  '^ 
The  26th  of' July,  the  fleiet  got  iihikf  lMi)rv 
and  failed  up  the  river;  It  confided  «f*twtbtyi' 
feven  veflels,  freighted  by  thle'^xhabltittte; 
together  with  a  tcflfel  of  5'o  tMiS,  esAlisHthtf 
Moor,  belonging  to  Paui  Beai^ ;  «^'gflitt 
bark  of  M.  Vigneux,  fuperintettdMit  of ' Atf 
houfe  of  Aubry,  of  Nantz,  bUithtMifflidtoiMr^ 
and  a  King's  ihip  called  the  Sytlfiiijldiil^&l^ 
tain  Thevehot,  anMiabitant  bf  9eAh^}^^^ 
rying  the  cuftj9l6s;  or  dues  fot"  116^  ife^lf^iHU 
prinees  of  the  country. 
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a  mate,:  fix  pileufes^  and  a  dozen  of  repajfes. 
By  laptotj  is  underftood  a  negro  failor ;  the 
gounnets  are  the  officers,  or  rather  fteerfmen, 
for  the  negroes  acknowledge  but  one  com- 
mander, who  is  their  Captain.  The  linguift 
is  in  fa<9:  the  boatfwain,  who  under  (lands  ^nd 
commands  the  working  of  the  ihip  in  the 
French  language.  The  pileufes  are  women 
who  cook  for  the  crew,  and  wafh  their  linen 
during  the  voyage.  In  fine  lYic  repajfes  arc  negro 
children  who  receive  no  pay,  and  who  lervc 
aboard  (hip  much  in  the  fame  manner  with 
our  cabbin-boys  ;  the  children  of  the  negro 
inhabitants  of  Tapade  make  the  fame  voyage 
pn  the  fame  conditions,  by  thefe  means  they 
are  inured  to  fatigue,  and  acquire  a  knowledge 
qf  the  navigatiori  of  the  river. 

We  had  fcarcely  left  Senegal  when  the 
whole  crew  began  to  pray.  Every  perfbn, 
with  melancholy  vifage  and  tears  in  his  eyes, 
turned  his  looks  to  that  barren  fpot  of  fand 
which  gave  him  birth,  and  where  he  aban- 
doned his  wife  and  his  children.  They  bade 
their  relatives  a  woeful  farewell,  as  if  they 
had  lofl  all  hope  of  feeing  them  again.  Thefe 
fad  cererponies,   and  the  lamentations  of  the 

negrocsjj 
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negroes,  made  me  fomi  a  difagteeafile  idesi 
the  dangers  of  the  voyage.  But  fcarcely  had 
we  loft  fight  of  the  colony,  when  cy«ry  vif-. 
age  brightened  up,  and  the  laptot^  began  to 
fing. 

The  Count  de  Rcpintignyi  Govcrtior  of  Se* 
negal,  had  engaged  me  to  colIe6t  together  alt 
the  ftraggling  veflelSf  in  order  to  cfeiort  thetn 
to  the  rendezvous  of  the  convoy.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  fame  day  I  met  with  "d  veflel  be-^ 
longing  to  one  Solitaan,  who  hid  left  the  co-' 
lony  three  days  befere  me.  •  He  hdd  idbly  thf^ 
hptots   aboard,   and  I   did   not  think  myfciffl 
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afterwards  baptized  according  to  the  cuflom 
of  the  negroes,  and  all  thofe  who  had  not  be- 
fore pafied  that  place  were  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  the  fame  ceremony.  At  the  fame  time 
they  made  me  fire  a  falute  with  my  fmall  train 
of  artillery,  confifting  of  fix  fwivels,  with 
fix  French  and  fome  Englifli  wall  pieces.  In 
order  to  perform  this  ceremony  with  due 
pomp,  the  linguift,  accompanied  by  tv/o  gour- 
metSy  caft  anchor  and  aflembled  the  crew. 
He  caufed  all  the  artillery  to  be  charged, 
filled  a  vafe  with  water  from  the  river,  and 
threw  it  at  three  feveral  times  upon  different 
parts  of  the  (hip.  At  each  operation,  in  order 
to  render  the  ceremony  as  auguft  as  poffible, 
a  falute  was  fired ;  and  after  the  baptifmal 
rites  were  performed  upon  the  veflel,  the 
fame  linguift  proceeded  to  baptize  thofe  who 
had  not  yet  made  the  voyage  :  thefe  arc  com- 
monly the  whites  and  the  repaffes.  He  fprlnk- 
led  water  of  the  river  on  my  chin  and  fore- 
head ;  a  ceremony  which  was  announced  by  a 
general  difcharge  of  the  artillery.  In  (hort,  to 
clofe  this  feftivity  with  becoming  cheer,  I 
gave  the  crew  a  prefent  of  good  liquor.  Our 
floop  joined  us,  and  the  evening  was  (pent  in 
merriment  and  joy. 

Wc 
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We  fcarccly  got  down  to  the  cabin  in  order 
to  take  a  little  reft,  when  the  Iaptotst>f  the 
watch  gave  us  notice,  that  they  heard  a  noife 
of  oars  on  the  river.  We  inftantly  wcW  on 
the  look  out,  and  foon  faw  that  it  was  a  canoe 
rowed  by  negroes,  who  ufed  every  cflbrt  to 
come  up  with  us.  As  foon  as  they  got  on 
board,  they  informed  us  that  the  boat  la  Ma^- 
leimey  belonging  to  Scipio,  the  mafter  of  my 
veffel,  had  run  aground,  and  funk  ten  leagued 
beyond  Podor;  that  Admet  Moftar^  King  of 
the  Traflarts,  a  Moorifli  tribe,  claimed  half 
the    goods  faved  from  the  wreck,  giving  no 
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or  head  of  the  village,  prevailing^  on  us  to 
come  afhore.  We  took  the  diverfion  of  the 
chace ;  we  met  with  excellent  fport,  for  the 
country  was  full  of  game,  and  every  fhot  took 
place.  At  about  five  in  the  morning,  the 
wind  freflieniiig  confiderably,  the  veflel  drove 
at  her  anchors,  and  flranded  on  the  Moorifli 
coaft.  Accidents  like  thefe  daily  happen,  but 
are  not  attended  with  danger.  The  river  is 
full  of  fand  banks,  and  it  is  only  off  Doumom^ 
that  there  is  caufe  for  real  apprehenfions. 
Thefe  fmall  trading  veflels  are  hauled  afhore 
every  night ;  and  when  it  is  neceflary  to  pro- 
ceed, the  negroes  foon  fet  them  afloat  by 
plunging  into  the  water  and  pufhing  them  off. 
It  often  happens,  that  in  this  operation  fomc 
are  drowned,  but  this  is  the  only  method  they 
know,  and  they  confider  it  as  the  readieft 
and  leafl:  laborious.  On  that  day  we  loft  an 
anchor,  and  notwithftanding  all  the  pains  we 
took  we  could  never  lay  hold  of  it  with  the 
drag. 

We  proceeded  on  our  way,  and  faw  on  an 
extenfive  plain  a  Mooriih  camp,  confifting  of 
eighty  or  an  hundred  tents  ;  they  were  defir- 
ous   to  difpofe   of  fome  cattle  and  captives, 

but 
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but  we  had  no  time  to  treat  with  dMBnuJBuT 
19th  we  faw  tbe  village  of  ficrne^  ^tll^Ud 
the  Moorifli  ppaft,  near  the  defart  o£  ^aang 
which  extends  to  this  part  of  the  river.  Tii|v, 
after  having  formerly  travelled  ducing  JS^ 
(lavery  through  the  interior  of  that  vcft  d^ 
fart,   I   had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  ita  isjtr^ 
treme   bounds.      Two  flately   palm    treat 
mark  its  limits  on  this  fide ;   as  oa.thcjfsthe^ 
bordering  on  fiilidulgerid,  the  lx)undanci$^(^ 
alcertained  by  two  high  pillars,  whidEyi^gfau 
ferved  in  the  plain  before  I  entered  the.  tQD&^ 
tories  of  the  Monfelemines. 
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and  women  came  down  to  the  ihip ;  I  pre- 
iented  them  with  a  few  bottles  of  brandy, 
and  by  that  means  got  rid  of  them* 

We  arrived  at  Podor  on  the  night  of  the 
20th,  and  found  the  SheriPs  boat  there,  which 
put  off  the  moment  we  were  perceived.  At 
eight  o'clock  1  went  on  fhore  to  the  fort, 
where  Admet  Mo£lar,  King  of  the  Traffarts, 
was  already  waiting  for  me.  This  prince, 
contrary  to  all  law,  departing  from  his  ori- 
ginal demand,  infifted  on  getting  pofleffion 
of  all  the  merchandize  which  Scipio's  laptota 
had  faved  from  the  wreck;  he  no  longer 
talked  of  participation,  but  affertcd  that  the 
whole  belonged  to  him,  and  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  (hipwreck  the  very  laptots 
became  his  captives ;  he  wanted  even  to  com- 
pel me  to  pay  their  ranfom  :  in  vain  did  we 
tell  him  that  if  the  King  of  France  paid  him 
an  annual  cuftom,  it  was  with  the  fole  view 
to  promote  the  liberty  of  commerce  alopg 
the  river  ;  he  would  liften  to  nothing  ;  but, 
inflexible  in  his  refolution,  threatened  to 
attack  me,  whether  I  returned  down  the 
river  to  Senegal,  or  continued  my  voyage  to 
Galam.     He  knew  I  had  but  lately  arrived  at 

O  the 


■  M 


1^4 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


the  colony,  and  was  far  from  thinking  that 
his  fpcech  and  menaces  made  no  imprcflion 
cm  mc.  He  \\  ifhed  to  intiniRktc  me ;  and 
hoped  by  thefe  means  to  become  mafter  of 
the  merchandize  which  the  commandaot  at 
Podor  had  been  weak  enough  to  deliver  to 
liim ;  but  having  been  a  flave  among  the 
Moors,  I  had  learnt  by  my  niisfortvuies  to 
know  them  perfe£Uy*  Before  I  left  the 
velTel  in  order  to  go  to  the  fort,  I  had  put 
her  in  a  ftate  of  defence-  The  fwivels,  wall 
pieces,  and  fmall  arms,  were  all  ready  for 
an  engagement.     I  had  ordered  my  mate  to 
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in  his  pot^'^rj  in  irons,  to  inveigle  as  many 
more    as    poffible,    particularly    the  king's 
brother,   and  to  fetter  and  put  him  with  the 
reft  in  the  hold.     Scipio,   inured  to  warlike 
exploits,  perfe<SHy  under ftanding  and  fpeak- 
ing  Arabic,   had  comprehended  the  orders  of 
Admet  Moftar.     He  reproached  him  on  the 
ficcafion,   had  even  recourfe  to  menaces,  and 
left  the  affembly  in  a  precipitate  manner  to 
go  on  board  the  veffel.     On  his  arrival  hfc 
was  aftonifhed  to  find  the  brother  of  that 
prince  difarmed,  and  in  irons.    Obferving  that 
.the  crew  were  out  of  all  danger  of  being  fur- 
prifed,    he   returned  to  the  fort.      During 
this  interval,    as  I  was  at  breakfaft  with  M. 
iDuchozel,    commandant  of  Podor,    I  com- 
municated to  him  the  intentions  of  Admet 
Mo£):ar,  and  the  orders  I  had  given  to  coun- 
tcraft  them.     Scarcely  had  he  heard  to  what 
cxcefs  this  favage  had  carried  his  audacity, 
than  he  put  his  detachment  under  arms,  re- 
paired to  the  prince,  and  informed  him,  that 
affairs  of  commerce  not  coming  within  his 
cognizance,  he  recommended  him  to  make 
-Up   matters   with   me,  but  that   he  fliould 
never  fufFer  a  veiTel  of  his  nation  to  be  attacked 
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under  the  cannon^  of  the  -fort  he  1 
This  entirely  difconcerted  Admcfc  ^Mofliifl 
Having  fpoken  in  Arabic,  be  didngfcMcutgMjl 
he  had  beeu  undeHlood, . for-hft  knew. Mil 
that  Scipio  fpoke  that  hDgiiage'a8::nMdybriiil 
himfelf.  He  was  likewife  unaqquaiittoiiiwitii 
the  precautions  I  had  taken,  suidwiasiilmli^^ 
to  find  himfelf  in  the  power  of  ci  Fiwudi 
detachment  under  arms*  He  wasMftillt^niQff 
intimidated,  when  one  of  his  attesidanteinaii 
and  told  him  that  all  the  negroes  of  tlhi^fnk 
lage  of  Podor^  on  the  information). jofi  ttk9 
crew,  had  ran  to  arn^s ;  that  they  hac|>£jHMi 
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the  Arabic  language  with  his  perfidious  de- 
figns.  He  was  confounded  on  hearing  me 
fpeak  his  own  tongue;  and  yielding  to  necef- 
(ity,  he  told  me  that  having  always  been  the 
friend  to 'the  French,  he  had  no  intention 
whatever  to  feize  upon  my  veflel,  but  only 
to  claim  that  to  which  he  had  a  right  by  the 
laws  of  his  country ;  that  rather  than  come 
to  hoftilities  with  a  nation  that  he  loved,  and 
to  which  he  owed  his  elevation  and  autho- 
rity, he  was  going  to  retire  up  the  country. 
He  hoped  by  this  fubterfuge  to  have  procraf- 
tinated  the  matter  ;  but  upon  the  requifition 
I  made,  that  in  proof  of  his  fincerity,  he 
fhould  make  reftitution  of  the  efFefts  he  had 
feized,  he  plainly  perceived  that  he  could 
ihuffle  with  me  no  longer,  and  told  me,  that 
having  cut  and  diftributed  the  merchandize 
among  his  attendants,  it  was  no  longer  pofli- 
ble  to  reftore  it,  but  that  he  willingly  under- 
took to  return.  Scipio  the  value  of  whatever 
he  had  feized,  out  of  the  account  of  the 
cuftoms  to  v/hich  he  was  entitled. 

The  mera  promife  of.  (uch  a  man  did  not 

Iktisfy  me.     I  required  an  engagement  figned 

by  himfelf  and  his  minlAers.     He  would  not 

O  3  confcnt 
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confent  to  this ;  his  word,  he  £it(i^  bug^titp 
be  fufficient.  Four  hours  had  beenwafloj 
in  this  difpute,  when  it  was  reported  to  haikl 
that  his  brother,  who  had  gone  on  board  fioy 
vefTcl,  was  no  longer  to  be  feen  upon  decb 
This  intelligence  made  him  uneafy ;  and  foon 
difcovering  that  the  prince  was  detained^  ^ hip 
no  longer  made  any  objeftions ;  but  fub^ 
fcribed  to  my  conditions,  liberated  Scipio-t 
laptots,  and  confented  to  re-imburfe  mef'ia 
every  expence.  This  engagement  wa5  iign^ 
by  himfelf,  his  two  principal  minifter89^  ahA 
his  brother,  who  in  confequence  of  this  WTit^ 
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queftions  concerning  the  force  of  the  Mon*- 
gearts,  and  Monfelemines ;  and  particularly 
the  charafter  and  the  forces  of  Mouley  Ab- 
dramene,  the  fon  of  the  Emperor  of  Mo^ 
rocco,  who  was  wm,  he  knew,  at  the  head 
of  a  ftrong  party  in  the  Defart.  He  was 
fcnfible,  if  this  prince  made  his  appearance 
upon  his  domains,  that  all  the  Moors  would 
inftantly  recognize  him  as  their  fovereign ; 
and  was  defirous  of  getting  information  re- 
fpefting  his  intentions.  His  brother  Sydy 
Hali  made  me  a  vifit,  I  had  him  difarmed 
immediately,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Moors ;  and  njaking  him  obferve  the  force  of 
my  fwivels  and  wall-pieces,  I  alked  him  if  a 
French  man,  whofe  veflel  was  thus  armed, 
with  Scipio  for  a  captain,  had  any  reafon  to 
fear  the  menaces  of  his  brother.  I  then  re* 
galed  him  with  large  quantities  of  fugar  and 
water,  and  fent  bim  away  on  the  approach 
of  the  evenin^j. 

The  next  day,  when  we  were  on  the  point 
of  getting  under  way,  we  faw  Scipio's  boat, 
that  was  juft  returned  with  the  governor's 
orders  from  Senegal.  I  again  landed,  and 
went  to  Admet  Mo£lar,  who  figned  a  fecond 
O  4  engagement 
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engagement: conformable  to  tlw^fft^wiMh 
was  to  deduct  out  of  his  cuAoms  -thclciriiM 
of  the  merchandize  he  had  takeiu  -j  IbftMiii 
me  a  prefent  of  two  oxen,  ten  (heep,'  soidriGadf 
oftrich's  feathers,  and  preiiednieiTerjirnmcIl 
to  vifit  him  on  my  return  from  GSalatD«^»d 
promifed  to  fee  him  again  ;  aodriwerrfM^ 
highly  fatisfied  with  each  other.  .:  .  .r::>qqfiri 
On  the  24th,  at  about  ten  le^uGb  fiiaf 
Podor,  we  perceived  the  maft  of  the  Md^imrf) 
that  was  loft  on  the  lath,  byrunding[,a9unft 
the  trunk  of  a  tree.  Scipio  requcftocl'ipji^ 
leave  to  endeavour  to  fave  ibmething*ftai{Di 
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never  nufrc'^vrai^  feenv'  •  He^WAs  ddabtikd%<^« 
rkd  off'bjr <one  of  the  alligitors'  oi^trocbdites; 
dF  wfafdH  theiriver  is  fuU:  As  wc  AWeyfe  urider 
ihoneccffity^  towing  the  veffel,  an  op^S* 
tianoveiyfatigutog  to  the  crew^  I  was  detit<i 
bus  ofi  .anlufing  my  people,  and  of  diverting  • 
ithbir  attentat!  from  the  misfortune  tHM  h^ 
happened  to  their  companion  ;  for  this  p^t*i 
pofe  f  regaled '  my  captots  with  co]f)4ius 
fdraugfats'  of' liquor.  We  anchored  in-^tlite 
ttvcning  off*  the  village  of  Dongoellej  ivlft^i 
1  purchafei  three  elephant's  teeth  for  ft  fnSatt 
quantity  of  gun-powder.  At  a  league  htghiir 
iinpi-^^we  cleared  the  rock  of  €%//oa/^i 
']S>mbbi^  or  the  Devil's  Mouth,  th^  moft 
jiflsigerous  pafs  in  the  whole  courfe  of -tWfe 
livfer.  On  the  way  back  from  Galam  t&ii 
;{)hee  may  well  be  called  the  Devil's  MoutllP, 
for  the  inhabitants  fire  in  front,  and  on  both 
4deS'  upon  the  veflels,  in  the  very  hioniient 
when  the  crews  are  employed  in  fur^mounti- 
ing  the  almofl  invincible  difficulties  of  the 
paffage*  :-  ''  /'^   -  • 

: :  lErtgaged  intirely  in  commercial  'conc^n§, 
oa  which  my  all  depended,  and  n6t  bcitig 
4a  rirdwiiftiaiicei;  that  allowed  rat  to  dedicate 
'.  ^  ^  any 
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are  found  among  them.  But  ipHi«llPtbte^  W 
mal  has  attained  to  his  full  growth'  'Ke'M^ 
enormous  iize.  From  his  head,  wMttky^'IkMt 
ever,  is  not  proportioned  to  his  body,  aa  idea 
may  be  formed  of  his  whole  bulk.  Tb^iHtiik 
feveral  ikeletons  of  the  head  of  the  hip^OfMRj! 
tamus  prefer ved  at  Senegal,  which,  with^aMi 
the  teeth,  weigh  from  one  hundred  attdfilty 
to  two  hundred  pounds :  teeth  of  thib  afiMMl 
I  have  {ecu  weigh  fcven  pounds,  J^ht  M^ 
popotamus  in  this  climate  is  an  ifiofl^iifi^ 
creature,  and  is  eafily  taken  and  deilrfi;^^ 
He  never   makes  any  attack,  nor  dO€if\A 
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fmell  is  not  agreeable,  is  better  than  the  beft 
oaanu&dlured  at  Marfeilles.  There  are  alio 
lA  this  diftrid  a  great  number  of  elephants  ; 
I  ;have  never,  however,  feen  any  of  them, 
s^tiiough  I  frequently  went  a(hore  to  kill 
gsiQie^  and  could  obferve  their  traces  on  every 

vi^^aigrettes  are  found  in  great  numbers  all 
lifiO^:  the   banks  of  the  river  Niger;   but 
thc^e  which  have  the  beft  plumes  are  peculiar 
I^SL'dTmal^  ifland,  about  feven  leagues-  from 
P^odoTy  which  in  the  months  of  Auguft^and 
September  is  covered  with  them.     I  .hz^^ 
^l^d.many  of  them  in  this  place,   and  their 
jpUjmes  were  twenty-two  inches  in  length; 
while  thofe  which  I  could  procure  in  thfe 
liver,  were  only  fifteen  or  fixteem      ^'  .yii^? 
i>jOn  the  28th,  the  wind  not  permitting^us 
|o<  fet  fail,   I  fet  out  for  the  chace.     I  found 
ia  the  woods  a  tree  which  bears  a  frui^rd^i 
fembling  our  peach.     I  was  going  to  taftd  it^ 
but  the  negroes  having  affured  me  that  it 
contained  a  deadly  poifon,    my  curiofity  was 
fatisfied.     The  ftone  of  this  fruit  is  very  like 
that  of  an  apricot,  but. much  larger* 

On  the  next  day,  the  z^ihf  about  eleven 
.'.-  .  o*clock 
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o'clock  in  themorniagy  we  heard  fevendi 
not  (hot.  The  laptots  thought  that  k  \ 
the  Almamy  of  the  Poules  who  had  ariivttd 
at  Saldee  to  receive  his  dues.  On  the  jotb 
we  {zw  M.  Pontret's  veflel  coming  down  the 
river ;  we  hailed  him,  and  he  told  us  that 
he  would  much  rather  lofe  his  voyage  to  Ga- 
1am,  (and  he  was  certainly  in  the  right)  than 
fubmit  to  the  enormous  duties  which  the 
Poules  had  eflabliflied  in  1785.  He  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  on  that  account  his  vefldj 
tliough  very  fmall,  would  have  been  forced  to 
pay  the  fame  duties  that  are  exafted  from  the 
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(>oiite«  Although  thefe  duties  are  regulated 
fay  the  Governor  of  Senegal  and  the  envoys 
of  the  Almamy,  before  the  departure  of  the 
convoy  for  Galam,  difHculties,  however,  fre* 
quentty  arife  at  the  time  of  payment ;  the 
iampjir  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  Almamy,  are  always  ftarting  the 
moft  frivolous  objedtions.  They  infift  onre^ 
ociving  all  the  duties  on  the  fame  day ;  and  do 
not;  'allow  any  veflel  to  continue  the  voyage 
tO'^Galam,  until  the  whole  convoy  from  Se* 
negal  be  arrived.  As  the  air  of  this  ipot  is 
very  miwholefome,  it  is  here  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  traders,  who  imprudently 
undertake  the  voyage,  fall  fick ;  and  very  few 
of  them  recover. 

Immediately  on  our  arrival,  St.  Jean,  Maf-* 
tcr  of  the  Maure,  a  fmall  veflel  belonging  to 
Paul  Benis,  came  on  board,  and  acquainted 
me  with  the  death  of  M.  Bertrand,  an  officer 
of  the  African  battalion,  who  commanded  the 
convoy.  The  cannon  we  had  heard  was  fired 
at  his  interment,  and  not  on  account  of  the 
Almamy^  who  did  not  come  this  year  to  re- 
ceive his  cuftoms.  This  mafler  gave  me  a 
tarif  of  the  ufual  dues.     Never  having  made  ^ 
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the  voyage  befortt  I  did  not  find  the  demands 
too  high«  although  they  were  double  what  1 
been  paid  the  prweditig    years*    The  capkl 
tains  of  the  coavpy  alfemhled  on  board  mji 
veffel^    with  the  agents  f£  the  Ahmmy  ;  aEid|| 
after  mutual  conceffions,  the  cuftoms  we  leti 
tied  and  paid  in  a  few  days  after,  the  greate 
part  being  deposited  on  board  my  vefTd. 

The  traders  fubmit  to  pay  the  cuftoms^  ii^J 
order  to  have  the  freedom  of  trafficking  durin| 
the  voyage,  of  goingonfhore  at  pleafure,  sin#. 
of  enjoying  the  iame  privileges  as  the  \ 
Thefe  cuftoms  arc  become  very 
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Cuftottos-  proportioned  to  thofe  which  have 
been  introduced  by  the  avarice  of  the  gover- 
nors. In  the  year  1785,  the  cuftoms  paid  at 
Saidee  amdiinted  to  five  livre3  in  fpecis  a  bar^ 
which  tnakes  3125  livres  for  each  veffel  car- 
rying 625  bars. 

Thefe  cuftoms  increafe  in  proportion  as 
the  merchandife  in  the  river  is  enhanced  in 
value.  A  barrel  of  gun-powder,  for  inftance, 
of  two  pounds  Weight,  is  confidered  an  equi-i 
valent  for  four  bars,  an  hundred  flints  for  two 
bars,  &c.  The  general  amount  of  the  cuf* 
toms  on  bars  got  up  to  839  inftead  of  625* 
The  value  of  each  negro  being  eftimatedj  ac-^ 
oofding  to  the  convention  of  Gilam,  for  this 
yeat  at  70  bars,  the  amount  of  twelve  cap- 
tives was  given  for  the  payment  of  the  cuf- 
toms.' It  even  amounted  to  morcj  for  the 
greater  number  of  bars  paid  at  Saidee  Confifted 
of  full  bars,  whereas  in  the  payment  of  the 
captives,  forty  full  bars  only  are  given  for 
eacb  negro,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained, 
when  I  come  to  fpeak  en  the  fuhjeft  of  com- 
merce. The  large  veflcls  belonging  to  the 
liegi'o  inhabitants  pay  only  one  half  of  thefc 
cuftoms,  and  the  fmall  ones  a  quarter.     The 
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Sheriffs  vcffel  alone  was  exempted  from  the 
tax*     As  thefe  people  retain  fonie  traces  of 
the   Mahometan  reli^on  in  their  own,  it  i»,^ 
cou  fide  red   as   a   piece  of  iiijuftice  to  require 
payment  from  a  man  who  is  allowed  to  be  ol  j 
the  family  of  the  great  Prophet,  they  wen^^ 
therefore   fatisficd  with   his   benediction^ 
wanted  to  try  if  they  would  be  fatisfied  with, 
mine,   but  they  gave  the  preference  ta.  jtif 
guinea-blues  and  mulkets ;  which  madk;.IM 
laugh,  efpecially  the  Sherif,  for  all  the  prnfit 
was  on  his  fide. 

The  Poules,  or  Foulques,  are  Cme  of  ^ 
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Senrgal,  and  rcfide  there  for  fome  years,  be- 
come much  blacker.  The  females  are  very 
handfbme,  and  the  whites  of  Senegal  gene- 
rally take  care  to  procure  fome  of  them.  But 
they  arc  of  abaddifpofition,  and  utterly  inca- 
pable of  attachment.  When  a  man  has  a 
miftrefs  of  this  nation,  he  muft  watch  her 
conduft  very  narrowly,  and  evenchaftife  her, 
that  flie  may  not  be  guilty  of  infideUty  to  him 
whom  Ihe  honours  with  her  favours.  The 
dread  of  the  baftinado  will,  in  fuch  cafe,  cfFeft 
what  attention  and  complaifance  can  nevet 
bring  about. 

Although  the  Poules  inhabit  one  of'  the 
fincft  fpots  in  Africa,  they  are  neverthelefs  a 
wretched  people ;  they  are  bafe,  cruel,  thiev- 
ifli,  and  fanatic  in  the  extreme.  They  are 
commanded  by  a  chief  of  their  religion,  which 
is  a  contemptible  mixture  of  Mahometanifm 
and  idolatry.  This  chief  is  called  the  Alma- 
my;  he  is  always  chofen  from  among  the. 
Tamplirs,  who  are  twelve  in  number.  The 
Tampfirs  are  the  interpreters  of  the  law,  and 
arc  the  moft  learned,  or  rather  the  moft  fana- 
tical among  them.  The  Almamy  has  the 
power  of  life  and  death  over  his  fubjcfts ; 
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yet  he  may  be  dcpofed  by  an  affembly  ,^ 
Tampiirs  ;  it  is  therefore  bis  iotcrcft  to  keey 
on  gcod  terms  *ith  them.  Thp  pa^[Deot  ijf 
cuO:oms  i%  made  to  the  Almam^^  and  isaitarr 
wards  diilributed  amctig  the  Tanipiiiv^wiijl'i 
although  a  purt  bclougd  to  the  fbrmcr^.lue 
neverthelefs  require  A  feparate  prdSmtv^ 
himfelf.  S>;:.%    • 

On  the  I  ft  of  September,  I  dined  oa^tiiac^ 
the  Maure,  commanded  by  Captain  St*  jfffk 
I  faw  no  whites  on  boards  allthoie»ofr4die 
convoy  being  fick.  The  next  day  in;,  tbe 
evening,  a  violent  fquall  driving  me  fori^* 
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I  went  on  Ihore  to  his  houfe.  It  is  built 
of  clay,  thatched  with  reeds  in  fome  parts, 
terraced  in  others,  and  upon  the  whole  com- 
modioufly  conftruded.  Here  I  was  treated 
with  fuch  attention,  that  I  "quickly  began*  to 
recover  my  health.  I  took  an  airing  every 
day  on  the  banks  of  the  river  :  two  negroes 
carried  me ;  and  when  the  heat  became  too 
troublefome,  I  returned  to  my  abode,  and  was 
put  under  a  kind  of  fhed,  which  (heltered  me 
from  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

The  Captains  of  the  convoy  and  the  Mara- 
bous of  the  country  repaired  to  Sirman,  King 
of  Galam,  in  order  to  fettle  the  price  offlaves. 
Itwasfixedat  70  bars,  part  of  which  confiftcd 
of  4  pieces  of  guinea-blues.  The  price  being 
agreed  upon,  we  failed  immediately  to  Tam- 
boucanee,  a  principal  mart  for  the  traffic  of  ne-v 
groes  and  ivory.  This  village  is  fituated  fif- 
teen leagues  from  Galam.  The  lords  of  the 
neighbouring  villages,  exafperated  againfl  the 
Senegalians,  for  making  Galam  the  place  of 
their  general  rendezvous,  united  their  forces 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  convoy,,  which 
Was  detained  at  Saldee  on  account  of  the 
(hallownefs  of  the  river.  The  King's  fliip, 
P  3  and 
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and  that  belonging  to  M.  Vigneux  had  not 
yet  reached  Galam.  The  one  had  flopped  at 
Baquelle,  and  the  other  at  Cotterat.  The 
Furet  alone,  which  drew  but  fix  feet  watcfi 
was  fufRciently  well  armed  to  command  re- 
fpe£l.  She  immediately  hoifted  fail  and 
^vanced  to  the  affiftance  of  the  convoy.  The 
courage  of  Scipio,  my  Captain,  was  well  knowi^ 
among  the  negro  Princes,  they  were  afraid 
of  contending  with  him,  his  prefence  put  aa 
end  to  the  fadion,  and  impofed  peace  upon 
the  negroes. 

Having  fallen  ill  at  Saldee,  the  firft  place 
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with  avarice,  they  were  the  occafion  of  my 
lofing  my  market,  as  none  of  the  guinea- 
blues  would  pafs  in  payment  for  (laves.  This 
difappointment  obliged  me  to  change  my 
plan ;  I  ordered  my  Captain  to  trade  for  what- 
ever fell  in  his  way  with  the  other  articles  of 
the  cargo,  and  I  put  by  the  guinea-blues  that 
were  the  leaft  damaged,  in  order  to  faake  a 
purchafe  of  fbme  negroes.  My  plan  was 
to  gain  by  gold  and  ivory  fufficiently  to 
make  up  for  the  Jofs  occafioned  by  the  bad 
quality  of  the  guinea-blues.  I  had  at  moft, 
120  pieces  that  could  be  coniidered  as  fale- 
able.  Scipio  took  them,  and  fet  fail  in  a  boat 
with  a  proper  aflbrtment  of  goods,  to  Tam- 
boucanee.  I  kept  the  damaged  blues  with  a 
view  of  difpofing  of  them  in  exchange  for 
whatever  might  be  offered  to  me. 

The  rainy  feafon  was  over  :  the  delay  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  payment  of  cuftoms  at  Saldee 
had  proved  very  prejudicial  to  us.  I  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  embarking  the  25th  of 
Odlober  to  go  down  to  Senegal.  1  bar'  made 
but  little  progrefs  in  the  flave  trade  1  had, 
however,  procured  fix  negroes  with  my  da- 
maged guinea-blues,  all  of  which .  I  ilw.MJid 
.feave  got  rid  of,  had  I  been  able  to  protradt 
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my  departure  ;  but  being  unwilling  to  riik  my 
fliip,  lleft  Scipio  with  the  longJiKaat  to  trade 
in  the  cuftomary  manner  at  TamfaoocanCK . 
The   King  of  Galam,  who  had  ibttWtt  AM 
every  kind  of  attention,  accompanied  «e'«l' 
board.     As  I  had  been  a  flave  in  Mofoccov  lie 
looked  on  me  with  adqiiration.     Therefpeft 
in  which  all  thefe  people  h<:dd  the  Emperar. 
extended  even  to  my  perfon:  this  petty  md*  , 
narch  had  given  up  his  chamber  and*  ia' good 
bed  to  me,  while  the  whites  empkxyed  bfr  ^ 
convoy  on  the  King's  account,  were,  only 
lodged  under  iheds.     M,  Mdlinanl,  wlio  Was 
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carried  back  to  his  village,  for  he  had  drahk 
to  cxcefs,    to  prove  how  much  he  regretted 
my  departure,     lliis  Prince  had  purchafed  of 
me  thirteen  beads  of  coral,  h^lf  a  ftring  of 
amber,   twenty-eight  lilver  bells,  and  three 
pair  of  bracelets  for  his  women.     He  was  to 
have  paid  me  in  gold  or  ivory,   but  having 
neither  of  thofc  articles,  he  gave  me  a  fine 
negro,  although  the  things  I  had  fold  him 
amounted  to  no  more  than  fixty-three  bars. 
In  acknowledgment  of  his  liberality  *7  made 
him  a  prefent  of  a  fabre,  with  a  piftol  in  the 
hilt,  of  a  little  wool  for  his  wives,  and  to  his 
favourite,    who  alone  had  borne  him  fons,  I 
prefented  fome  rows  of  glafs  beads,  and  about 
four  ounces  of  fcarlet  wool.     §he  had  taken 
the  gr^teft  care  of  me  during  my  illuefs,  and 
to  her  I  was  principally  indebted  for  my  re- 
covery.     My    magnificent   prefent   to   her 
might  amount  in  all  to  about  thirty-fix  fous. 

This  favourite  preteiKls  to  be  a  Chriftiaa. 
She  had  formerly  been  miftrefs  to  one  Labrue, 
-an  agent  for  the  faclory  of  Senegal.  As  it 
was  the  King  himfelf  that  communicated 
this  anecdote  to  me,  I  apprehend  it  will  afford 
41  fufficicnt  eftimate  of  the  delicacy  of  thc^ 
fjPrioces  of  this  country. 

GaUtn 
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Galam  is  a  ftnall  village,  known  jaidj4tftke 
place  of  meeting  of  the  inhatutaatsofSenqgd^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  their  nMCcantiltt 
concerns,  and  on  account, of  a  wretdiod  iwt 
built  by  the  French  in  the  time  of  theibmier 
African  company^  The  jfather  of  the  reiga^ 
ing  King  was  born  a  freeman  among',  the 
Saracolets,  and  had  been'  a  laptot  at  Senegri. 
Confidered  by  the  negroes  as  a  man  of  bra* 
very 9  and  fpeaking  good  French,  he  was 
placed  in  the  fort  by  the  company  in  qnafitf 
of  broker.  The  grand  Fouquet  of  Tuage, 
chieftain  of  the  country,  gave  him  the  aUb* 
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tains  fomc  of  them  by  his  kindnefs,  particu- 
larly thofe  belonging  to  the  Saracolet  nation , 
for  in  order  to  have  one  of  thefe  he  will  give 
feveral  flaves  in  exchange. 

The  tribes,  which  in  .this  part  of  Africa 
occupy  the  lands  fituated  between  the  rivers 
of  Senegal  and  Gambia,  are  all  of  the  Sara- 
colet nation.  From  Galam,  (ituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Niger,  to  the  river  Gambia, 
is  a  journey  of  a  day  and  a  half.  The  Sara- 
l^olets  acknowledge  as  fovercign  the  grand 
Fouquet  of  Tuago.  They  are  a  laborious 
people,  cultivate  their  lands  with  care,  arc 
plentifully  fupplied  with  all  the  necefla- 
ries  of  life,  and  inhabit  handfome  and  well 
built  villages ;  their  houfes,  of  a  circular  form, 
are  for  the  moft  part  terraced ;  the  others 
arc  covered  with  reeds  as  at  Senegal  ;  they 
are  inclofed  with  a  mud  wall  a  foot  thick,  and 
the  villages  are  furrounded  with  one  of  ftonc 
and  earth  of  double  that  folidity.  There  are 
feveral  gates,  which  are  guarded  at  night  for 
fear  of  a  furprize.  This  nation  is  remark- 
ably brave,  and  it  is  very  uncommon  to  find 
a  Saracolet  flave.  They  alWays  defend  them- 
felves  with  advantage  againft  their  aflailants. 
Such  Saracolets  as  are  expofed  to  fale,  may 
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be  fafely  purchafed,  for  (excepddg  wl^ 
they  are  at  war  with  the  Poulcs)  noUe  ate 
to  be  met  with  but  fuch  as  have  been  c6a» 
demned  by  the  laws  for  fbme  mifHemeanoar'; 
in  fuch  cafe,  thefe  wretches  could  not  efbape 
flavery  even  by  taking  refuge  in  tbcir*  owil 
country  ;  for  they  would 'be  reftorcd  to  thiefr 
maflers,  or  would  be' put  to  death,  if  the  Cdfai^ 
voy  (hould  have  failed.  The  religious  ptipd^ 
pies  of  this  people  is  nearly  allied  to  Mah'om6> 
tanifm,  and  ftill  more  to  natural  religkm. 
They  acknowledge  one  God;  and  bdkl% 
that  thofe  who  fteal,   or  are  guilty  of  any  1 
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property.  This  nation  lies  near  that  of  the 
Poules.  Its  extent  up  the  eoui^try  is  un- 
known ;  all  that  we  know  is,  that  it  is 
governed  by  four  powerful  princes,  all  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Fouquet.  The  leaft  confi- 
derable,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  the 
Saracolets,  is  that  of  Tuago,  who  can  af- 
femble  thirty  thoufand  horfe,  and  whole  fub- 
jefts  occupy  a  territory  two  hundred  leagues 
in  extent,  as  well  on  the  Niger,  as  on  the 
trad  that  reaches  beyond  the  Felou,  a  rock, 
which  according  to  the  fame  report,  forms 
cataracts,  from  whence  proceed  the  Niger 
and  the  river  Gambia,  equally  confiderable* 
The  latter  is  the  more  navigable,  carries 
down  a  lefs  quantity  of  land,  and  forms 
fewer  flats.  Its  mouth  is  about  (ixty  leagues 
from  Senegal  by  land,  and  feventy-five  by 
doubling  Cape  Vcrd. 

On  the  24th  of  October  at  night,  Scipio, 
who  obfcrved  the  water  lowering  at  Tam- 
boucanee,  difpatched  a  negro  to  me,  defir- 
ing  me  to  quit  Galam.  I  embarked  on  the 
next  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  but  my  lap- 
tots  had  not  as  yet  Ibid  their  fait.  The  mate 
and  the  boatfwaln  iulifted  on  flaying  jn  fpite 
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of  me;  but  on  the  26th,  feeing  that  all  the 
laptotr,  adhered  to  me,  and  that  if  they  per- 
fifted  they  would  be  put  into  irons,  they 
weighed  anchor  and  fet  fall.     The  water  on 

the  night  of  the   25th  lowered  a  foot^morc,^ 

which  occafioned  our  ftranding  a  loagno  bii^ 
low  Galam.  In  this  critioal  moment,  litodd 
in  need  of  all  my  authority  to  hinder  the  lip* 
tots  from  killing  the  mate  and  boatfwafift^  who 
had  refufed  to  fet  fail,  as  foon  as  I  embaribed* 
They  threw  over  board  their  fait  to  liglttieii 
the  vefTel ;  but  all  their  efforts  proved  itl^&c* 
tual.     I  difpatched  a  Saracolet  to  acquainl 
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diftreffing  (ituation,  to  no  purpofc ;  acircum* 
fiance  that  would  have  difcouraged  the  ne- 
groes, except  for  the  aififtance  of  the  whites, 
and  the  confcioufnefs  that  they  were  com- 
manded   by  one  of   the   moft  experienced 
captains  of  the  colony.     As  foon  as  he  .ar- 
rived, he  made  the  laptots  ceafe  their  labour, 
gave  them  two  hours  for  reft  and  refrelh- 
ment,    and  like  wife  repofed  and  refreflied 
himfelf.     He  was  perfedtly  acquainted  with 
the  river ;    and  having  examined  the  paffes, 
law  there  was  do  danger  to  be  apprehended, 
directed  all  the  operations,  and  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour,  fucceeded  in  getting  her  into 
deep  water.     He  ftaid  on  board  twenty-four 
hours,  to  fteer  us  clear  of  the  more  danger- 
ous flioals,   which  we  paffed  without  once 
ftriking,    and    without  any  fatigue  to   the 
crew.     He  then  left  us,  after  having  traced 
the  courfe  we  had  to  make,   and  pointed  out 
to  the   mate  and  boatfwain   the  dangerous 
parts  of  the  river.    He  was  determined  on 
keeping  up  his  reputation ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  bad  quality  of  our  merchandize,   he 
hoped  ftill  to  traffic  with  advantage,  at  Tam- 
boucanee. 

About 
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-  About  ten  leagues  from  Galam,  we  came 
in  fight  of  the  Furet,  that  could  not  make  her 
way  to  that  places  for  want  of  water.  She 
lay  at  anchor  off  Cotterat,  where  there  is  a 
good  depth  of  water  all  the  year  round,  Th# 
agent  of  the  company,  whofe  name  w  as  Bai^ 
dlnal,  a  relation  of  the  director  of  Senega  J, 
tranTported  all  his  merchandize  in  a  boat  ta 
Galam,  with  an  intention  to  pafs  the  year 
there-  He  came  on  board  to  fee  me,  and  1 
had  fome  dealings  with  him.  I  fold  him  the 
amber,  the  coral,  and  the  filver  bells  that 
remained  on  my  bands  ;   and  it  was  an  ad- 
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intercourfe  with  his  countrymen,  the  pleafure 
he  feels  when  he  has  the  happinefs  of  meet- 
ing one  of  them,  even  were'  he  an  enemy, 
cannot  be  eafily  exprefled,  and  is  ftill  more 
difficult  to  define.  I  had  an  afFefting  proof 
of  it  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Engaged  as  I 
was  in  a  private  trade,  I  could  not  have  con- 
ceived that  a  perfon  in  the  employ  of  the 
company  would  have  come  to  fee  me,  par- 
ticularly as  the  houfe  with  which  I  was  con- 
nefted  had  materially  thwarted  all  their  fpe- 
culations.  On  the  30th  I  parted  from  this 
worthy  man  with  tears  in  my  eyes  ;  for  al- 
though he  was  in  good  health,,  and  I  infirm, 
yet  knowing  that  his  intention  was  to  pafs 
the  year  at  Gaiam,  I  was  perfuadedhe  would 
never  have  the  happinefs  of  revifiting  his  na- 
tive country,  to  which  I  hoped  to  return; 
he  was  prepoflefTed  with  the  fame  idea,  and 
we  were  both  in  the  right ;  for  he  fell  ill,  in 
confequence  of  extreme  fatigue,  eight  days 
after  1  left  him,  and  died  in  a  few  hours. 

The  2d  of  November,  after  having  paffed 
the  village  of  Baquelle,  without  touching 
there,  we  entered  into  the  canal  of  the 
ifland  of  that  name.  The  boatfwain,  for 
want  of  experience,   being  unable  to  ftem 
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tlie  current,  the  vefTel  loft:  her  head  wajr^' 
foundered  upon  the  rocks,  at  niiie  Q'clock  if 
the  morning.      Peter  Mambao,    a   Senegal 
captain  J    who  had  arrived  at  Baquellc  with  a 
cargo  of  faltj   inftantly  fent  out  his  boat  to 
our  afii {lance,      I  put  on  board  her  the  moft    , 
raluable  of  my  goods,  and  one  of  raj  chcfls^B 
the  other  di^ippeared  in  an  iaftant,  nor  was 
I  ever  able  to  get  any  account  of  it*     It  wasi 
doubtlefs  llolen  by   noy    negroes.     At  tci 
o'clock,   findhig  that  the  hold  of  the  vc^cV 
was  full  of  water,   and  that  the  bank  of  the 
river  was  covered  with  the  natives  of  thc^. 
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them.  Had  they  kept  to  their  pofts,  the  Sa- 
racolets  would  not  have  come  near  us,  the 
goods  would  have  been  all  preferved,  and  the 
veffel  relieved  by  the  Senegalians,  by  whofe 
affiftance  fhe  would  have  been  fet  afloat ;  but 
they  confidered  her  as  irrecoverably  loft,  and 
carried  away  every  thing  which  they  could 
conceal  from  my  obfervation. 

Amadi  Tkioncoli,   Lord  of  Baquelle,   as 
great  a  knave  as  any  of  his  fubje£ls,    was  de-* 
termincd  to   take   advantage  of  my  unfor- 
tunate fituation.     He  came  to  me  on  board 
Mambao's  fhip,   and  made  me  a  tender  of 
his  houfe,  and   a   good  warehoufe  to  ftore 
the  goods  r  had  faved.     All  the  Senegalians 
nffured  me   I   might   rely  upon   his   word; 
to  which  I  was  indeed  compelled  by  necef* 
iity.     I    was    obliged    then   to    fufFer   every 
thing  that  I  had  prcfervcd  from  the  wreck 
to  be  carried  to  the  houfe  of  this  prince.  The 
next  day,  being   prefTed  by  his   folicitations, 
and  perceiving  that  Mambao  was  unwilling 
to  expofe  himfclf  any  longer  on  my  account, 
I  went  on  (liore,   and  repaired  to  the  village 
of  Baquelle.     I   was   accommodated  with  a 
kind  of  a  tent,  that  while  it  fcreeiUdme  from 
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the  heat  of  the  fun^  admitted  the  freili  a' 
and  oa  the  firft  day  I  was  treated  with  the 
tnoii  attentive  care,  ,j 

The  grand  Fouquet  of  Tuago,  being  in- 
formed by  his  foil,  wlio  had  been  fome  days 
on  board  my  vcfleU  of  my  misfortune^  came 
to  Baquelle  with  a  numerous  cfcort  of  caval- 
ry to  fliare  the  plunder.  My  laptots  then 
gave  up  every  thing  for  loft.  This  king 
pretended,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  ,tb 
Moors,  that  my  veflel,  the  freight,  the  crevvp 
and  myfelf^   were  all  become  his   property. 
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the  fecond  court -yard,  and  they  confidered 
themfelves  all  as  prifoncrs.  As  to  myfelf,  I 
was  at  full  liberty,  but  I  could  fcarcely  walk, 
and  was  obliged  to  be  fupported  by  two 
negroes.  As  I  was  walking  out  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  heard  a  great  noife, 
and  perceived  the  Lord  of  Baquelle,  who  xvas 
going  to  decide  a  difpute  that  had  arifen  be- 
tween one  of  my  failors,  and  one  of  his 
guards.  I  approached  him,  and  having  feated 
myfelf  near  Amadi,  I  informed  myfelf  of 
the  caufe  of  the  difpute.  His  guard  had  rob- 
bed me  of  a  remnant  of  fcarlet  cloth.  My 
laptot  had  perceived  the  theft,  and  taken  the 
'ftufF  from  him  ;  they  had  come  to  blows, 
and  the  guard  was  feverely  beaten  ;  he  was 
all  over  blood.  I  foon  decided  the  caufe,  by 
taking  the  cloth,  and  giving  it  to  the  man 
who  had  been  beaten.  I  then  took  the  lap- 
tot,  whofe  name  was  Sagot,  away  with  me, 
and  the  affembly  broke  up  and  retired,  with- 
out faying  a  word.  The  Lord  of  Baquelle 
himfelf,  did.  not  require  more,  and  he  came 
with  my  people  to  attend  me  to  my  tent. 

I  had  but  feventeen  laptots  remaining  of 
my  crew,   and  four  of  them  were  dilabled ; 
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for  when  the  vcffel  was  wrecked^  and  the 
men  were  endeavouring  to  fave  the  powder, 
a  barrel  containing  tour  pouads  blue  upiiiifii|^, 
deck.  The  man  who  had  \t  m  hia  h3tJ^ 
was  fo  defperately  wouhded  that  he  died  Htm 
next  day,  and  the  bodies  of  the  three  otheft 
that  were  near  him,  were  fo  miferably  fcQVfflt'^ 
ed  that  only  one  of  them  recovercir.  [Mf 
other  laptots  were  with  Scipio  to  carry^^im 
the  flavc-trade.  I  had  difpatched  a^cAocKr 
to  him  ;  as  likewife  to  M.  Vigneux's  captauU 
and  the  commandant  of  the  King's  ihip^^i^ 
led  the  Bienfaifant.  ...  I 
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night.  They  told  me  that  they  had  feen  my 
veflel ;  that  the  Saracolets  having  entirely 
plundered  her  and  taken  away  all  her  rig- 
ging, there  was  now  no  remedy  for  my  mis- 
fortune ;  that  I  (hould  rather  look  to  my  per- 
fonal  fafety,  fince  I  was  ftill  left  at  liberty ; 
their  floop,  they  delired  me  to  obfcrve,  was 
well  armed  ;  they  wqre  going,  they  faid,  to 
take  the  merchandize  which  1  had  left  on 
board  Mambao,  and  they  advifed  mc  to  en- 
deavour by  all  means  to  embark  with  them. 
I  followed  their  advice.  In  aho.ut  two  hours 
I  reached  Mambao's  veiTeL  The  guard,  who 
law  me  going  out,  did  not  oppofc  my  paf- 
fage  ;  perhaps  becaufc  they  confidered  me  as 
too  weak  to  attempt  an  efcape,  perhaps 'alfo 
the  confidcration  and  refpecl  which  they  pay 
to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  might  deter  them 
from  ofFerins;  violence  to  a  man  who  had  be- 
longed  to  him.  Whatever  were  their  rea- 
fons,  I  reached  the  banks  of  the  river  without 
meeting  any  molcflation,  and  from  thence 
got  aboard  Mamb^io.  In  the  evening  I  em- 
barked with  my  merchandize.  We  kept  on 
during  the  whole  night,  and  on  the  7th,  about 
nine   o'clock   in   the  morning,   reached  the 

Qj.  veficl 


2$Z 


VOYAGE5TO'THB> 


vcfiel  which   was    under,  th^  command  oPi 
Bafca.  ' 

If  any  other  reafon,  except  the  neceflity  o| 
a  fhipwreck,  had  conduced  me  toBaquelleiS^ 
fliould  have  confidered  with  pleafure  the  fight 
of  this  place.  The  ilrei;U  of  ih^  v^>tltfgiisif$f^ 
wide  and  ftraight,  the  hutfi  ve  ^[qfiftg^ 
furrounded  with  great  courts,^  and  ajie.6|]0i||j| 
all  terraced.  The  gardens  are  beautiftfl j||(|| 
well  fituated ;  thej  offer  to  the  viewnldqite 
the  river,  the  mpft  agreeable  pf  pTC^fieAb 
This  village  i$  ftrong.  It  contjuiiLS  ^IntRti 
three  thoufand  Inhabitants ;  and  if  one  raaj*^ 
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weight  of  gun-powder.  Three  fefolute  lap- 
tots  (among  whom  was  Sagot)  had  been  the 
companions  of  his  flight.  Two  of  thefe  lap- 
tots  were  Saracolets.  They  had  concealed  the 
cloth  in  their  knapfacks,  and  MafTe,  who  was 
a  dextrous  fellow,  had  obtained  from  the  Lord 
of  Baquelle  permiffion  to  follow  me,  by  iafi- 
liuating  to  that  prince,  that  lince  I  was  no 
longer  in  his  power,  he  would  do  well  to  per- 
mit him  to  join  me ;  that  this  action  on  the 
part  of  the  prince  would  appeafe  my  rcfent- 
ment,  and  that  as  I  was  ignorant  of  the  ne- 
gro language,  and  that  as  he  (Mafle)  ferved 
ipe  as  interpreter,  the  prince  could  not  fall 
upon  a  better  nieans  to  make  me  forgive  and 
forget  the  paft.  Mafle  did  not  lofe  his  pains ; 
and  fcarceiy  had  he  obtained  this  permiflion, 
than  without  mentioning  to  any  perfon  his 
intended  departure,  he  repaired  to  my  boat, 
which  the  people  of  the  country  imagined 
belonged  to  Mamboa,  and  with  all  pofliblc 
diligence  embarked  with  the  merchandize 
above  mentioned.  Scarcely  had  he  fet  fail, 
when  he  was  purfued  from  •  the  village  of 
Baquelle  by  a  body  of  men,  who  fired  upon 
him,  but  were  too  late  to  prevent  his  efcape. 

He 
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He  reached  the  middle  of  the  river;  ij^jfediii 
the  whole  night  without  encoQntpmig  2Stf 
danger.  ,       ' 

Mafle,  on  his  arrival  on  board  tBe  vtSel  tt 
Bafca,  made  enquiry  after  the  King^s-ftip; 
and  having  learnt  that  it  was  at  no  grdii  dif* 
tance,  he  propoled  to*  me  to  embark  abdatrd 
the  lx)at  in  order  to  overtake  hen  Recover- 
ing  flowly  from  the  cruel  malady  under  Wbich 
I  laboured,  and  having  no  time  to  recniil!  tJaj 
force,  depreffed  by  the  confequeoces'of  my 
fhipwrcck,  and  worn  out  by  the  continual  dis- 
putes at  Baquelle,  and  the  ^tigues  ctf  ttrjr 
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many  evils  united,  if  I  had  refufed  to  follow 
his  advice. 

I  embarked  with  him  in  the  night,  having 
no  more  than  the  three  laptots  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned.  My  fwivels  were  in  order, 
mounted  upon  the  gun-wale  of  the  boat,  and 
charged,  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  My  people 
were  all  armed,  each  with  a  double  barrelled 
mulket,  and  I  proceeded,  confiding  entirely  in 
their  care.  We  were  thirty-feven  hours  under 
fail.  I  arrived  on  the  14th,  at  feven  in  the 
morning,  and  went  on  board  the  Bienfiiirant, 
commanded  by  Thcvcnot,  a  wealthy  inhabi- 
tant of  Senegal. 

My  bodily  pains  were  embittered  by  the  af- 
flidlions  of  my  mind.  My  veflel  was  aban- 
doned on  the  territory  of  thc.Saracolets ;  my 
merchandize  was  difpcrfcd  up  and  down  the 
river  ;  part  of  it  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  Sene- 
galian  negroes,  fhonld  Scipio  leave  the  place 
he  was  at  in  order  to  come  to  Baquelle,  the 
other  part  was  expofed  at  the  houfe  of  the 
lord  of  that  village,  who  confidered  it  as  his 
own  property.  I  had  been  forced  to  leave 
twelve  negroes  on  board  Mjimbao.  .  This 
man  might  pofiibly  deceive  me,  and  get  them 
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fetzed  by  the  princes  of  the  couotry  for  a  per^ 
fonal  reward-  I  kuew  Mambao  to  be  an  art- 
ful aad  determined  robber ;  I  had  dete^fled  him 
in  purloining  and  carrying  on  board  many  of 
my  effefts.  He  had  even  carried  off  my 
Moorifh  habit,  and  a  iheet  ;  and  I  had  every 
thing  to  apprehend  from  his  want  of  honefty* 
The  only  things  then,  that  I  could  confider 
in  lafety,  were  the  mufkets  and  the  guinea 
blue?  that  1  had  left  aboard  with  Bafca ;  it  wa* 
all  I  could  hope  to  preferve  from  the  wrecl^ 
of  my  vefleh 
^^jThevenot,  however,  endeavoured  by    His 
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and  avoid  the  flioals,  which  are  frequent  in  the 
riven  Not  with  ftanding  his  inceffant  care  j 
together  with  the  experience  pf  the  boatlwaih, 
who  was  then  on  his  forty-fifth  Voyage,  sind 
the  uninterrupted  labour  of  the  laptots,  w^ 
made  but  little  way.  In  one  place  it  was'i£ 
fand  "  bank  which  prevented  our  paffage,  in 
another  trunks  of  trees,  which  had  been  fwcpt 
away  by  the,c\^rrents,  impeded  our  progrcfs  ; 
fbmetimes  one  obflacle,  fbmetimes  another* 
To  complete  our  misfortunes,  when  we  ar- 
rived at  Saldee,  we  were  informed  that  a  party 
of  the  Poules  were  determined  to  ftop  the 
convoy.  This  intelligence  induced  Thcvcnot 
to  depart  immediately,  without  ftaying  to  take 
any  millet  on  board.  We  touched  the  ground 
at  the  paffage  of  the  grand  canal,  ten  leagues 
below  Saldee.  The  Poules  who  had  feen  us, 
came  to  wait  for  us  near  the  rock  of  Gdioul 
de  Diabbe  ;  they  hoped  to  furprife  us  here ; 
but  when  we  founded  the  two  channels  which 
run  through  this  rock,  every  one  fet  to  work, 
and  we  foon  difengaged  ourfelves.  The  cap- 
tain had  taken  care  to  put  the  cargo  "and 
trunks  on  a  point  of  the  rock  which  rifes  tn 
the  middle  of  the  river,  nor  could  the  Poolds 

get 
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get  at  it  to  plunder.  We  loft,  however,  the 
fmdl  quantity  of  millet,  which  according 
to  cuftom,  is  generally  left  on  the  Moorilh 
coaft,  to  lighten  the  vefTel  when  near  this  dan- 
gerous paflage.  The  Bienfaifant  was  the  firft 
vefle!  which  returned  ;  but  we  were  not  with- 
out fears  for  the  reft  ;  we  difpatched  an  e!x- 
prcfs  by  land,  to  inform  the  remainder  of  the 
coitv6y  of  the  mcafures  which  had  been  taken 
to  attabk  andfurprize  them  :  but  thismeflcn- 
ger,  who  was  one  of  the  tribe  of  the  Poules, 
was'better  pleafsd  to  ftop  near  the  rock,  and 
fhard'in  tht  plunder  of  the  convoy,  than  to 
warn' the  vcftcls  of  the  danger.  Why  then, 
it  may  be  faid,  employ  a  meflenger  of  this 
natioH  ?  The  reafon  was,  that  this  man  had 
his  family  fettled  in  the  colony,  was  defirous 
to  fix  himfelf  there,  and  that  any  other  ran 
the  rilk  of  being  ftoppcd  in  the  country.  We 
received  no  news  from  our  companions,  nor 
did  we' fee  any  of  the  convoy,  which  made 
us  fear  that  the  whole  had  been  flopped.  We 
were  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  whole 
forces  of  the  Poules  were  not  capable  of  op- 
pofing  the  Senegalians  uniied.  Their  fpirit 
and  bravery  fufficiently  enfured  the  freedom 

of 
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df  their  perfons ;  but  the  veffels  could  not 
pofEbly  have  efcaped being  taken,  if  thePoules 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  throwing  trunks 
of  trees  acrofs  the  paflages,  near  the  rock ;  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  every  thing  was  to  be  dreaded  ; 
befides  the  captains  of  the  veffels  having  no 
fufpicion,  and  relying  on  the  faith  of  treaties, 
were  not  returning  in  company.  Six  hun- 
dred Senegalians  would  have  foon  fcoured  the 
river,  and  the  Poulcs,  though  in  thoufands, 
never  would  have  ventured  coming  to  aftion 
with  fuch  a  body  of  colonifts.  The  cannon- 
ade from  the  (hipping  muft  have  made  them  re- 
treat, and  landing  upon  the  banks  of  the  river, 
the  Senegaliaii  negroes,  accuftomed  to  arms, 
would  have  foon  put  to  flight  fo  daftardly  a 
people. 

After  having  got  clear  of  many  fand  banks, 
we  ftruck  again  on  that  of  Haliburum.  It 
then  became  neceflary  to  lighten  the  veffcl, 
and  we  employed  half  the  day  in  that  buii- 
nefs.  At  night  we  favv  the  boat  of  the  Paul, 
Captain  St.  Jean.  He  had  been  attacked  at 
the  rock,  but  as  his  veffcl  drew  but  little 
water,  and  his  crew  was  numerous,  he  paffed 
without  lofs.     He   informed  me  that  Scipio, 
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the  <)ay  after  xny  depart ure^  had  arrived  ;^ 
Baquelk ;  chat  he  bad  weighted  my  vc0tl| 
laved  my  cargo,  and  would  Iboii  be  wkh  u& 
On  the  Jith  of  Deceoibcr  he  arrived  zt 
DoumoiiSy  tlie  general  rej\dezvous  of  the  coa- 
voyon  their  return  fronaGalam, 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  my  courier 
at  Tamboucanee,  Scipio  depofited  his  mer- 
chandize on  board  the  di^ereat  Sene^diaa 
veiTcls,  and  putting  a  ilup  to  hii  trafficp  came 
off  with  his  laptots  in  the  boat.  At  Cottcrat 
he  was  laformed  '  had  left  Baquelk ;  and  al* 
thou^gh  he  w^5  taid  he  could  never  l^^^S^jft 
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any  eflential  fervice,  vnlefs  my  (hip  was  firfl: 
cleared  from  the  rocks ;  that  by  means  of  repair- 
ing the  vefTel,  he  might  cxpeditioufly  tranf- 
port  his  troops  were  the  war  required  them ; 
that  his  neighbours  and  the  governors  of  the 
different  provinces  would  by  this  means  be 
taught  to  hold  him  in  greater  fear,  and  learn 
to  refpeA  his  authority  ;  that  Sirman  himfelf 
would  fbon  return  to  his  duty,  particularly 
when  he  ihould  perceive  that  the  Senegalian 
laptots  were  united  againft  him  to  bring  him 
to  fubmiflion.      Thefe  meafures  were  ap- 
proved by  the  prmce ;  and  Scipio,  in  order  to 
bring  about  his  defigns,  recovered  the  cordage 
which  the  Saracolets  had  taken  away ;  and 
with  their  afliftance  fucceeded,  after  much 
labour,  in  heaving  down  the  veffel  upon  the 
fiind.     He  then  requeftcd  the  gi^and  Fouquet 
to  reftore  him  his  laptots,   who  being  more 
expert  in  naval  matters  than  the  Saracolets^ 
would  facilitate  the  repairs  of  the  veffel  while 
the  convoy  remained  ;  a  thing  impoilibte  to 
eSkGt  after  their  departure  for  Senegal.     The 
Lord  of  Baquelle  received  an  order,  and  let  the 
laptots  go. With  their  afliftance,  Scipio  turned 
the  Ihip  keel  upwards  ;  and  feveral  Senega- 
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lian  vcffels,  among  the  reft  the  Moor,  com- 
ing by,  he  borrowed  a  fufficiciit  number  of 
laptots,  got  her  upright  a^in,  after  having 
repaired  the  damage  her  keel  hod  fuffered, 
difmiffed  the  Saracolets^  who  had  been  very 
ufeful  to  him,  and  made  towards  BaqueUe* 
Being  called  upon  to  fulfil  his  engagements 
by  the  grand  Fouquet»  he  replied,  that  if  the 
Fouquet  was  king  on  land,  Sciplo  was  mo- 
narch on  the  river ;  that  he  was  ready  for 
battle  ;  and  that  a  Senegalian^  bearing  the  title 
of  Frenchman,  could  never  think  of  becoming 
a  flave  to  a  negro  king.    The  veflel  no  longer 
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to  make  a  defccnt  in  order  to  fet  his  village 
on  fire,  and  to  carry  off  whatever  fliould  come 
in  his  vvray.  He  called  to  recoHeftion  the 
check  which  the  grand  Fouquet  had  received 
ieven  years  before  :  when  that  prince  hav- 
ing iicwly  mounted  ffis  throne,  and  being 
vaiii  of  his  power,  endeavoured  to  flop  a  con- 
voy. He  had  12,000  men  under  arms,  and 
was  beaten  by  Scipio  at  the  head  800  men 
of  the  colony.  On  that  emergency,  the 
captain,  though  a  flave,  was  recognized  as 
general,  and  burnt  and  entirely  deflroycd  the 
viUage.  The  king  himfdf  had  fallen  into  his 
hands,  but  Scipio,  fatisfied  with  his  vidory, 
had  generoqfly  reflored  him  without  ran- 
fom.  A  man  who  is  confidered  as  invincible, 
who  has  never  been  vanquifhed,  who  is  look- 
ed upon  by  thofe  under  his  command  as  well 
as  by  his  enemies  as  a  hero,  is  capable  of  exe- 
cuting an  enterprize  that  another  would  not 
undertake  with  double  the  forpc ;  and  accord- 
ingly the  old  Amadi  would  not  expofe  his 
village  to  deflru£tion,  and  being  befides  at  fri- 
mity  with  the  Fouquet,  to  whom  he  had  re- 
fufed  to  deliver  up  the  merchandize,  he 
thought  fit  to  capitulate.     He  gave  back  the 
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goods  of  which  I  had  taken  an  account  in 
writing,  and  reftored  bt: (ides,  two  barrels  of 
gull  powder  of  an  hundred  pounds  weight  each, 
which  J  had  not  recolk£ted  to  fet  down,  and 
which  lie  took  for  barrels  of  flour. 

The  Senegal  captains  were  not  inclined  to 
expofe  their  failors  in  my  behalf,  but  thofc 
brave  fellows,  accuftonned  to  fight  under  the 
command  of  Scipio,  and  acknowledging  no 
other  leader  but  him,  could  not  reconcile  to 
themfelves  the  idea  of  abandoning  him.  Be- 
fides  they  had  hopes  of  plunder  in  attacking 
the  villap^e  of  Ranuelle.    and    thev   helieved 
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difciplincd  troops  that  tremblingly  advanced 
againft  him.  Without  lofs  of  time,  he  con* 
tinued  his  way  as  far  as  Yfanne^  therefidence 
of  the  principal  miniftier  of  the  Almamy  of 
the  Poules.  This  man  .informed  him  that 
the  Tampfirs,  diflatisfied  with  the  diftribution 
of  the  duties  made  by  the  Almamy,  were  af- 
fembled  together,  that  forming  a  numerouB 
body  they  waited  at  the  rock  for  the  return 
of  the  veflels.  Scipio  determined  anew  eithel: 
to  conquer  or  to  die.  He  diipatched  feveral 
exprefles  to  the  other  (hips  of  the  convoy  to 
prevail  on  theiti  not  to  fall  but  in  a  body,  in 
order  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  Poules.  As 
his  veffel  drew  too  much  water  to  wait  for 
the  convoy,  he  determined  to  fail  prepared  for 
every  event.  His  defign  was  to  make  hifnfelf 
mafter  of  the  paffage,  to  refift  at  that  poft 
every  attempt  of  the  enemy,  and  to  wait 
there  the  arrival  of  the  convoy.  He  hoped^ 
with  the  affiftance  of  the  failors  from  Sene- 
gal, to  repel  the  combined  force  of  the  Poules, 
and  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the  loffes  of  the 
voyage  by  the  captures  made  on  this  people ; 
but  circtiniftinces  changed  his  refolution. 
His  crew   were  confiderably  diminilhed  ;  he 
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had  loft  five  men  j  and  I  had  taken  with  methfoc, 
together  with  a  gourmet ;  which  (if  wc  com* 
prchend  andther  kft  at  Galam,  toaflift  in  re- 
pairing the  fort)  deprived  him  of  the  aid  of 
ten  of  his  men;  there  remained  Only  twenty* 
two  on  board,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were 
fo  r<?duced  by  the  fatigue  attendant  on  fo  dan* 
gcfous  a  voyage,  that  little  dependence  couM 
be  placed  on  their  affiftance.  In  this  dilcroma 
he  armed  the  negroes  he  had  retaken  on 
board  of  Mambao  i  and  as  they  were  his 
countrymen,  that  is,  from  Baabarn,  he  found 
fio  difficulty  in  determinmg  them  to  fight,  in 
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part  of  7  the- channel  which  he  judged  toK  be 
dcepeftk  ' 

When  arrived  near  the  itodc^  hefaw  both 
fides  of  the  river  lined  with  an  ioaumerable 
muteitude  of  Poules^  fhouting  with  joy^  and  ' 
preparing  to  oppofe  his  paiikge;  He  remain- 
edf  accordiiig  to  his  firft  intention,  the  whole 
day  inai6live  on  board ;  at  night  he, founded 
the  channel^  found  4here  wasafootlefa  wateif 
than  the  veflel  drew. 

At  dayrli^ht  he  retired  inta  the  ward* 
room  from  whence  he  heard  the  Foutes  .cry- 
ing fromfhore, **  Scipio,thoii  canftno longer 
eicape  from  our  hands,  thou  fhall  come  among 
us  to  plant  piftaccio  nuts/*  He  was  un^deter- 
mined  what  part  to  a6L  His  courage  Urged 
him  to  the  battle,  but  he  had  not  men  enough 
to  enable  him  to  go  on  ihore  and  repel  hi? 
enemies,  timorous  it  is  true,  but  in  great 
numbers.  The  convoy  was  at  a' great  dif* 
tance  from  him,  and  he  could  not  bear  to  re- 
main longer  in  a  (late  of  inaction.  Mei  Iffid 
recourfe  then  to  ilratagem,  and  fucdeeded^ 
At  fun-fet,  after,  having  obferVed  this  fpot 
where  the  Tampfirs  that  Commanded  the 
Poules  were  Rationed,  hefwam  onlhorewith 
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a  fabre  ftack  in  his  girdle,  and  his  mulket  oa 
his  head,  accompanied  by  tweU^e  of  hiscre^, 
He  attacked  the  Poules,  who  inlkntlv  Bed, 
and  took  prifoncrsr,  fir  princes^  who  were  not 
able  to  make  their  efcapc.  He  tlicn  obliged 
them  to  fwim  to  the  veflHaiid^pM?4heiii  m 
irons.  '  -/.'joia  o]    -"/-; 

The  next  morning  the  P<kitc»- 
that  feveral  of  their  chiefs  weib 
fent  a  man  aboard ;  Scipio  flie^^lli^ 
to  their  mefTenger,  and  defirtNl^'ftiiii!  Of  ia- 
form  the  Tampfirs^  that  if  thef  ttidlSkati  to 
attack  and  to  moleft  him  in  his  butlMli  he 
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becooaciMS dupe.is  jA\c  fame  thing.  Scipio 
therefore  refufed :  to  hearken  to  their  re- 
qxUAw .  But  he  allured  them,  thgt  if .  he  was 
sot  mdieiljed^  h^f  would  Uberate  the  prifoners 
as  ibon  as  he  pafled  the  rock ;  aiid  this  afTu- 
lancc  (atisfied  the  Poules,  who  permitted 
him  to  proceed  without  further  hindrance. 
During  the  courfe  of  two  dzy^  the  water 
lowered  more  and  more  every  day,  and  the 
pa0Ag9  became  lefs  and  lefs  practicable.  la 
order  to  fucceed,  it  was  neceflary  to  lighten 
the  veilel;  but  where  could  the  merchandize 
be  depoiited,  for  the  banks  of  the  river  were 
covered  with  enemies  ?  Thefe  difficulties 
induced  Scipio,  in  order  to  fave  the  (hip,  to 
agree  to  give  the  Tampfirs  thirty  pieces 
of  gilinea-blues,  fourteen  double-barrelled 
mulkets,  fourteen  barrels  of  gun  powder, 
and  ten  fuiils  of  the  better  kind.  As  a  furety 
for  the  performance  of  the  capitulation, 
he  required  that  the  fon  of  the  Tamplir  who 
commanded  the  troops,  ihould  be  put  into  his 
hands  :  this  was  inftantly  complied  with ;  and 
the  Poules  thcmfelves  aflifted  him  to  get 
through  this  dangerous  paffage.  Scipio  might 
have  waited  for  the  convoy  ;  but  he  thought 

it 
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it  better,  by  this  flight  facrifice  to  favc  a  fhip, 
which  he  had  prefer ved  with  lo  much  diffi* 
culty,   and  which  would   have  periflted   in- 
evitably if  the  arrival  of  the  convoyttaJtlMUfli 
delayed  three  dayft  lorigen  -i^  »o  itdlmiil 

.  Thefe  multiplied  misfortuifesiloill  ^QiMiudii) 
whole  profit  of  my'  traffic.  Of  nljr'ibuiafjgill 
merchandize  all  that  was  faved  wastaboarv^fiai 
pieces  of  bad  guinea-blues^  X2  riegndeR(/li|)fQ|l 
drachms  of  gold,  906  pounds  of  ivAry^^  o^mit 
56  caiks  of  millet.  I  had  got  a  gfett  qtnttof 
of  ivory,  but  it  had  been  taken  firomi^liwit 
Baquelle,  together  with  my  trunk. 
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eight  princes  in  irons  on  board,  was  obliged 
to  carry  them  on  (hore.  They  had  taken  ad- 
vantage of  his  fituation  to  plunder  him  of  his 
merchandize,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  capture  of  thofe  men,  to  in- 
demnify his  loflfes.  Certainly  cuftoms  of  this 
nature  are  fo  much  the  more  unjufl,  as  the 
natives  of  the  country  take  advantage  of  them 
to  plunder  the  European  veffels  who  trade  in 
thofe  parts  ;  the  profit  which  the  governors 
derive  from  thofe  abufes,  is  the  reafon  that 
they  remain  unremedied.  They  are  paid  by 
the  negro  princes,  who  reimburfe  themfelvcs 
an  hundred  fold  by  the  plunder  of  the  veffels 
of  thofe,  who  on  the  faith  of  treaties,  expofc 
themfelves  to  the  dangers  of  this  trade. 

We  remained  fix  days  at  Doumons,  wait- 
ing for  the  convoy.  We  had  difpatched 
feveral  couriers  to  obtain  intelligence  ;  but  no 
convoy  appeared.  A  marabou  was  the  only 
perfon,  who,  in  telling  us  our  fortune,  affured 
us  that  it  would  foon  make  its  appearance. 
This  fame  marabou,  about  a  fortnight  before 
the  event,  foretold  that  I  fhould  fee  my  fhip 
and  Scipio,  but  that  he  would  have  encoun- 
tered a  great   many  difTicuIties.     Notwitfa- 

ftanding 
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inhabitants  could  fave,  were  his  flaves ;  a  very 
ilender  compenfation  for  the  misfortunes  of 
the  voyage,  and  the  lofs  of  the  bark. 

The  convoy  was  faved  by  a  miracle.   Their 
capitulation  at  the  rock  coft  but  little,  for  in 
confequence  of  fome  heavy  rains  that  had 
fallen,  there  were  five  feet  and  a  half  of  water 
in  the  river  when  they  arrived  at  the  paffage, 
were  eight  days  before  there  were  but  three ; 
but  for  this  fortunate  circumftance  the  con- 
voy would  have  been  loft ;   the  Senegalian^ 
muft  have  been  under  the  neceffity  of  re- 
turning by  land,   and  with  the  veffels,  muft 
have  been  given  up  the  millet,   the  negroes, 
and  the  merchandize.    Such  a  difafter  would 
have  plunged  the  colony  into  extreme  diftrefs ;  ^ 
Is  thefe  craft  are  neceffary  during  the  whole 
year  for  che  purpofc  of  procuring  the  necef- 
fary millet  for  their  fubfiftencc.     An  event  of 
this  nature,  is  fufficient  to  contradia  the  falfc 
reports  of  thbfe  writers  who  reprefcnt  this 
country  as  abounding  in  every  neceffary  of 
life. 

The  marquis  of  Beccaria  had  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  governor,  commandant  of  the  fort 
Podor  in  the  room  of  M.  Duchozel.     He 

arrived 
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arrived  the  day  on  which  I  appeared  bdfom 
that  place,  and  informed  mc  of  the  death  of 
the  younger  Floquet,  and  of  feveral  other 
whites,  who  fell  viftuns  to  thc^eaFBl^^ 
climate.  This  youn^  man  ^^''iikuSml^ 
regretted  by  the  negroes,  ei{>eclally 
who,  as  well  as  myfelf,  was  fincCffcQP 
to  him.  M.  Dochozel  embarked  it^AH, 
as  likewife  did  the  company's  z^tik^ifbadBtL 
The  latter  would  not  ^ncccA^mmH^a^ 
pany's  vefTels,  and  1  received  Hihi^^^ 
count  of  his  fituaition,  notwithifaLnldi^  lU 
injuries  I  had  fufferecTfrom  the  iKreftM^i 
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being  at  the  diflance  of  200  toifes  from  the 
river,  may,  in  cafe  of  hoftihties  with  the 
Poules^  eafiiy  be  cut  off"  from  the  water.  It  is 
confcquently  of  no  utility,  fince  it  caa 
neither  protcfl:  the  veffels  that  pafs  the  river, 
nor  be  relieved  by  them.  The  unwholefome- 
iiels  of  the  air  is  occafioned  by  the  furround- 
ing  fwamps,  which  are  fcarcely  ever  dried 
up.  It  would  be  therefore,  an  impofition  on 
the  public  to  join  M*  Adanfon  in  his  praife  of 
this  part  of  the  world,  fince  wood,  water, 
and  the  other  necef&ries  of  life,,  are  only  to 
be  procured  by  fending  for  them  at  a  great 
diflance  up  the  country. 

The  fever  which  had  left  me,  returned  on 
my  arrival  at  Senegal.  I  had  loA  the  com- 
panion of  my  fortunes.  Every  body,  that  is, 
all  the  French  at  the  colony,  confidered  me 
as  a  madman.  The  governor  hinifelf  was 
imprefled  with  that  idea  although  he  had 
never  feen  me.  It  is  true  that  I  was  fo  ab- 
forbed  in  the  rejedion  of  paft  misfortunes, 
that  I  would  not  even  fpeak  to  a  white.  I 
was  never  of  their  parties,  and  confidered 
them  with  a  kind  of  horrojc.  The  many  in- 
ilances  oi  their  difhoneiV  conduct  had  made; 

then\ 


ail   vvnich  I  was  com 
elded   partner  in  the 
reft  of  the  world,  I  b. 
the  6th   of  February. 
mined  to  return  to  Fr 
►  of  my  health,   which  t 
and  painful  a  voyage  ha 
as  I  ftoodin  great  need  c 
the  conclufion  of  my  afH 
£aivourable  to  my  interel 
opportunity  of  embarkir 
fearing  the  frequent  infur 
air  aboard  the  flave  fhipi 
to  go  by  way  of  the  ^^ 
thele  cifcumflances,  Cap 
fon  of  Havre,  commander 
had  l^n  repaired,  (and 
ing  a    month/ at  (^^^ — 
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gum  fMps,  which  had  not  yet  arrived. 
There  w^r€  not,  indeed,  as  yet  any  accounts 
deceived  of  ihips  fitted  out  from  Fr^iice  for 
that  moft  lucrative  branch  bf  commerce.  At  - 
length,  on  the  twenty-fixth,  we  paffed  the 
bar,  and  on  this  occafion  I  had  a  convincing 
J^roof  of  the  negroes  attachtnent  to  niy  per- 
fon.  They  came  to  condudl  me^  and  while 
the  vcflel  was  going  over  that  dangerous 
paiTage,  ftood  naked  on  the  dedk  ready  to 
riCk  all  to  fave  me  in  cafe  of  accident.  I 
wanted  to  reward  their  zeal,  but  they  refufed 
to  take  any  thing  either  from  me  or  from  the 
captain. 

About  eleven  o^clock  we  got  out  to  fea, 

and  the  next  day  at  eight  in  the  morningi 

anchored  in   the   harbour  of  Goree.     This 

ifland  is  only  a  defert  rock,  and  totally  un-» 

produdlive.      There  are,    however,    a ,  few 

.  gardens  which  furnifli  a  little  f?llad.     It  is 

.de{l;itute  of  water,   although  indeed  there  are 

three  fmall  fprings  on  the  mountain,   which 

;  are  guarded  with  great  care,   refer ved  for  the 

commandant,   and  furnilh  water  only  for  his 

ufe.   The  commandaiits  are  often  fo  inhuman 

as  to  refufe  water  to  their  countrymen,  even 

S  when 
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when  they  have  more  than  they  hare  occi- 
fiou  for  thcmfelves.  They  prefer  employing | 
it  to  wafli  their  linen^  or  letting  it  run  tOj 
wafle,  rather  than  give  themfelves  thttrooUe 
of  anfwering  felicitations,  or,  as  they  pretoidr 
rather  than  excite  the  jcalouiy  of  the  kkhabi- 
tints*  Both  whites  and  blacks  are  ihtr^om 
obliged  to  procure  their  water  from  Dacal^  « 
village  in  the  neighbourhood/  or  frcxn  otlwc 
places,  according  to  the  deftination  of -die 
vefTds.  This  water,  fetched  in  caiks,  has 
always  a  very  naufeous  tafte,  and  after  the 
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fary  to  go  from  thirty  to  forty  leagues  along 
the  coaftk  There  were  feveral  lhip3  in  the 
harbour,  and  among  the  reft  one  from  Hon- 
fleur,  which  had  loft  all  her  crew  by  licknefs, 
excepting  the  captain  and  fecond  mate. 

Captain  Clouct  Dubuiflbn,  according  to 
-his  inftruftions,  wiftied  to  take  in  wax  and 
.  ivory,  but  fome  days  after  his  arrival  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  fail ;  he  then  refigned  the 
command  of  his  vefTel,  and  embarked  on 
beard  the  Bayonnaife,  a  king's  fhipthat  was 
returning  to  France,  with  the  Count  de  Re- 
pentigny,  who  was  fucceeded  by  the  Chevalier 
de  Boufflers.  This  veffel  was  commanded  by 
M.  Kerpel,  the  fuccefibr  of  Captain  Echouard, 
who  was  drowned  in  attempting  to  pafs  the 
bar  of  Senegal,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
negro  laptots. 

.  According  to  the  arrangement  which  I 
had  made  with  the  houfe  I  ^had  quitted^  I 
was  to  receive  my  payments  out  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Furet ;  as  this  fhip  was  not  to  return 
to  France,  I  was  obliged  to  go  back  to  Sene- 
.  gal  ;  the  misfortune  which  happened  to  M. 
de  la  Echouard,  the  lofs  of  two  (hips  belong- 
ing to  the  company  upon  the  fame  bar,  de- 

S  2  tcrred 
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tcrrcd  mc  from  taking  flipping;  and  as 
air  of  Goree  had  reftored  me  to  health  and 
ftrength^    I   determined   to    undertake    the 
journey  by  land.  :^ 

The  Furet  had  hardly  fet  fall  hefore  I  ob^ 
ferved  on  Ihore  a  failor  of  a  very  fufpicious 
appearance.  Having  him  feized  by  the  ne* 
grocs,  and  brought  before  the  commandant, 
he  acknowledged,  that  he  had  concealed 
himfelf,  in  order  to  aixid  being  an  accompEcc 
in  the  depredations  Committed  by  a  Bermn* 
diati  velTel,  that  under  pretext  of  taking  in 
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Had  an  engagement  taken  place,  it  is  even 
probable  that  (he  would  have  come  off  with 
the  worft,  for  the  Bermudian*s  crew  confifted 
of  fixty  men  of  determined  refolution,  and 
ihe  mounted  fix  howitzers  and  twelve  twenty- 
four  pounders.  She  was  an  excellent  failer, 
and  had  repulfed  two  Portiiguefe  frigates  who 
had  given  her  chace  on  the  coaft  of  Brafil. 

I  fet  off  from  Goree  the  9th  of  April,  in 
the  evening,  and  arrived  at  Dacar,  where  I 
put  up  for  the  night  at  the  houfe  of  the  ma- 
rabou of  the  village  ;  next  morning  I  fet  out 
upon  my  journey,  efcorted  by  his  fon,  and  a 
negro  of  Senegal  named  Wally.  I  had  an 
Arabian  horfe  that  I  very  feldom  rode,  being 
accompanied  by  the  elder  Floquet,  who  had 
been  to  Goree  in  the  Bayonnaife.  We  arriv- 
ed on  the  14th  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  after  a  journey  of  five  days,  con- 
ftantly  fleeping  in  the  open  air,  walking  along 
the  fea  Ihore,  and  broiling  under  a  burning 
fun.  It  was  too  late  to  enter  the  colony, 
neverthelefs  Saerguy,  one  of  our  gourmets  in 
the  Galam  voyage,  carried  me  thither  in  his 
canoe,  unperceived  by  the  centinels. 

My  health  was  vifibly  mending,  and  this 
S3  ■         journey 
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journey  far  fropi  weakening  had  re-eftablifti- 
ed  my  ftrength.      I  was  determined  then  to^ 
remain  at  Senegal  to  tfade  on  mf  oWn  bot- 
tom ;  I  was  defirous  of  coming  to  terms  with 
the  elder  Floquet,  and  I  acceded  todifadvan- 
tagcous  conditions  to  cffeft  it ;   however,  he|J 
ftiU  procraftinated  af&irS|   which  compelledr. 
me,  in  order  to  draw  fomething  from  him,  icK 
embark   on  board  the  Efpe ranee  of  1' Orient^ 
belonging  to   Mcflrs*  Lavuyfle,  Puchelberg, 
and  Co.  Captain  Everard  of  Dunkirk,  icbm^ 
mander.     This  veflfel  was  come  on  a  partieii-^ 
lar  commiflion  from  France,  for  the  purdiaie 
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bility.  I  had  (hipped  800  falted  cow-hides. 
The  negroes  carried  me  over  the  bar  in  the 
company's  boat.  The  diredors  had  objecled 
to  hire  it  to  me  for  that  purpofe ;  but  they 
were  obliged  to  confent,  for  the  negroes  ob- 
ftinately  refufed  to  work  for  them  but  on 
condition  of  firft  conduflins:  me  on  board  the 
Efperance.  Scipio  infifted  fo  forcibly  that 
they  were  obliged  to  fubmit.  He  accompa- 
nied me  himfelf,  and  would  not  quit  me  till 
he  faw  me  fafe  on  board. 

One  may  fay  with  great  truth,  that  if  the 
company  is  detefted  in  the  colony,  they  merit 
it  in  every  refpeft.  After  all  the  fervice  that 
I  had  gratuitoufly  rendered  thein,  this  laft 
trait  proves  in  what  degree  of  eftimation  the 
diredlors  are  to  be  held  ;  and  if  this  commerce 
ceafe  to  be  exclufive,  I  ftill  hope  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  teftify  before  I  die,  the  warm 
fenfe  I  entertain  of  their  condudt  towards 
me. 

We  weighed  anchor  two  hours  after  I 
came  on  board,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1786. 
The  voyage  though  long  was  profperous.  I 
entirely  recovered  my  health  on  the  paflage, 

S  4  and 
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and   arrived  at  rOrient  the  23d  of  Auguft, 
1786* 

Whatever  may  be  my  future  lot,  I  think 
it  can  fcarceiy  be  more  unhappy  than  the  pa&  f 
and  it  is  with  this  hope,  that  refigxmigmTielf 
to  Providence,  I  look  forward  Co  the  peribi 
when  fortune,  wearied  at  laft  with  periocutni|p 
me,  (hall  crowii  niy  honeft  endeavoon 
a  decent  independency. 


PART    THE    THIRD. 


COMMERCE  OF  SENEGAL  AND  GALAM. 

ALTHOUGH  the  nature  of  the  com- 
merce of  Senegal  appears  fo  fimple,  that 
even  thofe  not  bred  to  trade  are  confident  of 
fucceeding  m  it,  it  is  neverthelefs  extremely 
complex,  and  liable  to  a  thoufand  difficulties, 
requiring  not  only  much  experience  in  bufi- 
nefs,  but  likewife  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
mankind.  Whoever  is  not  well  verfed  in 
both  (hould  not  embark  at  all  in  the  Senega- 
lian  traffic.  His  enterprife  would  be  attend- 
ed with  lofs  of  fortune  in  fpite  of  the  moft 
unremitting  induftry. 

It  is  neceflary  to  confider,  that  having  va- 
rious nations  to  deal  with,  fo  many  different 
modes  of  condufl:  are  to  be  followed.  The  vari- 
ous feafons  of  the  year  require  different  opera- 
tions. The  barrennefs  of  the  colony,  and  the 
dangers  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
are  great  impediments  in  the  way  of  trade; 

and 
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and  the  manner  of  traffic  purfued  in  other 
countries  will  not  fucceed  here.  He  who 
confines  himfclf  to  the  colony  alone,  cannot, 
without  extreme  difficulty,  carry  on  a  thriv- 
ing bufinefs.  He  muft  purchafe  the  articles 
of  the  (lave  trade  on  the  river  at  a  high  rate, 
and  difpofe  of  them  to  the  captains  of  vef- 
fels  at  a  fmall  profit.  In  the  profecution  of 
fuch  a  plan,  a  man  would  have  leifurc  to  die 
feveral  times  over  before  he  would  acquire  a 
mvodcrate  fortune.  It  is  neceflary,  therefore, 
for  any  one  who  fettles  in  the  colony  to  trade 
on  an  extenfive  fcale. 

A  trader  at  Senegal,  whether  on  his  own 
bottom,  or  as  factor  for  different  houfes  in 
France,  (hould  be  provided  with  two  fmall 
fchooners,  or  flat-bottomed  boats,  from  20  to 
30  tons  burden,  drawing  from  four  to  fix 
feet  water  v/hen  laden,  and  carrying  fwivels 
and  wall- pieces.  The  perference  is  to  be  given 
toEnglifli  wall-pieces,  which  carry  much  far- 
ther than  French  ones.  They  are  mounted 
upon  proper  flocks,  and  may  be  ufcd  and 
pointed  like  a  mulket. 

The  fwivel  flocks  fhould  be  three  feet  above 
the  deck,  to  leave  room  for  the  barricade,  for 

which 
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which  it  is  effentially  neceflary  to  bring 
planks  from  France,  as  it  can  only  be  fet 
up  at  Senegal,  and  is  indifpenfably  neceflary 
in  the  fcrvice  of  the  riven 

The  cabin  muft  be  fpacious,  in  order  to 
contain^  the  dry  goods,  with  large  lockers  in 
the  form  of  benches.  Great  care  muft  be 
taken  of  the  rigging,  and  provifion  made  of 
two  fpare  fets.  Ifthefefmall  veflcls  were 
copper  (heathed,  it  would  prove  of  great  ad- 
vantage, it  is  the  fureft  way  to  prefervc 
them  from  the  worm,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
three  years  will  deftroy  the  moft  folid  bot- 
toms. The  damage  done  by  the  worm  might 
indeed  be  repaired  were  it  not  for  the  fre- 
quent fcarcity  of  hands  even  at  Senegal,  and 
which  becomes  doubly  difficult,  when  tar  and 
other  articles  neceflary  for  the  paying  of  vef- 
fels  happen  to  run  fliort.  In  fuch  predica- 
ments, opportunities  of  advantage  flip  away, 
for  the  river  is  not  navigable,  unlefs  in  the 
rainy  feafon.  In  order  that  veflels  coming 
from  France  fliould  pafs  the  bar,  the  road 
without  not  being  fafe,  they  fliould  draw  at 
le&fl:  nine  feet  water. 

The  advantage  ariflng  from  fmall  veflels 

is 
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and  the   manner  of  traffic  purCued  in  other 
countries  will  not  fuirceed  here*     He  who 
confines  himfelf  to  the  colony  alone,  cannol,] 
without  extreme  difficulty^  carry  on  a  thriv- 
ing bulinefs.     He  muft  purchafe  the  article] 
of  the  (lave  trade  on  the  river  at  a  high  rate, 
and  difpofe   of  them  to  the  captains  of 
fels  at  a  fmall  profit.     In  the  profecutioii^ 
fuch  a  plan,  a  man  would  have  leifure  to  die 
feveral  times  over  before  he  would  acquire  A 
moderate  fortune.     It  is  neceflfary,  therefefSi 
for  any  one  who  fettles  in  the  coloby  totfilQ 
on  an  extenfivc  fcale.'  —  . 
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which  it  is  eflentially  neceffary  to  bring 
planks  from  France,  as  it  can  only  be  fct 
up  at  Senegal,  and  is  indifpenfably  neceffary 
in  the  fcrvice  of  the  riven 

The  cabin  muft  be  fpacious,  in  order  to 
contain  the  dry  goods,  with  large  lockers  in 
the  form  of  benches.  Great  care  muft  be 
t^kcn  of  the  rigging,  and  provifion  made  of 
two  fpare  fets.  If  thefe  fmall  veffcls  were 
copper  (heathed,  it  would  prove  of  great  ad- 
vantage, it  is  the  fureft  way  to  prefervc 
them  from  the  worm,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
three  years  will  deftroy  the  moft  folid  bot- 
toms. The  damage  done  by  the  worm  might 
indeed  be  repaired  were  it  not  for  the  fre- 
quent fcarcity  of  hands  even  at  Senegal,  and 
which  becomes  doubly  difficult,  when  tar  and 
other  articles  neceflary  for  the  paying  of  vef- 
fels  happen  to  run  fliort.  In  fuch  predica- 
ments, opportunities  of  advantage  flip  away^ 
for  the  river  is  not  navigable^  unlefs  in  the 
rainy  feafon.  In  order  that  veffels  coming 
from  France  fhould  pafs  the  bar,  the  road 
without  not  being  fafe,  they  fhould  draw  at 
Jeaft  nine  feet  water. 

The  advantage  arifing  from  fmall  veflels 

is 
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yond  which  boundary  are  the  Wals  aad  the 
Braes,  nations  formerly  powerful,  but  at  pre- 
fcnt  almoft  favages,  and  ever  expofed  to  the 
incurfions  of  the  negroes,  or  of  their  Moorifh 
neighbours. 

The  nation  of  the  Poules  or  Foulqiies  bie- 
gins  at  Cocq,  a  village  fituated  on  the  poijit'ef 
the  ifle  o£Podor^  two  leagues  below  the  fort, 
'and  terminates  at  Va}idtenta,  comprehending 
an  extent  of  1 60  leagues  along  the  banks  of 
the  river.  The  trade  carried  cmi  with  thcfe 
people  is  very  indonfiderable.  Allthefe  counr 
tries  only  afford  millet  neceflary  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  colony,  tobacco  and  a  imall 
quantity  of  ivory ;  and  incafe  of  war  between 
the  different  nations,  choice  of  excellent 
flaves.  From  Validicnta  to  Galam,  and  even 
beyond,  lies  the  nation  of  the  Saracolets. 
Their  -country  is  a  place  of  advantageous 
traffic.  The  inhabitants  are  brave,  numer- 
ous, atul  in  a  higher  flate  of  civilization  than 
the  other  negroes.  Their  religion  is  partly 
Mahometan,  and  partly  idolatrous.  Great 
-quantities  of  flaves  of  vaiious  countries  of 
Africa,  brought  by  the  caravans,  are  expofed 
here  for  fale.  Here  alfo  much  traffic  is  car- 
ried 
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banks  of  the  river  above  Yafannc,  and  extend 
as  far  as  the  dominion  of  the  Saracolets.  They 
compbfe  in  a  manner  but  one  and  the  fame 
people,  and  are  governed  by  a  prince,  who  by 
right  of  hirth,  is  intitled  to  the  dominion  of 
the  Poules  ;  but  the  priefts  deprived  him  of 
his  crown  and  drove  him  out  of  his  country. 
This  prince  is  a  man  of  courage,  makes  fre- 
quent incurfions  upon  the  territories  of  the 
Poules,  and  difpofes  of  his  captives  to  the 
neighbouring  Moors,  who  bring  them  to  Se- 
negal. They  are  purchafed,  notwithftanding 
the  treaty  made  with  the  Almamy,  import- 
ing that  no  (lave  of  his  nation  fhould  be 
bought;  no  doubt  l^ecaufe  it  is  underflood 
that  this  treaty  does  not  hold  good  but  in  the 
cafe  of  the  convoy  touching  at  his  dominions 
in  the  way  to  Galam. 

From  PodoF  to  Mafon  the  hyppopotamus  is 
found  in  great  abundance.  This  is  a  moft 
ufeful  animal.  Its  flelh,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  is  good  food,  and  its  fat  makes  excel- 
lent foap.  There  is  likewife  in  thefe  cantons 
great  plenty  atnd  variety  of  grain,  which  might 
be  purchafed  at  a  very  low  rate.  The  exclu- 
iive  privilege  of  the  company  proves  the  bane 

of 


oi    trade,    but    from 
j  my  own  experience, 

I  The   articles  procured 

I  jicceffity  in  France,   f 

ftlprfeiUes  fo^p,  an4  the 
li((le]a5  their  original  pi 
jiwVappreh6a(].on  of  lofi 
labQur$,  and  of  feeing  on 
fi4  jcbyr  others,   is  -  the  ,  i 
'bniQCfhe^  of  cpi^merce  gre 
!  .^be  inhabitants  of  the 
Ji^Q^ks^  or;  Foulques,  and 
^QPtipns  y/\fh  whom  trade 
out  going  out  of  Senegjtl 
.four  different  ways ;  the  < 
xyrcafions  a  farther  variat 
.tb^le. Several  nations,  ace 
-pte^Cf  require  DaT+'«^-^- 


COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


273 


guets,  bufinefs  cannot  be  tranfafted  with 
them,  but  in  the  voyage  to  Galam,  of  which 
an  account  will  be  given  hereafter. 

The  natives  of  the  colony  are  almofl  all,  as 
has  been  remarked  before,  of  a  faithlefs  cha- 
ra<Sler ;  they  feck  for  opportunities,  which 
they  never  fuffer  to  efcape  them,  to  cheat 
fuch  Europeans  as  are  not  fufficiently  on  their 
guard.  To  be  proof  againft  their  wiles,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  know  the  Yolof  lan- 
guage ;  for  when  a  man  is  not  acquainted  with 
it,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  interpreters,  who 
neceflarily  belonging  to  this  people,  always 
cheat  and  fliare,  according  to  agreement, 
the  produce  of  their  knavery.  From  this 
general  and  well-founded  idea,  it  follows  that 
a  man  fhould  always  diftruft  them  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  tranfadlion.  It  is  cuf- 
tomary  to  deal  with  them  either  for  the  voy- 
age to  Galam,  or  for  fuch  articles  as  are  ne- 
ceflary for  their  own  confumptiou. 

With  refpeft  to  the  laft,  to  avoid  every 
caufe  of  difference,  it  is  requiiite  never  to  de- 
liver goods  but  on  payment,  either  in  money 
or  merchandize.  It  is  neceflary  even  to  be  fo 
fcrupuious  as  to  minute  every  article  of  agree- 

T  meat  5 
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of  this  gainful  commarce;  for  their  agctiWt  i 
wholly  intent  upon  their  own  intercfls,  and 
not  that  of  their  principals^  negleft,  perhaps 
through  ignorance^  this  very  effential  branch 
of  trade,  but  from  which  I  can  aflert  frui^i 
my  own  experience^  immcnfe  profits  arife- 
The  articles  procured  here  are  of  the  firft 
necelTity  in  France,  for  the  manufactory  of 
Marfeillcs  foap,  and  their  preparation  cofts  aa 
little  as  their  original  purchafc-  The  conti- 
iiual  apprehcnfion  of  lofing  the  fruits  of  one's 
labours,  and  of  feeing  one's  difcoveries  enjoy- 
pd  ,  l)y ;  others »   is   the    reafon    why    fevcral 
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guets,  bufinefs  cannot  be  tranfafted  with 
them,  but  in  the  voyage  to  Galam,  of  which 
an  account  will  be  given  hereafter. 

The  natives  of  the  colony  are  almofl  all,  as 
has  been  remarked  before,  of  a  faithlefs  cha- 
ra<Sler ;  they  feek  for  opportunities,  which 
they  never  fufFer  to  efcape  them,  to  cheat 
fuch  Europeans  as  are  not  fufficiently  on  their 
guard.  To  be  proof  againft  their  wiles,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  know  the  Yolof  lan- 
guage ;  for  when  a  man  is  not  acquainted  with 
it,  rccourfe  muft  be  had  to  interpreters,  who 
neceflarily  belonging  to  this  people,  always 
cheat  and  fliare,  according  to  agreement, 
the  produce  of  their  knavery.  From  this 
general  and  well-founded  idea,  it  follows  that 
a  man  fhould  always  diftruft  them  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  tranfadlion.  It  is  cuf- 
tomary  to  deal  with  them  either  for  the  voy- 
age to  Galam,  or  for  fuch  articles  as  are  ne- 
ceflary for  their  own  confumptiou. 

With  refpeft  to  the  laft,  to  avoid  every 
caufe  of  difference,  it  is  requiiite  never  to  de- 
liver goods  but  on  payment,  either  in  money 
or  merchandize.  It  is  neceflary  even  to  be  fo 
fcrupulous  as  to  minute  every  article  of  agree- 

T  xntiiU 
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ment,  to  repeat  each  feveral  times,  even  tf 
the  bufiiiefs  were  to  be  concluded  on  the  Ipot, 
as  well  with  the  rich  as  with  the  poor*  Pof* 
feffion  fhould  be  immediately  taken  of  what- 
ever article  is  agreed  for,  either  by  purchafc 
or  barter  ;  but  for  this  precaution  a  man  would 
inevitably  be  expofed  to  a  thoufand  quibbles^ 
which,  without  breaking  the  bargain,  would 
make  it  turn  entirely  to  the  advantage  of  the 
blacks.  The  employers,  always  afFe£ting  to 
believe  that  their  fervants  were  deceived,  icl* 
dom  fail  to  decide  in  their  favour,  and  alt  hough 
a  man  have  juftice  on  his  fide,  he  will  never  J 
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I  ft.  The  Tapade's  flavesby  inheritance  are 
only  nominally  fo ;  their  nnafters  cannot  fell 
them  without  bringing  difhonour  upon  them- 
felves,  according  to  the  received  cuftoms  of 
the  country,  unlefs  they  be  confidered  as 
abandoned  charafters,  or  have  been  guilty  of 
fome  great  crime.  Brought  up  with  the  na- 
tives, they  are  confidered  as  inhabitants,  and 
form  a  body  apart  in  the  colony.  They  have 
their  friends  and  relations  there,  who  would 
become  implacabb  enemies  to  thofe  who 
ihould  endeavour  to  fell  them ;  but  when  on 
account  of  any  crime  they  are  expofed  to  fale, 
the  inhabitants  readily  buy  them,  and  give  in 
exchange  flaves  of  a  greater  value. 

2dly.  Care  muft  be  taken  to  fee  that  the 
flaves  which  come  from  Galam  be  not  mar- 
ried toTapade's  negroes,  for  in  that  cafe,  like 
the  former,  they  cannot  be  fold,  except  by 
their  mafters. 

3dly.  An  exaft  account  muft  be  kept  of 
the  time  given  for  payment,  the  goods  de- 
livered, and  the  conditions  of  delivery. 

4thly.  Thofe  bargains  Ihould  never  be  con- 
cluded privately,  but  always  before  three  in- 
habitants at  leaft. 

T  %  5thly. 


*76 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


5thly,  They  rauft  be  figned  by  the  mayor 
of  the  town,  who  is  at  the  ikmc  Lime  the 
chief  of  the  negroes,  and  alio  by  the  furetics 
and  the  witncfTes. 

6th ly.  The  fureties  muft  confift  of  the 
neareft  relations  of  the  purchafcr,  and  lo 
their  default,  of  the  moft  wealthy  in  habi- 
tants* 

7thly-  As  foon  as  the  time  of  payment  ar- 
rives, no  tirae  inuft  be  loft,  other  wife  the 
furetics  and  witiieiTes  will   infift  upon  widl-'f 
drawing  their  names,  ailed  gin  g,  that  without 
their   knowledgei  other   bargains  have  been 
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voyage  of  Galam,  and  the  time  of  payment 
be   come,    whether   the  purchafer  return  or 
not,    whether  he  be  dead  of  fatigue,  or,  in 
order  to  avoid  payment,  remain  in  the  coun- 
try,  hoping  that  in  a  fhort  time  the  mer- 
chant whom  he  charged  with  the  commiffion, 
will   either   die   or   be   obliged  to  return  to 
France  ;   in   this  cafe  the  greateft  care  muft 
be  taken  that   the  Tapade^s  captives  do  not 
attend  on  their  mafter.     Whatever  good  opi- 
nion we  may  have  of  the  integrity  of  an  in- 
habitant,  this  precaution  is  always  neceflary* 
If  it  fliould  happen  that  by  the  addrefs  of  the 
mafter,  the  Tapadc's  captives  fhould  have  ac- 
companied  him   in  his   voyage,    you    muft 
inftantly,  without  ceremony  or  delay,  attack 
the  fureties  and  the  witnefles.     Without  thi$ 
precaution  you  are  fure  to  lofe  all.     In  this 
cafe  you  have  no  enemy  to  fear ;  always'  ob- 
ferving,  however,  not  to  fell  the  Tapade's  flaves 
whom   you   may   have  got  into  your  hands^ 
except  when  the  relations  of  the  abfent  pur- 
chafer^  or  the  other  inhabitants  fliall  refufe  to 
redeem  them  by  an  equal  number  of  other 
flaves. 

Whoever   fhould  dare,  either  from  a  fpirit 
Tj  of 
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of  vengeance,  or  by  way  of  bravado,  to  emt^fk 
tlie  Tapades  captives,  would  run  the  grcateft 
ri(k»  nor  could  he  efcape  being  ftabbed  or 
poifoned  but  by  miracle :  at  the  beft  he 
would  be  fure  to  lole  his  merchandiax,  and  lo 
be  reduced  to  flavery  among  the  negroes  or 
the  Moors.  ■ 

If  the  article  fumifhed  be  forconfumptioii, 
either  before,  or  for  the  voyage  of  Galam, 
a  different  arrangement  muft  be  adopted  m  re- 
gard to  the  time  and  mode  of  payment.  The 
term  of  the  credit  given  ought  to  be  ftKed,  at 
furtheft^  at  a  jponth  before  the  Galam  C3£i>e* 
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and  it  (hbilld  appear  that  the  payment  would 
be  prejudicial  to  his  trade  and  means  of  exift- 
ence,  or  becaufe,  from  the  want  of  the  money 
of  goods  he  would  be  obliged  to  give,  he  would 
nolonger  have  it  in  his  power  to  procure  pitch, 
tar,  cordage,    and  fuch  other  articles  of  in- 
difpenfable  neceflity  for  the  above  voyage ;  in 
that  cafe,  the  agreement  muft  be  annulled^ 
and  a  fecond  drawn  up,  bearing  heavy  intereft, 
and  payable  at  his  return ;  taking  care  to  ob- 
ferve  the  fame  precautions  as  before.     The 
intereft,  which  is  generally  fifty  per  cent,  is 
not  too  high,,  confidering  that  the  creditor 
would  obtain  at  leaft  an  equal  advantage,   by 
undertaking  the  expedition  himfelf.     By  em- 
ploying thele  means  he  is  fure  to  be  paid 
when  it  is  at  an  end  ;    a  debt  thus  prolonged 
is  facred,   and  gives  the  right  of  feizing  the 
Tapade's  flaves,   and  even  of  felling  them, 
without  exciting  the  murmurs  of  any  one.   On 
failure  of  payment  at  this  fecond  period,   the 
obligation  may  alfo  be  negociated ;    for  when 
all  thefe  precautions  have  been  taken,  it  is 
Confidered  as  ready  money  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  fond  of  engagements  of  this  kind, 
cfpecially  if  the  debtor  have  any  good  work- 

T  4  men 
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men  among  his  Tapade*s  flaves ;  who  would 
become  his  if  the  agreement  fhould  not  be 
fulfilled- 

If  the  goods  furiiifhed  be  iatended  to  faci- 
litate the  Galam  voyage,  care  is  taken  10 
fettle  their  value,  aiid  the  profit  that  might 
be  obtained  if  the  perfoii  furniniiiig  them 
went  thither  himfelf.  Every  thing  muft  be 
fpecifitd  ill  the  bargain  ;  the  quantity  ami 
quality  of  the  naerchandize  to  be  received 
in  return  muft  be  agreed  upon,  without  any 
regard  to  the  future  price  of  the  colony. 
For  inftance,  if  the  article  amount  to  1200 
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If,  for  want  of  being  pcrfeftly  acquainted 
with  the  laws  of  the  colony,  a  man  have  the 
misfortune  to  fell  to  Tapade's  captives,  think- 
inglhem  free  inhabitants,  he  muft  endeavour 
to  remedy  his  error  without  lofs  of  time,  by 
getting  their  mafters  to  be  anfwerable  for 
them ;  but  in  thefe  cafes  he  is  feldom  paid. 
Care  muft  alfo  be  taken  not  to  deal  with  the 
wives  of  the  inhabitants,  unlefs  for  ready 
money,  or  aftual  exchange;  without  that, 
all  would  be  loft.  The  rich  female  inhabi- 
tants, who  carry  on  their  bufinefs  them* 
felves,  and  who  have  150  or  200  negroes 
belonging  to  them,  may  be  dealt  with  ;  but 
not  without  the  above-mentioned  precautions. 

A  perfon  who  does  not  underftand  the 
Yolof  language  is  obliged  to  make  ule  of 
negroes  as  interpreters,  whether  an  opportu- 
nity offer  of  trading  with  the  negroes  of  the 
continent,  or  with  the  Moors.  In  this  cafe 
it  is  advifeable  for  him  to  have  flaves  of  his 
own,  who  underftand  the  language  of  thofc 
nations,  that  he  may  avoid  the  impofitions  of 
the  negroes  of  the  colony.  Thefe  flaves 
hope  that  their  cares  and  fervices,  will  one 
day  or  other  procure  them  their  liberty. 

It 
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their  captivct.  The  traders  then  go  out  to 
meet  them^  and  it  feldom  happens  that  the 
bar  gam  is  not  imfnediately  concluded. 

Nor  muft  it  be  forgot  to  treat  thefe  favageS 
with  the  politefl:  regard*  and  to  quit  every  oc- 
cupation when  they  arrive.  The  captains  of 
Ihips  who  arc  frequently  wanting  in  thpfe  at- 
tentions which  they  expefl,  feldom  fucceed  in 
the  ncE^ociations  they  undertake.  For  the 
Moors,  humiliated  at  feeing  thcmfelves  in  a 
manner  defpifcd,  chufe  rather  to  repair  io  the 
houfes  of  tliofe  whites,  who,  accuftonned  to 
their  u fa ges ^always  receive  them  with  kiodiicfs* 
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neither  goods  nor  furniture;  othcrwife  there 
would  be  great  danger  of  theft. 

The  palabres  often  lafl:  two  hours,  and  dur- 
in^  all  that  time,  the  people  who  follow  the 
principals,  fcrutinize  every  corner  with  their 
eyes,  to  fee  if  it  be  poflible  to  fteal,  while 
the  bargain  for  goods  or  flaves  is  making. 

They  never  agree  upon  the  firft  interview  ; 
they  are  defirous  of  feeing  whether  the  mer- 
chandize of  the  other  houfes  be  not  of  a  better 
quality,   or  eafier  purchafe. 

If  they  be  negroes,  they  are  plied  with 
liquor ;  for,  though  Mahometans,  they  will 
accept  annifeed  water,  or  brandy.  They 
drink  till  they  lofe  their  reafbn,  and  then  ftrike 
their  bargains.  If  Moors,  fugar  and  water 
is  given  them  at  difcretion,  and  fometimes 
brandy  ;  although  followers  of  Mahomet  alfo^ 
they  will  not  refufe  it,  particularly  the 
princes. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  they  are  regaled 
in  vain :  it  is  therefore  prudent  in  the  mer- 
chant who  is  dealing  with  them,  to  give  them 
nothing  to  drink  until  he  is  nearly  fure  of 
coming  to  an  agreement. 

As  thefe  people  generally  praftife  hofpita* 

lity. 


OYAGZS  TO  THE 


(r  '. 
{■.V. 


V.-. 


2.  '^'ryzz^  ;  bu:  as  they  almoft  all 
-:  re^r.  25  :.v:M  thomlclves  of  it. 
!:^.  uii-.l  all  the  n*i:f-frtunes  tall 
iaitcr,  r.:i-.l  :M  t!:e  pio:"t  goes  to 
•.  T!;e  only  aJwint.^gc  that  can 
•V;:m  c:/m::  there  is  a  knowledge 
:  of*  merchandize  upon  the  river, 
.!jr  the  trader  t.^  avoid  the  irapo- 
::.v  i.e^rces   in   m..k:ng   out  their 


r;:turc  voy:^^cs. 

•::tv>  :>:;ve  tiicd  a  fourth  manner; 

:':\'l::.:   a   vdie!   theiiiillves,  and 

.  ir    ov.  a    expense,    an  inhabitant 
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all  to  the  trader.  To  infurefuccefs  it  Is  only 
neceffary  to  find  the  leaft  rafcally  negro,  and 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  value  of  goods 
upon  the  river. 

The  voyage  to  Galam  is  the  beft  in  point 
of  profit,  though  the  moft  dangerous  in  re- 
gard to  the  trouble  and  fatigue  that  inceflantly 
attend  upon  the  adventurer. 

It  muft  be  obferved  that  there  are  articles 
at  the  colony,  of  which  the  price  is  fixed^ 
and  which  cannot  be  refufed  in  payment  of 
the  expences  of  the  above  voyage. 

Such,  at  leaft,  was  the  cuftom  from  the 
firft  exiftence  of  the  colony  to  1 785,  when  I 
undertook  myfelf  to  trade  to  Galam*  Their 
price  and  currency  is  invariable ;  but  all  arti- 
cles, not  included  in  the  note  fubjoined,  may 
be  rejedled,  although  articles  of  trade*  The 
cuftom  at  Goree  is  totally  different:  there 
the  value  of  bars  is  fettled  in  money,  and  never 
in  goods. 

The  following  are  the  articles  which,  at 
Senegal,  have  always  the  fame  value,  and 
which  cannot  be  refufed  in  payment. 

Bars.  French  money. 

A  piece  of  guinea-blue     -     10     50  livres. 
An  ordinary  mulket         -       6     30 

U  "Tw« 
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1 

Ben,  Frettcb  ooo^l 

Two  pounds  of  powder  - 
One  hundred  miiiket-flinti 

1 

I 

5  livR^I 

I 

One  hundred  muflcet-balls 

I 

I 

Four  quires  of  paper 
Four   wolges  of  Swedifli 

1 

5     ^m 

iron,  two  ioches  and  a. 

^^^1 

half  broad,  aiiic  inches 

^^1 

long,  and  fcven  or  eight 
lines    thick,    weighing 
together  141b,           -          r 

N.  B.  French  ff'kight  and  tneafurc, 

A  haudfome  muiket 

.■^1 
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The  bar  is  an  imaginary  money,  in  goods^ 
only,  and  not  in  cafh.  This  obfervation  fuf- 
fices  to  make  known  the  difference  between 
full  and  fmall  bars.  A  bar  counting  for  five 
livres,  the  inhabitant  has  a  greater  profit,  or 
rather  fufFers  lefs  lofs  in  taking  a  piece  of 
guinea-blue  for  ten  bars,  than  one  hundred 
mulket-flints,  two  pounds  of  powder,  or  two 
pounds  of  tobacco  for  a  bar.  The  difference 
is  evident  enough. 

Four  pieces  of  twenty-four  fous  make  ^ 
bar  at  Senegal.  At  Goree  the  bar  confifts  of 
four  pieces  of  twenty-four  fous,  and  one  of 
fix.  At  Senegal  the  dollar  pafles  only  for  a 
bar. 

At  Goree  fix  fous  are  added  to  the  dollar  to 
make  up  a  bar.  The  French  crown  there^ 
as  well  as  at  Senegal,  is  worth  a  bar  and  a 
fifth ;  but  in  the  river  Salum  a  bar  is  only 
equal  to  a  dollar. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  pay  and  expences  of 
the  Galam  voyage^  I  think  it  fitting  to  give 
a  note  of  the  articles  current  in  the  flavc- 
trade,  and  of  thofe  that  ferve  only  for  the 
confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  co* 
lonies. 

Ua  CHAR 
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difficult  to  obtain  payment-  Recourfe  muil 
ia  fuch  cafe  be  had  to  the  law,  and  a  man  is 
then  confidered  as  the  enemy  of  the  whok_^ 
colony* 


>  C  H  A  R    IV. 


lvalue  of  ar treks  for  i/jej!ave  trade  at  Se\ 
and  their  value  on  the  river  and  at  GaJkw, 
beyond  Podor.  t  7 


At  Senegal.    Oa  the  tms, 
bars,    Uvres-      bin.  litnt^. 

10       go  %      AO 
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At  Senegal, 
bars,    livres. 

A  piece  of  Brittitny,  linen   3     i 
Four  quire  of  paper         -     i 
Tvrb  pound  of  Virginia 

tobacco        — 
Ten  fmall  looking-glaffes 
Ten  fnufF-boxes         ■■    ■  > 
Ten  fteels  for  ftriking  fire 
Ten  fmall  knives         — 
Ten  box  combs        — 
Four  Englifh  clafp  knives 
An  eighth  of  fcarlet  cloth 
Four  ounces  of  wool 
Four  quarts  of  brandy 


30s 

On  the  river, 
bars,  livres. 

4  20 
^   5 


3  ^5 

10  50 

10  50 

5  25 


5 
5 

4 

2 

4 
4 


25 

25 
20 

10 

20 

20 


The  produce  of  the  glafs-ware  befides  muft 
be  eftimatedy  which  in  the  river  trade,  is  four 
times  the  value  of  its  currency  at  SenegaL 
Another  great  advahtage  arifes  from  the  arti- 
cles of  glafs-ware  and  fuch  trifles  as  looking- 
glaffes,  &c.  being  what  are  called  low  bars^ 
nor  is  it  aftoniihing  that  the  inhabitants  when 
going  to  Galam  will  not  receive  than  as  full 
bars,  unlefs  they  be  furnilhed  at  the  colony 
price,  and  even  when  they  afford  a  very  con- 
fiderable  profit, 

X  CHAP^ 


— -y 


Precautions  necej) 
of  duties  previou. 
the  crew  and  »<. 
thtftce. 


■      -W  the  firft  plac 

muft  be  well  barrica 

<fcck,  with  ftout  ph 

conunuoication  betw 

muft  be  cut  off;  th< 

boats  to  Jighten  and 

as  occafion  may  requii 

of  the  river.     She  Ac 

be  able  to  refift  in  cafe 

man  of  the  crew  ihou 

cutlafs.    Fifty  paif  off 

the  flaves,  beiiigahno 
Whnm  riA  m^ I. 
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particularly  at  Senegal ;  it  is  fold  all  the 
year  round,  but  the  brilkeft  time  of  fale  is  in 
January  and  February,  at  the  return  from 
Galam  ;  and  June  and  July,  when  prepara- 
tions are  making  for  that  voyage. 

2 1 .  Red  and  yellow  ferges, 

22.  London  fcarlet  cloth ;  it  is  adapted 
to  their  tafte,  and  is  always  necefTary  for  the 
trade. 

23.  Brandy,  for  Senegal,  Galam,  and  Go- 
ree ;  the  Moors  and  the  Poules  do  not  con- 
fume  any. 

24.  Stout  paper. 

25.  Virginia  tobacco, 

26.  Silver  bells,  proper  for  Galam. 

27.  Silver  mortottes^  not  very  neceffary. 

28.  Silver  hand-bells,  unnecefTary  at  Sene- 
gal, but  proper  for  Goree. 

29.  Copper  bafons,  for  Gorec  and  the 
Poules. 

50.   Cloves. 

31.  Small  fciffars. 

32.  Small  padlocks. 

2^^^.    Steels  to  ftrike  light. 
34.   Combs,  of  wood  or  box. 
0^^.   Tin  tobacco-boxes,  painted. 

U  4  36.  SnufF- 


19&  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

36.  Snuff-boxes,  lined  with  lead. 

37.  Small  looking-glaffes. 

All  thefe  are  current  articles  of  trade,  as 
well  as  the  glafs  and  bead  branch,  which 
varies  according  to  the  time  of  the  year,  and 
the  quantity  at  market,  *-. 


CHAP.     II. 

Articles  of  glafs  and  beads  j  which  are  always  in 
demand. 

FIRST  Article.  Amber,  No.  2,  3,  and  4, 
proper  in  the  Galam  voyage  for  the  purchafe 
of  gold. 

2.  Fine  coral,  from  eight  to  nine  lines  in 
length,  three  lines  in  diameter,  and  very 
clear.  At  Galam  this  article  goes  for  its 
weight  in  gold.    Coral  of  a  fmaller  lize  may 

^meet  with  a  market,  but  the  yery.fmall  fort 
will  fcarcely  find  a  purcbafer. 

3.  Round  cornelians,  cut,  and  very  tr^n* 
fparent ;  an  article  of  no  value  at  Senegal, 
but  of  the  firil  neceffity  at  Goree« 

4.BlacJt 
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c  Europeans-     Thefe  latter  cannot 

uch  guarded  againft :   it  would  even 

able,   if  poftible,   to  feparate  them 

Banbaras,  a  mild  nation,  but  capa- 

rring  to  the  nioft  dreadful  extrc- 

hcn  heated  by  paflion. 

n  (hould  be  had  perfcdlly  acquainted 

wbrfcttig  of  the  fliip,   the  river^  and 

ge  of  the  nations  among  which  it 

led  to  trade* 

mate  ought,  if  pofTible,   to  have  the 

ons  of  the  captain,   one  being  cm- 

in  trading  on  ihore,   while  the  other 

iiig  on  board,    fhould  be  able  to  trade 

work  the  (hip,  direct  the  courfe,  take 

the  flaves,  and  keep  up  good  order 

the  crew. 

pe  muft  alfo  be  five  gourmets,  namely, 
aft  as  fteerfmen,  one  as  carpenter, 
failmaker,  and  one  as  boatfwain:  the 
fealled  linguift.  They  all  pafs  for  gour- 
that  is  negro  officers,  live  together, 
Ccive  the  fame  pay* 
bnty  four  laptots,  or  negro  fallors, 
LT  pileufes  to  pound  the  millet,  and 
the  viftuals,  and  as  many  rapafles  as 
X2  offer 
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always  an  immenfe  profit,  even  in  times  Icafl: 
advantageous. 

8.  Pigeons  eggs  of  the  fort  called  to^rnf'- 
culsy  white  and  blue. 

9.  Pebbles,  whijte,  black,  and  red.  This 
is  the  moft  current  kind  of  glafs-ware.  It  is 
ufeful  among  the  Yolof  nation  to  pur  chafe 
millet,  fait,  &c.  The.  Moors  and  the  negro 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  part  of  the  country, 
hold  that  commodity  in  high  eftimation. 

10.  Snow-white,  round  and  cut  out  in  the 
form  of  barley-corns  is  preferred  at  Senegal. 
This  article  is  more  beneficial  than  even 
amber  or  coral ;  but  too  great  a  flock  fhould 
not  be  laid  in ;  for  in  fuch  cafes,  it  lowers  the 
market,  as  it  is  not  a  commodity  of  the  firfl 
neceflity. 

1 1.  White  agate ;  it  is  fufficient  to  provide 
a  fmall  quantity  only  of  this. article,  as  it  is 
not  produdive.  It  is  even  fold  at  a  lofs,  but 
is  neceffary  to  complete  the  affprtment  of  gla{s 
wares. 

12.  Mock  coral ;  an  article  in  great  requeft 
at  Goree,  but  not  faleable  at  Senegal. 

1 3.  Mock  garnets,  for  the  trade  of  Gorce 
and  the  neighbouring  cowntry  only. 

14- 
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1 4,  Mock  coral  beads •  This  fpeeies  of 
glafs-ware,  though  very  beautiful,  does  not 
however  pafs  in  the  Have  trade  ;  it  fells  only 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Senegal  and  Gorec, 
and  is  one  of  the  moft  effential  articles  of 
Goration  in  the  drefs  of  their  young  wo- 
men. 

The  fourteen  articles  above-mentioned  form 
forty-four  different  kinds  of  glafs-ware,  which 
have  all  a  currency  in  either  colony ;  but  the 
affortments  muft  be  made  up  according  to 
the  greater  or  lefs  demand  for  them;  for 
fome  of  them  may  be  difpenfed  with,  while 
others  are  abfolutely  neceffary* 

The  above-mentioned  articles  of  glafs- 
ware,  which  of  themfelves  are  nothing,  (incc 
their  value  is  only  ideal  and  momentary,  arc 
neverthelefs  indifpenfibly  neceflary  in  order 
to  trade  to  advantage.  One  may  trade  indeed 
without  them,  but  then  one  lofes  the  benefit 
of  the  fmall  bars  in  the  river  expeditions :  for 
example,  a  bundle  offnow-white  makes  four 
bars  at  the  colony,  and  eighf  at  Galam.  In  1785, 
the  bundle  coft  me  in  France  ^^  fous,  being 
compofed  of  forty  ftrings.  At  Senegal  the 
bundle  is  only  of  ten  firings ;  in  the  river  and  at 

Galam, 


"'"^oj  purcbc 
Precautions  net 
of  duties  previ 
the  crew  and 
,    .     *bence, 

'      ^  the  firft  pj 

ttuft  be  well  barri 

<fcck,  with  ftout  J 

commuoication  bei 

muft  be  cut  off.  j 

,  ^'«  to  iighten  au 

*!  *»«^fion  may  req, 

of  the  river.    She  £ 

*>eabletorefiftinca 

"^^  of  the  crew  Ac 

cutlafs.    Fifty  p,i,,i 

.^«  fl^ves,  beinjcah, 
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7.  Red  flippers,   with  a   few   green  and 
yellow. 

8.  Sailors  linen  trowfers. 

9.  Sailors  blue  (hirts^ 

10.  Large  knives. 

1 1 .  Large  fciflars. 

1 2.  An  aflbrtment  of  files. 

1 3.  An  aflbrtment  of  hammers. 

14.  Watches,  fteel  fprings. 

1 5.  Silks  of  good  quality,    and  of  divers 
forts. 

1 6.  Axes  of  the  firfl:  quality.     They  are 
neceflary  in  every  houfehold. 

1 7.  Adzes,  and  carpenters  tools. 

18.  Planes,  and  joiners  tools. 

19.  Pens  and  ink. 

20.  Pofl:-paper 

21.  Sealing  wax. 

22.  Common  linens. 

23.  Common  printed  cottons    go  in  ex- 
change for  flaves  at  Goree. 

24.  Mafulipatan  handkerchiefs. 

25.  Blue  and  fcarlet  cloth. 

26.  Light  fl:ufFs  for  waifl:coats. 

27.  Englifli  needles. 

28.  Silver  buckles. 

29.  Pots 


—"^'■nonsfor 
'f'^  of  pure 
^f^f cautions , 

■      ■^'  ^hc  £ra  J 
*^^^'  ^ith  ftout 

^f  ^enver.    She. 
'"^  of  the  crew  A 
«»<'  flaves  1^^^^°^ 
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I.  Deal  boards,  ten  feet  long,  from  nine  to 

ten  inches  wide,  and  an  inch  thick. 
2*  Oak  planks  for  ihipping. 

3.  Nails. 

4.  Pitch  and  tan 

5.  White  lead  and  verdegreafc. 

6.  Canvas. 

7.  Oars. 

8.  Old  ropes  and  oakum. 

9.  Grappling  irons  and  anchors. 

10.  All  the  articles  neceflary  to  facilitate 
the  means  of  performing  the  voyage  to  Galam, 
which  is,  as  it  were,  the  harveft  of  all  thefc 
countries.  Then  the  negro  proprietors  can- 
not indulge  themfelves  in  fanciful  purchafes. 
Whereas  on  the  return  from  thence,  the 
hopes  of  being  employed  by  the  Europeans, 
either  in  the  river  trade  or  at  the  colony ;  the 
dijftance  of  the  next  voyage  to  Galam ;  the 
want  and  toils  they  have  undergone  in  that 
they  have  juft  performed  ;  the  money  or  the 
goods  they  have  received  in  payment,  all 
concur  in  tempting  them  to  procure  what- 
ever would  gratify  their  defires.  They  bar- 
gain little,  and  readily  pay  as  long  as  their 
money  lafts.     If  credit  be  given  them,  it  is 

difficult 


^^^^^^^^^^B 
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Bl_ 

■^^^^^^^ 

** 

^ 

• 

VOYAGES  TO  THE 

«• 


1% 


CHAP     V. 

Direiiiom  for  a  ve£el  Bound  to  Galmn^  with  d 
view  of  purchafing  an  hundred fiavu  utkafl. 
Precautions  neceffary  as  tQ  the  veffeii  amount 
of  dutits  previous  to  trading  ;  expmcts  gf 
the  crew  and  negroes  on  the  return  from 
thence^ 

IN  the  fir  ft  place,  as  to  the  veflcl,  ftie 
muft  be  well  barricaded,  three  feet  above  the 
deck,  with  ftout  planks  mufket  proof;  aU 
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At  Senegal, 
bars.    livrcs. 

A  piece  of  Brittany,  linen  3 

Four  quire  of  paper         -  i 
Twb  pound  of  Virginia 

tobacco        —  I 

Ten  fmall  looking-glafles  i 

Ten  fnufF-boxes         —  i 

Ten  ftcels  for  ftriking  fire  i 

Ten  fmall  knives         —  i 

Ten  box  combs        —  i 

Four  Englifh  clafp  knives  i 

An  eighth  of  fcarlet  cloth  i 

Four  ounces  of  wool  i 

Four  quarts  of  brandy  i 


30s 

On  the  river. 
bars,  livres. 

4   20 

^   5 

3    '5 
10  50 

10  50 

5  25 


5 
5 

4 

2 

4 
4 


25 

25 
20 

10 

20 

20 


The  produce  of  the  glafs-ware  bcfides  muft 
be  eftimatedy  which  in  the  river  trade,  is  four 
times  the  value  of  its  currency  at  SenegaL 
Another  great  advantage  arifcs  from  the  arti- 
cles of  glafs-warc  and  fuch  trifles  as  looking- 
glafles,  &c.  being  what  are  called  low  bars, 
nor  is  it  aftoniihing  that  the  inhabitants  when 
going  to  Galam  will  not  receive  thctn  as  full 
bars,  unlefs  they  be  furnifhed  at  the  colony 
price,  and  even  when  they  afford  a  very  con- 
fiderable  profit, 

X  CHAP. 
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CHAP     V, 


DireSiions  for  a  veffel  bound  to  Galmnf  whk  4^, 
view  ofpurcbafing  an  hundred fitmes  at  kafi^, 
Precautions  necejfary  as  to  the  vejfel ;  armunt 
of  duties  previous  fa  trading  ;  expcnces  pJ 
the  crew  mid  negroes  on  the  return  from 
thence. 


IN  the  firft  place,  as  to  the  veflfel,  flic 
muft  be  well  barricaded  ^  three  feet  above  the 
deck,  with  ftout  planks  mulket  proof;  all 
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*11  to  the  Europeans.  Thefe  latter  cannot 
e  too  much  guarded  agaidft :  it  would  even 
5  advifcable,  if  poffible,  to  feparate  them 
om  the  Banbaras,  a  mild  nation^  but  capa* 
leof  recurring  to  the  moft  dreadful  extrc- 
litics,  when  heated  by  paffion. 
A  captain  (hould  behad  perfeftly  acquainted 
ith  the  working  of  the  Ihip,  the  river,  and 
le  language  of  the  nations  among  which  it 
intended  to  trade. 

The  mate  ought,  if  poflible,  to  have  the 
jalifications  of  the  captain,  one  being  cm- 
dyed  in  trading  on  fhore,  while  the  other 
tnaining  on  board,  fhould  be  able  to  trade 
lere,  work  the  (hip,  direft  the  courfe,  take 
re  of  the  flaves,  and  keep  up  good  order 
nong  the  crew. 

There  muft  alfo  be  five  gourmets,  namely, 
70  to  aft  as  fteerfmen,  one  as  carpenter, 
le  as  failmaker,  and  one  as  boatfwain :  the 
ft  is  called  linguift.  They  all  pafs  for  gour- 
ets,  that  is  negro  officers,  live  together, 
d  receive  the  fame  pay. 
Twenty  four  laptots,  or  negro  failors. 
Four  pilcufes  to  pound  the  millet,  and 
efs  the  victuals,  and  as  many  rapafles  as 
.  X  2  ofFcr 
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offer  their  fervices,  no  matter  what  be  their 
?ige,  Thefe  rapaffe^  arc  negro  children*  who 
undertake  the  voyage  gratis,  with  a  view  of 
making  themfelvcs  acquainted  with  the  river^ 
and  the  languages  of  the  nations  on  its  banks* 
They  arc  of  great  ufc  on  all  occafions,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  refafed,  cfpecklly 
as  their  food  being  taken  from  the  geoeiai 
allowance,  they  coft  the  owner  nothings  and 
are  of  the  grcateft  utility  to  his  entcrprife. 


Bxpences  cf  £  veffel  trading  H  Galam  fir 


% 


hfin/fr^/i  /hrti^f^       ^/i^  Jtjfi^t  jn  4i^t'J  wm  j^&jc, — 3 
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Ban.     Livres. 


Brought  over 

145 

725 

The  boaifwauiy    five  bars  per 

month,  and  one  for  wine,  make 

for  five  months 

30 

150 

The  two  ftecrfmen,  the  carpen- 

ter^ and  the  fail-maker,  the  fame 

pay  as  the  boatfwain 

xio 

60Q 

Twenty  four  Japtots  at  three 

bars  per  month,  for  five  months 

make        -            .              - 

360 

180Q 

The  allowance  of  fait,  which 

in  1785  coft  a  bar  per  barrel  at 

the  colony,  muft  alio  be  reckoned 

. 

the  whole  free  of  freight  up  the 

river 

The  captain  four  barrels 

4 

20 

The  mate  two  barrels 

2 

10 

The  boatfwain  two  barrels 

2 

la 

The  four  gourmets  one  and  half 

barrel  each 

6 

30 

Twenty-four  laptots  a    barrel 

each 

24 

120 

Four  pileufes  half  a  barrel  each 

2 

10 

Total  expeupe  of  the  crew  755  3775 

X3  It 
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It  muft  be  obferved  that  the  barrel  of 
is  the  barrel  of  Bordeaux,  and  fait  is  ati  efl^a- 
tial  article  for  the  negroes  who  go  up  to 
Gal  am.  It  mufl  be  carried  for  them  free  « 
freight,  as  well  as  the  articles  they  procure 
in  return.  They  would  not  underrake  the 
\oyage  without  conditions,  for  fait  fert'cs 
them  to  buy  pagns,  wooden  mortars  to 
pound  their  millet,  tobacco,  dry  kidney 
beans,  and  a  thou  fund  other  articles,  w^ch 
arc  of  indifpctifable  neceffity  to  them^  and 
highly  ufeful  in  their  houfc-keeping.  Thofc 
who  do  not  ft;m4  in  need  of  fuch  article%j 
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CHAP.     VI. 

Expdnces  for  the  provijions  of  a  crew  as^above. 

A  mcafure  of  meal  is  neceflary  for  each 
perfbn  of  the  crew  every  day,  making  35 
meaflires,  which,  multiplied  by  30,  for  each 
month,  of  a  voyage  of  five,  amount  to  5,250 
mcafures  of  millet. 

Half  a  pound  of  meat  for  each  laptot,  and 
pileufe,  a  pound  each  for  the  gourmets ;  a 
pound  and  a  half'  each  for  the  captain  and 
mate,  make  22  pounds  of  meat  per  day,  which 
multiplied  by  30  for  each  month  of  a  voyage 
of  five,   amount  to  ^300  pounds  of  meat. 

Millet  is  bought  by  the  matar.  The  matar 
contains  40  ineafures ;  then  15,250  meafures 
make  131 1  matars. 

The  matar  cofts  in  the  river 
four  cubits  of  guinea-blues :  in 
a  piece  of  i3i  ells  three  are  about 
29  or  30  cubits ;  a  piece  then  will 
purchafe  only  eight  matars  and 
a  half ;  coniequently  1311  matars 
require  15I  pieces  of  guinea-blues 
at  ten    bars  a  piece       — -  —.155     775 

X4  Meat 


3«» 


ifimmi^'^m 


-*  I. 


Bid.  U) 
9Mtoght0rer  155    ^; 
Meat  is  boujE^asi  foHdntFa:  ii|    nouib^r 
OX,  for  »  imificet  of  tiM  tettttri'^^tiaii& 

liind  among  ^bc  ModM^/ibr  a^'^^'^^'^iivoic 
prdinary  oi^e  ^ong  tlie  ttftgroeB^  ^uv/  fa^: 
A  piece  of  guinea  WiKS^nill  pUP*'^  '^  'i^dk 
chafe  a  doken  of  Ah^  beavieft, ,  (i^b  lat] 
fheep  or  goats;  and  fburbpet^  whei|i^r  fu.  ow;t 
fmall.         -  .  -  .     .  :  .    >d  JooujBj 

The  oxen  above  PodcMr  pfoduee  -'^^t)iq  ^% 
from  100  to  140  pounds  ol^^Matrii  ^1  ill 
taking   the  mean    term   for    the       JT^ 
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Bars.     livroL 

Brought  over    435  2175 
pedition.     It  cannot  however  bc;^ 
eflimated  at  lefs  than  two  months « 
provifions  for  each  ilave.   A  hun- 
ted will  confume  one  with  an- 
other at  leafl  80  meafures  of  meal 
per  day,   that  is  two  matars :  for 
two  months  120  matars^  which 
cannot  be  procured  for  lefs  than 
14  pieces  of  guinea,  blues  140     70a 

It  is  the  cuftom  to  give  them 
meat,  to  add  fome  relifh  to  their 
forry  fare  :  lefs  than  four  ounces 
a  head  cannot  be  put  into  the 
copper;  this  accordhig  to  the 
above  calculation  makes  25  pounds 
per  day :  multiplying  them  by  60 
days,  the  whole  quantity  will  be. 
1500  pounds  of  meat,  which  >di-  . 

vided  by  120  give  a  further  want 
of  1 2  i  oxen  :  let  us  fuppofe  1 2  ta 
compenfate  the  excefs  on  the  other 
fide,  at  a  mu&€;t  per  ox^  .  the 
mufket  equal  to  10  bws  120     600 


Total  expence  of  provifions    695  3475 

CHAR 
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C  H  A  P.     VII. 

Amount  of  the  cujioms  patdy  as  well  for  tit 
liberty  of  trading  in  the  river^  as  for  tbi 
perquijites  of  the  captain  and  of  the  king  o^ 
Galamj  the  negro  prince  of  the  greateji  con- 
fequence  in  thejlave  trade. 

BESIDES  the  above  al- 
lowance to  the  captain,  he 
has  a  right  to  two  bars  on 
each  flave.  If  the  expedition 
turn  out  well,  and  a  hun* 
dred  be  purchafed,  as  was 
purpofed,  the  captain's  dues  Bars.  Livrcs.  Sons 
amount  to         —  —    200    1000 

The  Baquelet  of  Galam 
for  forwarding  the  trade 
up  the  cotintry,  for  dif- 
patching  people  to  the  cara- 
vans, and  for  the  care  he 
takes  of  them,  requires  alfb 
tAvo  bars  per  flave.  Sup- 
pofmg  that  one  half  be 
bought  above  Tamboucanee 
cind  the  other  places  of  his 
jurifdi^ion. 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  315 

Bars.     Llvres.    Sons. 

Brought  over  300     19P0 
jurifdiAion,    the    duties   to 
him  will  be         —  100       500 

The  general  duties  paid 
tkt  Saldee  fhould  amount  to  625I  3128     15 

925!  4628     15 

The  reft  of  the  cuftoms 
including  thofe  paid  by  the 
king  of  Galam,  ought  not 
to  exceed        —  120       600 


1 045 J  5228     15 

General  recapitulation  ofexpences. 

Wages  of  the  crew  a- 

mounting  to  755     3775 

Expence  of  provifions  695     3475    , 

Amount  of  cuftoms  and 

relative  expences  1045 J  5228  15 


Total  cxpcnce  of  voyage 
to  Galam        ?•  2495!   12478  15 

It 


Bi« 
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It  follows  from  this  calculation,  that  the 
expences  of  aii  European  vefiel,  fitted  out 
with  the  intention  of  purchafmg  a  hundred 
(laves  at  Galam,  amount  in  all,  including 
the  cuftoms,  to  2495 1  bars,  which,  ef* 
timated  according  to  their  value  at  the  colony, 
and  not  according  to  their  river  currency, 
make  the  fum  of  12,478  llvres  15  fous.  The 
value  of  the  bars  given  in  the  purchafe  of 
{laves  is  much  fmaller  than  thofe  paid  for  the 
duties,  provi lions,  and  for  the  pay  of  the 
crew,  which  are  full  bars*  Hence  it  is  that 
I  have  calculated  them  according  to  their'  va^ 
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Ban. 

livm.  Soul 

Brought  over  2 

no 

1 100 

Four  cutlaffes 

8 

4'^ 

Ten  ordinary  mulkcts     - 

60 

300 

Ten  pieces  of  coarfe  linen ^ 

called  platilles^ 

40 

200 

Ten  pieces  of  white  Bri- 

taany  linen 

0 

0 

Ten  barrels  of  gunpowder. 

of  two  pounds  each 

20 

100 

One  thoufand  mufket-balls. 

10 

50 

One  thoufand  mufket^flinfs, 

10 

50 

Ten  bars  of  fcarlet  cloth     - 

10 

50 

Ten  looking-glaffcs 

a 

10 

Ten  fnufF-boxes 

2 

10 

Ten  quires  of  paper 

»i 

21     Id 

Ten  bundles  of  pebbles 

IQ 

50 

Ten  bundles  of  iiiow- white 

10 

50 

Forty  filver  bells         *• 

>3I 

66      5 

Ten  firings  of  coral  beads 

10 

SO 

Ten  ditto  amber  ditto,  No.  : 

^  5 

a5 

They  required  bcfidcs,  ten 

coffee-pots,  ten  copper  ba^- 

fons,  ten  hats,  ten  hammers, 

■ 

ten  hatchets,  ten  adzes,  and. 

generally  fpeakiug,    ten   of 

• 

other  articles  which  it  is  not 

Carrie4  over    4321 

2172     15 

-^Ml&tPro  rtm 


'  over 
Cllf^omary  tb  taKc  iu  a  [rad'mg 

voyage  to  that  pirt  of  the 
river,  and  of  which  the  whole, 
including  the  ten  pieces  of 
Britanny  linen  above-men- 
tioned, were  difcharged  by 
four  pieces  of  guinea^hlues 

This  conccflion  of  fo  many 
articles  for  four  pieces  of  gui- 
nea-blues, proves  the  high 
value  fet  upon  linen  of  that 
kind^  by  the  natives*   fince 


432 J  217a   ij 


40 


20a 
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As  to  the  particular  prefcnt  made  to  the  AI- 
mamy,  he  did  not  require  any  muikets,  but 

Ban.    Livres. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues 

Two  pieces  oi platilles 

Two  bars  of  fcarlet  cloth 

Two  barrels  of  gunpowder^of  two 

pounds  each 

Six  firings  of  amber  beads.  No.  z 

Two  ditto  x)f  coral 

Six  filver  bells 

Two  bundles  of  fiiow- white 
Four  quires  of  paper 


20 

100 

6 

30 

2 

10 

4 

20 

3 

15 

2 

10 

2 

10 

2 

10 

I 

5 

Total  of  the  Almam/s  prefent 

42 

210 

The  prefent  of  Siry  d'Ara,  his  minifter. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues 

20 

100 

One  double-barrelled  gun 

20 

100 

One  muiket  of  the  better  kind 

10 

50 

Two  barrels   of  powder  of  two 

pounds  each 

4 

20 

One  hundred  muiket  balls 

I 

5 

One  hundred  flints 

I 

5 

Four  quires  of  paper 

I 

5 

Three  filver  bells 

I 

5 

Carried  over    58  290 
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Two  ftrings  of  coral 
Two  ditto  of  amber 


Brought  over     58  290 


z 
I 


to 


M 


Total  of  the  Minifter's  prefent   61  50  c 


For  the  prefent  of  the  Tampfir^coiTimiflioa- 
cd  to  receive  the  caftoms. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues  20  100 

One  mufket  of  the  better  kind  10     5a 

Two  pieces  of  guinea- blues     -         20  100 


Total  of  the  Tampfir's  prefent  50 


^ 
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Thefe  cuftoms  are  the  more  confiderable, 
as  the  goods  bear  .a  higher  value  in  the  river. 
The  barrel  of  gunpowder,  for  inftance,  paffes 
there  for  eight  bars  ;  the  hundred  of  mulket- 
flints  for  two,  &c.  The  calculation  in  river 
bars  made  them  amount  to  no  lefs  than  839. 
Reckoning  the  flaves  at  feventy  bars,  as  they 
were  in  1785,  the  value  of  twelve  flaves,  and 
even  more,  was  given  for  the  duties.  I  paid 
the  flave,  at  Galam,  feventy  bars,  namely,  four 
pieces  of  guinea-blues,  which,  in  the  river 
pafs  for 

Bars. 

Only  eight  bars  each         -  •         32 

A  mulket  of  the  better  kind  paffing  for 

no  more  than  .  .  8 

An  ordinary  mulket  -  -         8 

A  barrel  of  fait  -  •  6 

A  bottle  of  gunpowder         •  -  4 

The  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlet  cloth 
Fifty  mufleet-flints 
Fifty  mulket-balls 
Four  quires  of  paper 
A  fnufF-box  -      .  - 

A  looking-gla{s 
Two  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco 

Carricd^over  65 
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Dsn. 

Brought  over  65 

Three  ft  rings  of  fnow  white  t 

Two  ounces  of  red  wool         -         -  2 

Twelve  ft  rings  of  white  pebbles       -  i 

Three  filver  bells  *  -  f 


Total  river  value 


70 


This  price  was  agreed  upon  by  the  Mara-j 
bous  of  the  country.    Slaves  were   dear  m\ 
1 785,  as  will  be  (ten  hereafter  by  the  balance 
of  the  preceding  years.  ^ 

The  flave  valued  at  Galam  at  feventy  bars, 


^k  r.. 
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Ban. 

Brought  over   61 
Three  ftrings  of  fnow  white         -  o J 
Two  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco         -  oj 
Two  ounces  of  wool             -         -  oi 
Three  filver  bells             -             -  o| 
Total  of  the  value  of  a  Galam  flave, 
according  to  the  current  rate  of  mer- 
chandize at  the  colony,  the  negro  va-  *  » 
lued  and  agreed  for  at  feventy  bars  62$ 

The  flave,  at  feventy  bars  at  Gfalam,  equal 
to  fixty-two  bars  three  quarters,  colony  cur- 
rency,  was  worth,  in  French  money,  only, 

Livres.  Sous. 

Four  pieces  of  guinea-blues,  at 
40  livres  -  -  160 

A  muflcet  of  the  better  kind  -    1 5 

An  ordinary  muflcet  •  7  10 

A  barrel  of  fait  -.  .  j 

A  bottle  of  gunpowder  -  ^     4- 

The  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlet  cloth  016 
Fifty  muflcet-flints,  at  4lb.per  thoufand  o     4 
Fifty  ditto  balls,  at  eight  fous  per  lb.  i 
Four  quires  of  paper,  at  feven  fbus  -  1     8 
A  fnuff-box  -  -  012 

A  looking-glafs  -  •  o     3 

Carried  over  190  17 


n 
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Brought  over     190  1 7 

Three  ft  tings  of  fnow  white  o     € 

Twelve  ft  rings  of  white  pebbles,  at 

16  fous  per  lb.  -  -     o 

Two  heads  of  Virginta  tobacco,  at  55 

livres  per  cwt.  -  -  o 

Two  ounces   red   wool,  at   10  livrM 

per  lb.  -  -  I 

Three  filver  bells,  at  a  livre  a -piece      3 

Total  valueof  the  ftave  in  French     

money  -  -  195   19 

The  flave  coft  me  tlien  no  more  than  ig^  ^ 
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a  prtfcnt,  the  value  of  thefe  unforttinate 
wretches  only  confiding  in  the  greater  or 
finaller  quantity  of  guinea-blues. 

Livres.  Sous. 

The  flave,  worth  at  Galam  feventy 
bars,  at  five  livres,  amounted  in  river 
money  to  -  -  -  350 

Which,  reduced  to  their  value  at 
the  colony,  made  no  more  than  fixty- 
two  bars  three  quarters  in  Senegal 
currency  -  .  3^3  ^S 

Which  fixty-two  bars  three  quar- 
ters, in  effeftive  money,  amounted 
to  only  .  .  195   15 

From  thefe  calculations  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that 
the  fum  of  12,478  livres,  16  fous,  for  the 
cuftoms,  and  the  expence  of  fitting  out  at  Se- 
negal, being  divided,  we  will  fuppofe  among 
an  hundred  flaves,  make  I24livres9  15  ibus, 
9  deniers  for  each. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  in  1785,  the  cuf- 
toms paid,  and  every  thing  valued  in  French 
money,  each  flave,  delivered  at  Senegal,  coft 

Livres.  Sous.  Den. 

Seventy  bars ,  river  currency     313  15. 

Cufloms,  &c.         -         -  124  15     9 

438  10     9 
Y3  


5*6 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


The  captains  coming  to  trade  at  Senegal 
that  fame  year,  paid  from  eight  to  niiie  huQ- 
dred  livres,  French  money,  for  the  {lave  oa 
the  retura  from  Galara.  The  flave  cofthig 
438  livres,  lofous,  9  deniers,  currency  of 
the  colony,  and  delivered  there,  there  wis  a 
profit  of  cent  per  cent,  which  proves  the  ad- 
vantage attending  the  Galam  trade,  fince 
there  is,  over  and  above,  the  difference  be- 
tween effe£tive  French  money,  and  the  ideal 
money  of  the  colony.  I  do  not  undertake  to 
give  the  exaft  value  in  French  money,  for 
the  accidental  loiTeSi   and   expences  which 
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penfation  be  not  found  in  gold,  and  elephant^s 
teeth,  it  is  indifputable  that  the  flaves  would 
become  much  dearer,  in  which  cafe  it  would 
be  more  advantageous  to  remain  at  Senegal, 
where  at  leaft  the  trouble  and  fatigue  would 
be  avoided.  It  is  matter  of  wonder  to  mc 
how  anyone  can  undertake  this  voyage,  with- 
out being  acquainted  with  the  confequences. 
As  to  myfelf,  I  cannot  now  conceive  how  I 
could  fb  haftily  come  to  fuch  a  refolution, 
efpecially  after  all  the  hardfliips  I  had  under- 
gone in  Barbary 


CHAP.    VIII. 

Merchandize  equivalent  to  the  pur  chafe  of  an 
hundred  negroes  with  gold  and  ivory  in  pro- 
portion^  at  Galam  or  along  the  river. 

Five  hundred  pieces  of  guinea-blues. 
Fifty  double-barrelled  guns. 
Eighty   fingle-barrelled  ditto,    of    a   good 
quality. 
Fifty  ordinary  mulkcts. 
Fifty  cutlafles. 

Y4  One 


4^t 


VOYAGES  TO  1  HE 


One  hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  plutiUr^ 

or  coarfe  liaen  cloth. 
Fifteen  reams  of  paper* 
One  thoufand  pound  of  gun-powder. 
Ten    thoufand    muiket-fiints,    large  and 

iinalh 
Ten  thoufand  mufket -balls- 
Looking- glafies,  fnuff- boxes,   fcifTars, 

der-boxes ;    box  combs  of  every  kind^  two 

grofs  ■ 

The  total  of  the   cargo  would   amount, 

prime  coft  in  France,    to  27,800  livrcs*         ^ 
Four  pound  of  cloves*  — ^^^-^^^M 


and 
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for  the  ufc  of  the  Poules.     They  are  bartered 
for  millet  and  tobacco. 

The  foregoing  cargo,  freighted  at  the  co- 
lony ihould  produce  an  hundred  negroes, 
10,000  pound  of  elephant's  teeth,  and  gold  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  amber  and  coral, 
as  well  as  filver  bells. 

After  this  ftatement  of  articles  ncceffary 
for  the  river  trade,  and  the  notice  of  fuch 
goods  as  (erve  for  the  confumption  of  Sene- 
gal, and  of  fuch  as  being  folely  adapted  to 
the  flave  trade,  have  no  fixed  value,  it  is 
ufelefs  to  give  the  ftatement  of  a  cargo  for  a 
perfon  who  (hould  wifh  to  trade  for  more  or 
lefs  negroes  at  Senegal  only  It  is  fufficient 
to  obferve,  that  a  man  (hould  have  pofitivc 
information  of  the  current  value  of'  goods, 
and  providq^  himfelf  with  the  underwrittea 
articles  only,  as  circumftatices  require. 

The  5^turns  fold   at   the  colony 
eftimating   an   hundred   negroes  at      Lirrcs. 
800  Mvres  each         -         ■:         -         80,000 

Ten  thoufand  pound  of  ivory  at 
42  fous  per  pound  -  -  21,000 


Total    101,000 
Without 
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lee  them,  and  was  always  in  perfect  fccurity 
among  them.  Scarcely  was  there  an  appear- 
ance of  a  revolt,  either  at  the  company's,  nr 
at  Mr,  VigneuK*s,  but  my  Banbaras  that  I  left 
at  perfeil  liberty  in  the  colony,  informed  me 
of  it.  All  then  was  peace  about  me,  I  was 
alone,  furrounded  by  my  captives,  and  fome* 
times,  in  cafe  of  fire,  I  have  put  myfclf  at 
their  head  to  give  affiftaoce,  and  never  was 
one  of  them  tempted  to  abandon  me,  I  do 
not  fpeak  here  of  the  Yolofs,  who  were  too 
near  the  confines  of  their  own  country  toi^ 
let   auv  oDDortunitv  of  recovering  tbdr^ii^l 
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Of  the  propriety  of  my  treatment  I  was  the 
more  convinced,  as  I  never  loft  a  flave  by  de* 
lertion,  although  they  were,  not  guarded; 
while  in  my  own  time,  the  company  loft 
men  almoft  every  day,  notwithftanding  the 
care  of  their  overfeers,  who  guarded  them  with 
the  ftrideft  feverity. 

To  fympathize  in  the  recovery  of  the 
wretched  is  the  only  means  of  gaining  their 
good  will.  Never  did  I  lofe  fight  of  this 
principle,  for  I  knew,  from  my  own  experi- 
ence, the  tendency  of  fuch  conduft, 

Befides  attending  to  the  neceflary  precau* 
tions  above-mentioned,  an  agent  ihould  alfo 
be  careful  to  prevent  the  maladies  of  the  ne- 
groes. He  fliould  endeavour  to  difcover  the 
caufe  of  their  difeafes,  and  to  apply  the  pro- 
per remedies  ;  this  is  a  moft  effential  point  of 
his  duty. 

The  care  of  the  flaves  fhould  not  be  left  to 
ignorant  furgeons,  nor  to  other  underftrappers* 
The  furgeons  are,  for  the  moft  part,  young 
men  without  experience,  a  thing  much  to 
be  lamented,  for  no  voyage  ftands  more  in 
need  of  men  of  medical  merit.  It  is  true,  that 
furgeons  of  ability  will  not,  for  a  (light  re- 

compence, 
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^  Without  reckoning  the  gold,"  feathers^ 
and  other  articles,  fuch  as  proviiions,  &cq* 


'  "CHAP.    IX. 

Of  the  manner  of  treating  the  negro  Jl^d^m 

IT  is  not  fufficicnt  that  the  overfcer  £bouli 
be  merely  verfed  m  all  I  have  hitherto  ck-^ 
plained,  in  order  to  promote  the  benefit  o^ 
his.  emolovers  :   he  mufl:  know*  beiuies^  hour 
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\>y  whom  I  (hould  be  treated  with  care  and 
humanity. 

If  I  am  deceived  in  the  rules  I  would  lay 
down,  I  doubt  that  a  man  who  has  never 
been  in  a  ftate  of  captivity  can  furnifli  better* 

An  overfeer,  therefore,  muft  be  well  in- 
formed in  thefe  particulars,  if  he  chufes  not 
to  expofe  his  employers  to  great  and  irrepa- 
rable lofles.  A  fuccefsful  fpeculation,  ariling 
from  favourable  circumflances,  ihould  not 
give  him  too  blind  a  confidence ;  he  fhould 
take  care  to  be  always  on  his  guard.  . 

An  agent,  befides,  ihould  be  acquainted 
with  the  manner  of  treating  and  feeding  his 
flaves.  He  Ihould  endeavour  to  make  them 
look  on  him  as  a  father ;  he  has  then  nothing 
to  fear,  for  a  father  furely  is  fafe  in  the  midd: 
of  his  children,  and  an  agent  is  in  like  fecu- 
rity  among  his  flaves,  when  he  knows  how 
to  foften  the  rigor  of  their  captivity. 

In  fuch  an  occupation  it  is  eafy  to  make 
himfclf  beloved  and  rcfpefted;  nor  can  I 
yet  conceive  how  a  man  can  incur  the  detef- 
tation  of  his  flaves.  I  have  had  more  than 
once  as  many  as  a  hundred  and  twenty  ne- 
groes under  niy  care.     I  went  every  day  to 

fee 
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thcfe  nations,  while  one,  and  even  two  pa 
of  irons  is  fcatce  enough  for  every  fingle  cap- 
tive of  the  Yolofs.  You  mufl  take  care  that 
their  irons  are  well  ri vetted^  and  examine 
them  every  night  and  morning-  Above  all, 
you  mufl  obferve,  if  poflible,  never  to  put 
more  than  twenty  of  that  nation  together  ia 
one  place.  ^M 

It  is  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  FrencK^ 
to  put   the  women  in  irons,  and  yet  they  are 
more  dangerous  than  the  men.    In  complying 
however  with  this  humane  pra£lice»  aU  com- 
munication between   the  men  and  womea 
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Thefe  five  maladies  may  be  reduced  to  four, 
by  omitting  ulcers,  which  are  not  in  the  leaft 
dangerous,  being  occafioned  only  by  flight 
wounds,  and  eafily  cured,  except  when  the 
blood  is  infefted  with  virus. 

Of  all  difeafes  the  fcurvy  is  that  which  at- 
tacks the  negroes  moft  fatally^  It  will  fome- 
times  depopulate  a  veflel  in  a  few  days.  This 
malady  is  occafioned  by  foul  air,  by  neglect- 
ing cleanlinefs,  and  fometimes  by  the  bad 
quality  of  the  water. 

The  Banbaras  are  more  fubje£t  to  this  plague 
than  the  other  negroes.  Care  muft  be  taken, 
therefore,  to  fupply  them  with  the  frelheft 
provifions  that  can  be  procured,  without  pay- 
ing any  regard  to  their  predileftion  for  every 
thing  that  is  fait ;  for,*having  no  fait  in  their 
own  country,  they  no  fooner  get  the  tafte  of 
it  in  their  captivity,  than  they  contradt 
an  immoderate  liking  to  it,  and  mix  it  pro- 
fufely  with  every  thing,  they  eat.  Great 
care  muft  be  taken  to  prevent  the  dangerous 
confequences  of  this  habit. 

The  itch  proceeds  from  the  uncleanlinefs 
of  the  captives  purchafed  from  the  Moors. 
On  their  way  to  the  colony  thofe  flavcs  lie 

Z  promifcuoufly 
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promifcuoufly  with  their  mafterSt  who,  for 
the  mo  ft  part,  are  eaten  up  by  that  diforder-^ 
Wheti  they  arrive  at  Seaegal  they  com  muni 
cate  the  infeftion  to  the  companions  of  the 
mifery,   except  great  care  be  taken  to  kec 
them  apart  till  they  be  cured.     It  is  therefor 
neceiTary  to  put  in  a  feparate  place  the  ne- 
groes  brought   down   by  the  Moors,  if  one 
would  prevent  the  difeafe  from  iufecling  th^ 
whole  habitation »  ^ 

The  worms  are  aim  oft  as  dangerous  as  the 
icurvy.  They  carry  off  a  great  number  of 
thefe  wretches^  and  that  fo  faddeidy,  that  ^| 
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negal  than  in  our  climate.  Few  negroes  are 
exempt  from  it,  and  on  that  account  their 
ulcers  are  more  difficult  to  cufe,  and  demand 
a  peculiar  attention,  it  is  therefore  neceflary 
to  know  thofe  diforders  and  their  caufes,  and 
to  carry  with  one  the  proper  remedies. 

The  overfeer  Ihould  have  fome  knowledge 
of  thofe 'drugs,  by  which  means  he  would 
always  have  the  medicines  of  a  good  quality, 
and  ready  to  be  adminiftered.  The  fcarcity 
.  of  perfons  well  informed  in  thefe  particulars, 
j;enders  it  neceflary  to  take  every  precaution. 
Every  man  ha§  his  nojtrums  for  the  curing  of 
thofe  diforders ;  I  (hall  not,  however,  men- 
tion niine,  though  I  have  often  employed 
them  with  fuccefs. 

The  following  note  of  the  principal  articles 
that  ought  to  form  the  materia  medica  of  aa 
agent,  may  not  be  without  its  ufe. 


Salts, 

Nitre 

Glauber 

Ammoniac 

Epfom 

Powders. 

Roche.Ue 

Jefuits  Bark 

Duobus 

Ipecacuanha 

Vegetable 

Rhubarb 

Zz 

Jalap 
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Jalap 

liquorice                 ^H 

Emetic  Tartir 

Dog  Gn&               ^M 

Cremor  Tartar 

Rhubarb                  ^H 

Scmeu- contra,  or 

Angelica                ^H 

Worm-powdor 

^1 

Hellebore 

H«Ri»s.       ,^H 

■^    Eupborbium 

Wormwood              ^^ 

Miaetoe 

Coratiaaof  Corfica        1 

Zedoary 

Fumitory                       ^ 

Gentian-root 

And  fomc  otb«r  em<4- 

Saffron 

lient  plantf,   whicfa 

3enn» 

are  not  found  at  the 

ITr  Aurss. 

m 
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CathoUcum 

Vinegar  of  the  Four 

Dia(cordium 

Thieves 

Confeft.  Hyacinth 

Volatile  AlkaU  . 

ConfcSt.  Hamec 

Burnt  Allum 

Hoffman's  Anoine  li* 

Plaisters. 

quor 
Oil  of  Sweet  Almonds 

Divine 

Other  Articles, 

Diachilon 

Barley- 

DeVigo 

Honey 

Hemlock 

Manna 

Diapalma 

Senna 

Rhubarb 

Balsams* 

Juniper 

Arcens 

Anniieed 

Commanders 

Coriander 

Balf.  Tranquil 

Mifletoe 

Meliffe  Water 

Camphor 

Cologne  Water 

Blue  Vitriol 

Goulard 

White  Vitriol 

Oil  of  Turpentine 

Hartihom 

Spirit  of  Scurvygrafs 

Mercurial  Pills 

Antifcorbutic  Wine 

Corrofive  Sublimate 

Arquebufade  Water 

Rock  Allum 

23 
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CHAP.    X. 

Route  from  Senegal  to  Galam^  by  way  of  the 
River ^  in  leagues^  according  to  the  meafure^ 
:  ment  of  the  Negroes. 

* Leases. 

THE  diftance  from" the  ifland  of  St. 
Louis,  at  Senegal,  to  Podor,  a  French 
fort,  ereded  on  the  territory  of  the 
Poules,  is  generally  eftimated  at         -         70* 

In  the  whole  extent-  of  the  river,  as 
far  as  this  port,  the  traffic  of  negroes,* 
millet,  and  other  trifling  articles,  is  car- 
ried on  during  all  the  year.  In  the 
month  of  May  the  famous  gum-trade 
is  alfo  carried  on  with  the  Yolofs,  the 
Braes,  andthe  Wals,  who  are  all  of  . 
negro  race,  and  with  the  Bracnarts 
and  Trafarts,  two  Moorifh  nations ;  •  -^ 
namely,  with  the  Bracnarts  in  the  De- 
fertj'ahd  the  Trafarts  at  Cocq,  a 
point  of  the  ifland  on  which  the  fort  of 
Podor   is   built  ;     and   at   Portrendie, 

' "    ,  Carried  over   70 
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Le;igues. 

Brought  over     70 
along  the  coaft  where  the  Englifli  are 
allowed  to  traffic.  From  Podor  to  Dou- 
mons  -  -  -  15 

Doumons  is  the  firft  mart  for  the 
millet  trade  among  the  Poules.  At 
this  place  there  is  much  bufinefs  tranf- 
a£ked  in  Water  melon-feed,  tiger-fkins, 
feathers  of  all  kinds,  and  negro  foap. 
This  village  is  fituated  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  river. 

From  Doumous  to  Mafou,  a  place 
where  the  tide  ceafes  to  ebb  and  flow, 
and  where  the  fame  articles  of  com- 
merce are  to  be  found,  but  in  fmaller 
quantities  than  at  Doumons         -         -        8 

From  Mafou  to  Haliburum,  the  firft 
place  where  the  navigation  of  the  river 
becomes  difficult,  on  account  of  fand- 
banks  -  -  -  6 

From  Haliburum  to  the  famous  rock 
called  Dguioul  de  Diable,  or  the  De- 
virs  Mouth,  the  moft  dangerous  part 
of  all  the  river  -  -  30 

Z  4         Carrie^i  over  1 29 
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From   Dguioul 


Brought  over    1 2oj 
de  Diable    to    the 
Great  Caual 

From  the  Great  Canal  at  Saldee,  the 
place  of  general  reudczvous  of  the  con- 
voy for  the  payment  of  duties 

The  whole  route  from  Senegal  to  Saldee  f  49 


All  the  villages  of  the  Poules,  except 
Doumons  are  on  the  bank  oppofite  to  the 
Moorifli  territories  ;  none  of  thcfe  vUbfie^     1 
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All  thefe  places  belong  to  the  Poules^  and 
arc  under  the  government  of  the  Aimamy  of 
that  nation,  and  much  traffic  is  carried  oa 
there  in  millet,  elephant^s  teeth,  and  tobacco, 
called  improperly  Galam  tobacco,  <  for  the 
plant  is  not  at  all  cultivated  between  Validienta 
and  Tuago. 

Validienta  is  the  refidence  of  a  prince  whofe 
anceftors  were  dethroned  by  the  Maraboux  of 
the  Poules.  The  inhabitants  of  this  village 
and  neighbouring  country  that  furround  it, 
obey  that  prince,  without  however  being  free 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Aimamy  ;  they  form  a 
province  in  a  certain  degree  independent,  yet 
in  order  to  efcape  pillage,  they  from  time  to 
time  fubmit  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Poules. 

Tuago  is  the  principal  refidence  of  the 
Grand  Fouquet,  one  of  the  four  fovereigns  of 
the  Saracolets. 

Baquelle  ia  a  village  of  great  ftrength,  the 
moft  confiderable  of  any  I  faw  in  thefe  can- 
tons. The  lord  of  the  place  is  a  powerful 
prince,  and  rivals  the  authority  of  the  Fou- 
quet. 

Cotterat.  Yafre. 

Galam.    From  Saldee  to  this  place  is 
reckoned  a  journey  of  twenty  days, 

which, 
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Brought  over   129 
From  Dguioul  de  Diable    to  the 
Great  Canal  -  -  j 

Frcni  the  Great  Canal  at  Saldcc,  the 
r!ice  of  general  reudezvous  of  the  con« 
>  oy  for  the  pajment  of  duties         •         16 

The  whole  route  from  Senegal  to  Saldee  149 


All  the  villages  of  the  Poules^  except 
Dojmcns  are  on  the  bank  oppofite  to  the 
Afo'jnlh  territories  ;  nope  of  thefc  villa^ 
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All  thefc  places  belong  to  the  Poules,  and 
arc  under  the  government  of  the  Almamy  of 
that  nation,  and  much  traffic  is  carried  oa 
there  in  millet,  elephant's  teeth,  and  tobacco, 
called  improperly  Galam  tobacco,,  for  the 
plant  is  not  at  all  cultivated  between  Validienta 
and  Tuago. 

Validienta  is  the  refidence  of  a  prince  whofe 
anceftors  were  dethroned  by  the  Maraboux  of 
the  Poules.  The  inhabitants  of  this  village 
and  neighbouring  country  that  furround  it, 
obey  that  prince,  without  however  being  free 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Almamy  ;  they  form  a 
province  in  a  certain  degree  independent,  yet 
in  order  to  efcape  pillage,  they  from  time  to 
time  fubmit  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Poules. 

Tuago  is  the  principal  refidence  of  the 
Grand  Fouquet,  one  of  the  four  ibvereigns  of 
the  Saracolets. 

Baquelle  ia  a  village  of  great  ftrength,  the 
moft  confiderable  of  any  I  faw  in  thefc  can- 
tons. The  lord  of  the  place  is  a  pow^erful 
prince,  and  rivals  the  authority  of  the  Fofu- 
quet. 

Cotterat.  Yafre. 

Galam.    From  Saldee  to  this  place  is 
reckoned  a  journey  of  twesty  davs, 
^^  wliicfa. 
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which,  at  the  rate   of  eight  leagues  a 
day,  make  -  -  -  l< 

From  Senegal  to  Saldee         -         *       Ij 

Total,  from  Senegal  to  Galatn,  30^ 

Validienta  is  the  firft  place  of  any  confided 
able  traffic  in  the  Have  trade*  Yafre  is  one 
of  the  principal  marts  for  this  trade;  and  it 
all  the  other  villages  of  the  Saracolet  nation^ 
this  trade,  as  well  as  that  of  ivory,  is  carried 
on  in  great  abundance;  and  it  is  at  thefe  places 
where  the  Laptots  of  Senegal  take  in  the  arJ| 
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Galam  is  not  the  principal  mart  of  trade  ; 
it  is  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  Senegal  cap- 
tains, and  the  Maraboux  of  the  country.  The 
price  of  flaves  being  agreed  upon  here,  the 
traders  repair  to  Tamboucanne,  a  large  village 
of  the  fame  country,  fixteen  leagues  above 
Galam.  The  route,  therefore,  that  the 
caravan  which  condufts  the  flaves  has  to  take, 
may  from  the  above-mentioned  mart  be  com- 
puted at  325  leagues. 

Between  Podor  and  Galam  the  nations  are 
all  Mahometans,  and  drink  very  little  brandy. 
Beyond  the  limits  of  Galam,  up  the  river, 
this  liquor  is  a  profitable  article  of  trade  ;  the 
people  are  almoft  all  Pagans,  and  drink  it  to 
excefs.  The  negroes  between  Podor  and  Se- 
negal, although  of  the  Mahometan  perfuafion, 
are  paflionately  addidled  to  brandy,  which 
they  drink  without  any  fcruple.  The  Mara- 
boux alone  abdain  from  this  indulgence. 

A  longer  refidence  in  the  colony  would 
have  given  me  a  deeper  infight  into  the 
means  of  carrying  on  fuccefsful  trade  with 
thefe  nations ;  yet  I  truft,  that  in  the  fore- 
going (heets  I  have  touched  upon  what  might 
be  confidered  as  of  mofl:  general  utility. 

NARRATIVE 
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Brought  over    i  z^ 
From  Dguioul   de  Diable    to   the 
Great  Canal 

From  the  Great  Canal  at  Saldee^  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous  of  the  con- 
voy  for  the  payment  of  duties  *  1  ( 

The  whale  route  from  Senegal  to  Saldce  14] 

All    the  villages    of  the  Poulef,   except] 
Doumons  are  on  the  bank  oppoiite  to  the 
Moorifh  territories  ;  none  of  thcfe  villages  fl 
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All  thefc  places  belong  to  the  Poules,  and 
are  under  the  government  of  the  Almamy  of 
that  nation,  and  much  traffic  is  carried  oa 
there  in  millet,  elephant's  teeth,  and  tobacco, 
called  improperly  Galam  tobacco,,  for  the 
plant  is  not  at  all  cultivated  between  Validienta 
and  Tuago. 

Validienta  is  the  refidence  of  a  prince  whofe 
anceftors  were  dethroned  by  the  Maraboux  of 
the  Poules.  The  inhabitants  of  this  village 
and  neighbouring  country  that  furround  it, 
obey  that  prince,  without  however  being  free 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Almamy  ;  they  form  a 
province  in  a  certain  degree  independent,  yet 
in  order  to  efcape  pillage,  they  from  time  to 
time  fubmit  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Poules. 

Tuago  is  the  principal  refidence  of  the 
Grand  Fouquet,  one  of  the  four  fovereigns  of 
the  Saracolets. 

Baquelle  is  a  village  of  great  ftrength,  the 
moft  confiderable  of  any  I  faw  in  thefe  can- 
tons. The  lord  of  the  place  is  a  powerful 
prince,  and  rivals  the  authority  of  the  Fou- 
quet. 

Cotterat.  Yafre. 

Galam.    From  Saldee  to  this  place  is 
reckcmed  a  journey  of  twenty  days, 

which, 
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compence  alfo,  when  wc  had  put  the  reft  of 
the  crew  afhore !  We  only  efcaped,  hoif^ 
ever,  from  this  firft  danger,  to  be  the  yidim^ 
of  another  of  a  ftill  more  dreadful  kind. 

I  alked   the  captain   at  what  diftance  Kc 
fuppofed  we  might  be  from  Senegal ;  but  Was 
far  from  being  fatisfied  with  his  anlwer.     Vtn 
ktiowing  confequently  what  route  to  fdMow, 
I  told  my   companions,  that  I  could  harcSy 
flatter  myfelf  that    I  (hquld  be  able  to  Icac} 
them  to  fome  hamlet  of  the  Trargea  naticto, 
where  I  might  hope  to  tpeet  with  fqitieofthe 
Arabs  with  whom  I  had  had  dealings  at  the 
fettlement  of  Senegal,     t*  la  that  cafe/*  added 
I,   **  pur  qaptivity  would  be  lefs  rigorous  atid 
of  (hortcr  duration.     But  I  dread  our  meeting 
with  fome  horde  of  the  tribes  of  Ouadelims, 
and  Labdcfleba,   a  favage  race,  whofc  only 
,  food  is  the  milk  of  their  camels,  and  who  are 
for  eyer  wandering  up  and  down  the  defert.'* 
We  had  fcarccly  landed,  when  I  prevafbid 
vpon  my  companions  to  climb  up  th4'  rocks, 
and  to  try  to  difcovcr  on  what  ftjore  Provi- 
dence had  thrown  us.  When  we  had  reached 
the  Summit,  \ye  perceiyed  an  immenfe  plain, 
covered  with  white  fand,   over  which  were 

thinly 
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ing  of  the  fhip,  and  ran  immediately  upon 
deck,  imprefled  with  the  idea  that  we  were 
upon  a  flat ;  but  how  great  was  my  afton-.fh- 
inent  when  I  perceived,  that  wc  were  in  a 
kind  of  bafon  formca  by  rocks.  I  hafted  to 
awake  the  fleeping  crew.  '*  G-t  up  it' you 
value  your  lives/'  faid  I,  "  we  touch  the 
ground.'*  The  Captain  came  upon  deck  in 
great  confternation  ;  and  fuch  was  the  terror 
common  to  him  and  his  officers,  that  he  gave 
ojdcrs  to  fteer  towards  the  rocks.  The  vcllel 
thus  diredlcd,  and  at  the  flime  time  ftrongly 
impelled  by  the  current,  ftrnck  three  times, 
and  at  length  remained  without  motion  on 
the  fand. 

All  of  a  fudden  a  horrible  din  affailed  our 
cars  :  the  mafts  began  to  crack  ;  the  flapping 
fails  were  rent  into  rags  by  the  violence  of 
the  wind  ;  and  the  loud  clamour  of  the  faiiors 
was  confounded  with  the  bellowing  furge. 
So  great  was  the  confternation,  that  no  one 
thought  of  faving  his  hfe.  O  my  wife  !  O 
my  children]  cried  every,  tongue,  '^"^  e 
every  hand  was  lifted  up  to  Heaven,  '^^^e 
mafts,  however,  were  foon  cut  away  to  e^^ 
the  fhip  J   but  thefe  were  fruitlefs  cares ;  for 

A  a  the 
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the  water  had  already  fouiid  its  way  into  the 
cabin- 
In  this  wretched  fituation,  I  flepped  up  tc 
the  Captain,  whofe  difmay  was  (o  great,  thai 
it  prevented  hirn  from  comiag  to  any  refc 
lution.      It  %v as  only  eighteen  mouths  fmci: 
Captain  Carfin  had  met  with  the  like  misforij 
tune  near  Cape  Blanco,  and  bj  (hooting  liim^l 
felf  in  defpair,  he  had  occafioncd  the  loQ 
fevera!    lives.      Afraid   that  we   might  lole 
Captain  le  Turc  in  the  fame  manner,  1  eic^ 
horted  him  to  be   patient,   and  tried  to  miie 
his  drooping  fpirits ;  but  it  was  in  vain,  and  wc 
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AH  thefe  precautions  being  taken,  I  called 
out  to  thofe  on  board  to  throw  a  tow  rope 
into  the  boat,  that  (he  might  be  hauled  back 
to  the  veflel,  in  cafe  we  fhould  be  fortunate 
pnough  to  get  fafe  to  the  fhai^c.  The  cap- 
tain^  the  mate,  and  three  fourths  of  the  crew, 
not  daring  to  be  the  firft  to  try  this  defperate 
chance,  thefe  were  the  only  means  that  re- 
liiained  to  fave  them* 

Scarcely  had  we  touched  the  water  with 
our  oars,  when  the  eddy  of  the  fea  forced 
them  out  of  our  hands  ;  the  boat  was  overfet, 
the  waves  difperfed  us,  and  threw  us  all  upon 
the  beach,  except  M.  Devoife,  brother  to  the 
Conful  of  Tripoli,  in  Syria.  I  rufhed  into  the 
fea,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  rfefcue  him 
from  a  watry  grave. 

.  Our  wretched  compai^ions,  who  had  re-, 
mamed  on  board  the  fliip,  no  longer  looked 
•op  to  us  for  afliftance ;  but  I  foon  revived 
their  fainting  hopes,  by  leaping  into  the  water 
with  M.  Yan,  whofe  zeal  was  ever  ready  to 
fecond  mine,  and  who  found  means  to  pre- 
vail upon  the  reft  to  join  us  in  our  endeavours 
to  get  the  boat  afloat.  We  effefted  it  with  a 
great  deal  of  labour  ;  but  great  was  our  re- 
A  a  a  compence 
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compence  dlfo,  when  we  had  pnt  the  reft  of 
the  crew  afhore !  We  only  efcapedj  hoifw 
ever,  from  this  firfl  danger,  to  be  the  vi£lira 
of  another  pf  a  ftill  more  dreadful  kind. 

I  aflted  the  captain  at  what  difbnce 
fiippofed  we  might  be  from  Senegal;  but  wl 
far  from  being;  fatisfied  with  his  anlwer. 
kt^owing  confequcntly  what  route  to  follow/ 
I  told  my  qompanions,  that  I  coqld  hiirdly 
flatter  nriyfelf  that  I  fhqnld  be  able  to  Jead 
them  to  fome  hamlet  of  the  Trargca  nation, 
where  I  might  hope  to  meet  with  fome  of  the 
Arabs  with  whom  I  had  had  dealinsjs  at  the 
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thinly  fcattered  a  few  creeping  plants,  not 
unlike  the  branches  of  coral.  The  feed 
they  bear  is  of  the  fame  colour,  and  nearly  of 
the  fame  form  as  muftard-feed.  The  Arabs 
i;;all  it  jivezoudj  gather  it,  and  make  a  pafle  of 
it,  that  they  coalider  as  a  luxury.  At  a  great 
l^ance,  the  eye  could  difcover  hills  of  fmall 
elevation,  which  being  covered  with  a  fpecies 
of  wild  heath,  refembled  an  extenlive  forcft^ 

While  walkiilg  towards  thefe  hills,  I  per- 
ceivoJ  fome  earners  dung  upon  the  ground^ 
(and  fpon  aftef  faw  feveral  grazing  in  different 
. jplaces.  We  could  then  no  longer  doubt  that 
tihis  diftrif):  was  inhabited,  and  felt  ourfelves 
Jnore  at  cafe  after  the  difcovery  ;  for  without 
knowing  among  what  people  our  fate  had 
<;ondu£ted  us,  we  were  the  happier  on  ap- 
proaching hunian  habitations,,  as  hunger, 
.Jvhich  began  to  be  importunate,  might  have 
jdiiven  us  to  direful  extremities,  l^o  one 
;  J^ew  better  than  I  what  we  had  to  fear  from 
>t ;  ^nd  the  efFeds  of  thirft  were  flill  more  to 
)bedreaded« 

This  fad  reflexipn  occupied  my  mih(i,  when 
J  perceived  fonie  qhildren  at  a  di/liance,  hail- 
ing to  colle^  their  herds  of  gbats^  and  to 

Aa3  ^         drive 
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vifible  in  their  faces,  ere  long  caHed  up  the 
fpirit  of  tdifcord.  Thcjr  determined  to  make 
•us  fwim  on  board;  and  get  out  of  the  ihip 
every  thing  it  was  poflible  to  fave ;  but  we 
all  declined  it,  bn  the  pretence  of  not  {wim- 
ming,  and  they  were  obliged  to  go  aboard 
themfelves.  How  ftrongly  was  the  kzr  of 
not  having  as  much  as  thofe  who  had  fwum 
to  the  fhip,  expreffed  by  thofe  who  remained 
afliore  !  The  women  were  particularly  out^ 
rageous; 

In  the  mean  time  the  news  of  our  fliipi 
wreck  was  already  fpread  over  the  country ; 
and  the  greedy  favages,  whofe  numbers  could 
not  fail  to  excite  ftill  further  jcalouiy,  were 
feen  running  down  from  every  quarter :  they 
foon  came  to  blows,  and  feveral  loft  their 
lives.  The  women,  enraged  at  not  being 
able  to  plunder  the  fhip;  fell  upon  us*,  and 
tore  off  the  fmall  remains  of  clothes  we  had 
upon  our  backs :  they  were  particularly  at*- 
tentivc  to  mine^  which  I  had  prefervcd  till 
then,  and  which  they  thought  deferved  a 
preference. 

My  mafter,  who  was  more  like  any  thing 
elfe  than  a  warrior,  and  who  perceived  that 

the 
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Shipping  on  their  coaft,  they  will  know  us  to 
be  unfortunate  fhipwrecked  Frenchmen. 

When  we  drew  near  the  favagesj  fome  of 
my  companions,  among  whom  were  the  firft 
and  fecond  mates,  difperfed  ;  but  they  were 
immediately  furrounded  and  feized  by  the 
collar.  It  was  not  till  that  moment,  when 
the  rayS  of  the  fun  were  refleded  from  the 
poliflicd  fteel  of  their  daggers,  that  we  dif- 
covcred  them  to  be  armed ;  for  not  having 
perceived  it  as  yet,  I  had  advanced  without 
fear.  The  two  unfortunate  men,  who  had 
been  carried  off,  not  making  'their  appearance 
again,  all  my  efforts  to  flop  the  others  became 
fruitlefs :  fear  took  poffeflion  of  their  minds  ; 
they  uttered  Unanimous  cries  of  defpair,  and 
ran  o£F  in  various  direftions.  The  Arabs, 
armed  with  weighty  cutlaffes,  and  little  maces, 
ruflied  on  them  with  incredible  ferocity ;  and 
I  fbon  beheld  fome  of  them  wounded,  and 
others  ftripped  naked,  and  ftretched  out  al- 
moft  breathlefs  on  the  fand. 

la  the  midft  of  this  horrible  maflacre,  I 
perceived  an  unarmed  Arab.  From  his  drefs 
I  took  him  for  one  of  thofe  who  had  accom- 
panied Prince.  AUicoury,  in  a  vifit  he  had  for- 
Aa4  merly 


..^««4  x/cvouC)  ana  tiv( 
who  had  never  quitted 
which  told  us  but  too  ) 
bot  \e&  unfortuaate  tha 
me  by  the  hand,  looked 
counted  my  fingers,  an 
the  hollow  of  mine,  mal 
ieveral  motions  with  1 
aflied  me  who  I  was, 
there^  and  how  I  had  foi 
I  traced  the  form  of  a  (hi 
with  the  aififtancc  of  the 
was  acquainted  with,  an< 
found  means  to  make  h 
1  folicited  his  afliflance  U 
place  of  out-  deftination. 
about  me  wherewith  to  r 
bl?,  and  this  laft  article 
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equal  hafte  to  deliver  to  him  the  cfle6ts  of 
which  I  had  jnft  fpoken.  I  gave  him  two 
very  handfome  watches,  one  a  repeater,  with 
the  chains  belonging  to  thenn,  a  gold  flock- 
bmrkle,  two  pair  of  filver  buckles,  a-rihg  fet 
with  brilliants,  a  filver  cupi  fork,  and  fpoon, 
and  two  hundred  livres  in  fpccie.  I  thought 
fi remarked,  that  though  much  pleafed  with 
the  trinkets,  *&c.  he  was  ftill -more  fo -with 
the  money.  With  great  care,  arid  ftill  p-eater 
myftery,  he  hid  his  treafure  in  his  blue  (hirt, 
promiling  not  to  abandon  me.  The  precau- 
tion I  had  taken  in  favihg  thefe  valuable  eY- 
fefts,  proved  to  me,  in  the  end,  an  almoft  in- 
exhauftible  fource  of  forrow. 

As  (bon  as  the  Arab's  booty  was  fecure,  he 
alked  on  what  part  of  the  coaft  wie  had  been 
ihipwrecked.  I  pointed  it  out  to  him ;  and 
he  immediately  called  feveral  of  his  people, 
^nd  told  them  to  follow  him.  From  the 
manner  in  which  they  addrefled  him,  I  per- 
ceived that  my  protedor  was  a  man  of  con- 
fequence;  and  indeed  he  was  their  prieft, 
whom  they  call  Ta/l^e. 

When  arrived  at  the  fea-fide,  they  began 
to  utter  loud  cries  of  joy ;  but  the  jealoufy, 

vifible 


all  declined  it,  on  the 
ming,  and  they  were 
themfelves.  How  ftr 
not  having  as  much  as 
to  the  fhip,  expreffed  1: 
afliore !  The  women 
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In  the  mean  time  th 
wreck  was  already  fpre 
and  the  greedy  favages, 
not  fail  to  excite  ftill  fi 
feen  running  down  fron 
loon  came  to  blows,  d 
lives.  The  women,  e 
able  to  plunder  the  Ihi 
tore  off  the  fmall  remai 
upon  our  backs  :  they 
tcntivc  to  minex    ix^N'.'^'- 
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tlie  number  of  Arabs  was  every  moment  in- 
creafing,  called  two  of  his  friends^  whom  he 
very  wifely  admitted  to  the  partnerlhip  of 
twelve  Ihipwrecked  men  that  had  put  them* 
felves  under  his  protcftion.  This  was  the 
beft  means  of  acquiring  partizans,  and  of  pre- 
ferving  the  portion  he  had  referved  for  him- 
felf.  After  having  made  the  neceifary  ftipu- 
lations,.  as  well  for  Iharing  what  had  already 
been  got  out  of  the  fhip,  as  for  the  divifion  of 
the  flavcs  that  had  been  made,  he  withdrew 
from  the  crowd  by  way  of  fccuring  us  againft 
any  infult*  It  was  in  a  miferable  hut,  cover* 
ed  with  mofs,  that  we  were  lodged,  or  rather 
heaped  upon  one  another. 

Our  mafter's  firfl:  care  was  to  fearch  us 
fcrupuloufly,  for  fear  we  fhould  ftill  have  any 
.thing  concealed.  Unfortunately  for  them, 
my  companions  had  not  been  able  to  keep  the 
imalleft  article  for  him,  fo  that  in  his  ill  hu- 
inour  he  treated  them  without  the  leafl:  re- 
gard. He  took  away  even  their  fhirts  and 
handkerchiefs,  giving  them  to  underftand 
that  if  he  did  not,  fome  other  would.  He 
wanted  to  go  the  fame  length  with  me,  but 

Itold 
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ivith  'which  I  had  juft  enriched  him,  return- 
ed to  the  beach,  to  fee  what  was  coming  to 
hitn  of  the  plunder  of  the  (hip.  During  his 
a|bfeiK)d  a  band^vf  Ouadelinis  came  to  beiiege 
fJup  retrea«:n  They  lacked, ^phindered,  and 
cwtrtiinied  i?Wiy  thing.  They  laid  hold  of 
fdm^^  6f  1SS  by  the  throats,  of  rqthers^  by  the 
h€iil(;  'twordf  then^  advanced  towards  ine^ 
took  me  by  the  arma,  and  dragg^  me  firfl: 
one  way^  '^d  ^en  anotfaw. '  .The  finall  re- 
Hiains  of  my  drefs  became  the  objeiS:;  of  their 
jdalo\:^s  fury.  More  of  them  run  up,  fur- 
round,  and  carry  me  off;  and  after  having 
torn  off  my  ihirt  and  neck-handkerchief, 
puihed  me  behind  a  heap  of  fand.  There 
they  coinmittcd  all  kind  of  outrages  upon 
piypeffon:  I  gave  myfelf  up  for  loft,  and 
thought  that  I  was  going  to  expire  beneath 
their  blows.  The  cords  with  which  they 
'jprcre  preparing  to  tie  me,  feemed  to  announce 
that  my  laft  hour  was  at  hand.  I  was  in  this 
cruel  expectation,  when  one  of  the  aflbciates 
of  my  mafter  ran  up,  quite  out  of  breath, 
f '  Stop,''  cried  he,  "  you  have  committed 
unheard  of  outrages  in  the  hut  of  Sidy  Ma- 
hammet,    our  talbe.     Not  contented  with 

having 
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long  kept  in  goat  Ikins;  anJ  even  this 
wretched  repaft  was  interrupted  by  cries  of 
alarm,  which  we  heard  at  fome  diftance. 

One  of  Sidy  Mahammet's  friends  ran  up  to 
hirh  to  advife  him  to  hide  himfelf  as  fafl  as 
foflible,  as  the  Ouadelims  were  pouring  ia 
from  all  quarters,  with  the  intention  of  car^ 
rylng  off  what  his  horde  had  captured. 
**  P^ly  with  your  flaves,"  faid  he,  ^'  while  I 
go  and  affemble  fome  of  our  people ;  and  at 
the  dawn  6f  day  we  will  fet  off  on  our  march 
to  return  to  bur  habitations."  I  have  iincr 
learned  that  the  Arabs  of  the  horde  of  Lab- 
deffeba  had  only  repaired  to  the  fea-coaft 
three  days  before  our  fhipwrecfc,  to  gather 
wild  grain  for  the  fubfiftence  of  their  fami-^ 
lies.  A  place  of  rendezvous  was  agreed 
upon;  after  which  we  went  and  hid  bur- 
fclves  behind  fome  hillocks  of  faud,^where 
we  remained  till  fome  Arabs  of  a  different 
tribe,  but  equally  interefted  in  the  preferva* 
tion  of  their  plunder,  cartie  to  join  us,  and  re- 
inforce our  band^  A  guide,  who  had  gone 
before  us,  had  placed  fmall  pyramids  of  ftones 
from  diftance  to  diftance,  to  point  out  the 
j-oad  we  were  to  follow,  and  to  prevent  our 

falling 
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might  not  lofe  fight  of  him  ;  and  after  much 
danger  and  fatigue,  I  have  got  him  out  of  the 
iiands  of  thofe  who  had  carried  him  oft.  I 
aflc,  as  the  reward  of  my  pains,  that  he  npay 
be. one  of  the  flaves  that  are  to  belong  to  me. 
I  have  the  greater  right  to  him,  as  I  faw  him 
deliver  to  his  mafter  a  quantity  of  effects^ 
which  feemed  to  be  very  valuable."  Imme- 
diately a  crowd  of  women  and  children  gar 
thercd  round  me.  They  looked  at  me  atteur 
tively,  and  all  cried  out  together,  Es  Rev. 
.  .  Sidy  Mahammet,  enraged  at  what  None* 
gem  had  juft  revealed  in  regard  to  his  trear 
iure,  and  at  the  pr^tenfions  he  had  juft  difr 
covered,  caft  upon  him  a  look  full  of  con-  , 
tempt  and  anger,  and  fpoke  as  follows:' 
^*  Whether  this  Chriftian  be  rey  or  not,  he 
belongs  to  me :  he  came  of  his  own  accord 
to  throw  himfelf  into  my  arms,  and  I  have 
promifed  to  proteft  and  conduct  him  tp 
Prince  Allicoury.  I  hayc  given  my  word, 
and  I  hope  the  tribunal  will  make  a  diftinc- 
tion  iu  favour  of  my  rights,  between  a  man 
of  my  character,  and  fuch  a  one  as  Nouegem, 
)vhom  I  Ihould  punifh  feverely  if  1  treated 
him  as  he  dcferves."     The  reader  may  judge 

from 
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from   hence   of  the  pride  of   the   ArabUn 
prices. 

"  Since  fuch  arc  your  pretenfion^/'  ar 
fwered  the  Arab,  **  nud  as  your  flave  cannc 
be  uiine^  he  fliall  die  by  my  hand/'  On  faj 
jiig  thefe  words,  he  drew  his  dagger  to  ft  a! 
ine.  I  ilrood  trembling  5H:uL;i;h  i':i^  barba- 
rian's threatening  ft  eel ;  but  tuy  mafter,  wth* 
out  lofs  of  time,  threw  upon  me  a  kind  of 
jofary  *  of  enormous  length  ;  he  then  took  a 
little  book  which  hung  to  his  girdle  :  and  at 
the  fame  inftant  the  women  rufhed  upon  me, 
and  took  me  out  of  the  hands  of  Nouegcra  to 
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ieeing  again*  But,  good  heavens  !  in  what  a 
flate  did  I  find  them !  they  had  already  begun 
to  feel  the  torments  of  hunger.  They  had 
ate  nothing  for  two  days ;  nor  was  1  lefs  ex- 
b^fted  than  they ;  but  the  critical  circum- 
^i^^f^ces  in  which  I  had  found  myfelf,  had  fo 
agitated  my  fpirits,  that  I  had  in  a  mapner 
Ipft  .the  faculty  of  feeling  the  want  by  which 
1  wa^  fo  hardly  preiTed. 

j/^yhen  become  a  little  more  tranquil,  I  re- 
ijie^ed  on  the  danger  from  which  I  had  fo 
fpf;tunately  efcaped ;  and  my  emotion  was  fo 
gr^at  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  weeping. 
I.  en4?avoured  to  conceal  from  every  eye  this 
teftimony  of  my  fenfibility  and  grief.  But 
^rpe  womei;!  perceiving  it,  inftead  of  being 
moved  to  compaflion  threw  fg.nd  in  my  cycs^ 
a$  they  faidj^  to  wipe  away  my  tears.  Luckily 
|1}^  nigl^t  coming^on,.afid  concealing  me  from 
their  view,  faved  me  from  thp  fury  of  thefe 
monfters. 

Three  days  had  already  elapied  fince  we 
were  made  flaves,  and  we  had  as  yet  had  no- 
thing to  eat  but  a  little  meal,  fpoiled  by  the 
fait  water,  and  rendered  ftill  more  deteftable 
by  a  mixture  of  barlcjy-rneal,  that  had  beea 
B  b  long 
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At  the  fame  inftant  I  perceived  my  mafter 
advancing  towards  me.  Not  knowing  his 
defign,  1  called  out  to  him  that  if  his  inten- 
tion was  to  avenge  his  countrypian,  he  would 
find  me  prepared  to  go  any  length,  rather 
than  fufFer  myfelf  to  be  ftruck.  My  refolu- 
tion  and  threats  made  him  laugh;  however 
he  difpelled  my  apprehenfions,  by  telling  mp 
1  had  nothing  to  fear.  This  adventure  made 
me  imagine  that  with  firmnefs  I  might  avoid 
a  great  deal  of  ill-treatment,  to  which  I  could 
not  fail  of  being  expofed,  if  1  fhewed  any 
figns  of  fear,  and  1  often  experienced  after- 
wards, that  this  idea  was  well-founded. 
Thefe  i\rabs  are  only  braye  where  they  mee^ 
with  no  rcfiftance. 

Soon  after  1  faw  preparations  made  which 
gave  me  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs.  Flints 
were  heated  in  a  large  kind  of  furnace  ;  I  faw 
a  great  {lone,  which  was  lying  under  a  bu(h, 
taken  up;  a  hole  was  dug  in  the  earth,  and  the 
Arabs  frequently  repeating  my  name,  burft 
into  violent  fits  of  laughter.  At  length  they 
called  me,  and  made  me  draw  near  the  hole 
they  had  juft  dug.  He;,  whom  I  had  beat, 
made  me  a  number  of  figns  with  his  hand, 

paffiug 
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foiling  into  the  midft  of  fome  hoftilc  horde, 
particularly  that  of  the  Ouadelims.  Thefe 
people,  indeed,  are  univerfally  fo  greedy  and 
ifapacious,  that  friends,  or  enemies,  they  are 
almoft  equally  to  be  feared.  At  break  of 
day,  all  thofe  that  had  Chriftian  flaves,  hav- 
mg  joined  us,  we  fet  off  on  our  march  for  the 
inland  country,  where  refided  the  families  of 
our  refpeftive  mafters* 

'  It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  exprefs  how 
much  we  had  to  fufFer,  cfpecially  from  thirft. 
It  becatne  fo  painful  to  us  to  move  our 
tohgucs,  that  we  did  not  dare  to  aflc  one  ano- 
ther any  queftions.  We  were  obliged  to  go  the 
fame  pace  tis  the  camels,  which  were  hurried 
bn  at  a  rapid  rate ;  and  our  mafters,  from  the 
fear  of  our  being  taken  from  them,  marched 
and  counter- marched  us  fo  many  different 
ways,,  that  it  was  fifteen  days  before  we 
rtached  their  habitation,  while,  by  following 
the  direfl:  road,  we  (hould  have  arrived  there 
at  moft  in  five. 

After  having  climbed  up  mountains  of  a 
prodigious  height,  and  entirely  covered  with 
fmall  grey  ftones  as  fharp  as  flints,  we  de- 
fended into  a  fendy  bottom,  thickly  fown 
B  b  z  with 


nun  on  his  camel ;  but 
part,  fo  far  from  being ; 
caufe  of  my  fufFering 
The  camel's  pace  is  nat 
his  trot  exceedingly  har 
had  nothing  between  i 
bare  back,   fo  that  iu 
dreadfully  galled.     My 
the  flanks  of  the  camel 
instead  of  exciting  the 
paffion  of  thefe  barbari 
matter  of  amufement. 
of  my  fufferings;  and  t 
it  the  better,  urged  on  tj 
they  were  mounted.     J 
doubt  have  become  inci 
come  to  a  violent,  thouj 
■tion,  that  of  letting  mvfe 
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In  the  duflc  of  the  evening,  we  perceived  a 
very  thick  fmoke,  and  I  thought  we  were 
approaching  fome  hamlet  where  we  (hould 
find  fomething  to  eat,  and  above  all  fome- 
thing  to  drink ;  but  I  foon  faw  that  it  was 
nothing  but  underwood,  behind  which  our 
guide  had  taken  up  his  lodging.  I  went  and 
ftretched  myfelf  out  behind  a  bufli,  and  there 
waited  for  death ;  but  fcarcely  had  I  laid 
down  when  an  Arab  of  our  company  came  to 
make  me  get  up  and  unload  his  camel.  I 
was  fo  incenfed  at  the  manner  in  which  this 
man  gave  me  orders,  that  I  anfwered  him 
without  any  ceremony.  Immediately  he 
fnatched  off  my  head  an  old  failor's  hat  that 
had  been  given  to  me  inftead  of  my  own, 
Jpit  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  contempt,  and  feiz- 
cd  me  very  roughly  by  the  arm  to  drag  me 
towards  the  camel.  As  foon  as  he  laid  his 
hand  upon  ipe,  I  was  no  longer  mafter  of  my 
refentment.  I  began  by  giving  him  a  blow 
in  the  face  with  my  fift ;  then  difengaging 
myfelf  from  his  hands,  I  took  up  a  ftick  with 
a  lance  at  the  end,  and  ran  up  to  ftrike  him, 
but  he  took  to  his  heels,  and  thus  efcaped  the 
cfFefts  of  my  anger. 

B  b  3  At 
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ufe  of  their  nails,  the  better  to  t>car  away  the 
little  remaining  flefli ;  they  then  threw  them 
to  us,  enjoining  uS  to  eat  with  difpatch,  and 
reload  the  camels,  that  we  might  renew  our 
march  without  delay. 

The  fun  was  near  fetting,  when  by  the 
light  of  its  fiery  rays  (for  in  this  country  the 
fun.almoft  always  fets  in  a  red  horizon)  we 
difcovered  tents  fcattered  here  and  there 
upon  a  rifipg  ground,  and  flocks  and  herds 
returning  from  pafture.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  camp  we  were  approaching  came  out  in 
crowds  to  meet  us;  but,  far  from  praftifing 
the  kind  laws  of  hofpitality  in  our  regard, 
they  loaded  us  with  abufe,  and  made  us  fuffer 
the  moft  inhuman  treatment :  two  of  my 
fellows  in  misfortune  were  reduced  to  a  moft 
dreadful  ftate ;  the  women  efpecially,  far 
more  ferocious  than  the  men,  took  a  pleafurc 
in  tormenting  therp.  The  fefiftance  our 
mafters  dared  to  oppofe  was  a  very  feeble 
one ;  they  fcemed  on  the  contrary  delighted 
to  fee  that  more  attention  was  paid  to  us  than 
to  the  lading  of  their  camels. 

I  had  removed  to  a  little  diftance  from  mine, 
when  all  on  ^  fudden.  perceiving  a  man  level 

a  double- 
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gaffing  it  backwards  and  forwards  along  his 
neck,  as  if  he  was  going  to  cut  off  his  .head, 
or  meant  to  make  me  underiland  that  I  fhouLd 
lofc  mine.  Determined  as  I  was  to  make  a 
flout  refiftance,  all  thefe  geftures  excited  very 
unpleafant  feelings.  But  how  great  was  my 
/urprize,  whpn,  oii  approaching  the  cavity,  I 
faw  a  leathern  bottle,  a  little  bag  containing 
barley  meal,  and  a  goat  that  had  been  lately 
killed  taken  out  of  it.  The  fight  of  thefe 
provifions  reftored  me  to  my  tranquillity,  al- 
though I  was  ignorant  of  the  ufe  to  which 
the  heated  flints  were  to  be  applied*  At 
length  I  faw  a  wooden  veflel,  in  which  fome 
barley-meal  had  been  thrown,  filled  with 
water ;  and  the  heated  pebbles  thrown  into 
it  fervcd  to  make  it  boil.  It  was  thus  that 
our  mafters  made  a  kind  of  pafte,  which  they 
kneaded  in  their  hapds,  and  fwallpwed  withr 
out  chewing.  As  to  us  {lave?,  our  repaft 
confifted  of  the  fame  meal  mixed  up  with 
water :  it  was  throwii  upon  a  carpet  which 
fcrved  pur  mafter  tp  put  under  his  feet  dur- 
ing the-  prayer,  and  as  a  mattrafs  at  night. 
After  having- for  a  long  while  kpeaded  this 
pafte,  hedelivered  it  to  me  to  divide  it  with  my 
B  b  4  fellow 
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reduced  as  I  was  to  the  neceffity  of  making 
my  complaint,  I  did  it  with  fo  much  vehe- 
mence, that  I  excited  the  curiofity  of  fomeof 
thefe  monfters. .  They  aflced  my  mafter  who 
I  was.  **  He  is  a  Chriftian,'*  anfwered  he, 
*'  who  muft  needs  be  very  rich.  He  has  a 
great  quantity  of  muikets,  balls,  flints,  and 
fcarlet  cloth  *.  To  judge  how  much  he  is 
fuperior  to  the  reft,  it  was  fufficicnt  for  us  to 
fee  that  he  was  far  more  richly'  drcffed,  to 
perceive  that  his  linen  was  perfumed  with  ^ 
very  agreeable  fcent-f-,  and  to  know  that  he 
received  Prince  Allicoury,  his  wife,  and  all 
his  retinue  at  his  houfe.** 

I  had  thought  to  avoid  a  great  deal  of  bad 
treatment,  by  faying  that  this  prince  had 
come  to  pay  me  a  vifit ;  and  to  prove  it  I  had 
mimicked  his  buffoons,  who  are  called  egeums. 
This  kind  of  farce  pleafed  my  mafter  fo 
much,  that  he  made  me  repeat  it  as  often  as 
he  hnd  an  opportunity.  He  made  ufe  of  this 
little  itratagem  to  divert  thofe  by  whom  he 

^  He  thought  thnt  the  (lores  in  the  king's  warehoufcs. 
belonged  to  mc. 

t  This  fccnt  was  nothing  more  than  lavender,  of  which 
«^v  linen  had  retained  the  fmell. 

f?arc4 
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pur  rcpaft  was  over,  each  of  us  retired  to 
fleep  behind  a  bufli. 

As  early  as  the  dawn  of  day,  we  heard  our 
xnafters  voices,  ordering  us  to  affemble  and 
load  our  camels.  After  having  obeyed  them, 
we  continued  our  journey  with  the  fmall 
quantity  of  provifions  that  remained.  It  was 
almoft  noon  when  we  halted  in  a  plain, 
where  we  did  not  find  a  fingle  tree  to  fhadc 
us  from  the  rays  of  the  fun,  which  came 
down  perpendicularly  upon  our  heads.  There 
we  were  employed  in  unloading  the  camels, 
and  in  tearing  up  roots  to  make  a  fire,  a  piece 
of  bufinefs  the  more  difagreeable,  as  in  this 
country  all  the  trees,  roots  and  flirubs  are  co- 
vered with  thorns.  As  foon  as  the  fire  had 
heated  the  fand,  the  goat  was  entirely  cover- 
ed with  it,  and  we  continued  to  feed  the 
flames,  while  our  mafters  regaled  themfelves 
with  the  raw  greafe ;  they  even  feemed  to 
confider  it  as  a  great  dainty.  As  foon  as  the 
meat  was  dreffed,  it  was  taken  up ;  and  the 
Arabs,  without  giving  themfelves  the  time  to 
take  off  the  fand  that  was  (ticking  to  it,  de- 
voured it  with  incredible  voracity.  After 
having  well  gnawed  the  bones,  they  made 

ufe- 
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a  double-barrelled  gun*  at  nie,  I  prefented  my 
breall  to  him,  and  bad  him  fife.  This  aft  of 
firmnefs,  to  which  he  was  no  doubt  little  ac- 
cuftomed,  aftpaifhcd  him,  and  his  furprize 
contributed  to  ftrengthen  my  idea,  that  an 
appearance  of  not  fearing  thefe  people,  keeps 
them  in  awe.  I  was  walking  up  to  the  man 
in  queftion,  when  a  ftone,  thrown"by  an  un- 
J^nown  hand,  but  which  I  fufpefted  to  be  that 
pf  a  woman,  ftruck  me  on  the  head.  I  was 
ilunned  for  a  moment ;  as  foon  as  I  reco- 
verpd  n\y  fenfe^,  I  fell  into  a  violent  rage^ 
and  called  out  for  vengeance.  This  was 
enough  to  fpread  fright  and  terror  among  the 
children ;  and  even  the  favages,  whp  were 
come  out  to  meet  ijs,  not  kjiowing  what 
might  be  the  matter,  took  flight.  One  of 
them,  however,  before  he  retired,  ftruck  mc 
on  the  breaft  with  the  butt-end  of  a  mulket, 
and  made  me  vomit  blood. '  If  I  could  have 
difcovered  the  man  who  dealt  the  blow,  I 
would  have  revenged  inyfelf  at  all  events ; 

*  In  the  courfc  of  a  few  years  pad,  fcveral  fhips  going 
on  the  flave- trade  have  been  ioft  on  that  coaft  :  the  Arabs 
hnving  taken  out  the  cargoes,  it  is  not  furprizing  that  they 
fliould  have  mulkets  in  their  pofllffion. 

reduced 
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know  what  prepoffefffed  him  in  my  favolir ; 
but  he  walked  up  to  me,  and  addreflcd  me 
thus :   ^^  Unfortunate  Chriftian,  my  brother 
has  been  long  my  debtor^  if  you  will  confent 
to  attach  yourfelf  to  me^  he  and  I  will  fettle 
the  matter  between  us/'   This  propofal  made 
me  tremble ;  for  it  feemed  to  threaten  me 
with  a  long  captivity.     I  was  fo  firmly  per- 
fuaded  that  mine  was  to  be  of  fliort  duration^ 
that  I  ran  in  hafte  to  acquaint  my  matter 
with  the   intentions  of  his  brother-in-Jaw* 
and  begged  him  not  to  confent  to  any  fuch 
arrangement*     I  gave  him  to  underftand  that 
my  ranfom  would  amount  to  more  than  his 
brother  would  give  him.     **  JDo  not  be  un- 
eafy/'  faid  he,  *'  when  you  leave  me,  it  fhall 
be  to  go  to  Morocco  or  Senegal,  and  that 
fhall   be  ere  long.'*     This   hope   filled  my 
heart  with  inexpreffible  joy.     However,  not- 
withftandlng  my  grateful  fenfe  of  Sidy  Sel- 
lem's  kind  behaviour,   his  propofal  left  un- 
pleafant  apprehenfions  ia  my  mind.    He  per- 
ceived it,  and  told  me  that  I  might  one  day 
repent  the  not  having  accepted  his  offers.     I 
attributed  this  difcourfc  to  his  defire  of  hav- 
ing me  in  his  pofTefTion  :   but  I  afterwards  dif- 
covered  that  he  had  not  deceived  me. 

Aftc^ 
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feared  to  be  plundered,  and  to  keep  their  at- 
tention other  wife  engaged.  Scarcely  had  he 
mentioned  my  talent  for  imitating  the  ege- 
ums,  when  I  was  furrounded  by  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  who  continually  repeated 
to  me  ganne^  fmg*.  As  foon  as  I  had  done, 
they  made  me  begin  again,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  comply,  as  Well  to  amufe  them,  as  to  pro-* 
cure  (why  Ihould  I  not  confefs  it)  a  few 
drops  of  camePs  milk,  the  reward  of  this 
ibrry  buffoonery. 

We  ftaid  only  one  day  in  this  canton,  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  however  ill-difpofed  in 
the  beginning,  were  good  enough  to  give  us 
provifions  for  three  or  four  days.  The  plains 
we  traverfed  in  advancing  towards  the  eaft, 
were  covered  with  little  pebbles,  as  white  as 
fnow,  and  as  round  and  as  flat  as  a  lentiL 
While  walking  we  heard  a  hollow  found  be-* 
xieath  our  feet,  as  if  the  ground  had  been  ex- 
cavated. Thefe  regions  afford  no  variety, 
the  country  being  entirely  flat,  and  not  pro- 
ducing any  plant  whatever.     The  horizon  is 

*  This  nation  is  very  fond  of  Anging :  they  generally 
l^gttbemfelTei  round  him  who  affords  them  this  pleafure. 

there 
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know  wlvAt  prcpoflfeffed  him  in  my  favoUr ; 
but  he  \\  alked  up  to  me,  and  addrefled  mc 
thu::  "  Unfortunate  Chriftian,  my  brother 
hr:S  been  long  my  debtor,  if  you  Will  confent 
to  attach  yourlelf  to  me^  he  and  I  will  fettle 
the  matter  between  us/'  This  propofal  made 
nie  tremble  ;  for  it  fecmed  to  threaten  me 
with  a  long  captivity.  I  was  fo  firmly  per- 
fuaJed  that  mine  was  to  be  of  fliort  duration^ 
that  I  r.ui  in  hafte  to  acquaint  my  matter 
with  the  intentions  of  his  brother-in-Jaw^ 
and  begged  him  not  to  confent  to  any  fuch 
arrarii-jcnvcnt.  I  gave  him  to  underftand  that 
niv  rnntom  would  amount  to  more  than  his 
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After  three  days  reft  among  the  Arabs  of 
the  horde  called  Larouflye,  we  fet  off  again 
on  our  march,  to  advance  further  up  the 
country,  where  we  were  to  find  the  famihes 
of  our  condudlors.  It  was  not  till  after  fix- 
teen  days  of  fatigue,  and  the  moft  dreadful 
want,  that  we  arrived  quite  fpent,  and  almofl 
reduced  to  Ikelctons. 

At  fun  rife  we  difcovered  a  hamlet  that 
feemed  at  firft  fight  a  delightful  abode.  Sc* 
veral  tents  fpread  under  tufted  trees,  and  in- 
numerable flocks  and  herds  feeding  upon  the 
hills,  made  this  place  look  like  the  retreat  of 
happinefs  and  peace ;  but,  on  a  nearer  approach, 
it  afTumed  quite  a  different  appearance.  The 
trees,  of  which  I  had  admired  the  verdant 
foliage,  were  old  gum-trees ;  and  their  boughs 
thick-fet  with  thorns,  rendered  the  fhade 
they  diffufed  about  them  inaccefSble.  Wc 
were  foon  perceived  upon  the  declivity  of  a 
hill,  which  led  to  the  abode  of  our  mafters. 

Several  black  flaves,  generally  employed  to 
tend  the  camels,  came  out  to  meet  them,  to 
kifs  their  feet,  and  enquire  about  their  wel- 
fare ;  while  the  children,  at  a  greater  diflance, 
made  the  air  re-echo  with  their  joyful  cries, 

C  c  and 
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not  been  able  to  fulfil  the  talk  afligned  thcnu 
I  awaked  my  mafler  with  redoubled  cries, 
and  though  I  as  yet  fpoke  the  language  but 
imperfedtly,  I  undertook  to  addrefs  to  him 
the  following  fpeech:  **  Did  you  then  onljr 
bring  us  here  that  we  might  be  killed  by  your 
cruel  wife  ?  Recolle£):  the  promife  you  made 
me ;  condu£l  me  without  delay  to  Senegal, 
or  to  Morocco  ;  otherwife  I  declare  to  you, 
that,  were  it  to  coft  me  my  life,  I  will  have 
you  robbed,  if  I  cannot  do  it  myfelf,  of  all  the 
valuable  efFefts  I  delivered  tx>  you.  I  (hall 
cafily  find  a  mafter,  who  will  treat  me  with 
more  humanity  than  you  da'* 

The  approach  of  feveral  of  his  neighbours, 
witneflcs  to  the  vehemence  of  my  anger, 
feemed  to  give  great  uneafinefs  to  my  mafter, 
who  was  afraid  that  I  fhould  recount  the 
number  of  the  ettefts  delivered  to  him.  He 
came  to  me,  took  me  by  the  arm,  and  pufhed 
me  baAily  into  his  tent,  defiringmenot  tomake 
fo  much  noife.  He  then  offered  me  a  por- 
ringer of  milk  :  **  Carry  it,*'  faid  I,  "  ^o  my 
companions,  who  are  dying  of  want.**  He 
anfwered  that  he  was  going  to  give  them 
ibme,  and  that  he  begged  me  to  bequiet.  I  then 

ihowed 
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that  by  offering  them  to  her,  I  might  attraft 
^  more  favourable  notice.  I  knew  that  the 
Moorifli  women  were  paffionateljr  fond  of 
odours,  particularly  of  that  of  cloves;  How- 
ever, flie  received  my  prefent  with  infulting 
haughtinefs,  and  drove  me  from  her  tent  with 
contempt.  A  moment  after,  this  woman, 
the  moft  fpiteful  I  ever  knew,  and  hated  by 
^11  about  her  on  account  of  the  malignity  of 
her  difpoiition,  came  to  order  Meff.  Devoife^ 
Baudre,  and  myfelf,  who  had  fallen  to  her 
hufband's  lot,  to  unload  the  camels,  to  dlean 
a  kind  of  kettle,  and  to  go  and  tear  up  roots 
to  make  a  fire.  While  fhe  was  come  to  make 
Jenown  hier  will  to  us,  her  dear  hufband  had 
fallen  quietly  afleep  on  the  knees  of  one  of  his 
concubines. 

'  The  hope  of  foori  obtaining  my  liberty  give 
me  the  fortitude  neceffary  to  enable  me  to 
bear  the  hard  ufage  of  this  tyrannical  woman. 
I  fet  off  then  to  make  faggots ;  but  how  great 
was  my  diftrefs,  when  on  my  return,  I  fkw 
two  of  my  fellows  in  misfortune  cruelly 
beaten,  and  flretched  out  upon  the  fand. 
They  had  been  treated  thus,  becaufe,  their 
ftrcngth  being  entirely  exhaufted,  they  had 
C  c  a  not 
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and  that  we  fhould  {dt  off  as  foon  as  he 
could  procure  them.  I  was  the  more  dcfi- 
rous  of  expedition,  as  the  nights  began  to  be 
very  cool;  and  the  abundant  dew  wetted  us  be- 
hind the  bufhes,  which  ferved  as  for  a  retreat : 
it  is  true  we  found  a  refourcc  in  this  dew, 
fince  by  fcooping  it  up  in  our  hands  from  off 
our  naked  bodies,  it  helped  to  quench  our 
thirft,  the  rage  of  which  was  not  diminiflied 
by  the  coolnefs  of  the  night ;  and  this  was  a 
drink  we  preferred  to  our  urine,  to  which 
we  were  very  often  reduced. 

I  fpoke  a  fecond  time  to  my  matter,  who 
anfwered  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  perfuade  me  of 
every  thing  he  thought  proper.  ^^  Do  you 
think,'*  faid  he,  '^  that  it  is  poffible  to  travel 
in  fuch  hot  weather  without  provifions,  and 
above  all  without  water  r  We  ihould  alfb 
meet  with  great  difficulty  in  getting  to  Scnc^ 
gal,  the  river  that  furrounds  it  having  over- 
fiv-^wed  all  the  plains;  we  (hould likewife have 
♦reaibn  to  fear  the  Arabs  of  the  horde  of  Trar- 
gea,  who  arcourenemies.  I  tell  you  the  truth," 
added  he,  *'  we  Ihall  be  obliged  to  wait  till 
the  month  of  October.  At  that  period  the 
jrain  wi|l  water  our  deferts,    and   procure  us 

pafture 
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fiiowed  him  my  bleeding  and  excoriated 
arms.  *•  Rccoileft,"  faid  I,  in  my  broken 
language^  **  that  at  the  moment  of  owr  fliip- 
wreck,  you  exclaimed,  on  looking  at  my 
hands,  tbefe  are  not  accujiomed  to  laborious 
work ;  and  yet  you  require  from  me  the  hardeft 
labour.  Your  countrymen  experience  very  dif- 
ferent treatment  in  my  country.'*  Hcwasafto- 
nifhed  to  hear  that  Moors  ever  went  to  France. 
*^  We  will  talk  of  that  another  time,'*  repli- 
ed he ;  ^^  in  the  mean  while  do  not  defpond, 
I  will  take  as  much  care  of  you,  as  of  my  own 
fon.  I  forbid  you,"  added  he  to  his  wife, 
♦^  to  require  him  to  do  the  leaft  hard  work,  as 
I  forbid  him  to  obey  you.  Let  fome  barley 
be  boiled  for  thefe  flaves.  I  (hall  come  ere 
long  to  fee  if  my  orders  have  been  executed." 
From  that  moment  1  became  the  objeft  of 
the  favourite's  moft  implacable  hatred. 

The  end  of  Auguft  was  approaching  faft, 
without  my  feeing  the  fmalleft  travelling  pre- 
parations. I  had  already  aiked  Sidy  Maham^ 
met  what  he  was  waiting  for  to  conduft  me  to 
Senegal.  He  anfwered  that  he  was  looking  out 
for  two  ftoutand  vigorous  camels,  that  might 
be  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  the  journey, 
C  c  3  and 
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to  tend  the  ewes  and  goat$«  M.  Devoifc,  on 
account  of  his  age^  and  bad  health,  was  ex- 
empt from  all  laborious  fcrvitude ;  but  he  was 
only  the  more  to  be  pitied^  as  he  was  forever 
expofed  to  bad  treatment  from  the  cruel 
Arabs,  from  whofe  prefence  1  was  happy  to 
be  removed  by  my  new  employment. 

One  evening,  when  I  was  coming  back 
with  my  flock,  one  of  my  ewes  brought  forth 
a  lamb  upon  the  declivity  of  a  hilL  I  took  it 
in  my  arms,  and  carried  it  with  equal  hafte 
and  care  to  my  matter's  favourite.  I  prefent-r 
ed  it  to  her,  as  foon  as  I  perceived  her,  thinker 
ing  Ihe  would  receive  it  with  the  fame  plea* 
fure  Ihe  had  always  teftificd  on  fimilar  occa^ 
fions.  I  aiked  her  at  the  fame  time  if  (he 
would  give  me  the  firft  of  the  mother's  milk, 
according  to  their  cuftom  of  giving  it  to  him 
who  has  the  care  of  the  flock.  By  way  of  an- 
fwer,  (he  threw  a  knife  at  my  legs,  drove  mc 
out  of  her  tent  with  contempt,  and  loaded  me 
with  abufe.  Her  huftand,  witi)efs  to  this  bru- 
tality, came  and  told  me,  that  he  would  make 
me  amends  by  giving  me  a  larger  quantity  of 
milk.  1  had  always  believed  in  the  fincerity 
of  his  promifes  ;  but  how  great  was  my  ailo- 

.   nifliment 
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pafturc  for  our  camels.  It  would  be  impof- 
fible  otherwife  to  find  fubfiftence  for  them 
during  fo  long  a  journey.'*  I  was  fully  fen- 
fible  of  the  propriety  of  this  reafoning,  and 
refigned  myfelf  patiently  to  my  fate. 

The  famifhed  flocks  could  no  longer  find 
pafture  ;  and  in  the  evening  on  their  return^ 
the  ewes  and  goats  brought  back  their  udders 
almoft  empty.  It  was  their  milk,  however, 
and  that  of  the  camels,  that  was  to  ferve  as 
the  fupport  of  a  numerous  family.  Let  any 
one  judge,  from  this,  how  much  our  portion 
was  diminiflied.  In  our  quality  of  Chriftians, 
the  very  dogs  were  preferred  to  us,  and  it 
was  in  their  diflies  that  we  received  our 
Ibanty  allowance. 

One  day  the  keeper  of  the  camels  cried 
out,  that  it  was  a  (hame  for  him  to  ferve  a 
mafter  weak  enough  not  to  impofe  that  talk 
upon  his  flaves.  His  favourite  woman  did 
not  fail  to  back  this  complaint,  fo  that  her 
hu{band,whohad  long  made  me  his  dupe,  per- 
fuaded  me  alfo  that  to  prevent  the  others  from 
murmuring,  it  was  neceflary  that  Baudre 
fhould  take  upon  him  that  care,  r,  i^cing  the 
youngeft.     Soon  after  I  was  like"**    obliged 
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nifhment,  in  paffing  behind  the  tent,  to  hear 
the  villain  laughing  with  his  wife  at  the  blow 
flie  had  juft  given  me.  I  was  much  incenf- 
ed  ;  but  nothing  could  equal  my  anger  in  the 
evening,  when,  on  going  to  fetch  the  milk 
he  had  promifed  me,  I  faw  the  Moorifli  wo- 
man come  in  a  rage  to  fnatch  it  out  of  my 
hands,  that  (he  might  give  one  half  of  it  to 
her  dog. 

We  were  drawing  near  the  end  of  October,  ^ 
and  not  a  drop  of  water  had  as  yet  fallen.  My 
(ituation  became   mere  wretched  every  day. 
I  had  nothing  but  a  forry  bit  of  packing  cloth 
round  my  waift ;    I  was  abandoned  by  all  the 

world Men  of  feeling  minds  !   tranfport 

yourfelves  for  a  moment  to  my  defcrt,  and 
3^ou  will  no  longer  think  it  impoffible  to  flied 
tears  of  blood. 

The  plains,  the  vallies,  every  thing  was 
parched  up,  and  nothing  remained  for  the 
nourifliment  ,of  the  cattle :  the  feafon  was 
far  advanced  ;  the  month  of  December  was 
begun,  the  period  at  which  the  rain  generally 
ceafes  till  Oftober.  For  three  years,  the 
heavens  had  refufed  this  favour  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  defcrts.     Were  we  going,  by 

a  fourth 
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You  fay  that  your  fituation  is  very  wretched ; 
but  it  will  ftill  be  much  worfe  than  you 
think.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  fate  re- 
ferved  for  you  ?  Fire  and  flame  await  you, 
to  torment  you  to  all  eternity.  Do  you  un* 
derftand  your  own  religion  ?^  I  immediately 
undertook  to  explain  to  him  all  its  excellence. 
After  having  liftened  to  me  for  fomc  time, 
be  retired,  faying,  "  that  he  preferred  a  bowl 
of  buttermilk  to  all  the  abfurdities  I  bad  been 
uttering.'*  Alas  !  there  are  no  tonnents  that 
this  fanatical  priefl  did  not  make  me  undergo, 
to  oblige  me  to  embrace  his  religion. 

Meiiieurs  Devoife  and  Baudre,  who  bad 
heard  this  converfation,  (which  I  have  much 
abridged)  cxprefTcd  to  me  the  fatisfadtion  they 
felt  at  it.  They  flattered  themfelves  it  would 
in  fome  degree  foften  the  rigour  of  their  fitua* 
tion.  The  hour  of  milking  the  camels  being 
come,  I  was  called  to  receive  my  portion,  and 
that  of  my  companions.  On  feeing  that 
they  virerc  larger  than  ufual,  I  thought  that 
my  morality  had  indeed  operated ;  but  on 
taftingit,  we  perceived  that  the  augmenta- 
tion was  nothing  but  rain  water,  of  which 
.llie  dole  was  every  day  fo  much  incrcafed, 

that 
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that  we  had  foon  nothing  but  water  a  little 
whitened  with  milk,  which  weakened  us  to 
an  incredible  degree,  and  reduced  us  to  the 
hard  neceffity  of  feeking  our  food  with  the 
cattle.  The  wild  plants  that  they  trod  under 
foot,  and  raw  fnails,  were  from  that  time  al-> 
moft  our  only  aliment  till  the  moment  of  our 
deliverance.  It  behoved  us  however  to  pre- 
pare for  new  fatigues.  I  wa^  charged  to  yoke 
the  camels  to  the  plough,  to  till  the  ground, 
and  to  fow  the  feed ;  and  my  mafter,  not  con- 
tented with  employing  me  in  his  own  fervicc, 
hired  me  out  to  other  Arabs  for  a  portion  of 
milk.  I  ihould  infallibly  have  fallen  a  viftim 
to  fatigue,  if,  from  time  to  time,  I  had  not 
purloined  a  few  handfuls  of  barley ;  and  it  is 
to  this  theft,  very  juftifiable,  I  think,  that  I 
owe  my  prefervation. 

"  You  fee,'*  faid  I  to  ray  mafter,  "  with 
what  fubmiffion  I  do  every  kind  of  work. 
I  make  faggots,  I  chum  butter,  I  tend  the 
flocka,  I  pull  up  roots,  I  prepare  camel's 
hair  for  your  wife  to  fpin,  I  till  the  earthy  I 
dp  every  thing  in  a  word  that  you  require  of 
me ;  I  ferve  you  after  having  enriched  you, 
and  you  do  not  deign  to  give  me  a  few  rags 

to 
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to  cover  me  !" — Other  Arabs  more  compaP 
^  iionate  than  he,  and  ever  jealous  of  his  pof-' 
feffing  my  jewels,  which  they  confidcred  as 
ineftimable,  one  day  made  him  the  fame  re- 
proach, which  induced  him  to  fend  forme,- 
and  to  a(k  if  at  Mogador,  which  they  call  5b/- 
ra,  "a  good  ranfom  would  be  given  for  each 
of  us?'*  ''  I  told  him  he  (hould  be  fatisfied." 
— **  In  that  cafe,'*  replied  he,  "  you  may 
afk  a  Jcwifh  merchant  who  is  to  call  here 
to-morrow  to  give  you  fome  paper,  and  I  per- 
mit you  to  write  to  thofc  from  whom  you 
expert  affiftance.  The  Hebrew  merchant* 
called,  and  I  wrote  a  letter  which  I  addreffed 
to  the  conful  at  Soira,  or  if  there  fhould  not 
be  one  there,  to  the  perfon  who  might  repre- 
fent  him.  I  begged  him  to  commiferat6  our 
ills,  and  to  afford  us  the  fpeedieft  remedy.  I 
pointed  out  the  beft  and  fafeft  means  of  fend- 
ing in  queft  of  us,  and  the  only  one  that 
could  procure  us  afpeedy  deliverance.t  This 

*  The  Jews  bom  in  the  defert  live  nearly  in  the  fatne 
manner  as  the  Arabs ;  but  thofe  who  inhabit  the  towns  arc 
more  rigid  obfervers  of  the  law  of  Mofes. 

t  If  ever  the  French  government,  or  any  other,  re- 
ceive information  of  the  lo(s  of  a  veflel  in  diefe  btttudes, 

it 
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letter  once  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ifraelite,  I  thought -myfelf  already  free :  Alas  ! 
how  did  my  hopes  deceive  nie  ! 

A  Moorifh  girl,  whofe  flocks  often  fed 
in  company  with  mine,  convinced  me  of  my 
error,  by  making  me  acquainted  with  the 
real  charafter  of  Sidy  Mahammet.  *'  If  he  had 
dared,'*  faid  flie,  **  he  would  not  have  treated 
you  better  than  your  companions:  perhaps 
he  would  even  have  taken  you  afide  to  mur- 
der you,  {o  little  is  he  averfe  to  the  commif- 
fion  of  crimes ;  but  he  fears  you  almoft  as 
much  as  he  does  his  two  brothers,  who 
have  taken  a  ftrong  liking  to  you.  If  he  has 
promifed  to  give  you  your  liberty,  'tis  only  to 
amufe  you ;  he  will  never  dare  remove  from 
hence,  for  fear  Moulem  Adaram  fhould  have 
him  taken,  feized,  and  rob  him  of  all  you 
gave  him ;  nay,  perhaps  of  his  life. 

it  would  be  advifeable  for  its  agents,  either  at  Mogador,  or 
Tangier,  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  a  Jew  of  the  name  of 
Aaron,  who  refides  at  Gouadnum.  This^  Jew  fends  his 
emiflaries  to  the  different  parts  of  Africa,  to  reclaim  the 
crev/s  of  (hipwrecked  veffels.  This  advice,  diftated  by  hu- 
manity, is  the  beft  that  can  be  followed. 

This 
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This  Moulem  Adaram  *  was  fbn  to  the 
emperor.  Having  heard  a  vague  account  of 
the  efFefts  I  had  brought  with  me,  he  ima- 
gined that  I  was  a  very  rich  Chriftian,  and 
came  in  confequence  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues  to  purchafe  me.  I  was  fortunate 
enough  however  never  to  belong  to  this  cruel 
prince^  who  had  revolted  againfl  his  Either. 

My  converfation  with  the  Moorifh  girl 
made  me  defpair  of  ever  feeing  my  country 
again.  This  wrung  my  heart ;  I  fell  into 
the  deepeft  defpondcncy ;  and  from  that  day 
I  experienced  nothing  but  new  fubjefts  of 
chagrin. 

I  no  longer  met  in  the  fields  with  my  fel- 
lows in  misfortune.  I  regretted  particularly 
the  company  of  the  Captain  ;  I  was  accuftonii- 
ed  to  it,  and  I  found  a  kind  of  conlblation  in 
talking  with  him  of  our  fufterings,  and  of  our 

•  Mcflicurs  Sorct,  (one  of  my  clerks)  Pinjon,  Surgeon 
of  tlie  fliip  Tas  deux  Jmis^  Brifficurc,  and  Jean,  Tailors,  fuf- 
fcrcd  the  moft  cruel  treatment  from  this  barbarous  prince. 
Sometimes  they  were  beat  with  flicks,  and  fometimes  their 
flcfh  was  mangled  with  daggers.  Burning  brands  and  red 
hot  irons  were  more  than  once  employed  to  torment  them. 
Monheur  Soret,  whofe  fears  will  attcft  the  truth  of  what 
I  advance,  is  Aill  to  be  found  at  Nantz. 

hopes. 
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hopes  of  foon  returning  to  our  native  coun- 
try.    One  evening,  when  the  "coblnefs  of  the 
weather  had  invited  my  camels  to  ftray  fur- 
ther than  lifual,  I  was  obliged  to  follow  them 
to  a  neighbouring  hamlet.     Heaven  I  what  a; 
horrible  fpqftacle  met  my  eyes !  the  wretched 
Captain^   fcarcely  to  be   known  but  by  the 
colour  of  his  body,  was  ftretched  out  upon 
the  fand.  ^  He  *  had  in  his  mouth  one  of  hia 
hands,    which-  his  extreme   weaknefs  had 
doubtlefs  prevented  him  from  gnawing.  Hun-* 
ger  had   fo  disfigured   him,  that  his  corpfb 
was  frightful  to  behold ;  all  his  features  were 
abfolutely  obliterated* 

A  few  days  after  the  fecond  Captain,  un-' 
able  any  longer  to  fupport  his  exceffive  weak^- 
nefs,  fell  fenfebcfs  under  a  gum  tree,  where 
he  lay  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  an  enormous 
ferpent.  The  famiflied  ravens,  hovering 
over  their  prey,  frightened  away  the  venom- 
ous animal  with  the  noife  of  their  cries,  and 
darting  on  the  body  of  the  defencelefs  viftim, 
immediately  began  their  voracious  repaft* 
Four  of  the  favagcs,  ftill  more  cruel  than 
thefe  ferocious  birds  of  prey,  witnefled  this 
horrid  fcene  with  indifference,  and  without 
D  d  making 
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making  the  leaft  eflbrt  to  af&tVl'Afliftsmce  to 
the  unhappy  futHker^     I  racf'^bwards    tfie 
fpot,  encouraged  by  the  liqpb'fhatniy 'endcfa- 
vours  to  fave  htm  might  fiot  prdhHc  altogether 
inefiedtual,  when  I  was  Adpptihy  thefe  bar- 
barians, who  infulted  me  by'frjribg,  **  That 
Chrifttan  is  about  to  be  burnt  in  the  flames.'* 
I  turned  from  this  place  of  horror,  without 
knowing  whither  I  went,  and  itifenfibly  fSU 
lowed  my  camels  and  fheep,  whom  it  would 
have  been  impoilible  for  me  to  conduA  to  the 
fold.     My  agitation  was  extreme ;  involun- 
tary tears  flowed  apace,  and  the  moil  alarm- 
ing apprehenfions  awakened  the  keenef^  fcnfc 
of  forrow  in  my  breaft.     On  my  arrival  at 
the  tent,   I  was   infenfible  to  every   thing 
around  me,    imagination  ftill  prcfcnting  to 
my  view  the  devouring  animals  bearing  away 
the  mangled  flefh  of  my  unfortunate  com- 
panion.    My  mafter,  ilruck   with  the  wild- 
iiefs    of   my   afpeft,    eagerly  enquired  the 
caufe.     "Go,*'  replied   I,  "  a  Tittle  diftancc 
from  hence,  go  and  (Contemplate  what   thy 
cruelty,    aided  by  that  of  thy  wife,  has  been 
the  means  of  producin"g.     Thou  haft  fuffered 
my  aflbciate  in  mifeiy  to  expire,  by  inhu- 
manly 
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letter  once  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ifraelite,  I  thought -myfelf  already  free :  Alas  ! 
how  did  nny  hopes  deceive  me  ! 

A  Moorifh  girl,  whofe  flocks  often  fed 
in  company  with  mine,  convinced  me  of  my 
error,  by  making  me  acquainted  with  the 
real  charafter  of  Sidy  Mahammet.  *'  If  he  had 
dared,'*  faid  flie,  **  he  would  not  have  treated 
you  better  than  your  companions:  perhaps 
he  would  even  have  taken  you  afide  to  mur- 
der you,  fo  little  is  he  averfe  to  the  commif- 
fion  of  crimes ;  but  he  fears  you  almoft  as 
much  as  he  does  his  two  brothers,  who 
have  taken  a  ftrong  liking  to  you.  If  he  has 
promifed  to  give  you  your  liberty,  'tis  only  to 
amufe  you ;  he  will  never  dare  remove  from 
hence,  for  fear  Moulem  Adaram  fhould  have 
him  taken,  feized,  and  rob  him  of  all  you 
gave  him  ;  nay,  perhaps  of  his  life. 

it  would  be  advifeable  for  its  agents,  either  at  Mogador,  or 
Tangier,  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  a  Jew  of  the  name  of 
Aaron,  who  refides  at  Gouadnum.  This^  Jew  fends  his 
emlffaries  to  the  different  parts  of  Africa,  to  reclaim  the 
CTtVsS  of  (hipwrecked  veffels.  This  advice,  diftated  by  hu- 
manity, is  the  beft  that  can  be  followed. 

This 
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but  the  fifler  of  ourmaflcr,  who  brought  hioo,^ 
his  milk,  faid,  "  Do  you  know  that  at  this, 
moment  the  ravens  are  devouring  the  entrails , 
of  Baudre  ?  A  fimilar  fate  awaits  you,  fqryoii. 
are  fcarcely  good  for  any  thing  elfe.*'     Not-*, 
withftanding  my  extreme,  weaknefs,  I  could , 
willingly  have  replied  to  this  tygrefs,  but  was.. 
reftrained  by  the  fear  of  flill  more  agitating, 
the  feelings  of  my  comrade.     Had  my  cou« 
rage  allowed  ma  to  di&lofe  poor  Baudre's  fate, 
on  firft  obferving  him,  I  might  perhaps  havcp. 
foftened  the  recital  of  his  melancholy  cataf^, 
trophe  ;  but  it  was  now  too  iate,  and  I  could 
only  accord  with  the  overflowings  of  hb  fym*. 
pathetic  tendernefs,  by  mingling  ray  tears 
with  thofe.  which  fell  from  him.. 

My  health,  which  had  hitherto  miracu^ 
loufly  fuftaintd  me  under  the  fevereft  pref- 
fures  of  difficulty  and  difeafe,  now  yielded 
to  their  painful  inflidions,  and  every  day  anr 
nounccd  frefli  (ymptoms  of  its  rapid  decline. 
Already,  like  the  poifouous  reptiles  of.  this 
iuhofpitable  climate,  I  had  twice  caft  my 
ikin  ;  but  the  pungency  of  my  grief  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  third  change,  finding  my  body 
covered,  if  I  may,  be  allowed  the  ejcprjsflion, 

with 
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hopes  of  foon  returning  to  our  native  coun- 
try.    One  evening,  when  the  coblnefs  of  the 
weather  had  invited  my  camels  to  ftray  fur- 
ther than  ufual,  I  was  obUged  to  follow  thein 
to  a  neighbouring  hamlets     Heaven  I  what  a 
horrible  fpqftacle  met  my  eyes  !  the  wretched 
Captain^    fcarcely  to   be   known  but  by  the 
colour  of  his  body,  was  ftretched  out  upon 
the  fand.  ^  He  *  had  in  his  mouth  one  of  hia 
hands,    which    his  extreme   weaknefs  had 
doubtlefs  prevented  him  from  gnawing.  Hun-* 
ger  had   fo  disfigured  him,  that  his  corpfb 
was  frightful  to  behold ;  all  his  features  were 
abfolutely  obliterated* 

A  few  days  after  the  feCond  Captain,  un-' 
able  any  longer  to  fupport  his  exceffive  weak^- 
nefs,  fell  fenfebefs  under  a  gum  tree,  where 
he  lay  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  an  enormous 
ferpent.  The  famifhed  ravens,  hovering 
over  their  prey,  frightened  away  the  venom- 
ous animal  with  the  noife  of  their  cries,  and 
darting  on  the  body  of  the  defencelefs  viftim, 
immediately  began  their  voracious  repaft* 
Four  of  the  favagcs,  ftill  more  cruel  than 
thefe  ferocious  birds  of  prey,  vvitnefled  this 
liorrid  fcene  with  indifference,  and  without 
D  d  making 
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inaAly  icfaiing  him .tbe.%aU  qu^tit^.of 
milk  ascciBity:  for  fuhfij^vence^  becaufe  his 
.emaciated  condition  and  ill,.ftatp;  of  h^^th 
rendered  faiminicafable  of  ^^^kin^  anj.  Ion* 
.^cir.     Redqoe^to  this  fitiiatianji  itwaspy^9)jr 
1  duty,  it  was  your  iatcreil,-,  ,^.  ,(fheriiK  him, 
and  adnunifler.tQ  bis  afflidio^i  fuch  comfoH 
-as  you  had  pawcr  tp  beftpw/'^.  Wheji  I  had 
.  done  ipeaking  to  my  maimer,  I  eiideavpured 
to  conceal  my  tears,  M'hich,  had  they  ^cjen 
obferved,  Would  ottly  have  excited  the  jaugfi- 
ter  of  thefe  monflers,  who  mfultiiigly  dc- 
jQred  nae  to  go  and  feek^  for  the  bldod-ilained 
girdle  of  the  y^retched  vidlim  of  their  barba- 
rity.    Fired  with  indignation  ac  fo  deteftable 
ia  propolitlon,  my  heart,  iickened  i  and  the 
fern  which  the  urgent  calls  of  hunger  had 
forced  me  to  eat,  occafioned  the  moft  painful 
\'omitings>  foUqwed  by  an  almoft  univerfkl 
lafntude»     I  had  however  ftrength  enough  to 
retire  behind  a  bu(h,  where  I  found  another 
of  my  unfortunate  countrymen.    He  afked 
me  the  caufe  of  my  uneafinefs,  and  whether 
I  had  feen  Baudre  ?  ^^  He  is  at  no  great  dif- 
tance,"  anfwered  I ;  for  I  could  not,  neither 
was  I  willing  to  tell  him  any  thing  further ; 
D  d  2  but 
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but  the  lilTer  of  our  maftcr*  who  brought  hi(n^ 
bis  milk,  fald,  **  Do  you  know  that  at  this  ^ 
moment  the  ravens  are  devouring  the  eatraiU  | 
of  Baudre  ?  A  fimilar  fate  awaits  yoUt-foryou  ^ 
are  fcarcely  good  for  any  thing  clfe/*     Not^ 
withftauding  my  extreme  wcakiiefs^  I  could  ^^ 
willingly  have  replied  to  thiB  tygrefstbut  was, 
retrained  by  the  fear  of  rtiU  more  agitating^ 
the  feeliogs  df  my  comrade*     Had  my  cou* 
rage  allowed  mato  dilclofc  poor  Baudre's  fate, 
on  firft  obferviag  him,  I  might  perhaps  hnvffi 
foftened  the  recital  of  his  melancholy  catjf^^ 
trophe  ;  but  it  was  now  too  lite,  and  1  could 
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Wrth  a  kind  of  fcurf  or  fcale,  refembling  thd  • 
natural  coating  of  the  Arabs.  My  feet,  mi- 
fcVabiy  wounded  by  thorns,  afforded  but  ar 
tottering  fupport  to  my  exhaufted  body  ;  and 
th^  wanton  cruelty  of  their  favage  diverfion, 
ih  "frequently  fetting  dogs  to  purfue  me,  from 
whofe  jaws  I  could  never  extricate  myfelf 
^fore  I  had  felt  the  fevcrity  of  their  fangs, 
all  contributed  to  my  incapacity  of  longer' 
tending  the  camels.  But,  to  compleat  my 
misfortune,  towards  the  end  of  February  arid 
Keginning  of  March,  the  exceffive  heats  had 
dried  up  the  water  we  found  in  the  canton,' 
and  not  a  drop  of  rain  had  fallen  to  nourilh 
the  ground  which  I  had  tilled  and  fowh.  Ai 
pafturage  for  our  cattle  could  no  longer  be 
found,  they  were  on  the  point  of  periflring, 
when  the  two  tribes  of  the  Latdeffcba^  and 
Ouadelims,  after  having  held' fcparate  delibe- 
rations, refolved  to  go  in  fearch  of  lands  oc- 
cupied by  a  more  induftrious  people  than 
themfelves. 

The  Ouadelims  carried  their  ratrages  as  far 

as  Gouadnum,  three  hundred  leagues  diftant 

from  the  place  of  our  encampment.     Several 

hordes  of  the  Labdeffeba,  of  a  lefs  roving  diT- 

P  d  3  pofition. 
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faid  I,  ^^  do  you  condemn  tbcfe  tribut^tfy 
tears  to  the  memory  of  my  departed  friei^j 
How  often  have  I  feta  you,  in  circumftaoce^. 
lefs  afFeding  than  mine,  roll  yourfelves  intb(f: 
duft,  and  your  eyes  bathed  in  tears^  yield  ^9[ 
all  the  pungency  of  bitter  grief  and  unayai}r 
ing  forrow  ?  Do  you  imagine  we  are  le^ 
gifted  with  the  tender  feelings  of  humanity.}; 
Undeceive  yourfelves  ;  in  trouble  we  are  sH 
friends  and  brethren.'*  Here  I  ceafcd  ipeak* 
iogt  it  being  impoffible  fw  me  to  continue 
longer  in  the  prefence  of  (hefe  beings,  wha 
differed  only  in  (h^pe  from  the  fayage  tyrants 
of  the  woody  and  were  infinitely  more  to  be 
dreaded* 

Although  I  had  only  enjoyed  the  acquaint^r 
ance  of  M.  Devoife  fince  our  departure  from 
France,  the  gentlenefs  of  his  difpofition,  the 
evennefs  of  his  teippert  and  perhaps  ftill  more 
the  fimilarity  of  our  iituation«  bad  linked  us 
fo  clofely  ia.the  bond9  of  irkBdjQupi  tbs^t  | 
moft  feelingly  deplored  his :  lo^'^*  v..  I  .i^qw  reir 
joined  my  only  furvmngne^tnpaiOL^n  4n:.|hs 
fields,  with  whom  I  WeotitQ  t^i^JlK^rfii^i^ 
a  talk  which  from  thp  fR^tjfj-^pf  It?A»rage 
became  more  trojtjblpftfne  ;eYi?ty  4*f;*  .Uis;.} 

On 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  .     ^^07 

were  found  in  our  circuit,  we  lived  upon  the 
carcafes  of  iheep  who  either  died  of  hunger 
or  difeafe.  But  tbefe  cafualties  not  adequately 
fupplying  our  ueccflities,  we  came  to  the  re- 
solution of  fmothering  feyeral  young  kids  in 
the  night  time,  knowing  that  our  maflerd 
lyould  reje^  their  carcafes,  as  their  law  does 
not  permit  them  to  eat  the  flefh  of  any  ani* 
mal  that  has  not  expired  under  the  knvfe. 

By  our  frequent  recourie  to  this  artful  ex- 
pedienty  death  became  common  among  our 
^bcksy  and  it  was  obferved  that  thofe  kids 
which  appeared  the  moft  healthy  in  the  even* 
^ng  when  they  were  aflembkd,  were  gene- 
rally found  dead  oa  the  following  morn- 
ings This  circumftaace  awakisniog  the  fuf- 
picioo  of  our  mafterst  we.  were  at  length  dif- 
coycred  in  the  ccvmniffioa  of  the  hd:.  We 
however  eicaped  puniifamenty  though  not 
without  gr^ttt  abulcf  and  the  intimidating 
menaces  of  deaths  ihould  wc  be  again  found 
guilty  of  iimilar  o^ences^  It  was  therefore 
nece0a|-y  for  us  to  coocert  new  means  for 
our  fupport*  Thaoks  to  my  good  conftitu- 
tioa,  I  foon  recovered  ftrength  enough  to 
enable  me  to  make  faggots,  which  I  had  not 
D  d  4  the 
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aj?6nies ;  and  the  reft  have  changed  ,thcir  fe* 

ligion,  as  the  only  alternative  they  had  to 
prefer ve  thcmfclvcs  from  perlfliing  thrpudb 
want.  For  myfelf.  Sir,  as  I  daily  experience 
themoft  cruel  treatment,  like  the  (wo  firil 
gentlemen,  I  muft  foon  fall  a  vi<5lim  to  t^Jl 
brutality  of  my  mafter.'*  '*  Alas  !  unfortu- 
nate youth,"  replied  I,  ♦*  do  not  inidujge^ 
thefc  melancholy  forebodings.  If  it  is  indeed^ 
true  that  fix  of  your  companions  have  fe- 
gaiheJd  their  native  Country,  our  lituatioq  wij(( 
foon  be  made  known  to  the  Miniifter,  from 
whofe  humanity  we  have  every  reafon  to 
hope  the  moft  vigorous  exertions  will  be  made 
in  our  favour ;  and  I  already  begin  to  flatter 
myfclf  our  fufFerings  will  not  be  of  long  du^ 
ration." 

Indeed  I  have  fmce  learnt,  that  on  the  firft 
intelligence  of  our  fhipwrcck,  the  Marfhal! 
de  Caftries  iflued  the  moft  preffing  orders  in 
cur  behalf;  but  the  Vice-Conful,  M.  IVlure, 
to  whom  thefc  orders  were  addrefled,  inftead 
of  fulfilling  the  benevolent  inftruftioiis  6£Jhis 
patron,  only  paid  his  court  to  the  Emperor  pf 
Morocco  and  his  officers,  on  whom  he  fa^ 
yiihed  many  cbnfiderable  prerents,  at  the'cx-» 
pence  of  the  Co^irt  of  France. 
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yt)ur  pr^fentr  fuflbrin^  bm  heighteh  tbc&K^- 
city  of  future  enjoyment;  md-m  that  laft' 
moment  when  I  refign  my  foul  to  Hcaifen'S* 
pratedionv  fhall  my  prayers  be  offered  for' 
year  iafe  return  to  the  embraces  of  yotirdif-i^' 
cbaiblate  family.  Adieu,  my  friend-;  thtf"^ 
tears  you  hboun  to  fupprefs  are  additional^' 
proofs  of  your  attachment.  Write  totjiy^* 
brother ;  tell  him  that  with  my  laft  toeath 
I  mentioned  his  name,  and  died,  a&wehiul'^ 
lived,  in  the  trtie  principles  of  Chriftiafiity.'^. 
Farewell— Htriy^  end  is  nearer  than  I  thoughl^^* 
— ^I  die." — And,  to  nriy  unfpeakablc  forrov^j" 
at  that  inftant  he  reiigned  his  brcadi,  and'"^ 
terminated  his  fufFerings*  :»  ii^   -.^5 

Some  children  witneffing  thdcaule'  of^'ray?^ 
diftrefs,  eagerly  reported  it  throughout"  tbe? 
hamlet.  My  mafter*s  lifter  came  to  :thiff^^ 
place,  but  quickly  retired,  lavghing  heartrfyv^ 
and  obferving  with  the  moft/perfed  iiidifFei^^ 
rence,  that  bis.  portion:  of  milk  would)  b€^\ 
faved.  Several  neighbours^  who  F thooghtl 
were  moved  to  compaffioa  by  my  groans;*' 
wifhed  me>tQ  leave  the  bodyof  thedece^ftid': ' 
They  offered  me  milk,  but  at  the  fame  time  ' 
unfeelingly  derided  my  grief;  ♦'  Wtierefprc,'^  * 

faid 
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utmofl  exertion  flioald  be  ufed  to  obtain  our 
liberty.  His  conduft  on  this  occalioa  is  (o 
truly  repreheofible,  that,  without  con&det* 
ing  myfeli^  as  a  detractor^  but  fceliilg  a§  4 
French  man,  z  man  of  honour,  and  a  fncad  to 
humanity^  I  hold  it  my  duty  lo  expofe  him 
to  his  fuperiors, 

.f  Turning  With  difguft  froda  z  condu£l  & 
marked  by  it$  turpitude,  with  what  different 
fen  rations  do  I  record  the  i^mc^  of  Meffi 
Deprat  and  Cabane$,  merchants  at  Mogailafj 
on  whole  characters  eulogy  itfelf  would  fkU 
far  fhort  of  def«:rt !  and  ta  whofe  humanity 
§ad  patrlotifm,  France  is  indebted  fiar  .tb^  m- 
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verflttton  I  had  had  with  the  iailor  funk  deep 
zn  itiy  mind ;  nor  could  I  conceive,  that  with 
-the'^tiftanS  to  put  a  period  to  our  fufFerings, 
^S!w*t^  fliotrld  be  fb  totally  abandoned  by  thofe 
^b©^^f  to^protefl:  us*     Loft  in  contcm- 
-|liftiMi^  otPthis  tubjed,  I  arofe  from  behind  a 
bufh,  and  was  aftoniflied  to  lee  my  mafter^s 
^i^§^retvrrrtihg^' without  their  keeper.     It 
-^ylfeh^clyfatc,  ind  as  I  faw  nothing  of  my 
j^^  akntadtj  whin  1  was  called  to  receive 
4tti|^^pMrtion  of  milk;  I  ihfked  what  was  become 
-dFlilita  ?  They  replied  coldly,  and  drove  mc 
-away;  The  fbllen  countenances  of  my  mafter 
and  his  wife  awakened  all  my  fears  for  the 
iaifety  of  the  poor  baker,  and  I  impatiently 
waited  the  return  of  day  to  inform  myfelf  of 
his  fate.     In  the  morning  a  young  hcrdfman 
acquainted  me,  that  Sidy  Mahammet  having 
for  feme  time  paft  fufpe6ted  the  baker  to  be 
guilty  of  fucking  milk  from  the  camels,  h^d 
watched,  and  deteding  him  in  the  fadt,  im- 
mediately fcized    him   by  the   throat,    and 
ftrangled  him.     "  Be  very  careful,*'  added 
the  youth,  *•  for  if  a  Chriftian  only  touches 
the  paps  of  our  cattle,  they  are  deemed  impure, 
and  the  proprietor,   or  any  other  Arab,  is  at 

liberty 
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liberty  to  punifti  the  offc;ndcr  with  death.  .  I 
apprize  you  of  this  that  you  may  not  coaunit 
a  (imilar  crime.*' 

•  Being  unwilling  to  believe  the  eiiftence  of 
fuch  cruelty  even  among  thefe  moaijkerSy  I 
ran  to  the  tent,  and  alked  for  an  explanatiyoa 
of  what  the  youth  had  juft  imparted  to  |IM> 
A  general  filence  confirmed  the  truthp  .and 
filled  me  with  rage  and  indignation.  Th9 
brother-in-law  of  my  mafter,  the  only  peiibn 
who  on  this  occafion  exprefled  even  a  feiiti^ 
ment  of  companion,  addrefTed  Sidy  Maham** 
met  in  thefe  terms  : 

"  Why  would  you  not  fell  me  thefe  (laves 
when  I  propofed  to  purchafe  them  from  you  r 
What  pleafure  or  advantage  ha^e  you  derived 
from  thofe  you  have  already  fo  miferably  de« 
ftroyed  ?  And  why  treat  fo  cruelly  the  only 
one  now  left  ?  You  argue  that  he  merits  re-^ 
fpe<a,  for  you  fufpeft  him  to  be  the  King. 
Methinks  the  riches  you  have  obtained  from 
him  (hould  induce  you  to  treat  him  with  gen* 
tlenefs  and  refpciSl." 

The  latter  reproach  awakened  the  jealoufy 
of  all  prefent,  who  unanimoufly  undertook 
my  defence.     Sidy  Sellem  was  the  fole  p«- 

fon 
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ifen  who  fpoke  through  benevolence^  the 
reft  hot  chuling  to  deliver  their  fentiments 
after  him^  in  compliment  to  his  age  and  his 
lifches.  This  was  the  fame  Sidy  Sellem  of 
tlie  tribe  of  La  Roufly,  who  had  behaved  fo 
kindly  to  us  after  our  fliipwreck,  and  pre- 
dlttcd  that  I  (hould  one  day  repent  the  re- 
jcftion  of  a  propofal  he  had  made  to  purchafe 
me. 

I  was  now  the  only  (lave  in  the  hamlet, 
nor  had  I  any  perfon  to  whom  I  could  dif- 
clofe  my  griefs  ;  my  lituation  daily  became 
more  deplorable,  notwithftanding  I  refolved 
to  bear  it  with  fortitude,  "  I  will  meet  dan- 
gers with  firmnefs/*  faid  I ;  "  until  now  I 
have  furmounted  the  greateft  fatigues,  my 
health  is  yet  ftrong  enough  to  encounter  frefh 
ones,  I  will  therefore  fupport  them  with 
courage  ;  perhaps  Providence  may  now  ceafc 
to  opprefs  me." 

This  refolution,  and  the  behaviour  I 
adopted  towards  thofe  who  would  have  hu- 
miliated me,  gained  me  a  fort  of  confidera- 
tion  among  the  favages,  fo  that  they  permit- 
ted me  at  times  to  remain  in  the  back  part  of 
their  tents^  and  pfttn  to  drink  out  of  their 
E  c  veflels. 
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"  from  the  coaft.  Though  in  want  of  every 
'  kind  of  provifion,  yet  no  one  dared  to  feek  it 
at  a  diftance.  In  this  calamitous  I'tuation,  I 
was  a  melancholy  witnefs  of  tlie  ftraits  to 
which  neceffity  can  reduce  the  human  race  : 
the  camels  that  were  killed  fupplied  water 
to  thofe  Arabs  who  had  not  the  means  of 
procuring  milk,  they  prefcrving  with  the  ut- 
moft  care  the  liquid  they  found  in  the  fto- 
mach  of  the  flaUghtered  animal,  prefling  it 
from  the  dung.  The  water  they  thus  pre- 
ferved  was  of  a  greenifli  colour,  and  in  which 
they  frequently  dreflcd  their  meat  ;  that 
drawn  from  the  ftomach  of  the  goats  had  a 
tafte  of  fennel  and  a  fweet  fmell,  nor  did  the 
broth  made  therewith  tafte  difagrecable  ;  but 
that  procured  from  the  camel  was  much  lefs 
plealing  to  the  appetite.  What  appeared 
really  allonifliing  to  me  was,  that  thofe  bealh,  ^ 
whx)  drink  but  two  or  three  times  in  the 
year  a!id  live  on  very  dry  food,  contain  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  water  in  the  ftomach, 
particularly  the  camel. 

Providence  had  not  yet  abancloned  me,  and 

ftill  preferved  a  life  which  I   wilhed  to   ter- 

*niinate,  by  expofmg  myfelf  to  the  dangers  of 

ii  e  2  war  ; 
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war ;  exiftencc  was  painful,  and  wifliing  to 
(horten  its  period,  I  afked  leave  of  my  mafter 
to  repair  to  the  fpot  where  his  flocks  were 
feeding,  that  joining  with  the  inhabitants,  I 
might  allift  in  dcfeuding  them  from  pillage. 
My  offer  was  accepted  ;  he  gave  me  the  ca- 
mel on  which  he  rode  and  a  piftol,  being  the 
only  one  he  poficllcd,  praying  Heaven  for  the 
fafety  of  his  bead  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  party. 
I  departed,  accompanied  by  a  relation  of  my 
mafter*s,  and  arrived  with  my  conduftorinto 
the  midft  of  the  \\  arriors,  who  appeared  to 
me  in  the  grcateft  diforder.  I  knew  not 
whether  they  were  flying,  or  were  encoun- 
tered hand  to  hand,  as  I  could  diftinguifli  no- 
thing but  a  confufcd  heap  of  men  enveloped 
in  a  cloud  of  duft,  nor  could  I  conceive  how 
they  recognized  friends  from  foes.  My  ca- 
mel, who  doubtlefs  was  not  accuflomed  to 
1  uch  expeditions,  marched  flowly  towards  the 
enemies  fire.  My  conductor  was  foon  fepa- 
rated  from  mc,  and  I  faw  him  almoftinftantly 
drop,  from  a  lliot  which  pierced  his  brain. 
My  camel  being  feared,  plunged  with  the 
greateft  violence,  and  at  length  threw  me  at 
a  diftance  from  him,  on  an  hillock  of  fand ; 

an 
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an  Arab  immediately  attacked  me,   fired,  but 
miffed  me,  when  fuddenly  receiving  a  wound 
himfeif,  he  fell  at  my  feet.     A  fecond  in- 
flantly  took  his  place,  advancing  towards  me 
with  his  poignard,  ready  to  pierce  my  heart, 
when  by  a  miracle,  as  he  railed   his  arm  to 
ftrike  the  blow,   his  weapon  entangled  in  his 
turban,   which  floated  loofe  on  his  (houlders  : 
I  profited  by  this  accident,  ftriking  him  with 
the  butt  end   of  my  piftol,  fo  that  he  fell 
fenfelefs  before  mc.     This  was  the  only  ufe 
I  could  make  of  my  weapon,  having  no  am- 
munition but  what  it  contained,  and  already 
twice  miffing  fire.     Thcfe  accidents  are  very 
common,  as  the  arms  and  powder  are  equally 
bad,  a  circumftance  which  caufes   the  Arabs 
battles  to  be  foon  decided,  the  greateft  injury 
ihey  do  being   the   tearing  each  other's  faces 
with    their  nails,    and    fome  wounds  givea 
with  their  poignards.     The   camels,   accuf- 
tomed  to  thefe  combats,  mingle  in  the  con* 
fufion,  lowing,  biting,  and  difperfing  the  ene- 
mies  more    Ipeedily  than   even  armed  men 
could  efFeft. 

The  battle   ended,    fcveral  of  our  Arabs 

came  to  me^  faying*   I  vy^s  ^ood^  good;  they 

E  e  3  being 
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being  pcrfuaded  that  I  had  killed  three  men, 
when  in  reality  I  had  only  wounded  one ; 
however  I  Ictt  them  in  their  error,  taking 
care  to  unload  my  piftol  to  favour  the  deceit 

**  Since  Fate  continues  to  fpare  me,"  laid 
I,  "  what  (hould  I  fear  to  attempt !"  I  then 
formed  the  projeft  to  efcape,  firft  taking 
from  my  mafter  all  the  jewels  I  had  before 
given  him.  With  thefe  I  purpofed  to  go 
over  to  another  tribe,  reafoninsj  with  myfelf 
in  this  manner — Any  Arab  who  I  may  chance 
to  meet,  will  be  glad  to  accompany  me  to 
Morocco  for  the  reward  I  can  offer.  This 
projefl  appeared  to  me  excellently  devifed, 
though  I  neither  Ivr.ew  the  road  nor  the  dan- 
gers 1  might  have  to  encounter.  1  therefore 
haftencd  to  put  it  in  execution,  concealing 
the  \\  hole  of  the  property  in  a  hole  till  the 
next  day,  when  I  intended  to  endeavour  to 
procure  myfelf  fome  covering  to  defend  me 
from  the  cold. 

Sidi  Mahammed  was  not  long  before  he 
difcovered  the  lofs  of  his  treafure ;  he  ran 
immediately  to  the  thicket  where  I  was,  cm- 
ploying  prayers,  threats,  and  carefles,  to  ob- 
tain reftitution  of  his  wealthy  and  yet  more 

particularly 
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particularly  to  entreat  me  not  to  divulge  his 
poffeffing  it  to  any  perfon.  **  I  fwear  to 
thee  by  Mahomet,'*  faid  he,  *'  and  by  every 
thing  1  relped  moft,  that  I  v^'ill  have  thee 
immediately  conduced  to  Mogador,  and  alfo 
to  give  thee  hberty  the  firft  opportunity.  Re- 
turn me,  I  pri'thee,  what  thou  before  gaveft 
me  ;  fhould  my  wife,  who  is  ready  to  be  de- 
livered, hear  of  my  misfortune,  it  would  af- 
feft  her  too  dt^eply,  flie  would  lofe  her  infant, 
pay,  perhaps  her  life ;  think  what  evils  this 
jidion  of  thine  may  caufe.*' 

The  rhetoric  of  Sidi  Mahammed  would 
have  been  of  little  efFedl,  had  I  not  reflected, 
that  during  the  night,  if  I  attempted  to 
cfcape,  it  was  very  poflible  that  I  might  fall 
into  the  hands  of  fome  wretch  too  poor  to  un-. 
dertake  fo  long  a  journey,  and  who  willing 
to  poffefs  my  propeity,  might  difpofe  of  me 
with  his  dagger.  Thele  ideas* determined  me 
to  relinquifh  it,  and  I  pretended  to  be  afFeiSted 
by  his  entreaties,  though  I  refolved  to  keep 
the  afcendance  his  fears  gave  me  over  him  ; 
I  therefore  informed  him,  that  if  he  did  not 
keep  his  word,  I  would  a  fecond  time  deprive 
Jjim  of  all  which  I  now  returned*  He  re- 
E  e  4  newe4 
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hewed  his  oaths,  promifing  to  ^ve  me  ia  (tiki' 
tnre,  evening  and  morning,  a  portion  of  miHc;} 
He  kept  his  wnord,  but   was  careful  of  "qitiH 
ting  me,  fearful  that  his  neighboiirs,  of  par^ 
ticularly  his  relations,    with  whom   I  fre^^- 
quently  was,  (hbuld  be  informed  of  what  t 
had  atchieved,   and  that  he  (hould  a  fecocd 
time  be  deprived  of  his  dear  caflcet,  and  never 
ihore  be  able  to  regain  it. 
'^I  now  began  to  believe  he  fincerely  wiihed 
to  be  rid  of  me,  and  Heaven  furniflied  the 
means  I  had  fo  long   wifhed  for.     Chance 
condufted  me   to  the  fpot   which   I  had  fo 
often  watered    with  my  tears.     Sidi  Mou- 
hammet,    Sherif  of    the   tribe  of  Trargea, 
faw  me,  alked  who  I  was,  and  was  foon  in- 
formed, as  well  alfo  of  what  I  had  told  them 
I  pofTefled  at  Senegal,  in  powder,   guns,  &c* 
TThc  Sherif  inftantly  called,  and  afked  mo 
what  (ituation  1  filled  at  the  Ifle  St.  Louis? 
which  qiieftion  being  anfwered,  he  obferved 
me  nearly,  exclaiming,  '•  Art  thou  Briflon?** 
**  Alas  !  it  is  too  true  I  am  that  unfortunate.'* 
He  f-xprtffd  much  aftonifhmciit,   adding  to 
the  Ar.ib  ,   *'  Do  you   not  know   this  Chrif- 
ti.jn  ?  Ail  at  S*jatr;^al   appertains  to    him  :" 

This 
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Tbis  xnan,  who  had  feen  me  g  ve  orders  for 
the  delivery  of  goods  out  of  the  King's  ma* 
gazine,  having  imagined  they  belonged  to* 
royfelf.  The  brother-in-law  of  my  matter, 
encouraged  by  this  information,  immediately 
purchafed  m<$,  giving  five  camels  for  his  bar- 
gain. I  was  ignorant  of  this  agreement, 
when  one  day  I  was  ft  ruck  with  aftonifhment 
and  joy.  On  returning  with  my  mafter  from 
watering  the  camels,  his  wife  commanded  me 
to  carry  into  a  neighbouring  tent  a  Icathera 
bucket  which  had  been  lent  her.  Sidi  Sel* 
km,  of  whom  I  have  before  frequently  fpo- 
ken,  was  there  ;  he  called  to  me,  faying,  I 
muft  prepare  to  depart  with  him  on  the  mor- 
row for  Mogador,  I  had  been  fo  often  flat- 
tered with  this  hope,  and  my  expectation  {o 
frequently  difappointed,  that  I  could  not 
perfuade  myfelf  he  fpoke  truth.  Several 
Arabs  who  were  prefent,  affured  me  it  w^s 
really  intended,  and  the  old  man  protcfting 
it  ftill  more  firmly,  I  threw  myfelf  at  his  feet, 
weeping,  fobbing,  and  alternately  laughing, 
unmindful  of  every  confideration  but  the  joy 
I  ftrlt  at  the  information  I  had  received  They 
muft  know  the  worth  of  liberty  who  can  feel, 

or 
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or  form  any  adequ  te  idea  of  the  pleafure  I 
experienced  when  1  learnt  my  chains  were  to 
be  broken. 

My  former  patron  called  to  .inform  me, 
that  I  no  longer  appertained  to  him,  ''I  keep 
my  promile/*  faid  he,  *'  thou  wilt  again  fee 
thy  native  country/*  At  this  moment  I  for- 
got all  my  former  refentment  in  the  rapture 
of  the  prefent  expedation  ;  a  pleafure  which 
was  doubled,  when  they  informed  me  I 
fhoLild  have  a  travelling  coir.panlon,  whom 
they  added  was  but  a  fliort  diilaiicc  from  us. 
Judge  my  furprizc,  when  I  found  in  this 
companion  the  unfortunate  baker.  1  afked 
him  by  what  miracle  he  was  rilen  from  the 
dead  ?  ''  Alas  !"  replied  he,  ''  it  is  a  miracle 
that  I  am  not  really  io;  SivJi  Mahammed  one 
day  found  me  milking  the  fhe-camcl ;  he  rar\ 
inftantly  upon  mc,  griping  me  fo  hard  by  the 
throat,  and  giving  me  fuch  fcvere  blows,  that 
1  fvll  fcnfelefs  at  his  feet.  I  was  much  allo- 
iiiflijd,  on  my  recovery,  to  find  my Iclf  alone, 
with  my  throat  bathed  in  blood  ;  even  now 
the  marks  of  his  nails  ftdl  remain.  1  dras- 
ged*  myfelf  as  well  as  1  could  into  the  aper* 
ture  of  a  ruck,  from  whence  1  heard  echo  fe* 

veral 
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veral  times  repeat  the  voice  of  my  barbarous 
maftcr,  who  had  returned  to  feek  me,  and 
now  called  me  loudly  ;    doubtlefs  curiofity  of 
what  could  have  become  of  me  was  a  ftrong 
motive,  as  he  muft  neceffarily  htiagine  he  left 
me  expiring.     I  determined  not  to  anfwer, 
being  refolved  cither    to   die  of  hunger,  or 
gain  the  fea-coaft,  hoping  there  to  difcovcr 
fome   veffel.     In  efFedl   I  reached  it  in  ten 
days,    having,  during  that  time  no  nourifli- 
inent  but  fnails,   nor  any  drink  but  my  own 
urine.     The   fight  of  a  fmall  fiihing  veffel, 
which  lay  at  an  anchor  near  land,   redoubled 
my  ftrength,  and  I  ran  haftily  towards   thfc 
fhorc,  hoping  by  my  (ignals  to  engage  the 
captain  to  fend  his  boat  to  my  relief ;    but  I 
"had  hardly  advanced  a  few  fteps  between  the 
rocks  which  furround  the  coaft,   when  I  was 
fuddenly  feized  by  two  young  Arabs  *,  who 
dragged  me  to  fome  diftance  from  the  ftiore. 
The  diftrefs  I  felt  at  finding  myfelf  in  their 

*  The  Arabs  who  inhabit  the  coaft  live  entirely  on  their 
fifticry ;  and  though  they  are  extremely  poor,  are  much 
Icfs  ferocious  than  thofe  who  live  in  the  interior  parts, 
which  laft  mentioned  hold  the  former  in  the  utmoft  con- 
tempt. 

power. 
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power,  the   grief  I  fuftained  from  failing  io 
xny  enterprize,  added  to  the  extreme  hunger 
I  experienced,  had  doubtlefs  overcome  me, 
had^they  not  immediately  afforded  me  fbme 
fuccour.     From  that  day  they  became  my 
mafters,  and  employed  me  to  keep  their  goats, 
they  having  no  other  flocks,  nor   any  other 
means  of  exiftence  except  fiftiing  ;  yet  arc 
much   more  gentle  and  laborious  than  the 
Arabs  who  live  in  the  interior  parts.     About 
fifteen  days  ago,  they  informed  me  they  were 
going  to  condud   me  to  the  Sultan,  and  as 
they  have  brought  me  hither,  I  fuppofe  this 
is  the  rendezvous  agreed  on  with  your  maf- 
ter,  when  they  informed  him  they  had  taken 
me, 

''  I  often  wifhed,^'  continued  he,  *'  that 
you  had  been  with  me,  as  you  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  lefs  unhappy,  for  I  had  no 
reafon  of  complaint  againft  thefe  people.  I 
have  frequently  heard  them  fpeak  of  you,  for 
your  name   appears   well  known  to  them  *, 

*  The  jewels  I  had  given  to  Sidi  Mahammet  had  fo 
greatly  raifed  my  reputation  among  thefc  hordes,  that  the 
travelling  Arabs  who  paflbd  through  that  partof  thecxjuntry 
ufed  to  ;ifk  my  companions  in  diflrefs  which  of  us  wan 
BrilTon. 
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Now  we  are  re-united,  what  is  next  to  be 
done  with  us  ?  Is  it  true  that  we  are  to  be 
cqndufted  to  the  Empefor  of  Morocco  r'* 

Having  heard  the  information  of  the  ba8:er, 
t  replied,  that  we  in  efFeft  were  going  to  de- 
part for  Morocco,  that  we  had  a  long  journey 
to  undertake.  ^'  We  (hall  have  much  to 
fufFer,'*  faid  I,  "  if  we  are  obliged  to  follow 
the  camels  ;  neither  can  I  tell  how  we  muft 
fubfift,  as  there  will  not  be  any  female  ani* 
mals  to  afford  us  milk.  I  much  fear  we  (hall 
be  obliged  to  beg  from  hamlet  to  hamlet, 
which  will  greatly  prolong  our  journey.'' 
The  next  day  the  inhabitants  of  the  tiibc  of 
Trargea  affembled  round  SidiSellem,  making 
a  long  prayer ;  after  which  they  brought  us 
a  large  pot  of  broth,  compofed  of  the  farinous 
part  of  fomc  wild  grain,  of  which  I  believe  I 
have  before  fpoken ;  they  joined  to  this  pro- 
vifion  a  large  quantity  of  milk,  and  numbed- 
lefs  wiflics  for  a  profperous  journey. 

Sidi  Mahammet  bid  me  adieu  moft  afFec- 
tionately.  "  Farewel,  Briflbn,"  faid  he, 
*'  thou  art  about  to  undertake  a  long  and 
wearifome  journey  ;  thou  wilt  then  be  fen- 
(ible  I  had  reafon  to  dread  expof.ng  myJelf  to 

it. 


4p  Voyages  to  th£ 

it.  I  (incercly  wifh  thou  mayft  arrive  ill 
fafety,  and  that  thy  next  voyage  may  be  hap- 
pier than  the  laft.  Adieu,  do  not  forget  to 
fen3  my  wife  fome  fcarlet  cloth  ;  thou  mnyft 
give  it  to  Sidi  Scllem.  Once  more  adieu,  my 
friend  Briflbn.**  The  tears  that  accompanied 
thefe  laft  words  might  have  impofed  on  me, 
had  I  not  well  known  what  a  hypocrite  I  had 
to  deal  with  ;  notwithftanding,  the  pleafurc 
I  felt  in  the  idea  of  quitting  him  made  me  ex- 
prefs  a  fentiment  of  gratitude.  I  even  pro* 
mifed  to  fend  what  he  alked  for.  He  aflifted 
me  to  get  on  a  large  camel,  which  the  baker 
and  myfelf  were  allowed  to  travel  on,  but 
which  we  were  neceffitated  to  quit  fome  few 
days  after ;  nor  were  we  alone  in  this  mis- 
fortune, for  from  want  of  pafturage,  thefc 
animals  were  unable  to  proceed  with  any 
luggage.  In  this  country  they  are  not  equal 
to  much  fatigue  ;  befides,  the  want  of  faddles 
would  have  prevented  our  making  ufe  of  thofe 
beafts  for  any  length  of  time.  We  were 
therefore  obliged  to  walk  during  the  remain- 
der of  our  journey.  What  agonies  did  I  fuf- 
tain  from  the  fand  getting  into  the  wounds  in 
my  fcct^  the  pain  of  which  was  momentarily 

augmented 
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augmented  by  thorna  ;  frequently  did  I  fall 
without  the  hope  of  ever  more  L«ing  able  to 
rife  ;  to  add  to  our  fatigue,  we  were  often 
obliged  to  wander  from  the  direft  road  to 
coUeft  our  camels,  who  from  wearuiefs  lin- 
gered behind  ;  at  other  times  we  were  obliged 
to  encreafe  our  fpeed  far  beyond  our  ftrength, 
in  order  to  avoid  hordes  whom  we  thought 
dangerous. 

One  day,  alas !  the  remembrance  of  that 
melancholy  day  will  ever  remain  engraven  on 
my  memory,  we  reached  a  valley,  which  the 
rain  lately  fallen  had  covered  with  verdure. 
In  this  place  my  mafter  determined  to  ftop, 
that  his  almoft  famifhed  beafts  might  graze; 
himfelf  afcending  a  high  mountain  which 
bounded  the  valley,  and  from  whence  he 
could  fee  the  bealls  feed  that  he  was  taking 
to  the  city  for  fale.  I  followed,  and  at  length 
pafled  him,  firmly  believing  it  was  the  road 
we  were  to  purfue.  What  confirmed  me  in 
this  opinion  was,  that  the  old  man  let  me 
continue  my  walk  without  oppofition,  and 
that  I  alfo  difcovered  a  beaten  path  before 
me.  When  I  arrived  at  the  fummit,  I  went 
a  little  afide  from  the;  path  to  clean  my  long 

beard, 
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beard,  which ^  noiwithftanding  my  utmcft 
tare,  was  full  of  vermin.  1  had  pafled  nt 
ail  hour  in  the  thicket,  when  finding  none 
our  traveHeff  apprcsach,  I  returned  to  the  t< 
of  the  fnoyimin.  Butt  good  Heaven!  whs 
was  my  fur  prize  ^  when  I  dilcovcred  no  one 
nor  knew  what  road  they  had  taken,  or  wl 
path  to  purfue  i  fur  a$  a  number  of  hord 
had  e Encamped  on  tixh  fpot  for  the  purpofc  of 
feediiig  their  cattle,  an  iafinity  of  paths  led 
to  it.  Thus  fituated  I  could  devife  no  means 
but  caUing  loudly  on  Sidi  Sellem  ;  at  length 
I  ditcovered  at  a  diftance  four  or  live  Arabs, 
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loft  lii  thefe  melancholy  reflexions,  when 
the  barbarians  gained  a  flope,  which  led  to  a 
cavity,  where  doubtlefs  they  intended  con- 
cealing me,  but  coming  to  a  fudden  open- 
ing, I  difcovered  in  a  valley  below  the  moun- 
tain, our  flock  and  little  caravan,  which  con^ 
tained  about  twenty  perfoiis  ;  defpair  gave 
me  ftrength,  and  making  a  fudden  efFort^  I 
efcaped  from  thefe  wretches,  running  preci* 
pitately  towards  my  old  man,  Sidi  Sellem,  for 
refuge,  while  the  vagabonds,  alarmed  at  our 
fuperior  number,  took  to  flight* 

1  was  fevercly  feprimanded  by  my  mafteri 
who  defired  that  ih  future  I  would  be  careful 
not  to  quit  them  ;  on  my  pact,  I  complained 
that  he  had  not  informed  n^^that  the  path 
which  he  faw  me  take,  was  not  that  himfelf 
intended  to  purfue  ;  and  that  alfo  he  had  con- 
tinued his  journey,  without  calling  or  cauiing 
me  to  be  fought  after.  He  replied^  that  be 
intended  to  have  taken  the  fame  path,  but  had 
been  obliged  to  defcend  into  the  valley,  to 
colled  the  camels,  who  having  been  lo  long 
deprived  of  herbage,  had  ftrayed  from  each 
other  in  grazing.  "  I  h^d  juft  gathered  them 
together,*'  continued  he,  "  and  was  purfuing 
F  f  ^^ 
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path  to  join  thee,  when  the  found  of  thy 
voice  gave  me  notice  of  your  danger,  and  of 
that  I  ran  myfelf ;  but  I  could  not  expofe  ray 
camels,  or  hazard  my  life  to  deliver  thee. 
We  have  no  time  to  lofe ;  let  us  haften  from 
this  fpot,  where  I  am  in  as  much  peril  as 
thvfelf/' 

During  the  fpace  of  the  fix  following 
hours,  we  redoubled  our  fpeed,  taking  alfo  a 
contrary  road,  that  we  might  deceive  our  ene- 
mies Ihould  they  purfue  us  ;  neither  had  we 
any  food  until  the  evening  of  the  iecond  day^ 
being  forty- eight  hburis  without  any  nouriih- 
ment  but  fome  handfuls  of  wild  endive,  which 
I  gathered  in  the  fatal  valley. 

At  day-break  we  continued  our  journey, 

croffing  fome  mountains  which  led  us  to  a 

plain  covered  with  calcined  ftones,  greatly  re- 

fembling  the  coal  that  has  been  burnt  in  our 

forges  ;   thefe   ftones   in   fome   places   were 

overfpread  with  a  whitilh  earth,  on  which  lay 

the  trunks  of  large  trees,  apparently  torn  up 

by  the   roots,   and  entirely  ftripped  of  their 

bark,  the  branches  being  brittle  as  glafs,  and 

twifted  like,  cordage.     The   wood  was  of  a 

yellow  colour,  refembling  the  liquorice,   and 

the- 
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the  interior  part  of  the  trunks  full  of  a  coarfe 
harfh  powddr,  all  appearing  to  announce  that 
ibmc  extraordinary  revolution  of  nature  had 
deduced  thenn  to  that  ftate.  I  was  curious  to 
difcover  whether  the  wood  had  not  a  tafte 
offulphur,  but  to  my  furprize^  the  wood, 
the  ftones,  and  even  the  duft  which  was  in- 
clofed  in  the  trunks  of  the  trees,  were  all 
equally  devoid  of  tafte  or  fmell. 

On  proceeding,  we  arrived  at  forrie  moun- 
tains of  fuch  prodigious  height,  that  they  ap* 
peared  piled  on  each  other,    and   which,  iri 
forrie  places  being  torn  afu rider,  formed  tre- 
mendous precipices;  others  overhanging  their 
bafe,  feemed  fufpended  in  air,  and  apj>eared  to 
threaten   the   traveller  with   annihilation.—- 
Some,   from  concuflions  in  nature,  had  been 
daflied  violently   together,    leaving  immenic 
apertures.    The  furrounding  vallies  were  alia 
environed  by  rocksj  whofe  craggy  maflts  were 
no  lefs  tremendous.     In  fliort,    as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  it  was  a  long  chain  of  moun* 
tains,    from    whofe    enormous   height    huge 
fragments  were  continually  detaching  them- 
felves,  and  which  dafliingfrom  poinc  top;)int, 
were  reduced  to   pieces  before  they  reached 
the  bottom. 
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..On  the  other  fide  were  two  fprings,  UiA 
one  of  which  was  black,  m\iddy,  aiid  of  % 
fulphureous  fmell ;  the  other,  feparated  from, 
the  firft  by  a  fand-haak   of  the  width  of  Bf-^i 
teen  feet^  was  clear  as  cryftal.     The  tafte  of 
both  waters  was  tolerably  pleafant,   atid  thc?| 
bottom  of  the  fprings  beiag  covered  with  dif-, 
ferent  coloured  pebbles,  appeared  very  agree- 
able to  the  fight. 

In  this  fpot  I  obfervcd  a  fingularity,  which 
I  fobmit  to  my  informed  Readers,    In  a  vgl-i^ 
ley  that  appeared   to  me  very  narrow,  fropa 
the    clofenefs  of  the  mountains    that    fur- 
rounded  it,  I  difcovered  throuEh  foine  ca- 
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Advancing  yet  farther  towards  the  weft,  I 
difcovercd  large  heaps  of  ftones  as  'white  as 
aiabafter,  apparently  piled  on  each  other,  and 
through  which  appeared  the  tops  of  palm- 
trees,  but  whofe  trunks  were  entirely  buried 
therein,  the  ftones  bearing  a  refemblance  to 
thofe  on  the  fea-fhore.  The  dates,  which 
arc  fcattered  among  the  ftones,  plainly  fhew, 
both  by  their  colour  and  appearance,  their 
antiquity,  and  are  entirely  deprived  of  their 
bark.  I  broke  one  of  them  with  my  nails, 
in  order  to  tafte  it,  and  found  it  at  once  hit- 
ter and  fait,  but  without  fmeli ;  thofe  that 
were  already  broken,  fell  to  pieces  on  at- 
tempting to  touch  them,  and  the  filaments 
that  remained  under  the  rind  were  covered 


Dvercd 
.  ^he 


with  a  fait  powder  as  brilliant  as  eryftal 
roots  that  huns  among  the  rocks  were  of  a 
glutinous  quality,  and  the  rinds  came  off  on 
the  flighteft  touch.  I  gathered  feveral 
branches  of  wild  laurel,  from  whence  iffued 
a  white  liquid ;  a  drop  falling  on  my  hand 
gave  me  great  pain,  took  ofF  the  (kin,  and 
left  a  black  fpot,  a  circumftance  that  pre- 
vented  my  taftmg  it.  In'  a  word,  the  peb- 
bles, the  beds  of  nitre,  the  overthrown  palms, 
F  f  3  and 
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and  others  buried  up  to  the  top,  the  flat  (xh 
Vered  with  a  fine  fait,  the  appearance  of  the 
earth,  the  fhattered  and  craggy  mountains,  all 
announce,  if  I  may  venture  my  opinion,  that 
formerly  the  foam  of  the  fea  reached  this 
fpot.  1  alked  Sidi  Sellem  if  we  were  far  dif- 
tant  from  it,  or  if  he  had  ever  before  ex- 
plored this  place  ?  He  replied,  that  moft  pro- 
bably we  were  the  firft  men  who  had  done 
fo,  that  he  imagined  we  were  not  far  dif^ant 
from  the  fea,  which  he  wifhed  much  to 
reach,  as  the  coaft  would  direft  him  eaftward 
to  a  hord  of  Arabs,  where  he  had  friends  who 
had  travelled  to  Mecca  with  him.  *'  Make 
thyfelf  eafy,"  faid  he,  *' the  fun  is  my 
guide,  and  will  direfl  me  truly  ;  thou  mayft 
therefore  follow  the  camels  with  fafety.*'  His 
afTu  ranees  gave  me  hope,  and  infpired 
pourage  to  fuftain  my  fatigues,  though  I  en- 
dured the  moft  excruciating  pain  from  the  fa- 
line  duft  penetrating  into  the  wounds  in  my 
feet.  But  judge  niy  pleafure  and  aftoniih- 
ment,  when  after  two  days  journey  1  found 
niyfelf  on  the  fea-^fhore,  and  could  contem- 
plate the  foaming  waves  beneath  me.  To- 
wards the  eaft,  whfcre  I  then  was,  the  fea  is 

limited 
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limited  by  immenfe  rocks ;  on  confidering 
which,  I  relinquiflied  the  opinion  that  ever 
the  billows  had  rilen  to  fuch  a  prodigious 
height.  "  Thefe  rocks/'  faid  I,  "  muft 
have  reftrained  them/*  I  was  loft  in  conr 
jedure  ;  but  as  1  firpply  mean  to  write  a  nar.- 
rative  of  fa£ts,  philofophical  diflertations 
would  be  foreign  to  the  fubjeft. 

After  a  few  days  journey,  as  wc  advanced 
toward  Morocco,  we  crofled  fome  mountains 
no  lefs  elevated  than  the  firft  ;  thefe  were 
covered  with  pebbles  of  different  colours,  as 
red,  yellow,  blue,  and  green.  I  likewife  dif- 
covered,  at  a  great  diftance,  prodigious  fo- 
refts,  a  fight  I  had  been  a  ftranger  to  during 
the  thirteen  months  I  was  in  the  defert.  I 
was  aftoniflied  to  fee  the  trees  adhering  to 
the  rocks,  and  appearing  fufpended  from 
them ;  the  goats  alfo  purfuing  each  other, 
leaped  the  fteepeft  precipices,  and  efcaped 
with  inconceivable  fwiftnefs  when  they  dif-* 
covered  any  perfon  approach  ;  as  foon  as  oac 
takes  to  flight  all  the  reftinftantly  follow.    , 

I  remarked  among  feveral  other  trees,  thftt 
one  alone,  which  bears  a  leaf  like  our  paf  fl^jy^ 
jiad  {\xif^cd  fi:oin  the  thunder,..     ; ,: 

Ff  4  We 
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Wc  were  three  days  and  four  nights  pafi' 
fing  thefc  forcfts,  during  which  time  we  met 
no  alarm  from  the  wild  beads  who  refort  in 
the  deferts  of  Africa  ;  doubtlefs  their  haunts 
are  in  the  mod  didant  parts  of  the  eaft ;  but 
if  fo,  where  can  they  find  water  ? 

The  farther  we  advanced  the  more  my 
miferies  decreafed,as  we"  frequently  met  with 
fields  of  barley  fit  to  be  cut,  among  which  I 
could  fit  and  eat  with  a  pleafure  difficult  te 
cxprefs.  Water  was  no  longer  fo  fcarce,  and 
we  alfo  often  met  with  hamlets  where  we 
were  well  received ;  even  in  fome  of  thefc 
which  might  have  been  dangerous  to  other 
travellers,  Sidi  Sellem  was  refpefted,  becaufe 
he  had  been  to  Mecca.  Not  with  (landing,  the 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Telkoennes  are  held  in 
the  greateft  confideration  for  hofpitality. 

After  having  received  him  with  the  cufto- 
mary  honours  due  to  a  ftranger,  at  their  ufual 
hour  they  brought  him  barley,  flour,  and  milk. 
What  he  left  appertained  to  me  ;  and  which, 
retiring  to  a  diftance,  I  fliared  with  my  new 
companion,  the  baker;  for  in  travelling,  a 
Chriftian  (more  particularly  than  at  another 
time)  mud  neither  eaf ^  drink,  nor  fkep  near 

his 
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his  tnaftcr.     One  eveuing  after  fupper  I  dug 
a  hollow  in  the   fand,  to  lay  me  do^n   in 
(hclter  from  the  cold,  wrapping  the  cloth  I 
wore  about  my  body  on  my  head,  to  defend 
my    eyes  from  the  fand.     I  had  hardly  at* 
tempted  to  fall  afleep  when  I  heard  the  report 
of  two  guns  very  near  me,  and  found  myfelf 
inftantly  feized.     I  tore  the  covering  off  my, 
head ;  it  was  on  fire,  doubtlefs  from  the  wadri 
ding  of  the  gun.     One  of  thofe  who  held  m© 
alked  if  I  was  wounded.    **  No,''  returned  1^ 
"  but  what  have  I  done  to  be  thus  treated  ?*•, 
^'  Sir/'    replied   he,    **  follow   us  *.''      My 
mafter,  who  had  awoke  at  the  report  of  the. 
guns,  ran  to  the  place  where  he  heard  my 
voice,  complaining  of  their  behaviour  to  his 
ilave,  and  their  want  of  hofpitality  to  a  pert^ 
fon   like  himfelf.     The  Arab  mountaineer^ 
replied  with  great  arrogance,  he  was  igpo- 
rant  that  I  appertained  to  him;  that  ais.h^ 
watched  hi^  flocks,  feeing  a  man  ^oncealcd^fi 

'  ...  .-   J  i.  -vV 

*  I  muft  here  obferve, :  that  the  languagp  Ij^ .  thc^  jcf^ 
ili£Fers  greatly  from  that  fpoken  in  the  capital.  Sid!  Scllcm, 
who  was  an  informed  man,  was  obligisd  to  life  many  repe- 
titions, to  enable  the  Effendi  fo  unilerftditd  hirh,  'whcfc  rfc 
qiieftioifed  him  ilr  th^  pr<lleiKib erf  lbtt<Empeto««  • .      •...-' 

the 
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the  fand,  he  took  liim  for  one  of  tho(c  nightly 
thieves  who  fteal  their  young  goats.  Sidi 
Sellem  feigned  to  believe  him,  praifed  bi3 
sseal,  and  refcued  me  from  ,  his  hands.  -  Aa 
foon  as  he  thought  all  ftili  in  the  hamlet,  Im 
haftened  to  depart  from  a  fpot,  which  might 
have  proved  as  dangerous  to  himfelf  as  to 
me. 

Thefe  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Telkoenoe^ 
are  the  worft  (ituatcd  of  any  I  have  feen  in 
the  deferts,  living  in  the  midft  of  mountain 
of  fand  which  have  been  formed  by  the  wind. 
They  may  be  truly  faid  to  wi£h  to  deprive 
thcmlclvcs  even  of  the  light  of  day,  fo  diifif 
cult  is  it  to  penetrate  into  their  retreats,  or 
to  exploie  the  way  from  them.  The  neigh** 
bouriii^  plains  are  infedcd  with  enormous 
ferpcnts.  1  was  once  witaefs  of  the  alarm 
thcle  reptiles  give  the  camels,  they  haftening 
from  thcni  with  the  utmoft  fpced  and  fear, 
caufiDg  mylcli^  and  the  baker  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  coilccl  thcni  again. 

At  length  we  approached  the  famous  city 
©f  Gouadnuni,  of  which  I  had  fo  often  heard 
fpoken  ;  it  VvaS  through  tlic  points  of  rock 
that  1  dit'covcrcd  at  a  diilance  a  city  built  oa 
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an  elevation,  and  whofe  environs  announced 
a  formidable  fortification  ;  but  on  ^  nearer 
view,  I  found  the  walls  made  of  earth,  an4 
brpken  in  feveral  places ;  fome  inhabitants 
ihewed  themfelves  at  the  little  windows  oa 
the  houfe-tops,  and  were  doubtlcfs  meditate? 
ing  whether  they  could  do  us  any  injury* 
The  chief  of  the  town,  informed  that  Sid| 
Sellem  was  at  the  head  of  our  little  caravan^ 
came  to  meet  us,  followed  by  four  negrq 
11a ves,  who  carried  an  umbrella  made  of 
palm  leaves,  which  he  prefented  to  him.-r— ' 
•^  Is  that  Gouadnum  which  I  fee  before  mcV^ 
faid  I.  *'  No,"  replied  he,  "  it  is  fort  La^ 
bat ;  the  city  is  farther  on  ;  thpu  mayft  di- 
ftinguifti  it  at  a  diftance."  In  efFeft  wc 
reached  it  in  about  two  hours. 

This  city  is  the  refuge  of  aU  the  rebellious! 
Arabs  of  the  different  tribes,  and  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  lower  being  governed  by 
Sidi  Adella,  and  the  higher,  which  is  not 
unlike  fort  Labat,  by  another  commander* 
The  houfes  are  all  conftrufted  alike,  beuig 
four  large  walls  furrounding  a  prodigious 
fpace  of  ground,  thofe  of  the  fame  party 
living  together ;  thefc  walls  are  yery  high, 

have 
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have  but  ono  cntraacc,  nor  any  light  bvit  what 
comes  from  the  roof,  which  is  left  uncovered. 
The  door,  which  ferves  for  the  whole  circura* 
fereiice  is  guarded  by  large  dogs  ;  every  inha- 
bitaut  alfo  of  the  dwelUng  keeps  one  for  his 
own  fecurity;  for  without  that  caution, 
though  iuclofed  in  their  own  habitation,  they 
wovild  be  pillaged  by  all  their  inmates,  who 
might  be  bolder,  or  more  dextrous  than 
themfelves. 

I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  this  general 
miftruft  with  the  confiderable  traffic  which  is 
carried  on  in  this  city.  I  faw  two  markets 
which  were  nothing  inferior  to  the  fairs  in 
the  French  provinces,  and  though  they  cir- 
culate fpecie,  the  exchange  of  merchandise 
is  their  principal  objeft.  I  law  here  wtry  good 
woollen  cloths,  and  particularly  fome  of  a 
mixture  of  crimfon  and  white,  which  they 
life  as  cloathing.  The  dealers  who  purchafc 
to  fell  again  in  the  interior  parts,  give  camels 
in  exchange,  their  ordinary  profit  being  about 
four  hundred  for  one,  and  yet  their  gains  on 
tbis.article  is  much  lefsthanon  wheat,  dates, 
horfes,  (heep,  oxen,  afTes,  gunpowder,  to- 
bacco,   pombs,    looking-glafles,    apd    many 

other 
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other  fmall  articles,   which   are  difficult  to' 
procure  in  the  interior  parts,  the  confump- ' 
tiou  being  in  the  little  towns,  where  there 
are  days  fixed  for  the  fale  of  them. 

;  What  is  moft  furprizingis,  that  fcarceany 
but  Jews  trade  ;  they  are  notwithftanding 
c}cpofed  to  the  moft  outrageous  affronts.  An 
Arab  will  fnatch  the  bread  *  from  the  hand 
of  a  Jew,  enter  his  hut,  and  infift  on  his 
giving  him  a  handful  of  tobacco,  frequently 
accompanying  the  demand  with  a  blow,  and 
always  with  infolence,  which  the  poor  Jew 
fufFers  with  patience  ;  it  is  true  he  reCom-  ' 
penfes  himfelf  by  his  (kill  in  difpofing  of  his 
merchandize,  and  the  art  with  which  he  de- 
cfiiges  the  Arabs,  wha  are  in  general  very 
ignorant.  ^ 

The  two  chiefs  who  command  at  Gouad-* 
num  have  no  fuperiority,  except  they  exceed'- 
each  other  in  point  of  property. 

*  It  was  at  Gouadnuni  1  firft  faw  bread  in  thefc  coun^. 
tries.  Whether  brick  and  ftorie  are  fcarce,  or  that  they  are 
unacquainted  with  the  conftruftion  of  ovens,  I  know  not, 
they  heat  fmall  ftones,  on  which  they  bake  their  paftc.  Thd  ' 
bread  thus  made  is  tolerably  good  ;  that  which  the  G>nful 
was  fupplied  with  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  appeared  dif- 
ferently baked,  though  I  know  not  in  what  manner,  and 
.   was  more  agreeable  to  die  tafte. 


446 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


t  In  this  city  I  met  with  a  Moor  who  ha^ 
pened  to  be  on  ihc  fca  coaft  when  we  wert 
wrecked.  To  this  man  I  owcr  mvich  gfatiP 
tude,  ad  he  treated  me  with  great  kindnefi^ 
his  firter  in-law,  Paphye*  particularly,  taking 
the  moft  lively  intcreft  in  my  minfortune^i 
and  who,  during  the  eight  days  I  ftaid  at 
Gimadnun)>  employed  me  in  grinding  burlcft 
She  took  care  that  1  fhould  be  well  fed,  and 
treated  me  with  great  atteatiofi,  even  uOung 
me  to  remain  with  her  :  but  nbthing  coald 
equal  the  generous  afliftance  I  received  from 
the  Jew  Aaron  and  his  wives,  notwithOand 
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journty)  my  ftrength  was  cxhaufted,  my 
feet  fwelled  aimoft  to  fiippuration  *,  and  I 
mnft  infallibly  have  funk  under  my  calami-* 
ties,  had  not  my  mafter  been  perpetually  re-* 
animating  my  courage  by  laying,  "  Look^ 
look,  there's  the  fea,  feeft  thou  the  fhips, 
bear  up,  we  (hall  foon  reach  them.'*  This 
hope  fuflained  me  ;  and  at  the  very  moment 
when  fatigue  had  aimoft  exhaufted  expedta* 
tion^  I  again  beheld  the  element  which  had 
caufed  me  fo  many  misfortunes,  and  that 
once  more  muft  be  the  arbiter  of  my  fate* 
Sidi  Scllem  doubtlefs  wifhed  to  enjoy  my 
lurprize,  for  in  quitting  a  labyrinth  of  juniper 
bufties,  we  came  fuddenly  on  a  hill  of  fand, 
from  whence  it  opened  at  once  on  the  view. 
Oh,  you  who  read  this  narrative,  too  true  in 
its  misfortunes,  never  can  you  form  an  idea  of 
the  pleafure  I  experienced  when  I  faw  the 
French  flag  unfurled,  as  well  as  thofe  of  other 
nations  appertaining  to  the  veflels  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Mogador,  which  I  yet 
only  knew  by  the  name  of  Soira.     "  Well^ 

^*  A  thorn  of  the  gum-tree  had  pierced  my  foot,  not 
could  1  extract  it  until  it  was  rotten^ 

Briffon,'* 
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Brifibn,  ftid  my  mafter,  **  art  thou  fatisfied  f 
Doft  thou  fee  the  veffels?  French  ones  t 
think  are  not  wanting.  I  promifcd  to  con- 
duft  thee  to  the  Conful ;  thou  findeft  I  keep 
my  word :  but  why  dojft  thou  not  Ipcak  ?" 
Alas,  what  could  I  fay  ?  tears  of  joy  inter-> 
cepted  the  paflage  of  words,  nor  was  it  pol^ 
fible  for  me  to  articulate  a  (ingle  founds  I 
gazed  on  the  fea,  on  the  flying  colours^  oa 
the  (hips,  on  the  city,  and  almoft  thought 
them  all  illufion.  The  unhappy  baker,  no 
lefs  exhaufted  myfclf,  (hared  the  fame  rap- 
ture, while  our  grateful,  though  fpeechlcfs 
tears,  bathed  the  hands  of  the  generous  <M 
man,  who  had  afibrdcd  us  fuch  an  agreeable 
furprize* 

At  length  we  arrived  at  the  city ;  but  I 
was  not  free  from  inquietude,  as  I  had  heard 
before  I  quitted  France,  that  the  Emperor 
had  very  ill  treated  NL  de  Ghenier  on  his  em- 
bafly,  and  that  he  had  been  ncccffitated  to 
complain  to  his  own  Court*  I  knew  not 
whether  he  had  been  redrefled,  and  if  a  frefli 
Conful  fupplied  his  place;  at  all  events  I 
bad  caufe  for  fear;  My  fufpicions  foon  va- 
niflied  on  entering  the  city,  and  meeting  two 

Europeans, 
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journfey)  my  ftrength  was  cxhaufted,  my 
feet  fwelled  aimoft  to  fnppuration*,  and  I 
muft  infallibly  have  funk  under  my  calami- 
ties, had  not  my  mafter  been  perpetually  re-* 
animating  my  courage  by  laying,  "  Look^ 
look,  there's  the  fea,  feeft  thou  the  fhips, 
bear  up,  we  (hall  foon  reach  them.'*  This 
hope  fuftained  me  ;  and  at  the  very  moment 
when  fatigue  had  aimoft  exhaufted  expe6ta» 
tion,  I  again  beheld  the  element  which  had 
caufed  me  io  many  misfortunes,  and  that 
once  more  muft  be  the  arbiter  of  my  fate* 
Sidi  Scllem  doubtlefs  wifhed  to  enjoy  my 
lurprizc,  for  in  quitting  a  labyrinth  of  juniper 
bufties,  we  came  fuddenly  on  a  hill  of  fand, 
from  whence  it  opened  at  once  on  the  view. 
Oh,  you  who  read  this  narrative,  too  true  in  . 
its  misfortunes,  never  can  you  form  an  idea  of 
the  pleafure  I  experienced  when  I  faw  the 
French  flag  unfurled,  as  well  as  thofe  of  other* 
nations  appertaining  to  the  velTels  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Mogador,  which  I  yet 
only  knew  by  the  name  of  Soira.     "  WelJ^ 

^*^  A  thorn  of  the  gum-tree  had  pierced  my  foot,  not 
could  1  extratfl  it  until  it  was  rotten* 

Briffon,'* 
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their  own  habiliments,  until  they  had  foilie 
made  for  me. 

Soon  after  I  was  vifited  by  all  the  Euro- 
peans^ at  Mogador,  congratulating  me  on  tte 
change  in  my  fituation,  and  alfo  on  my  arri- 
val in  the  city  on  the  moft  fortunate  tifbe  it 
could  have  happened,   being  the  entrance .t)f 
the  new  conful,  who  brought  confiderabfe 
prefents  from  France  for  the  Emperor.   I  was 
prefented  the  fame  day  to  the  Gfovernor^  who 
informed  us  of  the  order  to  repair  to  Morocco, 
the  Emperor  having  declared,  that  hence- 
forward he  would  fee  all  the  (laves,   and  that 
they  fhould  receive  from  himfelf  the  tidings 
of  liberty. 

In  eight  days  we  departed,  accompanied 
with  the  efcort  which  guarded  the  treafure ; 
that  is,  my  mafter,  myfelf,  and  the  baker, 
whom  Sidi  Mahammed  had  given  in  charge 
to  his  brother,  but  referving  to  himfelf  what- 
ever ranfom  he  (hould  gain  for  him.  Wc 
were  furnifhed  with  mules,  a  tent,  provi- 
(ions,  and  proper  attendants,  and  after  fouf 
days  journey  arrived  at  Morocco. 

The   firft   thing  I  diftingui(hed  was  the 
tower  of  one  of  the  mofques,  and  which  is 

difcemible 
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iEuropeans,  **  Whoever  ye  are,"  faid  I,  **  be- 
hold my  diflrefs,  and  deign  to  fpeak  comfort 
to  me ;  fe-afTure  me^  inform  where  I  am. 
What  is  your  country  ?  What  month  is  k  ? 
and  what  day  of  the  week?*'  1  addreffed 
Ihefe  queftions  to  two  traders,  who  after  con*' 
iidering  me  attentively,  weint  and  informed 
MeiTrs.  Duprat  and  Ctbanes  of  my  iituatloni 
Thefe  .gentlemen,  who  made  it  their  ftudy 
to  relieve  thofe  whom  misfortune  had  thrown 
into  this  country,  came  immediately  to  feek 
•me^  and  without  feeming  ifhocked  at  my  re* 
volting  appearan(!e,  embraced  me,  ihedding 
tears  of  joy  to  have  it  iu  their  power  tp  affift 
an  unfortunate  fufferer-  "  Yourforrows  are 
over,'*  faid  they,  '*  come  with  us,  we  will 
endeavour  to  noake  you  forget  them*"  They 
took  me  with .  them  immediately,  engaging 
my.mafter  to  follow  vis,  defiring  him  to  be 
perfectly  eafy  on  account  of  any  agreement  I 
might  have  contra^ed  with  him.  I  likewife 
entreated  them  to  permit  me  to  conduct:  Sidi 
Sellem  and  his  fon  with  us  ;  they  confented, 
defiring  me  to  ufe  their  dwelling  as  my  own, 
treating  me  with  the  greateft  care,  attention, 
and  friendihip,  and  cloathing  m^  entirely  in 
Gg  their 
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difcernible  at  a  great  diflance.  I  expeded  to 
find  in  the  dwelling  of  the  Emperor  forae  re- 
mains of  grandeur  and  antiquity,  but  was 
greatly  miftaken,  the  habitation  of  the  King 
of  Fez  and  Mequinez  pofleffing  neither.  The 
walls  which  inclofe  the  palace  are  of  earth, 
and  at  the  corners  fo  damaged,  that  it  has 
more,  the  appearance  of  the  circumference  of 
an  old  burial-place  than  the  dwelling  of  a 
Monarch.  The  houfes  in  the  vicinity  are 
conftrufted  in  the  fame  ftile  of  thofe  ^t 
Gouadnum,   though  more  dirty  and  lefsairy. 

The  guard  who  had  the  care  of  me  pre- 
fcntcd  me  to  the  Conful  and  Vice-conful; 
they  oiSered  me  a  table  and  habitation  until  I 
could  return  to  France.  A  fecond  guard 
came  to  inform  me,  that  the  Emperor  knew 
of  my  arrival,  and  had  commanded  me  to  be 
brought  inftantly  before  him.  I  immediately 
obeyed,  following  the  guard  who  took  me 
through  feveral  fpacious  courts,  with  high 
walls  and  fand  floors,  almofl  infufFerable  frona 
the  fun  lying  on  them  the  whole  day. 

We  arrived  at  lafl  into .  one  where  the 
King's  guard  were  aflTcmbled ;  thofe  employed 
about  his  perfon  are  ariped  with  gun$ ;  their 
^-     .  G  g  2  cloathing 
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fore  he  called  for  ink  and  paper,  and  taking  i 
fmali  reed,  which  he  ufed  as  a  pen,  he  traced 
the  four  winds,  fhewing  me  that  Paris  waaf 
in  the  north.  He  then  wrote  figures  up  ttf 
twelve  ?  "  Doft  thou  underftahd  that  ?"  faid 
he.  After  this  he  alked  me  feveral  tether 
queftions,  doubtlefs  to  (hew  his  undcr- 
ftanding. 

*<  Tell  me,''  faid  he,  **  did  the  movtn^ 
taineers  *  treat  thee  well  or  ill  ?  Did  they  de- 
prive thee  of  thy  efFefts  ?"  I  replied  to  this 
queftion  by  faying,  that  the  nearer  I  ap- 
proached the  capital  the  more  poliflied  I  had 
found  the  manners  of  the  people.  **  I  do  not 
command,"  replied  he,  "  all  the  diftrifts 
thou  haft  pafTed,  or,  to  fpcak  more  properly, 
my  commands  cannot  reach  fb  far. — With 
whom  didft  thou  come  to  the  city  ?'*— — 
"With  Sidi  Sellem  de  la  RouiTye."— **  I 
know  him  ;  let  him  be  brought  inftantly  be- 
fore me.'* — My  mafter  was  immediately  in- 
troduced with  the  fame  ceremonies  as  I  had 
been  myfelf.     The  Emperor  alked  him  if  he 

*  The  inhabitants  of  the  citeis  call  the  Arabs  of  the  De* 
Icxts  Mountaineers. 

had 
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proAratihg  themfclves  before  hinl,  after  which 
thejr  retired. 

Fivp  or  fix  of  thofe  who  were  only  armed 
with  white  fticks,  feized  me  by  the  collar,  as 
diDugh  I  had  been  a  thief,  and  opening  a  large; 
icdding-door,  like  thofe  of  our  barns,  th^ 
paihed  me  rudely  forward  into  an  inner  cotirtt 
where  I  in  vain  fought  for  fomething  that 
might  announce  the  grandeur  of  Majefty. 
After  advancing  fifteen  or  twenty  paces  to- 
wards a  kind  of  wheelbarrow,  fuch  as  we  fee 
in  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  they  commanded  me, 
J>u(hing  mp  roughly  at  the  fame  time,  to 
proflrate  myfelf  before  this  fame  barrow, 
which  contained  the  Emperor,  who  fupport- 
ing  one  foot  on  his  knee,  w^s  amufing  him* 
fclf  in  playing  with  his  toes.  He  looked  at 
me  during  fome  minutes,  then  aiked  me, 
whether  I  was  not  one  of  thofe  Chriftian 
flaves  whofe  veffel  had  been  wrecked  on  his 
coafl  about  a  year  before,  and  what  bufinefs 
xralled  me  to  Senegal  ?  "  You  were  wrecked 
through  yx)urmifcondud,*'  faidhe.  ^' Why  did 
you  not  keep  fea-room  ?  Art  thou  rich  i"  con- 
tinued he.  *^  Art  thou  married  ?  ■ '  He  hardly 
«ve  me  time  to  anfwer  thefe  queftions,  her 
Gg3  fQr« 
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ihould  the  Emperor  alk  for  me,  they  cbuld 
fetch  me  immediately.  I  now  went  to  my 
tlew  dwelling,  which  was  a  kind  of  cave  ffaat 
had  before  been  inhabited  by  theSp^niih  Affl- 
badador,  the  Emperor,  willing  to  u(e  equa} 
dttention  to  the  French  Conful,  having  or- 
dered him  the  fame  lodging,  l^his  pblace, 
which  is  one  of  the  fipeft  the  King  has  at  his 
difpofal,  is  nothing  more  than  a  longcai^e 
built  in  the  earth,  the  roof  being  fuppotwd 
by  tw6  rows  of  pillars,  and  the  entrance  to 
it  a  gradual  flope ;  nor  is  there  any  atrbot 
t?hat  enters  through  the  little  openings  in  the 
foof.  The  Emperor  keeps  his  tents  and  war-r 
like  ftores  in  it,  nor  is  there  any  thing  elfe 
to  be  feen  there,  except  bats,  rats,  and  fpi- 
ders.  This  dwelling  is  in  one  of  the  King's 
moft  delightful  gardens,  being  decorated  with 
olive,  quince,  pomegranate,  and  apple-trees ; 
yet  the  high  walls  which  furround  it  might 
caiily  furnilh  the  idea  to  thofe  that  walk  in 
it  that  they  were  ftate  prifoners.  Though 
(he  Emperor  provides  the  AmbafTadors  with 
a  dwelling,  he  fupplies  them  with  no  furni- 
ture whatever,  but  gives  orders  for  them  to 
be  daily  ferved  with  a  certain  quantity  of 
beef,  mutton,  poultry,  bread,  and  water* 
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had  paid  a  large  purchafe  for  me,  and  what 
were  his  intentions  in  coming  to  Morocco. 
He  immediately  replied,  that  his  firft  incen- 
tive in  travelhng  through  immenfe  countries 
was  to  proftrat^  at  the  feet  of  his  Sovereign 
the  moft  humble  of  his  flaves*.  "  Doft 
t)iou  know,"  faid  the  Emperor,  ''  if  there 
are  more  flaves  among  the  Ouadelims  and 
L»abdefleba  ?"  Sidi  repUed  humbly,  **  Yes, 
mafter,  there  are  fome,  whom  I  can  eafily 
affemble,  if  thou  command  it." — The  Em- 
peror  continued  this  converfation  no  farther, 
hut  ordered  the  guards  to  take  charge  of  my- 
felf  and  th6  baker  until  further  orders,  and  to 
give  us  food  from  the  royal  kitchen.  The 
guard  exprefled  great  furpize  to  me  that  his 
Majefty  had  deigned  to  converfe  fo  long  with 
a  flave. 

The  next  day  the  Conful  alked  the  guard 
to  permit  me  to  be  with  him,  faying,  that 

*  It  is  certain  that  if  Sidi  Sellem  had  not  wifhed  to  pay 
his  duty  to  the  Emperor,  (it  was  fifty  years  fince  he  had 
been  at  Morocco)  and  alfo  been  obliged  by  his  perfonal  inte- 
reft  to  travel  to  the  city,  that  I  had  never  more  returned  to 
my  country,  being  too  far  in  the  interior  part  ever  to  have 
kft  it. 

G  g  4  (hould 
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founded  us^  and  prevented  our  advancing^ 
although  we  were  protected  by  the  £mpe- 
r<Mr*s  guard,  and  without  which  we  had  doubt* 
kfs  fallen  a  facrifice  to  their  brutality ;  nor, 
did  even  their  prefence  reftraio  them  fuffir 
cicntly,  for  I  received  a  violent  blow  on  the 
bead  with  a  ftone.  Such  are  the  inhabitants 
of  Morocco*  r. 

.  The  difpolitions  of  the  people  in  the  city? 
are  but  little  different  from  thofe  in  the  dc^ 
iert;  they  are  rather  more  poliflied,  and 
much  fairer ;  accuftomed  to  meet  with  Eu- 
fopeans^  they  exprefs  lefs  aftonifliment  at 
their  manners,  though  they  treat  them  with 
the  utmoft  infolence.  I  have  feen  feveral 
come  in  to  M.  Duprat's,  and  alfo  at  the  Con- 
ful's,  fit  down  without  being  invited,  and 
call  for  fomething  to  eat  and  drink,  even 
aiking  for  what  food  was  moil  agreeable  to 
their  appetite.  A  porter,  who  had  no  trouble 
but  thrice  opening  the  gates  of  the  Emperor's 
court  to  the  Conful,  can\e  with  the  greateft 
effrontery,  and  demanded  a  gratification.  The 
Conful  gave  him  fome  filver,  with  which 
not  being  fatisfied,  he  continued  to  hold  out 
his  hand,  faying,  a//,  which  fignifi^es,  it  is 

not 
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r    Thc-palaec  of  his  Majefty  confifts  of  fix 
vaft  courts,  furrounded  with  walls.    The  tx^ 
terior  of  the  i^r^glio  refembles  abarn,  andthe 
mofque  is  biiilt  in  the  faine  tafte ;  I  know 
ijiot  whether  the  interior  is  beautifuU  but 
there  is  nothing  on  the  outfide  to  pleafe  the 
^  fight.     The  town  is  feparatcd  from  the  pa- 
:  lace  by  heaps  of  mud,   ofial,  ^nd  bones  of 
-flaughtered  beaft^,  piled  on  each  other,  and 
which  may  be  faid  to  form  the  circumference 
of  the  city.     Thefe  pyramids  of  filth  reach 
^en  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  town,  in 
inany  places  being  fo  much  higher  than  the 
houfes,  that  they  exclude  the  Ught  of  day ; 
the  fyn  (hining  on  thefe  mountains  of  tiadi-- 
nefs,  encreafes  the  putrefaction^  and  renders 
the  fight  doubly  loathfbme.     The  hoi^fes  are 
fo  ill  conftrufted,  that  they  bear  more  rcfcm- 
blance  to  pig-fHes  than  human  dwellings ; 
neither  are  the  ftrcets  airy,  being  very  nar- 
row, and  in  many  places  covered  with  firaw« 
One  day  that  the  Ambafifador  from  New- 
England,  th&Conful,  and  myfelf,  were  on 
horfeback,  wishing  to  take  an  airing*  we  ^ere 
obliged  to  relinquifli  our  intention,  and  return 
^pm<:  as-fpeedily  as  pofi^ble  ;  the  neople -fur- 
rounded 
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Icfs  tyrant,  Moulem  Azry,  his  brother,  ap«' 
pears  defigned  fpr  the  Emperor's  fuccefibr^ 
jfior  is  he  a  better  character  *,  ' 

I  cannot  here  avoid  obferving,  that  it  is 
very  extraordinary  that  a  prince,  fo  little  tor 
l)e  feared  as  the  Enqperor  of  Morocco,  (houkt/ 
cxdort  Ambafiadors  from  the  Powers .  of  Ba^, 
rope ;  nor  is  there  a  Sovereign  who  dares  (&a& 
his  reprefent^tive  without  loading  him  wich^ 
con(^derable  prefent$ ;  or  where  is  the  Envojr 
that  would  dare  to  appear  before  him  empty: 
handed.  When  M.  de  Chenier,  who  was 
fent  from  the  Court  of  France,  remitted  his 
difpatches  to  the  Emperor,  he  not  finding 
them  to  his  Uking,  ordered  them  to  be  wrap- 
ped in  a  dirty  handkerchief,  and  hung  round 
the  neck  of  the  Conful,  who  was  thus  ex** 
pofed  to  the  infults  of  this  cruel  nation.  Surq 
it  is  ArangCf  that  the  Ambafladors  have  not 
the  zeal  and  courage  to  reprefent  to  their  re- 
fpedive  Sovereigns,  that  the  King  of  Morocco, 
Mefquinez,  and  Fez,  is  only  great  from  the 

♦  This  was  written  before  my  retam  from  Senegal; 
itnd  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  iince  that  f  ime  ^  taa  ba^ 
inade  ytSLt  agaiiift  his  father, 

fuccour^ 
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not  fuffkient,  give  more.  This  was  per*- 
formed  with  the  utmoft  arrpgance,  and  was 
rather  a  command  than  a  requeft.  The  Se^ 
cretaries  and  writers  condud:  themfelves  ia 
the  fame  manner,  laying  all  under  contribu^ 
tion  that  tranfadt  any  bufinefs  with  them* 
The  principal  officers  of  the  crown  are  yet 
more  greedy  of  prefents,  particularly  of  piafw 
tres,  which  arc  worth  five  livres,  ten  ibis. 
Their  mafter  always  takes  care  to  afk  what 
profit  they  have  made  of  fuch  an  afiair  or  bu^ 
finefs,  giving  them  diftinguifhed  employ-s 
ments,  or  fending  them  on  embaflies,  until 
they  have  amaffed  a  confiderable  fortune  ;  ho 
then  accufes  them  of  evil  practices,  deprives 
them  of  their  whole  poflefSons,  and  leaves 
them  to  finifh  their  days  in  chains.  His  own 
children  are  not  exempt  from  his  barbarity; 
and  Moulem  Adaram,  of  whom  I  have  befocc 
Ipoken,  is  now  a  wanderer  in  the  defert; 
among  a  fet  of  the  vileft  barbarians,  vi<Slim  of 
the  avarice  of  his  f;jther.  I  know  not  whe- 
ther this  young  prince  ever  (hewed  any  good 
qualities  ;  in  the  deferts  his  aftions  are  cruel^ 
and  feem  to  promife,  that  ihould  be  ever 
afcend  the  throne,  he  would  prove  a  worth*^ 

Icfs 
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Mure  having  put  it  in  his  head  to  aik  td  hav'd 
them  repaired)  nothing  would  be  more  eafy 
than  to  prevent  their  re*entrancey  and  to  Aut 
up  his  ports  of  Mogador,  Rabat^  and  Salee  ? 
What  would  become  of  hiscommerce,  and 
particularly  his  marine,  were  the  Chriftian 
princes  to  ceafe  to  fupport  him  againfi  the 
comimon  intereils  of  humanity  ?  If  Englani 
and  Spain  would  unite^  Tangier,  his  beft  fort^ 
might  be  reduced  fo  compleatly,  as  no  longer 
to  adbrd  a  refuge  for  corfairs,  whofe  vefieis^ 
foon  unfit  for  fervice,  mufl:  renounce  their 
piracies* 

If  the  Confuls  of  the  different  countries 
have  never  made  thefe  obfervations,  or  if  they 
have  never  pointed  out  the  means  of  reducing 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  the  reafon  is,  that 
they  are  at  the  head  of  the  commerce  of  their 
refpedive  countries*  The  Conful  from  Spain 
eugrofles  almoA  the  whole  corn  trade,  the 
yeflels  being  configned  to  him.  The  French 
Envoy  is  the  only  one  who  does  not  traffic  ; 
and  what  I  am  well  afTured  is,  that  the  dif- 
ferent reprefentatives,  far  from  remitting  to 
their  refpeftive  governments  the  means  of 
diminifhing  the  power  of  the  Emperor,  never 

ceafe 
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fucCoura  ivith  which  they   fupply  him;— « 
Twenty  years  ago  ^his  Prince  was  without 
ineans  of  making,   or  procuring  metal  fof 
cannons ;  he  had  tlo  iivood  for  building,  no 
canvas,  cordage,  nails,  implements,  or  work* 
men;     It  is  France  and  the  other  maritime ' 
powers  that  have  furnifhed  them,  or  the^ 
Bmperor  would  fhll  poflefs  none.     It  i^  HkA^ 
land^  Spain,  England,  and  France^  that  have' 
fupplied  him  with  large  brafs  oannons^  fuch 
as  24,  36^  and  48  pounders.    England,  par<^ 
ticularly,  furpaifed  other  nations,'  felling  him' 
the  large  brafs  guns  which  they  had  taken  at 

The  fort  of  Mogador,  which  ii;  the  neareft 
Morocco,  is  advantageoufly  built,  and  its  bat** 
teries  well  placed ;  there  are  cannon  at  each 
embrafure,  but  the  mouths  of  the  g(rns,  for 
want  of  carriages,*  being  obli^  to  reft  on 
die  embrafures,  renders  them  only  fit  for 
fhew,  there  being  no  workitten  capable  of 
mounting,  or  making  carriages  for  them. 
Every  affiftance  of  this  kind  being  wanting  to 
the  Emperor,  let  his  little  frigates,  which  are  al« 
moft  unfit  for  fcrvice,  be  watched  out  of  har^- 
bour,  (twomuft  be  excepted,  the  Vice-Gonful 

Mure 
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thou  mayft  reticd  with  the  flavest  w1m4s:  %» 
berty  I  ^tvt  thec*^  JBo^rk  them^ftHMi 
>^ichof  my  poft$  i».iBQft  coaytittilSat^.  jLilieo^ 
J«(hall  order  prefer  officers  froin my :oaiift*i0 
fCGQmpany  thee  ^  th*  refidfiocc  appoiiiled  ikm 

It  i$  tt  this  au^encc  that  the 
takes  accowot  o£  nfiaira  refpe£)ing  the. 
He  appeared  mcninted  ctti  a  heauttfiil  horfy^ 
capatiibtied  m  fcarlet  and  bltie  doth#  wikhilui 
cxuppec  ornamented  with  nobs  of  g^.;  ivf 
the  fide  of  the  Sovereign;  walked  :anequsrfyf 
who  carried  an  umbrella  to  defend  his /Ma- 
jeily  from  the  fun..  The  guard  fblkmsoa. 
foot  in  the  grcatefl  filence^.  all  aanouncing 
fear»  a  glance  from  ^  the  King  fpreading  mm 
verfal  confter&ation  i  for  giving.  commaMl^ 
he  fees  fall  Without  the  leaft  erootioa  th4 
head  of  one  or  mor^e  of  his  fubje£ts  $  nor  ii 
the  lad:  word  of  the  condemnation  hardly  ai^ 
ticulated  before  the  unhappy,  vi^im 48- lifeleA 
on  the  ground.     Yet  the  rich,  if  they  chule 

♦  We  were  fcven  in  number^  fnyrdf^  thebaker,  and 
five  others,  who  belonged  to  the  (hip  The  Two  FriendSj 
which  had  been  wrecked  Tome  time  preyious  to  us. 

to 
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ccafe  to  add  to  his  ftrength  and  means  of  def- 
fence^  by  inftigating  him  to  incrcafe  his  de- 
mands. Do  we  not  fupply  thefe  pirates  with 
the  power  of  injuring  our  commerce  ?  It  is 
true  their  fituation  renders  them  dangerous, 
but  if  we  deprive  them  of  all  but  fituation^ 
k  widi  be  of  little  ufe  to  them.  Let  any  im- 
partial perfon  vifit  the  country,  let  them  fpeak 
with  the  fame  (incerity  which  I  do^  and  the 
world  muft  at  length  be  convinced,  that  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  is  the  leaft  to  be  feared 
of  any  prince,  if  we  refufe  him  fupplies. 

At  length  the  happy  moment  arrived  when 
my  flavery  was  to  ccafe.     One  day  the  King 
on  quitting  the  mofque  ordered  the  Conful 
to  attend,  with  the  Chriftian  (laves,  in  the 
Mechoir^    (the  place  of    public    audience.) 
"  Conful,*'  faid  he  to  M.   Durochein,  «•  I 
hope  thou  wilt  not  refemble  thy  predeceflbr, 
whofe  pride  mofl:  Angularly  difpleafed  mcfL 
Seeft  thou  this  young   man   (ihewing   the 
Vice^Conful)  he  is  mild  and  complaifant,  and 
has   ever   fought    to  pleafe  me.     Study   to 
imitate  him,  I  command  thee  ;  thou  itiaylN: 
write  to  thy  maAer  that  I  am  fatisfied  with 
the   fervices  he  has  rendered  me.     Adidtt, 
. :  thou 
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I  DID  not^  wi(h  to  iaternipt  my  narrative 
with  an  account  of  the  religion^  nuum^rs^ 
and  cuftom^  of  thefe  people^  who  being  lu;tl|e< 
knpwn^  may  b^  interefting,  and  which  ^t»l 
experience  enables  me  to  paint ;  I  therdfo^i^; 
give  it  at  the  end  of  my  flavery ;  and  4^(}: 
reader  may  be  alTurcd,  that  I  ihall  .be  a$  tfu^^ 
i(i:ther  defcription  I  am  about  giving  as  X  have 
been  in  my  own  adventures.  ■: ,  ,,?  y 

The  Arabs  of  the  defert  follow  the  relff^ 
giom  of  Mahomet;  but  they  have  eotireljf^ 
disfigured  it  by  their  fuperflition  and  grofineff 
of  manners.     They  lead  a  wandering  vaga- 
bonid  life  amidft  the  burxxing  fauds  of  Afriq^ ; 
fome  of  them  perpetually  travelling  up  and 
down  the  coaft,  without  fixing  in  any  parti^^. 
cular  fpot.     They  are  diftributed  in  larger  or 
fnvaller  tribes,  and  each   tribe  divided  into, 
hordes  that  encamp  in  diftrids  moft  cpuve**: 
nient  for  paihirage,  by  which  means  au  ei)-^ 
tire  tribe  is  never  to  be  met  witb^  being,  aU 
intermingled  with  the  hamlets  of  the  Oua^  . 
delims,  Labdeffcba,  la  Rouflye,  Lathidierim, 
Chelus,  Ducanois,  Ouadelis,  &c.     The  twp  , 
fipft  are  the  moft  formidable,  carrying  their, 
depredations  to  the  gates  of  Morocca     It  i$ 

not 


to  \Mtf  fcis  ^vour^  Itiay  live  in  iafcfy,  and 
AMHttit^ every  crime  with  iaipuiiityi 
-i  What  will  bo  thought  of  a  prince^  ^ho 
6tim  having  It  liigg^fbd  to  kim^  that  doubt*" 
Il6  I  wte  a  Chriftlari  of  higher  rank  than  the 
reft»  becaufe  I  was  better  cloathed,  and  the 
Cinnful  paid  me  parttctilar  attention,  that 
CDiitd^forget  his  promifet,  and  fend  to  Moga« 
dor  to  ftop  jEihd  bring  me  back  to  Morocco* 
Happily  the  winds  had  wafted  me  far  from 
^s  dctefted  country  wh«n  the  courier  ar^ 
rived  with  thefe  orders  to  the  Governor. 

Thus  lean  truly  affirm^  that  misfortune 
purfued  me  to  the  hO:  moment  of  my  ftay. 
lihould  doubtiefs  have  funk  under  my  cala* 
mities  as  well  as  my  unfortunate  companions, 
but  for  a  moft  unfliaken  conftancy^  and  un- 
bounded reliance  on  Providence.  I  fhould 
not  forget  to  add,  that  before  mv  deprture- 
Sidi  Seiiem  retired,  very  well  iatisfied  with 
the  C<^^ul*s  generofity* 


Hh  IDID 
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of  carpet  to  cover  them,  and  a  fmall  boifei^ 
Such  is  the  furniture  that  diftinguiflies  tht 
tents  of  the  rich  from  the  poor. 

Their  cattle,  which  are  their  greateft 
wealth,  tonfifl:  of  two  or  three  horfes,  Se- 
veral camels,  fome  Iheep,  and  goats.  The 
poorer  poflefs  only  (heep  and  goats.'  '  * 

The  firft  of  their  duties,  and  what  th6y  ofr- 
ferve  moft  fcrupuloufly,  is  prayer,  and  ^f 
which  there  are  many  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  the  firft  beginning  before  fun-rife.  Th(& 
^albe^  remarkable  for  his  long  beard,  arid  a 
loofe  garment  of  crimfon  and  white,  which 
in  fome  meafure  ihews  a  body  that  appears 
emaciated  by  abftinence,  but  is  in  reality' only 
the  effcft  of  exceffivc  idlenefs,  holding  a  kind 
of  enormous  large  chaplet  in  his  hand,  raifes 
his  voice  in  a  lamentable  and  melancholy 
tone,  which  a  ftranger  might  take  for  pious 
contrition,  but  which  is  nothing  more  than 
confummate  hypocrify ;  for,  armed  with  a 
poignard,  he  can  feek  the  fpot  where  his  per- 
fidious hand  may  ftrike  with  fecurity  through 
the  heart  of  his  neighbour,  friend,  or  brother. 

The  people,  informed  by  his  lamentable 
noife,  of  the  hour  of  prayer,  come  and  range 

thcmfelves 
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iiot  without  reafon  that  the  Emperor  fears 
tfaem,  ^s  they  confift  of  ftrong  and  vigorous 
men.  They  have  in  general  fliort  curling 
hiir,  the  beard  long,  a  ferocidus  look,  large 
Eahging  ears,  and  nails  fo  long,  that  they 
fetire  the  appearance  of  claws,  and  which 
they  ufe -particularly  in  the  rencontres  they 
aTe'pcrpctually  havihg  with  their  neighbours. 
The  Ouadelims,  who  are  the  moft  haughty, 
artx)gant,  and  givdn  to  plunder,  of  any  tribe, 
ciarry  terror  wherever  they  come,  yet  they 
are  cowardly,  as  are  all  Arabs,  without  they 
have  an  evident  fuperiority. 

Thefe  people  live  in  families  under  tents, 
covered  with  a  coarfe  cloth  of  camels  hair; 
the  women  fpin,  and  weave  it  on  frames  fo 
very  fmall,  that  they  work  feated  on  the 
gh)und.  Their  furniture  cdnfifts  of  two  lea- 
ther facks,  which  ferve  to  hold  fbme  rags  and  ^ 
old  iron;  three  or  four  goat  Iktns  (if  they 
can  procure  as  many)  in  which  they  keep 
their  water  and  milk,  fome  wooden  titenfils, 
pack-faddles  for  their  camels,  two  large  * 
iflones  to  grind  their  barley,  a  foaall  one  tx> 
drive  down  the  pegs  of  their  tents,  a  mat  of 
willow,  which  ferves  for  a  bed,  a  coarfe  kinii 
H  h  2  of 
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tbcmfclves  towards  the  rifing  fun.  Thfe  d6f 
tics  of  religion  concluded^  the  iiekt  cftrb  ^is 
tnilking  the  camels ;  they  kick  them  tilt  ll^jr 
rife  from  the  ground,  and  (heti  rtMioV*- a 
kind  of  fwathe  made  of  tow, -With  vAxkh 
'they  bind  up  their  dugs  ;•  the  young  dfie  ifi- 
ftantly  runs,  preparing  to  fuck,  hilt  the  tfi^f- 
ter  and  keeper  no  fooner  ftc  tiie  milk  reidy 
'  *to  flow,  but  they  fnatch  the  yaung  one  fttjm 
the  mother^  and  each  preffing  his  hearfa^ttft 
the  fide  of  the  animal,  milking  at  the  (athe 
time,  they  procure  in  damp  fcafons  about  five 
pints;  the  keeper  taking  a  draught  out  of 
'each  portion,  as  he  carries  it  to  empty  in  4 
trough  that  ftands  by  the  fide  of  his  miftrefs, 
but  he  is  only  allowed  the  milk  of  the  laft 
camel  he  draws  for  his  whole  fupport. 

The  p-oduce  thus  colletfled,  the  ipiftrcfs 
puts  her  fliare  afide,  always  taking  care 'it  is 
not  the  fmalleft ;  (he  then  ferves  her  hufbanc^ 
and  children,  fecuring  what  rensains  in  a 
goat-ikin,  which  (he  hangs  in  the  fun  before 
fhe  converts  it  into  butter.  Two  or  three 
hours  differ,  the  ypung  girls  bring  in  the 
Ihcep  and  goats  ;  the  mother,  who  is  alwiays 
prcfcnt,  mingles  tlis  milfe^  thefe  laft  with 
-    •-  '  tha^ 
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themfelves  arouod  him,  to  hear  th^  praifes  of 
jthe  Prophet  ;  all  haftening  with  the  utmoft 
refpeft  ;  before  the  beginaing  of  the  prayer, 
they  flip  off  a  little  petticoat,  whigh  they 
wear  faftened  (o  their  girdle,  and  envelope 
.th?mfelyes  in  that  and  their  other  garments'. 
The  Talbe  then  ftoops  to  the  ground,  and 
throwing  afide  the  earth  his  feet  had  touched, 
rt.a^es  up  fome  that  has  not  been  trodden,  and 
Xin  fcarcity  of  water)  rubs  his  face,  hands,  and 
^.arms  up  to  the  elbows,  to  cleanfe  hinifelf 
from  impurities,  the  people  imitating  all  his 
afUons. 

The  prayer   finifhed,    they  remain  fome 

ifvoae  feated  on  the  ground,  drawing  different 

^^figures  in  the  fand.  and  by  a  variety  of  rpo- 

tions  appearing  to   indicate    that    they   are 

.anointing   their   heads   with    holy   un6lion. 

The   favages,    duritjg   the   prayer,  (hew   a^ 

much  exterior  piety  and  refpedt  as  we  have 

in  our  churches ;  yet  I  do  not  believe  it  pof- 

fible  for  religion  to  be  more  trifled  with  whcji 

once  the  ceremony  is  over.     The  women, 

who  only  aflift  at  the  morning  and  e veiling 

prayer  (which  is  at  ten  at  night)  place  them- 

IJblvps  at  the  entrance  of  their  tents,  turning 

Hh^  them- 
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A  Moonfli  wootauy  to  be  efteemed  beau^if^J^^^ 
inuft  have  long  teeth,,  that  jut  o^itr.^yQDAj 
lief  Ups»  the  flelh  of  herarpEXt  from  the:ih(ml<hl 
4er  to  the  elbowt  loofe  and  flabby ;  .the  .tbi^^; 
and  \tody  pnxligiouily  fat,  the  ^alk  c^eawfr^j 
»i)d  to  compleat  aiU  muft  wear  00.  thctlMlM!  ^. 
aod  legs  bracelets  not  unlike  the  CQUair:QCiOmvt 
Danifli  dogs.  Their  whole  wardrobe  c«b£^: 
in  the  drefs  1  have  before  defcribed  ;  wA^' 
>vhen  we   counder  natural  infirmities^  and- 
that  they  are  delivered  in  this  fame  drapei^, 
and  fpceive  on  it  the  filth  of  their  children»  -; 
and  (hat  they  alfo  ufe  it  to  blow  their  nofe^ 
it  is  impoflible  for  imagination  to  form  a  more 
difgufting  and  revoltii^g  idea  than  the  appear- 
anpe  and  fmell  of  a  Moorifh  woman,     who  ^ 
could  believe  that  thefe  hideoiis  creatures  «rc  * 
given  to  jealoufy  and  fcandal  ?  It  is  notwith«  . 
fiandi^ig  the  truth.   If  they  go  to  borrow  any 
thing  of  a  neighbour,  and  find  the  hufband  at 
home,  thjey  immediately  cover  their  face,  and  . 
make  the  demand  at  the  entrance  of  the  tent,  v 
with  an  air  of  timidity  and  fear  ;  op  the  con*  * 
trary,  ihould  the  female  neighbour  be  alone, 
they  entt:r,  aod  begin  to  fcaitdalize  3II  the  fe* 

males 
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that  of  the  camels ;  and  when  ihe  thmks  the 

-  fim  has  Aifficien^ly  heated  it,  they  blow  out  a 

.  gtet*&ia9  in  which  they  ih^keit,  in  order  .to 

:  i«parate  tbebutter,  the  whey  fcrving  for  drinjc. 

.//iThis  butter  is  inclofed  in  fmall  ikins,^  frcm 

whence  it  acquires  a  ftrpug  fmel],  which  ren- 

.  :^s  it  mope  agreeable  to  thefe  fayages*    The 

>  •)ir9mtti  alib  ufe  it  to  g^eafe  their  h^r,  nor 

frAVQuld  they  thiiikthemiblve^tco^^tpleiBLt  |with* 

;<  [  i9^t  this  pomatum,  carrying  their ;  cqquejtry 

fj  beyond  what  could  beeafily.inpiagined  ;  thfir 

>^ir  being  decqri^ted  with  their,  utiiioi|;  aft, 

•  leaving  ibme  trefl^s  to  flow  loofe  qn  th^ho* 

y  {ami  and  to  which  the^  attach  •  ihell;^  old 

rkeys^  padlocks^  the  brafs  rings  of  sUcnbreUas 

>i^nd  breeches-buttons.  WjbicK  were  taken  from 

the  faUors*  <r,  in  4Ihort,  any  thfpg  5li<?-^?y 
r:>«5a4i  procure.     The  hair  ^hui>4^poratedjj-they 

bind  up  their  heads  with  a  greafy  rag^  WJ^h 
t  QQffpH  half  the  tiofe,  and  ties  jinder  the  qh|n. 
.  To   give  luflre  to  their  eyc?^   they  I3a^k 

them  round  with  a  large  copper  need^e^^  &rft 

rubbing  it  on  a  4iind  of  blue  flone.     For  luie 

jidjuftrocn^  of  their  drapery,  the  whqie  »rt 
,  confifls  in  folding  it  IkilfuUyy  fo  as  to  m^e 

fhfe "^ pleats  remain,,  for  the  drefs  has  neither 
Hh^  feam, 
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Te^m^  ftfing^,  nor  pui$,  to  keep  it  m,ihapeir 
A  Mounfli  woman,  to  be  cftecraed  beaut  it"uJtni 
rnuCl  have  Iqng  teeth*   cliat  Jut  out  h^yos/ib 
hef  Ups,  the  fleih  ofbcrarpa,  frocnthe^ 
4er  to  the  el  how,  loolc  aii4  flabby  t  the.tl^ghs 
and  h%)dy  prodigiuuily,  fat,r  tho  walk   hc^|r« 
&i]d  to  compleat  ^l^   muft  wear  oa  tlie/ftiiiifi 
and  legs  bracelets  not  uuLike  the  cq]Im  di-QUt^B 
DaniOi  dogs«   Their  whole  wardrobe  (:«i^& 
in  the  drefs  I   ha.ve  before  4picnb^  ;  wwi*' 
>vhen  we   coufider  natural   infirmilies,   mid  > 
that  they  are  deUvered  in  this  fame  drapery, 
and  receive  on  it  the  filth  of  iheir  children. 
and  that  they^aJfo  ofait  ta  bbw^ljwir  ..  :.>  ^ 
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vBSkeS'^hoili  infi  they  think  ftpericr  to  thefr^^ 
os^  i  -i  third  frequtotly  joiner  them ;  and  * 
tlnl^fi^pdrted,  they  will  pafslnlf  a  day  vil^^ 
lifying  their  neighbours,  for  the  tnoft  part  lt<^  ,^ 
pif^ftifig  without  rememberiiig  what  thdy*^ 
ca«ie  to  bcHTow.  La^inefs  ati^  jgluttbliy^^ai-e'' 
theti'^voiirite  prtffiohs,  -expofirig  ihefardfves^ 
to^ttuifiberieft  tSrorits  to  jf^rcKidrb  a  little  gdbif^ 
pt  tfMHers  flefh^  when  they  kiiow  ^^s  ditf-^, 
fell  in  the  neighbouring  tents;  but  their  ^f^^ 
vourite-  focid  is  liver.  •  ':  [ 

The  hvlts  of  the  men  are  eqtial ;  they  vrtH  * 
pafs  the  whole  day  extended  on  a  mat,  fleep^ 
ing,  fmoaking,  or  cauiing  the  vermin,  which 
almofl:  devours  them,  to  be  picked  off.    They  . 
generally  empk)y  the  women  in  this  bufinefs, 
but  have  no  fcruple  to  perform  it  for  eacK  ^ 
other ;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
whole  country  is  infefted  with  them,  as  they  7 
never  take  the  trouble  to  deftroy,  but  throw  ] 
them  on  the  ground.     Notwithftanding  ihy 
utmoft  care,  my  beard  was  always  fwarmcd» 
which  I  can  truly  aver  was  hot  among  tHe  * 
leaft  of  the  !BviI$  I  had  to  fufier  during  my 
captivity. 

The  men  ibmetime's  aflenible  to  talk  over 

their 
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their  warlike  exploits.     Every,  one  jrelatei  the 
iiutnber  of  enemies  he  has  vanquUhed  ;  ac) 
frequently^  on  fome  faife  and  ndictdous.-afier- 
tion,  they  give  each  other  theliej  theiii^>iiite 
^Kcoxnes  warm,   and  ufually  terminates  by 
blows   given  with  their  poigctardi;!^  Ivhey 
cannot  differ  on  the  tnoft  trivial  fubjeftvwitfi- 
out  their  eyes  fpaiiciing  with  fary^}  ragt^is 
expreifed  in  every  gefture,  Tiordo  dieppreVen 
;  tranfaft  their  domeflic  bufioefs  without  the 
iitmofl  noife  and  dilcord.^ 
.    Deceit  and  perfidy  are  alio  two  innate  vices 
•mong  the  Arabs ;  they  never  quit  their  tents 
unarmed,  never  give  airy  written  obligation, 
*  m  the  giver  would  be  fare  to  poignarB  theac- 
ceptor,   to  prevent  him  ever  demanding  it. 
They  wear  round  their  necks^  alittk.  purfe, 
which  contains  what  they  ha%x  tnoft  vain* 
able ;  and  though  in  general  they  have  no- 
thing in  their  tents  fecured  by  a  lodt»  yet  I 
"have   fcen  Ibme  few,   who  poffefled  fmall 
:trmiics,  which,  though  mofl:  probably  did  not 
-  contain  the  value  of  half  a  crown,  yet  were 
'  the  objedt  of  univerfai  envy,  excepting  nei- 
ther brother,  father,  or  fon  of  thofe  who  pof- 
feiled  them^ 

My 
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■  i  My  maftpr's  brother  was  the  mofl:  envious 
$£  the  whole  horde  of  the  little  wealth  I  had 
gii^en  him ;  he  even  one  day  propofed  to  me, 
as  a  very  trifling  matter,  to  murder  him  dur- 
ing the  night,  offering  me  his  ppignard,  and 
.promifing  as  a  reconjpence  to  condud  me  to 
Morocco.     However  difcontented  with  my 
:  fatQf  the  propofal  difpleafed  me,  and  I  de- 
^iclinefjvilt  with  horror,  yet  a  few  days  after, 
the  offer  was  renewed  with  many  preffing 
inftances  by  an  vncle  of  Sidi  Mahammed^s, 
;  who  appeared  the  moft  attached  to  Um  of  any 
of  his  relations.     More  than  once  I  have  feen 
,.  thiS:  fame  man,  flealing  cautioufly  into  the 
tent  when  all  were  afkcp  to  fteal  fome  old 
pi<^ce8  of  iron^  pr  a  girth,  yet  this  man  wjis 
.one  of  the  moft  confidered  in  the^  hamlet,  bis 
cpinibn  being  a&ed  on  all  difputes,  and-his 
judgment  a  law  to  the  poor,  for  the  rich  ac- 
knowledge no  rcftraint. 

The  young  men  qre  early  inftruded  to  irfe 
the  poignard,  to  tear  out  the  entrails  of  their 
adyerfaries  with  their  nails,  and  to  give  to 
fklfehood  the  appearance  of  truth.  To  thcfe 
diiVinguiflied  talents,  thofe  that  can  add  read- 
ing and  writing  become  the  moil:  dangerous 

of 
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of  monftersv  as  thefe  quaiities  gire  .tfacitildiii^ 
tingMiihcd  pre«>eininence.  It  may  truly  &# 
iaid  that  they  are  ^imiliarized  to  crimo  frmn 
fiieir  ihiaftcyi  and  commit  the  vileft  itt9iom 
With  preafurCf  =.;  sjti 

By  the  cuftom  of  the  countryv  evdryitrftt 
-yelling  Arab,  of  \«rhatever tribe,  lct:himi;bc 
'known  or  utaknown^  muft  be  treatedjivitb 
%bfpitality;  or,  if  there  arefeveraU  tfaeJInii^Y 
^tatits  muft  contribute  jointly  for  their  :Tt> 
•(fcption.  Without  diftinftion  they  all  go  out 
to  meet  them;  congratulating  them  oq  their 
arrival,  helping  them  off  their  camels^  and 
carrying  their  baggage  behind  the  thickets 
*which  is  to  fhelter  them  during  the  night ; 
for  it  is  an  eftabliflied  cuftom  that  noLlh^ngcr 
fhould  be  admitted  to  deep  in  their  tents. 
This  ceremony  over,  they  leat  themfelves 
"round  the  new  comer,  alking  the  news,  of 
the  country  from  whence  he  came ;  if  fuch, 
or  foch  a  people  have  left  the  fpot  on  which 
they  were  encamped;  what  hordes  he  has 
rnet  on  his  journey  ;  where  he  faw  the  beft 
pafturagc,  &c.  When  he  has  anfwered.  to 
thefe  queftions,  they  next  aik  to  what  tribe 
he  belongs,  and  laftly  they  enquire  after  \u^ 

healti), 
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lildiltfav  iiaviog  exhaufted  all  other  qneftions^ 
if  tht  ilranger  is  quite  \mknown  in  the  ca|i« 
txm\i  the  Ticheft;^Arab  .ipuft  eoteitaiii  hittt^ 
if'mtice  than  one;  the  expencc  mufi  be  jointly 
made.  They  give  to  each  a  large,  porriogef 
crf^'tniik^  '^zXio  fome  harley  flower  boiled  in 
tnilk^or  in  water  if  ihey.  can .  procure  any. 
If  idie»  vifitor^can  r^d,  they  confer  on. hip 
tfa^ihooDur  of  reading  prayers,  in  which  .eajfe 
the  Taibeiof  the  hamlet  places  himfe^lf  by  hij^ 
iide  as  mafter  of  the  ceremonies.  Such  is  the 
reception  of  an  unknown;  but  ihould  he 
^chance  to  be  rich,. ch*  have  friends  in  the  hordet 
-they  haflen  to  kill  a  goat  or  a  fat  (hecp  to  re- 
gale him.  The  wife  prepares  the  fcaft^  aoid 
^before  ihe  drefTes  the  meat,  feparates  the.^t 
which  is  ferved  up  raw.  As  foon  ^r.thc 
victuals  is  prepared,  ihe  puts  by  a  part,  ^r 
her  hufband,  and  like  wife.,  fome ,  for.^  xl^e 
neighbours  with  whom  ihe  is  in  friendU^, 
fyr  failing' in  this  duty  would  be  an  irreipara- 
ble  crime.  She  then  places,  with  great  c^re 
on  a  ftraw  mat  the  part  deiigned  for  the;  tra- 
veller, fetting  it  on  the  head  of -a  chriili^  or 
•-negroe  flave,  whofollowii]^  hi&,mafler,,^|t9lc^s 
te  to  the.  gueft,  who  however,  is  nev;ei:>reg^]bd 

till 


nour  of  eating  with 

fufes  as  much  as  poflib 

particular  refpcdt  tot 

morning  the  traveller 

without  taking  leave  ol 

ner  of  entertaining  ea 

left  be  very  praifc-woi 

ftratagems  do  they  ufe 

they  difcover  an  unki 

haften  to  a  place  at  fon. 

tentS)  a  faddle,  a  mat,  a 

;  '■  or  packagee,  which  an 

:  I  ger  that  a  tra\'eller  is 

'   '  '    '  ;  jthefe  precautions  feldon 

welcome  gueft  will  ofte 

next  to  the  baggage  \i 

ceive  him.     The  maft( 
♦1 — 
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haVjB  tbea  but  onci  revenge,  which  is  to  give 
him  a :  fmall  quantity  of  fupper.  He  then 
watches  on  all  fides,  aad  if  he  difcovers  any 
fi^.;fUDS  with  great  bai):e  in  the  hope  of 
fii;(4iii>g.  boiled  meat  ^nd  broth ;  taking  care  * 
to^gqnce^I  Ji\knfelf  behind  the  tent,  to  liften 
wjifitl^^rptheyv  ^e  at  fupper,  for  were  they 
ayir^i^.H^f  his  approagh,  they  would  foon  re* 
mp^  the  three  ftonea  that  ftipport  the  pot  (^ 
but  1^.  thus  furprizing  them  fuddenly^  he  is 
furerftffuccefs,  fince  they  cannot  avoid  aflcing 
hin>fta,ieat;  It  frequently  happens  that  while 
he  is  iatisfying  his  gluttony,  the  others  are^ 
ftealing  his  effet^s  which  are  in  the  thickets, 
butit  is  no  n(K>re  than  he  would  do  himfelf  by 
them,  if  occafion  ferved» 

Jt  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  proper  idea 
ofth&  pride  and  ignorance  of  the(e  people;^ 
tl^y.  hajve  not  only  the  prefumption  to  think . 
thei39felves  the  firfl:  in  the  .world,  but  alfo  to  - 
fuppoi^  ^the^  fun  rifes  only  for  them.     SonH)-' 
among  them  have  faid  to  me,  ^^  Contemplate 
that  lumidary,  it  is  unknown  in  thy  country; 
in  the  nights  ye  are  not  illuminated  by  the  fame  - 
iigjtit  which  ..numbers  our  days^  and  directs  • 
oyr  fafls ;  thofe  children  who  inhabit  the  iky^ 
-.;  .•  ipforms 
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inform  ui  of  the  hour  of  pr«yer>*  YeluM 
no  trees,  no  camels,  iheep,  iand,  gosds^«Mr 
dogs.  Are  your  women  mde  like  osisf 
How  long  waft  thou  in  thj  mother*8  wombf* 
^^  As  long/'  replied  I,  «^  as  thon  waft » 
thine."  ^*  In  truth/'  lefAied  a  iecond  vummt 
ing  my  fingers  and  toes,  ^^  he  is  madeJte 
us,  he  is  only  different  in  colour  and  I«ag«igi| 
it  is  aftoniihbg."  ^*  Do  you  fow  barley^ 
your  houfes?''t  **  No/Veplied  I,  ^  wc  fow 
it  nearly  in  the.fame  ieafon  whidi  you  do.*'- 
**  How,"  exclaimed  a  number  of  theoQl?^ 
^*  What,  do  you  inhabit  the  earth,  we  thought 
you  were  born,  and  lived  on  the  fea."  Such 
were  the  queftions  I  had  to  refolve,  when 
they  honoured  me  with  their  converfation. 

War  among  them  is  nothing  more  than 
depredation,  being  commenced  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  dealing  cattle,  and  ravaging  the  fields 
of  corn,  that  by  thus  depriving  their  neigh- 
bours of  their  property,  they  may  be  them- 
felves  enabled  to  lead  a  life  of  idlenefs. 

One  day  that  the  cattle  of  the  whole  ham* 

^  They  call  the  ftars  the  children  of  dici&ooB« 
t  A  name  they  give  our  ihipsi 

let 
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-fct^were  feeding' on  a  plain,  a  keeper  ran 
«fandl  breathlefs  to  ihfomi  tb(6  hol-de,  thdtfi 
teonpany  of  the  Ouadeiis  appeared  6n  the  top 
dfthe  hill,  and  doubtlefs  came  with  inteh- 
jtbn  to  fteal  the  cattle.  The  timbrel  was  in- 
Aunljr  founded,*  all  haftetied  to  prepare  thetr 
Moas^  and  advance  towards  the  enemy,  thofe 
qft^ioriieback  were  loft  in  a  cloud  of  duft,  nor 
were  "the  camels^  who  cover  at  once  a  great 
deal  of  ground,  lefs  aftive,  for  preffcd  forward 
hy  the.diffonant  cries  of  their  riders^  they 
rulbed  into  the  confufion ^  biting  with  the  ut- 
iBoft' violence  all  they  came  ne^r,  and  doing 
89  much,  or  tnore  execution,  than  the  muf- 
fcetry. 

Th^y  never  attack  each  other  ih  order  of 
battle  ;  fo  many  men,  fo  many  diftinft  com-- 
bats ;  and  he  who  difmounts  his  adverfaryj"- 
and  can  get  poffeffion  of  his  arms,  camel,  ort* 
horfe,  inftantly  retires  with  the  fruit  of  hiS^ 
viftory.  "' 

Others  who  think  thcmfelves  more  power=' 

*  Tliis  large  timbrel  is  kept  in  the  tent  of  one  of  the 
principal  Arabs,  and  is  ufed  on  fcveral  occafions :  fomc- 
times  to  caiFtftltfht'togetheirtonrms,  fometimcs  that  an  Arab 
is  miffing  in  tlie  defd^t^  or  that  the  camels  arc  flra]rcd. 

I  i  ful 
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fui  than  their  adverfary^  clofe  with  him  at 
once,  giving  and  receiving  repeated  fkfokes 
with  the  poignard,  or  tearing  out  each  other's 
entrails  with  their  dreadful  nails.  By  thcfc 
meansy  thofe  who  poflefs  what  is  to  them 
connderable  wealth,  a  large  Aock  of  cattle, 
are  in  one  day  often  reduced  to  the  greateft 
diftrefs,  being  deprived  of  all,  by  thofe  who 
a  few  hours  before,  were  mafters  of  no  pro- 
perty whatever.  The  weakeft  tribes  being 
the  moft  expofed,  they  are  careful  to  live  at 
a  diftance,  particularly  from  the  Ouadefuns 
and  the  Labdeffeba,  Sometime  before  I  quit- 
ted the  country,  1  heard  thofe  laft  had  begun 
their  depredations  on  the  quarter  of  Arguem, 
(which  they  call  Agadin)  and  -carried  them 
even  to  the  gates  of  Morocco, 

In  general  they  only  fow  barley,  or  fome- 
times  wheat,  when  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
fain.  But  after  a  three  years  drought,  their 
fields  producing  nothing,  they  unite  and 
carry  the  horrors  of  war  and  defolation  into 
countries  more  fortunate  than  their  own ; 
ravifliing  with  brutal  violence  from  their^fel- 
lows,  the  fruits  of  their  labour  and  induftry. 
Thus  does  plentiful  harvefls  pais  from  tbe 

true 
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true  proprietors,  into  the  hands  of  ftVocioui 
ittfen,  who  prefer  the  dangers  of  combat^  ttf 
exerting  a  little  itiduftry  to  procure  them- 
felves  t  fubfiftence. 

The  battle  terminated,  each  pirty  prepare 
^ves^  and  the  Talbes,  informed  of  what  has 
paffed,  haften  to  the  field,  tinged  with  the 
blood  <Jf  their  brethren,  to  perform  the  duties 
of  theii"  funftion.  It  confifts  in  articulating 
feme  plaintive  founds  over  a  few  handfuls  of 
fand  which  they  hold  in  a  fliell,  and  fpriiikle 
bti  thfe  unhappy  wretches,  who  lay  in  the 
agonies  of  death  ;  from  time  to  time  preff- 
ing  their  thumbs  on  their  foreheads  as  though 
they  Were  applying  confecrated  oil,  and  laftly 
throwing  on  them  a  kind  of  a  fcarf  and  a  chap-^ 
let.  As  foon  as  they  are  quite  dead,  they 
lay  them  in  the  grave  already  prepared,  plac- 
ing them  Oft  their  left  (ide^  with  the  face 
turned  towards  the  rifing  fun,  as  though  to 
contemplate  the  tomb  of  their  Prophet ;  the 
graves  are  fnrrounded  by  large  ftones  heaped 
on  each  other,  which  ferve  for  momuments 
to  thefe  plunderers.  They  dillinguifli  the 
tfge  of  their  warriors  by  the  quantity  of  ground 
they  inoiofe  for  their  buriaL     The  women 

I  i  2  with 
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with  an  air  of  diftraftion  come  aiid  thrdir 
f hemfclves  on  the  ground,  their  geftdrcs,  gri- 
maces, and  fobbing,  prefentiiig  a  itiofl:  ridS^ 
Culous  fcene  to  the  rpedator.  A  travelling^ 
Arab  never  pafles  one  of  thefe  burial  plact^,^ 
without  laying  down  his  fUck,  making  a  fliort 
prayer,  and  raifing  fmall  pyramids  of  ftBd^; 
to  mark  the  interceffions  he  made  for  thfe  rt**^ 
pole  of  the  deceafed. 

The  funeral  ceremony  over,  cries  of  defS- 
lation  are  heard  throughout  the  horde;  afl 
mingling  their  tears  with  the  relations  of  thb 
defunfk,  whofe  tent  is  plac^  on  another  ijk)ti 
4II  his  effcds  expofed  to  tn^  air,  and  the  fati- 
tefl  goat  killed  to  confole  the  relations  anil 
friends.  The  feaft  concluded,  they  forget  a^l 
animofity,  and  I  have  frequently  fccti  them 
the  day  after  a  battle  vifiting  each  other,  tfie 
tpnqueror  boafting  to  the  enemy  he  van- 
iquiflied,  of  the  addrefs  which  he  ufed,  in  fidl>- 
fully  feizing  the  moment  to  wound  hitti. 
What  I  thought  very  extraordinary  was,  that 
to  cure  the  deepeft  wounds,  they  \ifed  "no- 
thing, but  earth,  and  that  takeii  indifcrtinj- 
tiately  from  any  fpot,  equally  appearing  to 
aa  fuccefsfully ;  they  have  ainother  cicjifedifent 

-  td 
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t^  remove  pains^  but  not  fo  efficacious,  appljr- 
iqg  red  hot  iron  to  the  part  affeded,  Thefe 
people  are  fubje<ft  to  few  maladies  ;  I  have 
fjbca  feveral  old  people  of  both  fexes  very 
healthy. 

,  Sore  eyes  and  cholics  are  the  moft  com« 
mon  complaints ;  children  particularly  arc  fub^ 
jeft  tp  them,  though  naturally  of  ftrong  cob* 
ftituiions,  their  eyes  being  fometimes  fo  af- 
fcAed^  that  it  is  difficult  in  the  morning  for 
||bem  to  feparate  the  lids.  As  for  the  cholic, 
I  attribute  it  to  the  verdigreafe  that  impreg- 
nated all  they  eat  and  drink,  and  which  not 
producing  more  rapid  and  fatal  effcdh,  is 
doubtlefs  owing  to  the^  quantities  of  milk 
they  drink.  The  boilers  they  have  in  con- 
i^ant  ufe  being  of  untinned  copper,  and  froni 
the  icarcity  of  water  never  wa(hed,  occafions 
them  always  to  be  corroded  with  verdigreafe, 
and  that  they  do  not  even  remove  when  they 
t\iU  them  with  fand.  During  the  time  I  w^S 
with  them,  and  employed  to  clean  the  veir 
fcls,  I  endeavoured  to  cleanfe  them  entirely 
from  it,  but  they  peremptorily  forbad  me, 
iaying  I  fhpuld  wear  them  out.  It  is  impol- 
fiUe  but  the  food  that  reAiains  in  theib  yel^ 
^els  muft  be  prejudicial  tq  health. 
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Some  feafons  the  fields  of  thefe  barbamns 
are  covered  with  a  plentiful  harveft^  but  iir^ 
ftead  of  waiting  until  it  is  ripe,  they  gather 
aiid  dry  it  on  hoi  cinders,  without  €x>nlidern 
ing  that  by  thofe  means  they  deprive  tbani'* 
i^lves  of  an  abundance  neceflary  for  the  fup^ 
port  of  their  families,  and  their  beafts  of  ftra^ 
for  nouriihment,  in  default  of  which  they  are 
i-educed   to   browfe  on  dried  branches^  and 
that  even  themfelves  are  fometimes  neceffiv 
tated  to  fuftain  life,  by  eating  the  leather  of 
the  faddle9  and  bridles  of  their  camels.     The 
little  care  they  take  to  prepare  the  earthy  and 
to  fow  their  grain,  makes  their  frequent  dif-. 
tfcfs  lefs  to  be  wondered  at ;  they  firft  place 
the  grain  between  a  hillock  of  flones  and  a 
thicket,  that  the  dried  feed  may  imbibe  the* 
iBoifture  qf  the  foil,  on  which   the   water 
leaves  a  dime  \ory  proper  to  pufli  the  firft ' 
vegetation.     Thofe  employed  to  fow,  felcdl 
the  dampeft  placea,  fcattering  indifcriminatcly 
the  feed,  over  which  they  drive  a  kind  of 
plough  drawn  by  one  camd,  confequeutly 
njaking  ycry  feaall  furrows.     If  heaven  fe^ 
conda  this  labour  by  fading  rain,  each  feizos. 
hia  fliarcY.  and  .flies  into  tha  interior  parta^tf, 
the  mountains  to  enjoy  it. . 
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Inpaffing  fome  more  fertile  cantons,  I  law 
/heaves  of  grain,  whole  ripe  and  full  ear* 
might  have  tempted  the  moft  opulent  td.- 
have  tafted ;  fonie  heaped  on  each  other  were 
abandoned  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  th?: 
proprietor  doubtlefs  being  unable  to  regaia 
the  mountains,  it  being  the  feafon  when 
abundant  rains  falling  in  torrents  from  the. 
heights,  inundated  the  vallies.  *'  Is  it  poffir 
ble,'*  faid  I,  **  that  there  are  men  in  the 
world  in  a  fituation  to  fet  fo  little  ftore  by 
the  gifts  of  Providence ;  how  happy  fliould  I 
think  myfelf  to  have  fuch  nourifliment  at  my 
difpcfalr'*  I  took  fome  handfuls  of  this  bar- 
ley, and  rubbing  it  between  my  hands  to  fc^ 
parate  it  from  the  hulks,  eat  it  with  incredible 
pleafure,  alnwft  thinking  myfelf  tranfportcd* 
to  the  time,  when  the  manna  dropped  firoia. 
heaven  for  the  relief  of  the  people  in  the  dctl 
fert.  J 

There  is  no  underflandiug  or  iiitelligeacai ' 
among  the  Arabs  with  whom  I  dwelt,  being 
entirely  devoid  of  ifiduftry,  or  without  incii* 
natioa*  to  be  inftru^ed;  there  were  among 
them  but  two  workmen,  aad  fwhom  tfaey:is» 
^td&iwith  zkin^'^^f  veneration,  dou^tleis 
.       s,  I^  4  aftoQifhed 
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fl^lomihed  to  feethem,  though  radelj^  imilifc 
Xhe  works  of-otH.er  nations,  for  thigrareiin^ 
i5a|)able  of  invention.     The  firft  of  thefe  w« 
a  .fort  of  cartwright,  and  the  fecond  on  about 
,thc   fame  equality  for  a  fmith,  and  in  theft 
£wQ  did  the  whole  fciencc  of  this  part  of  the 
country  unite;  the  knowledge  of  the*  firft 
QOixiifted  in  making  wooden  porringers;  fome 
few  Jittle  domeftic  utenfils,  and  a  rude  kind  of 
plough,  but  he- was  far  from  giving  this  im* 
piement  of  hufbandry  a  form   to  render  it 
cafily .manageable  to  the  labourer.     The  other 
art  confifted  in  beating  out  iron,  though  the 
artift  was  perfeftly  unacquainted  with  the  qua4 
litics  of  that  metal,,  for  after  heating  it  feve- 
ral  times,  till  he  had  rendered  it  nearly  tife<f 
lefs,  he  frequently  abandoned  it,  unable  to  fuc^ 
ceed  in  forming  what. he  wiihed.     He  was 
toot  more  fuccefsful  in  working  other  metals, 
though  ha  attempted   it   with   the  greatefl; 
tqn^dence ;  my  mailer  one  day  brought  him 
a  chain  of  gold  which  J  had  given  him,'  d^ 
filing  him  to  form  it  intoringe  for  his  daugh^ 
ter.    The  ignorant  Arab^  aftef  examining  k- 
with  great  felf-fufficicBCjf,  declared  it  war 
iiot  |;<)ldi»  cooipariog  it  wi^  one  ofih^xtmai: 
\r.  which 
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jwbkh  bad  been  taken  from  a  failor  bclorigmg 
to  cnir  fhipr,  and  which  he  affirmed  was  pure 
gold;  to  ftrengthen  his  aflertion,  he  made 
him  >  obferve  that  mifie  was  of  a  different  co- 
lour^  and  a  lofter  metal,  and  his  of  a  deep 
yellow.  After  many  obfervations  and  diflcr* 
tations,  as  ridiculous  as  ill-founded,  he  deter- 
nuned  to  melt  it»  for  which  purpofe  he  hot- 
lowed  a  large  coal,  in  which  he  inclofed  it; 
and  after  much  blowing,  fucceeded  in  form- 
ing it  into  rings  about  the  fize  of  the  circle  of 
our  fnuff-boxes.  His  (kill  was  generally  ad- 
mired, and  for  his  recompence  he  obtained  a 
porringer  of  churned  milk. 

How  much  pains  have  I  taken  to  teach 
theai  how  to  grind  their  barley,  and  wirinpw 
it  with  greater  eafe,  and  more  eqiially  to  ba- 
lance the  loads  on  their  camels,  fb  thai  ftiev 
rai^it carry  with  greater  facility,  arid/their 
burthens  not  be  continually  fufejeato  ^feiiing 
and  breaking  to  pieces.-  I  alfo  wi{hed*  to '  in- 
fl:ni£k  thiem  how  to'prepare  the  grburfd'  fjleforc 
they  lowed  thtir- CWri/'a*d  ib  '^ti' m  ttiej? 
harycitwith-mcwciir*'?  M'tSc'^rffe  y}^ 
fiiperfludus^jithfey  WftiW'iMii^rifttekdftK^^ 
OidcYsrahie^  and  llhat  i>  ^(!«-fdyih^^d' mtlef 
:r.[vi-'  for 
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fori  fufFcred  much  from  them  during  the'- 
thirteen  months  I  was  their,  keeper.  "Whait^- 
ever  proofs  they  may  have  of  their  own  want' 
of  capacity  in  all  their  undertakings,  yet  it  is 
not  poflibie  to  conquer  their  prejudices,  or- 
correft  their  ill  habits. 

The  fmith  was  fifteen  days   working  on 
the  pan  of  a  fufee,  and  which,  when  finiihed,  • 
was  fo  badly  let  in,  that  I  could  not  help  ob** 
ferving,  whoever  firft  ufed  it  muft  run  a  very 
great  hazard.     The  Arabs  who  were  prcfent 
would  have  obliged  me  to  make  the  trial,  but 
I  excufed  myfelf.     The  pride  of  the  Imith 
taking  the  alarm,  he  determined  to  affay  it 
himfelf,  and  had  his  jaw  and  part  of  his  hand 
taken  off.    1  am  convmced  that  the  want  of 
Ikill  in  the  workmen  occafions  more  wounds 
than  they  receive  in  battle. 

They  queftioncd  us  feveral  times  whether 
there  were  any  armourers  amongft  us,  and 
lufpefted  me  after  the  obfervation  I  had  made 
concerning  the  gun.  Their  arms,  are  in  the 
word  f):at*e  that  can  poiiibly  be  imagined,  be- 
ing in  general  what  they  procure  from  the 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Trargea  in  exchange fer 

camels^ 
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camck.     Other  hordes  have  obtained  thciii'' 
frpoi  vcffela  wrecked  on  their  coaft  ;  many  of 
them  are  alio  brought  from  Morocco.   Thefe 
lai^  are  the  ftrongcftp  but  fo  cumberfome,  that 
they  prefer  thofe  from  Europe,  particularly  if 
double-barrelled ;  nor  is  there  an  Arab  but- 
what  would  willingly  give  a  Chriftian  flave 
foiiOjIbe  of  thofe  guos.    When  they  are  out  of' 
repair,  they  make  ufe  of  the  old  iron  they 
have  obtained  from  wrecks  to  mend  them.    I 
was  aftonifiied  to  fee  with  what  hafte  they, 
flaved  the  barrels  of  brandy  to  get  off  the 
hoops,   nor  could  I  fuppofe  they  deiigncd 
them  for  fuch  a  ufe.     If  this  metal  and  guns 
are  to  them  of  fuch  value,  it  may  eafily  be 
imagined  that  flint,  ball,  lead,  and  powder, 
arc  not  lefs  fo.  They  know  very  well  how  to 
diilinguifh  good  powder  from  bad;  a  great 
deal  is  fabricated  in  the  little  town  of  Gouad- 
nuro,  but  it  is  very  coarfe  and  weak,  being 
frequently  almoft  ufelefs,  fouling  the  guns^ 
which  in  default  of  oil  they  rub  with  butter. 
Except  crimes,  which  they  always  endea* 
vour  to  commit  in  the  night,  thefe  people 
fz^ake  no  my  Aery  in  their  aflions.    If  one  in** 
tesid9  to  undertake  along  journey,  he  informs 

the 
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the  whole  hamlet,  who  afiemble  to  give  him 
advice,  tvtry  one  ofFeriug  his  opinion,  evtm 
children  of  fourteen  years  old,  and  who  geiKf! 
fally  fpeak  with  as  much  confidence  asoM  tneih 
Thefe  conferences,  which  are  either  tcap^ 
prove  or  condemn  the  flep  meant  to  be  Ukmw 
are  fomctimes  prolonged  for  a  month  iog^ 
ther.     They  are   fometimes  occafioned.bjr 
their  changing  their  encan^>ment,  or  0|i  ;iq-: 
count  of  the  camels  being  taken  to  the  coaft 
to  pr€)cure  water.   1'his  laft  bufinefs  is  always 
the  longefl  in  fettling,    as  the  families  m* 
maining  at  home  mufl  be  deprived  of  iqilk 
during  the  journey.     It  is  true  in  that  cafe, 
thofe  whofe  camels  are  abfent  are  funiifliedi 
by  thofe  at  home,  but  for  which  they  after-, 
lilrards  exped  a  recompence.     Nothing  caa 
equal  their  joy  on  the  return  of  the  cattle,  whp 
come  back  loaded  with  Ikin  bags  full  of  water, 
from  which   it  contrafts  a  very  difagreeable 
fmell   and   tafte,   but   that  notwithftanding^ 
from  its  fcarcity,  is  drank  with  great  pleafure. 
.  It  is  ufualty  fuppofed  in  Europe  that  a  dog 
would  run  mad  fhould  he  be  deprived  of  wfc 
ler  J  yet  in  the  burning  deferts.they  bave.no 
drink  whatever^  and  generally  fubii£t  oa  ^^^ 

crements. 
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cfrwiient3.  The  camels  are  fometimes  font 
months  without  a  drop  of  water^  and  the 
iheep  and  goats  drink  yet  lefs  ;  -in  fhort,  was 
it  not  for  their  horics,  I  am  apt  to  think  the 
Ar^bs  would  moft  probably  never  be  at  the 
paCins  of  fetching  water,  but  wait  until  it  w^^ 
the  will  of  Heaven  to  fend  it.  .The  rains,, 
which  ufually  fall  about  the  month  of  Odo-r 
boT)  fpread  univerfal  joy  and  public  rejoicing;^ 
aW  is  it  poiTible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  general 
fatisfadion,  without  having  experienced  thp^ 
deprivation  of  that  clement. 

A  hulband  cannot  put  away  his  wife  witli-^ 
out  obtaining  the  confent  of  the  moft  ancient 
men  of  the  hamlet^  a  permifTion  they  never* 
refufe,  as  women  are  treated  with  the  moft 
fovereign  contempt.  They  never  take  the 
name  of  their  huibands,  but  are  always  called 
by  that  given  at  their  birth  ;  nor  do  even  tlw 
children  bear  their  parents'  name.  In  almoft 
all  the  hamlets  I  have  fecn,  there  are  but  foufr 
or  five  different  names,  being  generally  diftia-s 
guiihed  by  their  tribe,  and  any  furname  they 

adopt.  ;, 

AVhen  an  Arab  fets  out  on  a  long  journey^ 
his  wife  having  bid  him  farewell  fpUows  bioi 

feme 
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feme  twenty  paces  from  his  tent,  throMring 
after  him  the  ftone  which  they  ufe  to  drive 
the  picquecs  of  their  tents,  and  Which  flic 
buries  in  the  fand  where  it  falls  until  his  rc^ 
turn.  This  is  the  Moorifli  women's  inetbod 
of  wifliing  a  fpeedy  and  fucccfsful  journey. 

Though  thefe  women  are  very  indecent, 
both  in  their  dilcourfc  and  geftures,  they  are 
notwithftanding  very  faithful  to  their  huf* 
bands.  I  could  never  reconcile  the  tender- 
nefs  they  have  for  their  children  with  the 
barbarity  with  which  they  correft  them,  par* 
ticularly  the  girls,  who  feem  indifFerent  to 
both  father  and  mother ;  yet  on  them  they 
dehght  to  difplay  their  opulence,  ornamenting 
their  ears,  arms,  and  legs,  with  rings  of  gold 
and  (liver.  They  ufe  fo  much  alloy  in  their 
lilver,  that  it  is  little  more  than  white  copper. 
The  poorer  Arabs  ule  the  laft  mentioned  me- 
tal entirely. 

Nothing  can  exceed  their  joy  when  they 
are  parents  to  a  fon  ;  it  may  eafily  be  fup- 
pofed  the  mother  has  no  midwife  to  affift, 
but  is  uiually  alone  at  the  moment  of  delivery, 
laid  on  the  ground,  under  an  indifferent  tent, 
infufficient  to  flielter  her  from  the  injuries  o[ 
the  weather. 
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A  woman  who  is  delivered  of  a  fon,to  tef- 
tify  her  joy,  blackens  her  face  for  forty  days ; 
on  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  fhe  fmears  but 
half  of  it,  and  that  only  for  twenty  dayis. 
.Could  the  infants  diAinguifli  the  hideous 
countenances  of  their  mothers,  they  would 
furely  never  cling  to  their  breafts,  for  nothing 
can  equal  their  difgufling  appearance. 
:  I  could  not  help  fhuddering  to  fee  the 
criielty  with  which  thefe  women  treated  their 
children,  even  while  at  the  breaft,  getting 
them  to  fleep,  by  giving  them  blows  on  the 
back  with  their  fifts,  and  to  prevent  their  cry- 
ing, pinching  and  pulling  up  their  ikin  with 
their  fingers.  I  have  {ecu  thefe  inhuman 
mothers  depart,  even  on  the  day  of  their  de- 
livery, to  encamp  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  leagues ;  they  are  feated  in  a  kiild 
of  cradle,  which  is  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
load  of  the  camel.  On  thefe  occafions  they 
always  try  to  outrival  each  other ;  for  which 
purpofe  they  decorate  the  camel  with  flrips 
of  fcarlet  cloth  and  white  rags,  ornamentiqg 
the  four  flicks  which  fupport  the  covering 
<^the  cradle  with  pieces  of  whitened  or  gilt 

copper. 

It 
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It  is  ufually  the  women  who  take  up  th*id 

picquets  of  the  tents  when  their  hufbands 
choofe  to  change  fituation ;  it  is  alfo  them 
who  load  the  camels  under  the  infpedion  of 
their  maflers  ;  and  when  the  hufband  gets  on 
horfeback»  it  is  the  wife  who  preicnts  tfie 
ftirrup  ;  during  which  attendance,  fhouldflie 
fall  and  hurt  herfelf^  it  is  very  immaterial^ 
provided  (he  is  ready  on  his  return  to  attend 
him  with  a  porringer  of  churned  milk. 

I  was  difgufted  to  fee  one  of  thofe  Arafaly 
who,  not  fufficiently  rich  to  keep  a  horfe^ 
was  ncceffitated  to  feat  himfelf  on  the  load  of 
his  camel,  which  being  overthrown,  he  re- 
clined himfelf  under  a  thicket,  leaving  to  his 
women  the  care  of  picking  up  and  replacing 
the  loading.  Nothing  can  be  more  arrogant 
than  an  Arab  with  his  wife,  nothing  more 
humble  than  thofe  women  in  the  prefence 
of  their  huibands ;  they  are  not  even  admitted 
to  cat  with  them,  but  fcrve  them  with  the 
utmoft  deference,  and  ai*e  called  after  they 
have  done  to  take  the  remainder. 

An  Arab  cannot  without  rudenefs  enter  into 
the  tent  of  one  of  his  neighbours  upon  any 
occafion,  but  mufl  call  him  out,  the  wife  co^ 

veriog 
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vering  her  face  with  a  veil,  as  (he  alfo  does 
when  before  any  flrangen  A  hufband  would 
fail  in  Moorifli  politenefs  who  (hould  thro>v 
himfelf  on  the  mat  of  his  wife,  for  that  fa- 
vour is  only  permitted  him  when  herfelf  alfo 
Qccupiea  it.  They  are  genera^y  kind  to  their 
woipen  wheqi  with  child  ;  and  there  are  few 
matches  but  what  produce  five  or  fix  chil- 
dren, confequently  as  plurfdity  pf  wives  is  al- 
lowed, it  ipay  eaiily  be  fuppofcd  how  popu- 
lous they  are,  There  is  not  howcypr  any 
jealoufy  among  thofp  women,  who  frequently 
live  under  t))e  fame  tent  witnefling  the  tea?- 
dernpfs  their  hufbands  exprefs  for  their  rivals. 
The  tent  defigncd  for  a  new  contra£led 
couple  is  ornamented  with  a  white  flag,  and 
the  intended  bridegroom  has  his  forehead  de- 
corated with  a  binder  of  the  fame  colour ;  for 
let  it  be  his  firft  or  fifth  marriage,  of  of  what- 
ever age,  he  is  equally  ornamented  with  the 
iymbol  of  celibacy  ;  the  day  of  the  cpremony 
the  hufband  kills  a  campl  to  regale  hi^  ffieuds. 
The  women  and  children  without  diflinftion 
affemble  about  the  timbrel  player,  who,  feated 
pn  the  ground,  flrikes  the  inflrument  with 
pne  hand^  and  with  the  other  forms  a  kind  q( 
K  k  fpeaking 
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fpeakxng  trompet,  joining  the  mod  diilbnatt 
howlings  to  the  fctund  of  die  inftrument; 
the  clamour  is  alfo  augmented  by  the  clink- 
ing of  an  iron  chain,  which  he  wears  round 
bis  arm  while  he  plays;  a  (ingle  female 
dances  to  this  muiic,  but  that  without  moving 

iher  feet  from  the  place  on  which  fhe  /lands, 
her  arms,  head,  and  eyes,  alone  followingtfie 
found ;  her  body  being  in  'perpetual  motion^ 
and  her  hands  fpread  before  her,  forming  di* 
vers  gefturcs,  each  tnore  indecent  than  the 
other.      All  the  fpeftators  beat  time  with 

!  their  hands,  turning  their  faces  and  necks, 
and  making  a  thoufand  grimaces^  to  all  Avhich 
the  dancer  replies  in  the  fame  ftile  with  afto*. 
nilhing  precifion  ;  at  length  ihe  concludes  by 

.  leaning  herfelf  negligently  on  the  muiician, 

.  the  found  of  the  inftrument  becomes  fofter, 
the  eyes  of  the  aclrefs  are  half  clofed,   her 

'<  hand  is  preffed  on  her  bofom ;  in  fhort,  every 
a6lion  appears  to  exprefs  the  moft  violent 
paiiion  ;  yet  the  moment  after,  the  woman 
who  has  aded  this  curious  fcene  joins  her 
companions  with  an  air  of  indifierence  it  is 
impolfible  to  defcribe.  The  young  people 
fometimes  form  a  ring,  incloiing  a  perfon  ib 

the 
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the  middle,  who  Aands  on  one  ]eg«  and- with 
ptfae  other  defends  himfelf  from  his  compa«> 
aions^  who  all  endeavour  to  hit  him ;  the 
firft  that  ilrikes  takes  his  place.  This  is  their 
only  game  in  which  there  is  the  leaft  dexttt«^ 
tity.  The  day  after  the  wedding  the  friends 
of  ithe  bride  procure  water,  and  wafh  her 
from  the  waift  to  the  feet.  They  then  comb 
and  decorate  her  hair,  redden  her  nails,  and 
drefs  her  in  new  cloaths,  if  (he  is  rich  enough 
to  buy  them ;  if  not  (he  borrows  fome  liH 
the  rejoicing  is  oven 

:  I  always  regarded  as  febulous  what  I  had 
heard  refpedtirfg  the  breafts  of  the  Moori(h 
womeii)  but  now  acknowledge  my  error ;  for 
not  to  cite  many  examples,  I  faw  one  woman 
particularly  who  was  difpleafed  with  her  child^ 
throw  her  breaft  with  fuch  force  againft  him^ 
that  bt  fell  on  the  ground. 

As  foon  as  a  boy  can  walk,  his  mother 
treats  him  with  as  much  refpeA  as  his  fa* 
ther ;  that  is  to  fay,  (lie  prepares  his  meaW 
and  eats  after  him.  The  Talbe,  who  teaches 
them  to  read  and  write,  inftrufts  them  with 
a  loud  voice,  and  the  children  (tudying  in 
the  fame  manner,  caufes  a  moft  di(ronant 

noife. 


9»  VOYAGES,  &..  ^ 

noife.  The  examples  given  them  are  written 
on  little  flips  of  poliflied  wood^  and  which 
when  learned  are  effaced,  and  others  fubfti- 
tuted  ;  a  iinalLtwig  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a 
pen ;  their  figures  have  4  gr^at  rcfcmblancc 
to  ours.  t. 

After  the  defcription  I  have  given  of  thefe 
barbarians,  it  may  eaiily  be  imagined  how 
much  I  wifhed  to  be  reftored  to  my  country. 
We  complain  on  quitting  the  places  to  which 
we  are  accufl:Qmed  ;  we  weep  on  parting  with 
our  friends;  \ve  fufFer.ourfelves  to  be  di- 
ilreffed  for  the  fmalleft  trifles,  as  the  want  of 
a  handj^erchief,  or  the  growth  of  a  beard  of 
two  days ;  yet  I  have  been  a  flave,  naked, 
devoured  with  veripin,  wounded  in  every  part 
of  my  body,  and  without  refliag  place  but 
the  damp  or  burning  fands;  for  fourteen 
months.  Oh,  Supreme  Foyvefu!  it  is  thou 
that  fuftained  me  in  the  hour  of  trial ;  to  thee 
I  called  in  my  calamities— rfrom  thee  I  expcd 
my  recompence  !  • 


THE  END. 


